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I ABSTRACT 
The t h e s i s focuses upon China as one example of a non-european 
c u l t u r e which might m e r i t f u l l e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n b r i t i s h school 
c u r r i c u l a . 
F i v e p r i n c i p a l q u e s t i o n s are addressed. F i r s t , should Chinese 
h i s t o r y be taught i n s c h o o l s ? Second, has i t been n e g l e c t e d 
h i t h e r t o ? T h i r d , can the reasons f o r n e g l e c t be i d e n t i f i e d ? Fourth, 
could Chinese h i s t o r y be taught i n s c h o o l s , and how might i t be 
approached? F i f t h , are t h e r e adequate r e s o u r c e s f o r t e a c h e r and p u p i l 
use? 
A l l f i v e are answered i n the a f f i r m a t i v e . Teaching Chinese 
h i s t o r y i s shown to be j u s t i f i e d on grounds of i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t and 
importance and e d u c a t i o n a l p o t e n t i a l . Nonetheless, a study of 
schoolbooks, h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g handbooks and r e p o r t s , t h e s e s , j o u r n a l 
a r t i c l e s , school i n s p e c t o r a l r e p o r t s and the r e c o l l e c t i o n s of 
t e a c h e r s and a d v i s o r s suggests t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y has s u f f e r e d 
s e r i o u s n e g l e c t i n s c h o o l s . The p r i n c i p a l reason behind t h a t n e g l e c t 
i s shown to be the theory of h i s t o r i c a l p r o g r e s s , euro- and 
anglo-dominated, and c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n h i s t o r i c a l education upon the 
evidence f o r and n a r r a t i v e d e t a i l of t h a t p r o g r e s s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and p o l i t i c a l f e a t u r e s , i n p u r s u i t of moral and c i v i c 
education. The i n f l u e n c e of major o f f i c i a l and s e m i - o f f i c i a l bodies 
i s noted, as i s t h a t of the New H i s t o r y movement of r e c e n t y e a r s . I t 
i s suggested, however, t h a t the p a t t e r n has a l s o r e f l e c t e d 
deep-rooted assumptions as to n a t i o n a l worth and s u p e r i o r i t y and 
acceptance of a range of e t h n i c , n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l s t e r e o t y p e s . The 
r o l e of the popular media i s d i s c u s s e d . F o r e i g n i n f l u e n c e s are 
considered. 
With regard to the f o u r t h and f i f t h q u e s t i o n s , i t i s argued t h a t 
Chinese h i s t o r y could be introduced to school c u r r i c u l a but t h a t such 
development demands a broader w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l framework. I n 
a d d i t i o n , i t must c a p i t a l i s e on the move i n r e c e n t y e a r s towards 
resource-based e v i d e n t i a l l e a r n i n g . The importance of the t e a c h e r i n 
s t r e s s e d , and books on Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n which a 
n o n - o r i e n t a l i s t could draw upon are suggested. Aspects of Chinese 
h i s t o r y which might be s t u d i e d i n s c h o o l s , and the r e l e v a n t a d u l t 
l i t e r a t u r e , a re c o n s i d e r e d . F i n a l l y , a v a i l a b l e books and m a t e r i a l s 
s u i t a b l e f o r c h i l d r e n ' s use are recommended. 
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SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTORY 
Chapter One: Western i n t e r e s t i n the wider world, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
r e f e r e n c e to China, from c l a s s i c a l times to the p r e s e n t . 
Wider world h i s t o r i c a l and contemporary v i s i o n has deep r o o t s i n 
the West. Herodotus saw h i s t o r y as a c l a s h of c u l t u r e s , and 
r e c o g n i s i n g "the a s t o n i s h i n g achievements both of our own and of the 
a s i a t i c peoples",''' gave the h i s t o r i e s of such as A s s y r i a , Babylon and 
S c y t h i a . L a t e r , S t o i c i s m p e r c e i v e d a u n i v e r s a l b i n d i n g b r e a t h - "no 
2 
work on e a r t h i s wrought a p a r t from thee" - i n s p i r i n g common 
concepts t r a c e a b l e i n a l l ages and among a l l peoples. T h i s 
underpinned the d o c t r i n e of t o t a l sympathy, t h a t a l l men being God's 
c h i l d r e n were equal world c i t i z e n s . Seneca i n s i s t e d t h a t "The whole 
world" was the temple: "We are members of a v a s t body. I w i l l look 
upon a l l lands as belonging to me, and my own lands as belonging to 
a l l " . 3 
Those t e n e t s rose to prominence i n the roman empire through 
Marcus A u r e l i u s , by which time u n i v e r s a l i s t t h i n k i n g had been 
r e i n f o r c e d by roman m i l i t a r y triumphs. F u r t h e r impetus was given by 
C h r i s t i a n i t y - the c l o s e n e s s of some p a u l i n e and s t o i c i d e a s i s 
e v i d e n t : "We are a l l b a p t i s e d i n one s p i r i t i n t o one body ... Greek 
4 
and Jew, B a r b a r i a n and S c y t h i a n " . 
From those seeds of s t o i c , roman and c h r i s t i a n u n i v e r s a l i s m , the 
s a p l i n g of w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e s was nurtured throughout the middle 
* 
ages. By t h a t p e r i o d , the w r i t i n g s of Rashid a l - D i n and Ibn Khaldun, 
the f i r s t h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s genuinely g l o b a l i n conception, were 
c i r c u l a t i n g i n the l i b r a r i e s of Western A s i a , and with other i s l a m i c 
l i t e r a t u r e such as Ibn B a t u ta's T r a v e l s may have been known to 
** 
s c h o l a r s i n l a t e r medieval Europe. 
I n e a r l y modern times, d e s p i t e the development of more 
n a t i o n a l l y - c o n s c i o u s views f o l l o w i n g the reformation, some 
u n i v e r s a l i t y of v i s i o n s u r v i v e d i n the deism of S e r v e t u s , the 
*** 
h i s t o r i e s of V i v e s and S l e i d a n u s , the humanistic p l e a s of l a s 
Casas and de V i t o r i a f o r the human d i g n i t y of I n d i a n s , and the works 
of Bacon and More. A u r e l i u s ' Meditations.was f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1558; 
* 
And l a t e r . Kidd, f o r i n s t a n c e , has p o i n t e d to "some remarkable 
s i m i l a r i t i e s to the Stoa i n the philosophy of Spinoza". ( I n 
J.D. Urmson, E n c y c l o p a e d i a of Western philosophy, 1960,376). 
** 
Though not t r a n s l a t e d i n t o european languages u n t i l r e c e n t times. 
*** 
Though w i t h i n c o n f i n e s of c h r i s t i a n eschatology. 
R a l e i g h s ' H i s t o r y of the world i n 1614 and Cruce's c a l l f o r a 
u n i v e r s a l league i n 1623. 
Even more expansive t h i n k i n g emerged from mid-17th century 
onwards. Comenius (d. 1670) advocated u n i v e r s a l ( i f e s c h a t o l o g i c a l ) 
s t u d i e s from the e a r l i e s t y e a r s - " a l l men without exception should 
5 
be educated f o r humanity" - introduced world h i s t o r y to the school 
c u r r i c u l u m and urged an i n t e r n a t i o n a l pan-sophic c o l l e g e . 
Contemporaneously, Spinoza argued t h a t b l e s s e d n e s s came from mental 
p r o j e c t i o n i n t o f a c i e s t o t i u s u n i v e r s i and understanding t h a t a l l 
r e a l i t y was p a r t of a u n i v e r s a l order. Wisdom l a y i n acceptance of 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s d i v e r s i t y and any r e l i g i o n or s o c i a l system 
promoting a good l i f e was i n t r i n s i c a l l y good. Bossuet's H i s t o i r e 
u n i v e r s e l l e was p u b l i s h e d i n 1679. Temple (1690) i n t e r p r e t e d h i s t o r y 
i n w o r l d - c y c l i c a l p a t t e r n s wherein new heroes c o n s t a n t l y r e p l i c a t e d 
p r e d e c e s s o r s ' achievements. S t . P i e r r e (1717) sought a d i e t of 
c h r i s t i a n s t a t e s . Turgot (1750) saw humanity advancing u n i v e r s a l l y . 
H e l v e t i u s (1758) f e l t no insurmountable b a r r i e r s between peoples. 
Bentham (1760) suggested a world c o u r t . Holbach (1770) b e l i e v e d " t r u e 
m o r a l i t y .. the same f o r a l l - I n d i a n and European, Chinaman and 
Frenchman". Mercier (1770) envisaged a family of n a t i o n s . Herder 
(1774, 1784) saw an h i s t o r i c a l continuum, each people b u i l d i n g on 
another's achievements. Kant (1784, 1795) advocated a u n i v e r s a l 
c o n f e d e r a t i o n and l e g a l code l e a d i n g to a world r e p u b l i c . S i m i l a r l y , 
Concorcet (1795) foresaw a world c i v i l i s a t i o n based on i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
e q u a l i t y . 
P a r t i c u l a r l y important h i s t o r i c a l world-views came from Vico and 
V o l t a i r e . V i c o (1725) saw the p a s t as the i d e n t i c a l growth and decay 
of peoples, a t t a c k e d t h e o r i e s of s u c c e s s i v e c u l t u r a l s u p e r i o r i t y , and 
7 
p o i n t e d to b e l i e f s and c u l t u r a l forms common to a l l . V o l t a i r e , i n 
some r e s p e c t s not only "the most u n i v e r s a l of the h i s t o r i a n s of the 
enlightenment," but a l s o the c l e a r forerunner of modern 
Q 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i a n s , devoted the i n t r o d u c t i o n and f i r s t 14 c h a p t e r s of 
h i s E s s a i s ur l e s moeurs (1756) to the p r e - c a r o l i n g i a n world, 
i n c l u d i n g America, China and I n d i a , and l a t e r (1769) a t t a c k e d Bossuet 
f o r i n t e r e s t i n only four or f i v e peoples and omission of a l l mention 
of the E a s t . 
Such t h i n k e r s , b e s i d e s a r t i c u l a t i n g c h r i s t i a n or r e a s o n - i n s p i r e d 
i d e a s of u n i v e r s a l government and a league of peoples, c l e a r l y 
accepted t h a t no people or c u l t u r e was excluded from the drama of 
2 
h i s t o r y , and o f f e r e d "a s y n t h e s i s comprehending not merely the 
9 
western c i v i l i s e d n a t i o n s ( s i c ) but the whole human world." 
I n t e r e s t i n more i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s continued throughout 
the 19th century, whose e a r l y y e a r s saw the foundation of the S o c i e t e 
A s i a t i q u e (1822) and whose c l o s i n g decades the world disarmament 
conferences and the Nobel peace p r i z e (1895). I n terms of 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s , however, d e s p i t e the i n f l u e n c e of such 
as Goethe, profoundly i n s p i r e d by L e i b n i t z ' concept of the d i v i n e 
purpose of l i f e world-wide, and thus deeply i n t e r e s t e d i n comparative 
s o c i a l morphology, whose W e s t o s t l i c h e r Diwan (1819) owed much to 
P e r s i a , the t i d e of advocacy ebbed. 
C e r t a i n v iewpoints demand a t t e n t i o n , n o n e t h e l e s s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h a t of Hegel, who (1830-31) a t t a c k e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n on c l a s s i c a l 
c i v i l i s a t i o n as the supposed ancestor of modern Europe; pinpointed 
the weakness of p u r e l y n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s i n education as 
c o n t r a d i c t i n g the oneness of mankind, i n s i s t i n g t h a t the n a t i o n s were 
each to the u n i v e r s a l as the i n d i v i d u a l i s to the n a t i o n ; and 
advocated a K u l t u r g e s c h i c h t e , s t r e s s i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r the c u l t u r a l 
and e t h i c a l importance of C h i n a . ^ The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l philosophy has been obfuscated by t a k i n g out of 
context r e f e r e n c e s to s t a t e , n a t i o n , or heroes, to v i n d i c a t e 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of h i s i d e a s as n a t i o n a l i s t i c and 
proto-fascistic."'""'" I n f a c t , the hegel/a*n d i s c o u r s e c l e a r l y p e r c e i v e d 
a p a t t e r n of h i s t o r y c e n t r i n g on the a t t a i n i n g of S p i r i t ' s 
s e l f - r e a l i s a t i o n through the achievements of s u c c e s s i v e 
12 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s . Moreover, t h a t p r o c e s s was on a w o r l d - s c a l e , the 
s p i r i t W e l t g e i s t . Hegel o f f e r e d a genuine w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
* 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : "The u n i v e r s a l s p i r i t as such .... d i e s only i n i t s 
c a p a c i t y as a n a t i o n a l s p i r i t ... Each new i n d i v i d u a l n a t i o n a l s p i r i t 
r e p r e s e n t s a new stage i n the conquering march of the world 
• •. i i 13 s p i r i t . 
World h i s t o r y r e c e i v e d f u r t h e r powerful endorsement from Ranke, 
whose " u n i v e r s a l sympathy could embrace a l l ages and a l l n a t i o n s " , 
* 
Hegel saw the p a t t e r n i n p r o g r e s s i v e terms, however, (Hegel, 
Philosophy of world h i s t o r y , 1975,128-93) and thus, 
p a r a d o x i c a l l y , c o n t r i b u t e d t o the ethos of e u r o - c e n t r i s t 
h i s t o r y . But F r i e d r i c h (1956) has c o r r e c t l y c r i t i s e d 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of Hegelianism as a n a t i o n - s t a t e philosophy. ( I n 
Hegel, Philosophy of h i s t o r y 1 9 5 6 . i i i ) . 
3 
and who "saw the map of u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y as the f i n a l o b j e c t i v e " . 
Every h i s t o r i a n , he b e l i e v e d , must demonstrate "a r e a l a f f e c t i o n f o r 
the human race i n a l l i t s manifold v a r i e t y " . They "must keep an eye 
on the u n i v e r s a l . .. the development of the world i n g e n e r a l .. . 
u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y comprehends the p a s t l i f e of mankind ... i n i t s 
f u l l n e s s and t o t a l i t y . .. the f i n a l goal ... remains the conception 
15 
and composition of a h i s t o r y of mankind". At 83 he began h i s own 
17-volume Wel t g e s c h i c h t e . 
Nineteenth century s o c i a l i s m a l s o s t i m u l a t e d ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t ' 
v i e w p o i n t s , from Babeuf, Owen and Saint-Simon, to the Marx-Engels 
t h e o r i e s which a c q u i r e d 'world' dimensions through the 
i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n of a l l the c o n t i n e n t s . The marxian philosophy of 
h i s t o r y , i t s e l f i n l i n e of descent from the h e g e l i a n d i a l e c t i c , 
c laimed a l l world s o c i e t i e s to be g l o b a l l y i n t e r l i n k e d , the 
developmental c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of a l l r e f l e c t i n g the c e n t r a l i t y of 
economic determinants. 
Darwinism was a l s o important. Contrary to l a t e r r e p u t a t i o n , i t 
i n v a l i d a t e d t h e o r i e s of r a c i a l s u p e r i o r i t y and c l a i m s of r e l i g i o u s or 
n a t i o n a l e x c l u s i v e n e s s , f o r c i n g c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s to be considered 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l l y , and not as unique f a c e t s of each branch of 
16 
humanity. I t probably i n f l u e n c e d Hegel's student Feuerbach, who 
regarded r e l i g i o n as a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l i n essence, r e f l e c t i n g human 
needs unvarying the world over; and, i n d i r e c t l y , Dewey, who saw man 
everywhere i n b i o l o g i c a l terms, an organism i n an environment. 
I n r e s p e c t of A s i a , however, i t would be i n c a u t i o u s to make too 
much of these v a r i e d r e f e r e n c e s . Ranke, Kant, Bentham and o t h e r s , 
when w r i t i n g of 'the world', g e n e r a l l y meant Europe. The g r e a t 
17 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s o f I s l a m , I n d i a and China were not comprehended. Nor, 
i n r e s p e c t of China, should too much be read i n t o r e f e r e n c e s to 
'Asia' or 'The O r i e n t ' . The p r e s i d e n t i a l address to the f i r s t meeting 
(1842) of the American O r i e n t a l S o c i e t y gave s i x times more space to 
western as to e a s t e r n and southern A s i a : China and Japan were allowed 
18 
h a l f a page (0.8%) each. 
The 20th century West's 'world' a t t i t u d e s w i l l be d e t a i l e d 
19 
l a t e r . I n t h a t p e r i o d , however, p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e 1945, a t t e n t i o n 
has been given e s p e c i a l l y to A s i a and the phenomenon of East-West 
(mis) understanding. The e x t e n t of t h a t i n t e r e s t i n both Europe and 
4 
* 20 America h a s been shown by Pearson (1971) and i t s h i s t o r i c a l 
o r i g i n s r e q u i r e b r i e f c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
As w i t h w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t , from which i t i s o f t e n not 
separable, western i n t e r e s t i n and knowledge of China i s 
long-standing. Du Halde (1733) observed China to have " f o r a long 
21 
time p a s t e x c i t e d the C u r i o s i t y of Europeans", and, though 
r e f e r e n c e s are fragmentary, such c u r i o s i t y may be t r a c e d f a r back. 
Herodotus, f o r i n s t a n c e , quoted Proconnesus (7th c. B.C.) t h a t there 
were " d w e l l e r s beyond the North Wind", the Hyperboreans, whose 
22 
t e r r i t o r y reached the sea. D e u t e r o - I s a i a h r e f e r r e d to "the land of 
** 
Sinim". 
Much l e s s s p e c u l a t i v e are the well-documented ( i n Chinese 
sources) westward c o n t a c t s of the Chinese themselves between 138 B.C. 
23 
and 42 A.D., and from t h a t p e r i o d the frequency of western 
r e f e r e n c e s i n c r e a s e d . I n 30 B.C., V i r g i l observed "how Chinese comb 
24 
o f f l e a v e s t h e i r d e l i c a t e down". P r o p e r t i u s mentioned Chinese i n 
B a c t r i a , and Strabo noted an e a r l i e r r e f e r e n c e by Apollodorus to the 
25 *** 
e x t e n s i o n of B a c t r i a "as f a r as the S e r e s " . Before 79 A.D. 
P l i n y mentioned 1 s e r i c i r o n ' , and before 180 A.D. Pausanias gave 
a c c u r a t e d e t a i l s of s i l k production. About the same time, Ptolemy's 
world-map showed both ' S e r i c a ' and 'Sinarum', and the S y r i a n 
Bardesanes d e s c r i b e d the advanced s o c i a l system of the "immense 
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country" to the e a s t . Two c e n t u r i e s l a t e r , C a e s a r i u s of Byssa knew 
27 
of Chinese observance of custom, and the roman h i s t o r i a n Ammianus 
M a r c e l l i n u s of the 'Aggeres Serium', p o s s i b l y the g r e a t w a l l . 
Smuggling silk-moth eggs to the West was recorded by Procopius i n the 
mid-6th century. F i n a l l y the Byzantine Simocatta, c. 630 A.D. 
r e f e r r e d to r e c e n t Chinese h i s t o r y and may have known of the S u i 
28 
conquest (590 A.D.). 
* 
Though suggesting a l e s s than s a t i s f a c t o r y s i t u a t i o n i n B r i t a i n 
o u t s i d e London and Cambridge 
** 
I s a i a h , 4 9 : 1 2 , King James V e r s i o n . 'Sinim 1 d e r i v e d from S a n s k r i t 
'Cinasthana', which may have come from 'Ch'in', according to 
Needham, S c i e n c e and c i v i l i s a t i o n i n China,!, 1954,168-9. 
Sykes,Quest f o r Cathay, 1936,20, ac c e p t s t h i s to r e f e r to China. 
I n the Revised Standard V e r s i o n , however, i t was r e p l a c e d by 
'Syene' (Aswan). 
*** 
A Greek word, s e r p o s s i b l y d e r i v a t i v e from Chinese s s u ( s i l k ) . 
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The provenance of these r e f e r e n c e s i s u n c e r t a i n . One source may 
have been Alexander's army, which occupied B a c t r i a and Sogdiana, 
reached the T i e n Shan, and p o s s i b l y heard rumours of the powerful 
Ch'in. A more l i k e l y source was r e p o r t s from b a c t r i a n m i s s i o n s to the 
Han between 55 and 30 B.C. , t r a n s m i t t e d to the West v i a p a r t h i a n 
merchants. 
L a t e r sources are more e v i d e n t . S y r i a n m i s s i o n s reached China i n 
* 
166 and 284 A.D., s y r i a n j u g g l e r s and acrobats somewhat e a r l i e r , and 
roman/Syrian merchants i n 226. T h e i r accounts would be complemented 
by those of the Caspian Sarmatians (435) the byzantine N e s t o r i a n s 
** 
(643 and 667) the o f f i c i a l b a c t r i a n m i s s i o n (719) and no doubt, the 
wondrous t a l e s of p a r t h i a n , s y r i a n and S e m i t i c t r a d e r s . 
Throughout the dark and e a r l y middle ages, information must have 
seeped westwards through arab c o n t a c t s w i t h China from the 8th 
29 
century , e s p e c i a l l y t h e i r f i r s t embassy (726) Haroun a l Rashid's 
m i s s i o n (787) s o l d i e r s from the T a l a s (751) and t r a v e l l e r s such as 
a l - T a j i r (851) and a l - B a s r i (876) who met emperor Hsi-tsung. 
Information probably came from other a s i a t i c sources such as i n d i a n 
v i s i t o r s to China f o l l o w i n g Kumarajiva's journey (386) and the 
S i n h a l e s e (5th century) and t u r k i s h embassies (1081,1091). 
Westward a c t i v i t i e s by the Chinese themselves almost c e r t a i n l y 
helped. F o l l o w i n g Chang Ch'ien's e x p e d i t i o n to B a c t r i a a f t e r 138 
B.C., Ssu-ma Ch'ien l a c o n i c a l l y claimed, " a l l the b a r b a r i a n s of the 
d i s t a n t West craned t h e i r necks to the E a s t and longed to c a t c h a 
glimpse of C h i n a " . ^ Rumours i n the West of a subsequent m i s s i o n to 
P a r t h i a (120 B.C.) whose King had e s t a b l i s h e d trade w i t h Rome; the 
conquest (102-101 B.C.) of Ferghana; the s e i z u r e (42 B.C.) of 
Sogdiana, the suppression (73-80 A.D.) of the Tarim b a s i n ; 
Pan-Ch'ao's p e n e t r a t i o n to the Caspian; Kan-ying's journey (97) to 
(i A 
Mesopotamia; F a - h s i e n ' s v i s i t (399) to I n d i a ; Sung Yun and Hui-seng s 
journey (518) to the Indus; Hsuang-tsang's t o u r s (629) i n I n d i a ; and 
I - c h i n g and Chi-Yeh's v i s i t s t h e r e i n 671 and 964 r e s p e c t i v e l y - p l u s 
the a r r i v a l of Chinese s h i p s and goods i n the P e r s i a n Gulf by the 5th 
century; w i t h r e g u l a r trade w i t h S i r a f by the 9th century - probably 
f u r t h e r t i t i l l a t e d i n t e r e s t . 
Hudson, Europe and China, 1931,129-30, questions whether these 
were other than m e r c a n t i l e c o n t r a c t s . No western sources mention 
them. 
** 
Treadgold, The West i n R u s s i a and China, v.2., 1973, 2, regards 
t h i s as the e a r l i e s t o f f i c i a l Europe-China c o n t a c t . 
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The high middle ages saw important new, more f u l l y d e t a i l e d , 
i n f o r m a t i o n . Marco Polo's anecdotes (1295) "opened the land-gates 
31 
and the water-gates of the F a r E a s t to Europe". H i s T r a v e l s , 
p r i n t e d i n 1477, the e a r l i e s t eye-witness d e s c r i p t i o n of 'Cathay'* by 
a European, c r u c i a l l y i n f l u e n c e d western a t t i t u d e s and was c l o s e l y 
c o n s u l t e d by Columbus. Polo's was not the only new source, however. 
Other information came from C a r p i n i and Rubruck, who v i s i t e d the 
Mongols a t Karakorum i n 1245-7 and 1253-4 r e s p e c t i v e l y ; Monte 
Corvino, i n Peking from 1305-7; Perugia, i n China i n 1326; Pordenone, 
the r e f o r three y e a r s i n the 1320s, who subsequently wrote d e t a i l e d 
accounts of Chinese c i t i e s and l i f e s t y l e s ; the l e g a t e M a r i g n o l l i , i n 
Peking 1342-4; and C l a v i j o , who i n h i s account of h i s journey (1405) 
to Tamburlaine's c o u r t p o r t r a y e d 'Cambaluc'** as a g r e a t c i t y , 20 
times l a r g e r than T a b r i z . Even the T r a v e l s of Ibn Batuta (1340s) 
though not p u b l i s h e d i n Europe t i l l modern times, may have been known 
i n the West. Knowledge must a l s o have been brought by Rabban Suma 
(1287 on) who v i s i t e d s e v e r a l european c a p i t a l s (and gave communion 
to Edward I ) . A d d i t i o n a l information p o s s i b l y f i l t e r e d through, v i a 
the Arabs, from other f o r e i g n journeys of Chinese, such as Chou 
Ta-kuan's to Cambodia (1296). 
A r a p i d e x t e n s i o n of awareness followed the p r i n t i n g of Polo's 
T r a v e l s (1477) . 'Mandeville's' T r a v e l s of 1357-71, p r i n t e d 1499 with 
*** 
i t s p o r t r a i t of a heavenly c i t y and c o u r t , though not genuine 
enjoyed nine E n g l i s h e d i t i o n s by 1700. Varthema's account of h i s 
journey to Malacca (1503-7) the f i r s t western d e s c r i p t i o n of the 
s p i c e i s l a n d s , spurred i n t e r e s t , f u r t h e r shown by the e a r l i e s t known 
p r i n t e d map of China (1584) and Speed's map (1626). 
I n 1508, the King of P o r t u g a l sent a m i s s i o n to the I n d i e s to 
i n q u i r e about the 'Chins'. 1514 saw the f i r s t Portuguese s h i p s reach 
China, and an ambassador was s e n t i n 1517. A * t r a d i n g c e n t r e opened a t 
Macao i n 1557. I n the 1540's, some Portuguese s a i l o r s were 
Cathay, v i a R u s s i a n K h i t a i , from the name of the C h ' i - t a n L i a o 
dynasty of northern China (10-12.c.A.D.). 
Mongol Khan-balik. 
F i r s t w r i t t e n i n French by Jehan de Bourgogne ( l a Barbe) whose 
accounts of China (where he claimed to have stayed f o r 15 
months, i n i m p e r i a l employ) and of the Mongols, were based on 
the n a r r a t i v e s of Pordenone and C a r p i n i r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
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imprisoned. One, P e r e i r a , l a t e r p u b l i s h e d an account i n I t a l i a n 
(1565) whose p o r t r a y a l of Chinese law d e a l i n g " j u s t l y and i n t r u t h " , 
e f f i c i e n t government, c i t i e s "as w e l l w a l l e d as any i n a l l the 
world .. very g a l l a n t " , p l u s other h i g h l y f a v o u r a b l e human and 
* 32 socio-economic d e t a i l , f u r t h e r whetted european p a l a t e s . Four 
y e a r s l a t e r , the Tractado of the Portuguese dominican da Cruz, who 
had spent a few months on the South China c o a s t and had v i s i t e d 
** 
Canton, was p u b l i s h e d . I t s d e s c r i p t i o n s of Chinese c i t i e s , "very 
g r e a t and populous, w i t h noble b u i l d i n g s " , the prosperous economy and 
w e l l husbanded a g r i c u l t u r e , the people's t a l e n t s ("they have a 
n a t u r a l v i v a c i t y and ingeniousness") and the e f f i c i e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
("with how much ca r e and c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h i s country i s governed") 
33 
must have f i r e d the imagination of r e n a i s s a n c e man. 
34 
By then, the favourable account of Henriques was a l s o known. 
*** 
More important, however, was the R e l a c i o n (1575) of the Spanish 
a u g u s t i n i a n de Rada, the f i r s t p u b l i c a t i o n c l e a r l y to i d e n t i f y China 
35 
w i t h Polo's 'Cathay', s u b s t a n t i a l l y based on Chinese g a z e t t e e r s , 
**** 
and again g i v i n g a n o t i c e a b l y favourable p o r t r a i t of the t a l e n t s 
3 6 
and c h a r a c t e r of the people. (He had been two months i n F u k i e n ) . 
The accounts of P e r e i r a , da Cruz and de Rada were f r e e l y used by 
Mendoza (1585) who had never been to China, but whose b e s t - s e l l i n g 
H i s t o r i a c o n s t i t u t e d a watershed from which knowledge of China, i t s 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and h i s t o r y became a v a i l a b l e to the l e a r n e d of Europe, 
37 
i n c l u d i n g Bacon and R a l e i g h . R i c h i n s o c i a l and o t h e r d e t a i l , i t 
*** 
i n c l u d e d a genealogy of Chinese kings going back to 2,600 B.C. ** and 
thus added h i s t o r i c a l dimension to the dawning r e a l i s a t i o n of China 
* Though c r i t i c a l of i d o l a t r y and sodomy. 
** The f i r s t european book s p e c i f i c a l l y on China, i f Polo's T r a v e l s 
i s excluded. I t was i n any case b e t t e r than Polo's account, 
c l e a r e r , and more sober. 
*** The second p a r t was not p r i n t e d u n t i l 1884. H i s work was not 
p u b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h u n t i l 1953, however. (C.R. Boxer, South 
China i n the s i x t e e n t h century. 
**** Though a t t a c k i n g t h e i r mathematics, astronomy and s c i e n c e as 
"nothing more than the s m e l l or shadow of the substance". 
(Boxer o p . c i t , 295). 
*** 
** P l u s the f i r s t Chinese c h a r a c t e r s p r i n t e d i n Europe. 
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as "an e n v i a b l e country, where j u s t i c e was w e l l a dministered ... (and 
where) a r t and i n d u s t r y were developed to unsuspected h e i g h t s " . As 
Boxer (1953) has w r i t t e n , "the 'China legend' ... was o f f to a good 
s t a r t " . 3 8 
By t h a t time, a well-developed Spanish i n t e r e s t i n China had 
grown. De Rada was Spanish - h i s r e p o r t i n s p i r e d an embassy to China 
i n 1580 - as was the J e s u i t X a v i e r , who saw the China c o a s t i n 1552. 
I t a l i a n i n t e r e s t had s i m i l a r l y grown. Columbus had a p e r s o n a l copy of 
Polo's T r a v e l s , and i t a l i a n m i s s i o n s went t h e r e i n the 1580's. 
But e n g l i s h i n t e r e s t was a l s o blossoming. C l e a r l y , though no 
* 
books were p u b l i s h e d on China i n E n g l i s h b e f o r e 1577, the E n g l i s h 
knew of the f a b l e d 'Cathay 1. Cabot (1497) sought a north-west passage 
t h e r e , Willoughby and C h a n c e l l o r ' s e x p e d i t i o n (1553) was " f o r the 
d i s c o v e r i e of Cathay," the Muscovy Company gave C h a n c e l l o r s i m i l a r 
i n s t r u c t i o n s i n 1556, and F r o b i s h e r searched f o r a passage i n 1576. 
I n 1577, P e r e i r a ' s account was p u b l i s h e d i n W i l l i s ' s H i s t o r y of 
T r a u a y l e , and two y e a r s l a t e r a paraphrase of da Cruz' Tractado was 
i n c l u d e d i n Frampton's D i s c o u r s e of the n a v i g a t i o n which the 
Portugales do make ... and ... of the g r e a t t h i n g s which are i n the 
dominions of China. I n 1580, Pet and Jackman again sought a sea route 
and were asked by Hakluyt to b r i n g back o l d books so he could see 
whether the Chinese had p r i n t i n g before Europe. Moreover, the W i l l i s 
and Frampton accounts were probably read by the queen, who wrote to 
the Chinese emperor, urging trade (1583). The same y e a r , Macao was 
v i s i t e d by F i t c h , who produced a favourable p o r t r a i t of Chinese trade 
and Canton; and Davis sought a north-west passage. I n 1588, de 
Mendoza's H i s t o r i a was t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h by Parke. 1591 saw 
D a v i s ' s second attempt. I n 1596, a t h r e e - s h i p r o y a l m i s s i o n was l o s t 
a t s e a . I n 1598-1600, Hakluyt's P r i n c i p a l Navigation, Voyages, 
T r a f f i g u e and D i s c o v e r i e s ( e t c ) i n c l u d e d P e r e i r a ' s m a t e r i a l and 
e x c e r p t s from C a r p i n i and Rubruck, and lauded the examination system 
39 
and government of China, and her reported t r a n q u i l l i t y . 
James I e n t e r t a i n e d the french ambassador to a 'Chinese' masque 
i n 1604, and London's f i r s t p o r c e l a i n shop opened i n 1609. I n 1625, 
* And t h e r e are no 1 Chinese' scenes or c h a r a c t e r s i n e l i z a b e t h a n 
drama, though some r e f e r e n c e s were made by Bacon, Burton and 
R a l e i g h . 
** 
Newbery f a i l e d to d e l i v e r the l e t t e r . 
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da Cruz' important account was p u b l i s h e d i n Purchas s Hakluytus 
Postumus, p l u s a f u l l e r v e r s i o n of Rubruck. E n g l i s h i n t e r e s t was by 
then a l s o burgeoning, however, due to the 95% p r o f i t from the E a s t 
I n d i a Company's second e x p e d i t i o n (1604) and the est a b l i s h m e n t of 12 
E a s t I n d i e s ' f a c t o r i e s ' . I n 1637, Weddell a r r i v e d o f f Macao. Other 
than a s i g n i f i c a n t s k i r m i s h , and t a k i n g the f i r s t Chinese cargo on 
board a b r i t i s h v e s s e l , the sojourn was important f o r the d i a r y of a 
crewman, P e t e r Mundy. The impact on r e t u r n to England of h i s 
drawings of Chinese l i f e , w e a l t h of d e t a i l ranging from " l e i c h e e a " to 
the abacus, and p e n - p o r t r a i t of " t h i s soe g r e a t , R i t c h e and Famous a 
Kingdome", w i t h "no ge n e r a l s i c k n e s s e Reigning", and where most 
commodities, i n c l u d i n g f a b r i c s , p o r c e l a i n , "the b e s t i n the world", 
sugar " s m e l l i n g l i k e r o s e s " , and "Gold i n lumpes" were a l l " r i t c h e , 
40 * r a r e , good and Cheape", must have been g r e a t . He concluded: " T h i s 
c o u n t r i e may bee s a i d to e x c e l l e i n these p a r t i c u l a r s : A n t i q u i t y , 
l a r g e n e s s e , R i t c h e n e s s e , h e a l t h y n e s s e , P l e n t i f f u l l n e s s e . For A r t s 
and manner o f f governmentt I t h i n k noe Kingdome i n the world 
41 
Comparable". 
By then, more profound i n t e r e s t i n China's p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n and governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s was s t i r r i n g , s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
due to the I t a l i a n R i c c i o - J e s u i t , l i n g u i s t , s c i e n t i s t and 
mathematician, "one of the most remarkable and b r i l l i a n t men i n 
42 
h i s t o r y " who l i v e d i n China between 1582 and 1610 and not only 
adorned the Peking i n t e l l e c t u a l s e t , but a l s o f i r s t romanised the 
Chinese language, coined the name 'Confucius' and t r a n s l a t e d 
43 
Confucian i d e a s i n t o L a t i n . 
R i c c i d i e d i n Peking (1610) but h i s memoirs were brought back by 
** 
T r i g a u l t and p u b l i s h e d i n L a t i n and French. They were a l s o 
Though c r i t i c a l of cowardice, greed and xenophobia. 
** 
When R i c c i a r r i v e d i n Peking, even a f t e r 19 y e a r s i n Macao and 
Nanking, he enquired where was C a t h a y - h i t h e r t o p l a c e d north o f 
China by Europeans. ( J . V i l l i e r s , i n H.T. 25,3, 1975, 165). He 
subsequently d e f i n i t e l y decided t h a t Cathay and China were one. 
I n 1603-4, however, Benedict de Goez, i n s e a r c h of P r e s t e r John, 
t r a v e l l i n g a c r o s s c e n t r a l A s i a , was s u r p r i s e d to hear the 
people, speaking of China, c a l l i n g i t ' K h i t a i ' (Cathay). T h i s 
was confirmed on h i s a r r i v a l i n Kansu 1605. P a r t s of h i s 
d i a r i e s were in c l u d e d i n R i c c i ' s memoirs. Thus was f i r s t 
e s t a b l i s h e d f o r Europe the i d e n t i t y of maritime China and of 
Polo's Cathay a l r e a d y suggested by de Rada. (See N.C. Buckley, 
i n H.T., 28,9, 1978, 569). 
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i n c l u d e d i n Semmedo's work (1642) i t s e l f t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h as 
H i s t o r y of t h a t g r e a t and renowned monarchy of China (1642 and 1645). 
Complemented by the s i n o p h i l e w r i t i n g s of other J e s u i t s , such as 
S c h a l l (Peking, 1622-66) V e r b i e s t (Peking, 1659-88) Ga u b i l (1733-59) 
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and du Halde , and d e s c r i b i n g not j u s t Chinese economic geography, 
urban topography and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e systems, but a l s o cosmic and 
e t h i c a l a t t i t u d e s , they were to e x e r c i s e p e r v a s i v e i n f l u e n c e upon the 
enlightenment . They a l s o s t i m u l a t e d i n t e r e s t i n Chinese h i s t o r y , 
i n c r e a s i n g l y seen as fundamental to an understanding both of 
contemporary China and of the whole p a t t e r n of u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y . 
I n 1658-9, M a r t i n i p u b l i s h e d h i s S i n i c a e h i s t o r i a e , the f i r s t 
s y s t e m a t i c account of a n c i e n t Chinese h i s t o r y i n a european language. 
Much of t h i s , d a t i n g Chinese h i s t o r y from 2952 B.C. and l i s t i n g seven 
** 
emperors before the f l o o d , thus c h a l l e n g i n g the b i b l e as the 
a u t h e n t i c source f o r world h i s t o r y , was p u b l i s h e d t en y e a r s l a t e r i n 
England. 1659 had a l s o seen V o s s i u s ' argument t h a t Chinese 
h i s t o r i c a l a n nals proved accepted b i b l i c a l d a t i n g s u n r e l i a b l e , and 
t h a t the f l o o d must have o c c u r r e d e a r l i e r , i n 3617 B.C. 
The Chinese documentation and as t r o n o m i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s thus 
c i t e d - sober, h i s t o r i c a l l y continuous, r e p l e t e with s c i e n t i f i c 
*** 
r e f e r e n c e s - not only "exposed as never before the 
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t r a d i t i o n a l approach to world h i s t o r y " , but encouraged even g r e a t e r 
i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h i n g s Chinese. I n 1666, Horn l o c a t e d a f l o o d i n the 
r e i g n of Yao, the seventh emperor. Chinese annals showed h i s l i n e 
a c t i v e i n land drainage: they were thus no more than a v e r s i o n of 
Genesis-Yao was Noah, and Fu H s i was Adam. I n 1667, K i r c h e r argued 
p h i l o l o g i c a l l y t h a t China must have been s e t t l e d by Eg y p t i a n s . 
* 
An i n f l u e n c e r e i n f o r c e d by the v i s i t s to Europe of Chinese 
C h r i s t i a n s such as Cheng Ma-no (1650). Chen Fu-tsung )1680) 
L o u i s Fan (1709) F a t h e r Ripa (1709) L o u i s Kiqua (1755) and the 
a r t i s t Tan Chit-qua (1769) the l a t t e r two being r e c e i v e d by 
E n g l i s h r o y a l t y and Tan by the Royal Academy. 
** 
Dated by Ussher only four y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y a t 2349 B.C. 
*** 
Some of the o b s e r v a t i o n s were l a t e r proved f a l s e (Royal S o c i e t y , 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l T r a n s a c t i o n s 44, 1747, 475, 92) 
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I n 1676, Navarrete d i s p l a y e d deep r e s p e c t f o r Chinese h i s t o r y and 
suggested Fu H s i was Noah's son. A s i m i l a r l i n e was expounded 
(1662-on) i n j e s u i t t r a n s l a t i o n s of Confucian c l a s s i c s , Confucius 
Sinarum philosophus. I n 1696, Mentzel argued t h a t Fu H s i ' s 
s e r p e n t i n e form was d e r i v a t i v e from Genesis 3:1-15, and t h a t Fu H s i 
was Adam, h i s s i s t e r Nu Ku being Eve. (More importantly, Mentzel 
i n c l u d e d German t r a n s l a t i o n s of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e . The same y e a r , 
g r e a t impetus was given to contemporary Chinese s t u d i e s by Lecomte's 
work, which, based on journeys i n China, gave v a l u a b l e d e t a i l s on 
government, r e l i g i o n and law, b e s i d e s t o p o g r a p h i c a l and other 
information. I t was pu b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h i n 1698 and i n German i n 
1700. 
Seventeenth century i n t e r e s t culminated i n L e i b n i t z 1 suggestion 
(1697) t h a t Chinese m i s s i o n a r i e s be s e n t to Europe to t e a c h a 
u n i v e r s a l system of n a t u r a l philosophy. L e i b n i t z , an admirer of 
K'ang-hsi as the p o r t r a i t of h i s i d e a l of a benevolent monarch, a l s o 
b e l i e v e d the I - c h i n g to r e p r e s e n t a n c i e n t Chinese understanding of 
bi n a r y mathematics and to be the key to a l l the s c i e n c e s , Neo 
Confucianism a theology not d i s s i m i l a r from C h r i s t i a n i t y , and 
Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h y the u l t i m a t e i n e x a c t i t u d e . One purpose of h i s 
Akademie der Wissenschaften (1700) was to promote the interchange of 
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p h i l o s o p h i c a l and s c i e n t i f i c thought between China and Europe. 
E n g l i s h s c h o l a r l y i n t e r e s t a l s o grew during the 17th century. 
Burton (1621) p r a i s e d the s c h o l a r - g e n t r y system. W i l k i n s , s e c r e t a r y 
of the Royal S o c i e t y , argued (1668) f o r a u n i v e r s a l w r i t i n g system 
developed from Chinese ideographs. Webb (1669) argued t h a t Chinese 
antedated the Tower of Babel, and t h a t Chinese and b i b l i c a l 
chronology could be synchronised. Noah, an e a r l y Chinese emperor, had 
retu r n e d t h e r e a f t e r the fl o o d . ( S i m i l a r l y , Whiston, 1696, argued 
t h a t s u p e r i o r Chinese governmental i d e a s and l e a r n i n g had been 
pr e s e r v e d f o r the world by Noah.) I n 1686, Hooke lauded China as an 
empire of l e a r n i n g . Four y e a r s l a t e r , Temple's Of h e r o i c v i r t u e 
t e ased out the q u a l i t i e s d i s p l a y e d by gr e a t men the world over, 
i n c l u d i n g China, "the g r e a t e s t , r i c h e s t and most populous kingdom now 
known" , whose praiseworthy examples of l e a r n i n g , " p e r f e c t i o n of 
* 
L o u i s 14th r e c e i v e d a composite e d i t i o n i n 1687. Mencius' 
thoughts were added i n 1711. 
12 
n a t u r a l reason", and "wise i n s t i t u t i o n of j u s t orders and laws" 
B r i t o n s should seek t o f o l l o w ; w h i l s t On ancient and modern l e a r n i n g , 
argued Chinese and i n d i a n moral philosophies t o be d i r e c t antecedents 
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of the greek. I n 1691, Couplet's M o r a l i t y of Confucius denied t h a t 
the Chinese were heathens. They had much i n common w i t h C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
since Confucianism accepted a u n i v e r s a l c r e a t o r . 
The f i r s t day o f the 18th century was celebrated a t Louis 14th's 
co u r t c h i n e s e - s t y l e , and throughout the century Le Reve Chinois grew 
apace. I n t h i s , the product of scholars and missionaries continued 
of great importance - Van Kley (1971) has p o i n t e d t o " i n c r e a s i n g 
concern among 18th century european scholars t o b r i n g China and the 
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r e s t o f Asia i n t o t h e i r view of world h i s t o r y " , - but economic 
f a c t o r s , such as the establishment of a permanent b r i t i s h t r a d i n g 
post a t Canton (1715) were always prominent. C l e a r l y , however, 
Russell's a s s e r t i o n (1951) t h a t "from the time of Vasco de Gama u n t i l 
the russo-japanese war, the western world d i d not t h i n k s e r i o u s l y 
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about Asia" was erroneous. Chinese philosophy and i n s t i t u t i o n s were 
considered very s e r i o u s l y , i f not always accurately. Nor was 
Trevor-Roper (1963) c o r r e c t t h a t " i n the 18th century, men studied 
a f r o - a s i a n s o c i e t y ... but w i t h a f r o - a s i a n h i s t o r y ... they had 
50 
l i t t l e patience". Isaacs (1958) was more accurate, t h a t "a great 
number of leading t h i n k e r s and w r i t e r s of the enlightenment ... took 
China very s e r i o u s l y indeed. The impact of ideas from and about China 
on the i n t e l l e c t u a l environment of Europe . .. was considerable . .. 
educated westerners i n the 18th century probably knew more about 
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China than they do i n the 20th". China's profound importance t o 
scholars, not j u s t c h i n o i s e r i e ' s t r i v i a , b u t i n philosophy, law, 
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government and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , has been repeatedly demonstrated. I n 
France i n p a r t i c u l a r , the philosophies used Chinese c u l t u r a l 
t r a d i t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s t o force c o n t r a s t s u n f l a t t e r i n g t o 
european r e l i g i o u s h i s t o r y : "Missionaries and t r a v e l l e r s a l i k e .. 
concurred i n t h e i r p r a i s e of China's peaceful and stable government 
... China also became renowned f o r superior m o r a l i t y ... the c u l t of 
the sage ... became almost synonymous w i t h Chinese c u l t u r e ... such a 
f i g u r e f i t t e d admirably i n t o • the european p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
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background". A l i t t l e Chinese h i s t o r y was even found i n school textbooks i n 
France and Germany i n 1705 and 1722. (E.J. van Kley i n AHR 
76,2,Ap.1971,383). 
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I t i s not p o s s i b l e here to comment i n d e t a i l on 18th century 
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s c h o l a r l y debate on Chinese s o c i e t y , i n s t i t u t i o n s and thought. 
V i r t u a l l y a l l l i t e r a t i and p h i l o s o p h e r s - Condorcet, Diderot, 
H e l v e t i u s , P o i v r e , Herder, Quesnay, Turgot, Wolff and Goethe - wrote 
about China. Herder (1784) viewed China as "the foremost e d u c a t i o n a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n and c u l t u r a l c e n t r e of a l l n a t i o n s " . Diderot (1751) 
b e l i e v e d the Chinese to "d i s p u t e the palm ... wi t h the most 
en l i g h t e n e d peoples of Europe". P o i v r e (1769) a d v i s e d Frenchmen: "Go 
to Peking! Gaze upon the m i g h t i e s t of mortals ... the t r u e and 
p e r f e c t image of heaven". Quesnay (1767) r a t e d Chinese philosophy 
above the greek, b e l i e v e d China "the most b e a u t i f u l . . . the most 
f l o u r i s h i n g kingdom known ... equal to what a l l Europe would be i f 
the l a t t e r were u n i t e d ... founded upon wise and i r r e v o c a b l e laws", 
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and drew up propo s a l s f o r the a p p l i c a t i o n of Chinese law i n France. 
Wolff's nine major t r e a t i s e s (1728-53) were s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by 
Chinese p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n s , and i n h i s r e t i r i n g address a t 
H a l l e (1721) he i n s t a n c e d Confucian moral aphorisms as w i t n e s s to 
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human c a p a c i t y f o r attainment of moral t r u t h through reason. 
Prominent among the sources on which such s c h o l a r s drew were du 
Halde's L e t t r e s e d i f i a n t e s which (1702 - on, c a r r i e d on by other 
J e s u i t s u n t i l 1776) contained s o p h i s t i c a t e d comment on Chinese 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ; and h i s D e s c r i p t i o n ... de l a Chine (1733) which 
contained b e s i d e s t o p o g r a p h i c a l , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l d e t a i l , a 
d e t a i l e d , documented survey of e a r l i e r Chinese h i s t o r y , w i t h an 
57* 
e v a l u a t i o n of the sou r c e s . Other i n f l u e n t i a l w r i t e r s i n c l u d e d the 
r o y a l h i s t o r i a n Fourmant, who gave 67 pages to Chinese h i s t o r y from 
2704 B.C. i n h i s R e f l e x i o n s (1747) and importantly a s s e r t e d the 
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s u p e r i o r d e t a i l and v e r a c i t y of the Chinese sources; Lambert, whose 
H i s t o i r e generale (1750) devoted two volumes to China; and de Marsey, 
whose H i s t o i r e moderne des C h i n o i s (1754-73) c o n s c i o u s l y avoided 
euro-centrism. The v a r i o u s p u b l i c a t i o n s of de Guignes, c u r a t o r of the 
fre n c h crown's o r i e n t a l manuscripts, e s p e c i a l l y h i s H i s t o r y of the 
peoples of the steppes (1756-8) based mainly on Chinese s o u r c e s , 
brought out the world-importance of China, West-East c u l t u r a l 
d i f f u s i o n , and the theory t h a t not only Japan, but a l s o the 
* Though he never v i s i t e d China. 
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Americas, were peopled by Chinese. The t r a n s l a t i o n of the Confucian 
C l a s s i c of h i s t o r y by G a u b i l ( i n China 1733-59) and h i s subsequent 
T r a i t e de l a chronologie C h i n o i s e (1814) were i n f l u e n t i a l . L a s t l y , de 
M a i l l a ' s 13-volume, 5276-page H i s t o i r e generale de l a Chine (1777-85) 
t r a n s l a t e d Chu H s i ' s abridgement of Ssu-ma Kuang's (1084) m i c r o s c o p i c 
r e c o r d of Chinese h i s t o r y 403 B.C. to 959 A.D. M a i l l a ' s work , which 
i n c l u d e d a 200-page explanatory p r e f a c e , was a l s o p u b l i s h e d i n 
I t a l i a n (35 v o l s . 1781). 
Moreover, Chinese d e t a i l was i n c r e a s i n g l y found i n ' u n i v e r s a l 
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h i s t o r i e s ' - even i f always n a r r a t i v e and d y n a s t i c , only pre-221 
B.C., and u s u a l l y added to the main t e x t i n separate c h a p t e r s . Of 
such works, the most s i g n i f i c a n t , i n f l u e n t i a l and h i s t o r i c a l l y 
a c c e p t a b l e was V o l t a i r e ' s E s s a i s u r l e s moeurs (1756) which was 
p r i m a r i l y on Europe, but w i t h c h a p t e r s on the Arabs, P e r s i a , I n d i a , 
* 
Japan and China. The i n t r o d u c t i o n e u l o g i s e d Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h y , 
w r i t i n g , e t h i c s , government and r e l i g i o n , pointed to the comparative 
accuracy of her h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s and p i c k e d out China as one of the 
major c i v i l i s a t i o n s of a n t i q u i t y . The main t e x t opened w i t h two major 
ch a p t e r s on Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n , glowingly d e s c r i b i n g a l l a s p e c t s 
i n c l u d i n g i n v e n t i o n s (mentioning s i l k , paper, p r i n t i n g and the 
compass) s c i e n c e , law and r e l i g i o n . L a t e r chapters p o r t r a y e d the Ming 
as a time when " L ' e s p r i t d'ordre, du moderation, l e gout des 
s c i e n c e s , l a c u l t u r e de tous l e s a r t s u t i l e s a" l a v i e , un nombre 
prodigieux d ' i n v e n t i o n s q u i r e n d a i e n t ces a r t s p l u s f a c i l e s , 
composaient l a sagesse c h i n o i s e " ; and the 17th century as a p e r i o d 
when " l a c u l t u r e des t e r r e s , pouss^e a un p o i n t de p e r f e c t i o n dont on 
n'a pas encore approche en Europe . 
T h i s , then, c o n s t i t u t e d a s e r i o u s and i n f l u e n t i a l treatment of 
** 
Chinese i n t e l l e c t u a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y . The i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
B r u m f i t t ' s (1958) comment t h a t V o l t a i r e " d i s c o v e r s the philosophe 
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beneath the robes of the Chinese mandarin" are v i t i a t e d by the 
t e x t , which demonstrates V o l t a i r e ' s i n t e r e s t i n Chinese h i s t o r y 
* 
Not p u b l i s h e d u n t i l 1769. 
* A l b e i t only 2.3% of the book. 
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per se as he knew i t from many sources and h i s genuine b e l i e f i n i t s 
* 
w o r l d - c u l t u r a l importance. Supplemented by f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n t o 
China i n h i s l a t e r w o r k s , ^ i t helped r e i n f o r c e the s i t u a t i o n he 
himself noted i n 1769, t h a t China was " e n f i n mieux connue de nos 
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j o u r s que p l u s i e u r s provinces de 1'Europe". 
Mainland Europe's i n t e r e s t was p a r a l l e l e d i n B r i t a i n . S t i m u l i 
** 
i n c l u d e d , besides the hoaxer Psalmanazar, w r i t e r s such as T i n d a l 
(1731) who, f o l l o w i n g Couplet, c o r r e l a t e d c h r i s t i a n and Confucian 
aphorisms; Jackson (1752) who noted the uniqueness and superior 
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r e l i a b i l i t y o f Chinese h i s t o r i c a l sources despite some legends; and 
Bryant (1775-6) who again saw e a r l y Chinese h i s t o r y as a d i s t o r t i o n 
o f Genesis. These, w i t h e a r l i e r c o r r e l a t o r y analyses, despite some 
almost comical f a n t a s i e s represented "a serious and s i g n i f i c a n t 
endeavour - Europe's f i r s t attempt t o b r i n g China i n t o world 
h i s t o r y . 
One p a r t i c u l a r l y important stimulus t o i n t e r e s t both i n 
contemporary China and i n Chinese h i s t o r y was the English v e r s i o n 
(1738-41) o f du Halde's work, commended by i t s t r a n s l a t o r as 
des c r i b i n g "a People who w i s e l y make ( p o l i t i c s ) the Top o f a l l 
Science, and have perhaps a r r i v e d t o a great e r P r o f i c i e n c y t h e r e i n 
than a l l o ther Nations ... No laws or i n s t i t u t i o n s appear ... so w e l l 
c o n t r i v e d as the Chinese t o make both King and People happy ... t h e i r 
H i s t o r y f u r n i s h e s more remarkable instances of i n t r e p i d V i r t u e ... 
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than t h a t of Great B r i t a i n i t s e l f " . (He had e v i d e n t l y read 
Temple, 1690). 
C l e a r l y brought out i n (Johnson's?) t r a n s l a t i o n of h i s 
'conversation w i t h a learned Chinese' which unfavourably 
contrasted european s t a t e s w i t h China not only on account of 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , but also simply i n terms of len g t h 
of h i s t o r y and s i z e ; had the ( f i c t i t i o u s ? ) Chinese mock the 
smallness of the Jewish n a t i o n , deny knowledge of Greece, 
Constantine, the popes and p r o t e s t a n t reformers and claim Caesar 
t o have been a Turk; and concluded, "how r i d i c u l o u s i s i t f o r 
the Princes of our L i t t l e Dynasties t o hope f o r Fame". 
(Gentleman's Magazine, Jan 1742, 41-2). 
With h i s invented 'Formosan1 language, currency, geography, 
s o c i a l customs and p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , Psalmanazar "captured 
the imagination of a reading p u b l i c already h i g h l y curious about 
the c o u n t r i e s of the f a r east" (J.R. Knowles i n H.T. 15,12,Dec 
1965,873) i n c l u d i n g the Royal Society, notable s i n o l o g i s t s and 
academics (English and French) from 1703 u n t i l exposure i n 1710. 
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Probably no l e s s i n f l u e n t i a l was the anonymous Chinese T r a v e l l e r 
(1775) based on du Halde, Lecomte and o t h e r s , aimed to c o r r e c t 
s u p e r f i c i a l s t e r e o t y p e s even then developing, and gave f u l l and 
favourable d e t a i l s on Chinese government, law, r e l i g i o n , money and 
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t r a d e . These - p l u s d e s c r i p t i o n s of "innumerable" v i l l a g e s and 4402 
w a l l e d c i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y Nanking, 48 m i l e s around, w i t h two m i l l i o n 
people, Canton, w i t h 1.2 m i l l i o n people, Peking, with 120-foot-wide 
s t r e e t s , and "many more (which) might pa s s f o r the b i g g e s t i n the 
world"; 9,999 l a r g e s h i p s ; "broad, deep and commodious" c a n a l s , with 
paved and p l a n t e d roads a l o n g s i d e ; 1,145 i n n s f o r mandarins; and the 
68 
army of 2,648,000 men - must have helped f u e l the i n t e r e s t i n China 
which was by then burning b r i g h t . The book opened w i t h a study of 
Confucius and h i s "admirable" maxims, bases of "long peace and happy 
t r a n q u i l l i t y " under a " p e r f e c t and e x a c t " government; and, 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y , s t r e s s e d t h a t "the h i s t o r y which we o f f e r to our 
countrymen of t h i s wise and i n d u s t r i o u s n a t i o n i s h i g h l y worthy of 
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t h e i r p e r u s a l and c o n s i d e r a t i o n " . 
As i n Europe, the s u p e r i o r i t y of Chinese philosophy and e t h i c s 
was accepted. Addison, whose S p e c t a t o r (1710-on) p o p u l a r i s e d moral 
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philosophy, was impressed by Confucian p r e c e p t s . Dr. Johnson, i n 
h i s summary (1742) of du Halde's g r e a t work, represented Confucian 
philosophy as propagating " V i r t u e and the R e s t i t u t i o n of Human Nature 
to i t s o r i g i n a l p e r f e c t i o n " ; and thus i n s p i r e d , subsequently (1749) 
adv i s e d s c h o l a r s to study humanity "with e x t e n s i v e view .. . from 
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China to Peru". Such p o s i t i o n s were strengthened by the E n g l i s h 
t r a n s l a t i o n (1750) of Wolff's famous l e c t u r e (1721) p o r t r a y i n g 
Confucius as "spokesman f o r a s e n s i b l e m o r a l i t y almost e u c l i d e a n i n 
i t s l o g i c and e f f i c i e n c y ... here indeed was a man who would have 
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been ac c e p t a b l e a t almost any e n g l i s h dinner t a b l e " . 
Acceptance of the s u p e r i o r i t y of Chinese moral philosophy 
underpinned the use of comparative d e t a i l , sometimes i n f i c t i t i o u s 
l e t t e r s from Chinese o b s e r v e r s , as a means of s a t i r i s i n g e n g l i s h 
i n s t i t u t i o n s . Most notable i n t h a t r e s p e c t were the over 170 l e t t e r s 
from ' L i e n C h i A l t a n g i ' to 'Fum Hoam' by which Goldsmith lampooned 
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London s o c i e t y twice-weekly throughout 1760-61. 
17 
I n t e r e s t was e s p e c i a l l y demonstrated i n England, however, by 
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' c h i n o i s e r i e ' i n i t s v a r i o u s a s p e c t s . T e a - d r i n k i n g , brought from 
China i n 1658, was u n i v e r s a l w i t h i n a century. Chinese t e x t i l e s , 
p o r c e l a i n , w a l l p a p e r , lacquered ornaments, 'japanned' f u r n i t u r e , 
c h aise-longues and sedan c h a i r s a l l became f e a t u r e s of wealthy 
l i f e s t y l e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r the i m p o r t a t i o n of d u t c h - o r i e n t a l 
t a s t e by W i l l i a m I I I : "Our rooms are f i l l e d w i t h Pyramids of China, 
and adorned w i t h the Workmanship of Japan ... the Chinese (are) our 
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p o t t e r s " , wrote Addison (1710). 'Chinese' s t y l e s a l s o s t r o n g l y 
i n f l u e n c e d domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e from the 1750s, based on p a t t e r n s 
p u b l i s h e d by Chambers (1757) and o t h e r s . Chambers a l s o p u b l i s h e d a 
d i s s e r t a t i o n on Chinese gardening (1772) i t s e l f i n f l u e n c e d by 
A t t i r e t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n (1749, E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n 1752) and 
masterminded perhaps the b e s t - known example of 'Chinese' t a s t e , the 
* * 
Kew 10-storeyed pagoda and * Chinese' p a v i l i o n decorated w i t h p a n e l s 
*** 
of the l i f e of Confucius. 
I n the t h e a t r e , Chinese a l l u s i o n s and themes were i n c r e a s i n g l y 
frequent. Chinese h i s t o r y i n s p i r e d s e v e r a l p l a y s , and an 
entertainment by G a r r i c k (1775) . More s i g n i f i c a n t l y , the 14th-century 
Chinese p l a y , Orphan of the house of Chao, which had been p u b l i s h e d 
i n f i v e european languages by the 1740s (a French v e r s i o n O r p h e l i n de 
l a Chine, was brought out by V o l t a i r e , and an o p e r a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
**** 
by M e t a s t a s i o , w h i l s t Goethe's u n f i n i s h e d Elpenor was based on 
*** 
i t ) was staged i n London i n 1741 and 1759. ** 
T h i s rage f o r 'Chinese' m o t i f s , f a s h i o n s and themes should not 
be d i s m i s s e d as a t r i v i a l i t y . Van Kley (1971) has pointed to i t s 
s i g n i f i c a n c e : "The c h i n o i s e r i e s of 18th century d e c o r a t i v e a r t s ... 
* 
Though a l s o p e r v a s i v e a c r o s s Europe, as shown by Lesage and 
d'Orneval's 'Chinese' masque, Arlequine Barbet, Rameau's opera 
Les Indes G a l a n t e s and 'Chinese' m o t i f s i n p a l a c e s a t 
V e r s a i l l e s , Potsdam, Munich and elsewhere. 
** 
Chinese pagodas should have an odd number of s t o r e y s . 
*** 
4,000 h o r t i c u l t u r a l specimens brought back by the Macartney 
e x p e d i t i o n (1793) were l a t e r p l a n t e d t h e r e . 
**** 
He had read du Halde's t r a n s l a t i o n . 
*** 
** 1761 saw the f i r s t E n g l i s h p u b l i c a t i o n of any a u t h e n t i c Chinese 
novel, P ercy's The p l e a s i n g h i s t o r y (Hau Kiou Choaan) i n 4 v o l s . 
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were a l l p a r t and product of t h i s g r e a t l y expanded knowledge of and 
i n t e r e s t i n China ... european s c h o l a r s were b u i l d i n g up an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y broader base from which to e v a l u a t e China's p a s t ... 
Chinese h i s t o r y appears to have become, i n f a c t , a s e l f j u s t i f y i n g 
study . 
Disenchantment w i t h China may be found i n the same p e r i o d , 
however, i n Fe"nelon's (1697) c r i t i c i s m of c l a i m s f o r Chinese h i s t o r y , 
philosophy and technology; Defoe's w r i t i n g s (1705, 1719,1720); 
Walters' d e s c r i p t i o n (1748) of Anson's s t a y a t Canton; and 
Montesquieu's (1748) a t t a c k on the favourable r e p o r t s of m i s s i o n a r i e s 
i n phraseology such as " l e s brigandages des mandarins", "des i n j u r e s 
f a i t e s a l a nature humaine", " t y r a n n i e consumment", " l a t y r a n n i e p l u s 
* 
c r u e l l e " . Subsequent accounts of Macartney's e x p e r i e n c e s , s t i r r e d up 
by G i l l r a y c a r t o ons, occasioned d i s f a v o u r ; and romantic views were 
undermined by Alexander (1798) and Barrow (1804) both of whom had 
accompanied Macartney. Barrow a t t a c k e d the Chinese government's 
"p r i d e and haughty i n s o l e n c e " , argued " t h a t (China) has continued to 
improve so as s t i l l to v i e w i t h many of the p r e s e n t european s t a t e s 
... i s not by any means c l e a r " , i n s i s t e d t h a t China had "few works of 
a r t , few remains of a n c i e n t grandeur ... no p a i n t i n g s , nor p i e c e s of 
s c u l p t u r e " , and d e s c r i b e d the people as "frowzy ... f i l t h i n e s s i s 
found to be most favourable ... many are not so c l e a n l y , but s p i t 
about the rooms or a g a i n s t the w a l l s l i k e the French ... t h e i r bodies 
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are as seldom washed as t h e i r ... d r e s s " . 
Western acceptance of Chinese t r a d i t i o n s as a d e s i r a b l y 
normative i n f l u e n c e f e l l away s h a r p l y i n the 19th century, 
culminating i n the h o s t i l e r a c i a l and c u l t u r a l s t e r e o t y p e s broadcast ** 78 by the American Wells W i l l i a m s (1847) and by Smith (1894). That 
d e t e r i o r a t i o n was p a r t l y due to the r i d i c u l i n g of t h i n g s Chinese 
along w i t h the rococo, but a l s o r e f l e c t e d a complex of more s e r i o u s 
f a c t o r s , not l e a s t the development of n a t i o n a l i s m , n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , 
r a c i a l and e t h n i c b e l i e f s and the d o c t r i n e of h i s t o r i c a l 
79 
'progress'. I n t e r e s t never d i e d , however, i n Europe. Remusat (1815) 
a t t a c k e d i d e a s t h a t the Chinese had not progressed and pointed to the 
importance of t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c t r a d i t i o n . I n h i s l a t e r y e a r s , Goethe 
* 
Montesquieu a t t r i b u t e d Chinese s u c c e s s e s s o l e l y to the c l i m a t e . 
** 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n B r i t a i n i n 1883. 
19 
read widely i n t o Chinese l i t e r a t u r e and became i n c r e a s i n g l y convinced 
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of the q u a l i t i e s of her p u b l i c m o r a l i t y . Published books included 
Grosier's seven volumes (1818-20) g i v i n g d e t a i l on a l l aspects of 
China from ecology t o science; Remusat's t r a n s l a t i o n (1836) of 
Fa-hsien's Travels; Hue's study (1857) of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n China; 
several studies by Reinaud (mid-century) demonstrating 
euro-indian-sino r e l a t i o n s h i p s v i a the i s l a m i c world; B i o t ' s 
(mid-century) t r a n s l a t i o n s o f Chou p e r i o d sources, plus a study of 
Chinese educational h i s t o r y ; Pfizmaier's t r a n s l a t i o n s (1850-84) of 
p a r t s of the Shih Chih and Han Shu; and Richtofen's p u b l i c a t i o n s 
( l a t e century) on Chinese h i s t o r i c a l geography. The important j o u r n a l 
T'oung Pao was published from 1890. E s p e c i a l l y important t o the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of mainland Europe's r e a l i s a t i o n of China's wor l d -
h i s t o r i c a l importance was Hegel, who c l e a r l y understood both her 
c u l t u r a l importance ("there are nations i n which many a r t s have 
a t t a i n e d a high degree of p e r f e c t i o n , as i n China and I n d i a " ) and 
t h a t her t r a d i t i o n was autochthonous ("a country which, 
s e l f - o r i g i n a t e d , appeared t o have no connection w i t h the outside 
world " ) . I n p a r t i c u l a r , i n h i s Philosophy of h i s t o r y (1830-31) Hegel 
s t r o n g l y stressed the importance of China's h i s t o r y , recorded 
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c i v i l i s a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l system. 
I n t e r e s t s i m i l a r l y survived i n the English - speaking world. I n 
1835, the Penny Magazine ran a s i x p a r t s e r i e s confessing China 
"palpably d i s t i n g u i s h e d from a l l other nations c l a i m i n g t o be 
c i v i l i z e d ... The remote a n t i q u i t y which i t claims, and which seems 
t o render i t the o l d e s t o f e x i s t i n g n a t i o n s , makes us anxious t o 
i n v e s t i g a t e " ; and d e s c r i b i n g i n terms of awe her "impressive" c i t i e s , 
" a s t o n i s h i n g " great w a l l , "incomparable" grand canal, "magnificent" 
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b r i d g e s , "admirable" roads and "ingenious" people. I n 1843, 
London's 'Chinese' e x h i b i t i o n drew vast crowds, as i n the USA, where 
the previous year the American O r i e n t a l Society had been founded and 
where, ten years e a r l i e r , the f i r s t american s i n o l o g i c a l j o u r n a l , 
Chinese Repository, had been published. I n 1842, Ewbank admitted the 
Chinese t o have been "preserved as a n a t i o n through periods of time 
unexampled i n the h i s t o r y of the worl d ... who, notwithstanding a l l 
* Though a t t a c k i n g aspects of her m o r a l i t y and s c i e n t i f i c 
r e p u t a t i o n . (Philosophy of h i s t o r y 1956,117.) 
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t h a t our v a n i t y may suggest to d e p r e c i a t e , have f u r n i s h e d evidence of 
an e x c e l l e n c e i n ... the a r t s t h a t has never been surpassed ... as 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d f o r t h e i r i n g e n u i t y and the o r i g i n a l i t y of t h e i r 
i n v e n t i o n s , a s f o r t h e i r a n t i q u i t y and the p e c u l i a r i t y of many of 
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t h e i r customs". 
I n a d d i t i o n to popular g e n e r a l overviews of Chinese people and 
s o c i a l customs, such as those by Davis (1844) and Wells W i l l i a m s 
* 
(1847, 1861, 1883) numerous s c h o l a r l y works of s i g n i f i c a n c e were 
p u b l i s h e d during the 19th century up to the g r e a t war. They i n c l u d e d 
Staunton's e d i t i o n (1853-4) of Mendoza's h i s t o r y of China; Y u l e ' s 
i n f l u e n t i a l v e r s i o n s of western t r a v e l l e r s ' j o u r n a l s (1866, 1871); 
Wylie's study of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e (1867) and t r a n s l a t i o n s from the 
Han Shu (1874 on); Legge's r e n d i t i o n s of the Confucian a n a l e c t s 
(1861) the i d e a s of Mencius (1861) the S h i h Ching (1865) the Shu 
Ching (1865) the Ch'un Ch'iu- (1872) the major Confucian and t a o i s t 
t e x t s (1879-85, 1891) and F a - h s i e n ' s T r a v e l s ; B e a l ' s (1884,1911) and 
B r e t s c h n e i d e r ' s (1888) major t r a n s l a t i o n s ; G i l e s ' t r a n s l a t i o n (1889) 
of Chuang-tzu, h i s b i o g r a p h i c a l survey of 2379 Chinese p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
(1898) and h i s h i s t o r i e s of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e (1901) and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n (1911); H i r t h ' s h i s t o r y of e a r l y China (1908); and 
Mayers' b i o g r a p h i c a l survey of 900 l e a d i n g personages (1910). By 
1914, a t l e a s t t h r e e t r a n s l a t i o n s of 'Confucius' Book of H i s t o r y had 
been p u b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h , and a t l e a s t 13 a r t i c l e s on the Confucian 
examination system. 8^ 
Twentieth-century i n t e r e s t i n China and her h i s t o r y w i l l be 
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d e t a i l e d subsequently. Continued s c h o l a r l y a t t e n t i o n has r e f l e c t e d 
not only r e a l i s a t i o n of the s u b t l e t y of the Chinese h i s t o r i c a l and 
c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n , p a r t l y i n response to the 'Chinese r e n a i s s a n c e ' 
s c h o l a r s such as Fan Wen-Ian, Hu S h i h , Fung Yu-lan and L i n Yutang, 
but a l s o s h a r p l y i n c r e a s e d awareness of China's contemporary world 
importance. Thus by 1921, L a t o u r e t t e could l i s t 60 major books 
p u b l i s h e d the p r e v i o u s decade, w h i l s t by 1977 over 500 d o c t o r a t e s on 
China had been presented to U.S. u n i v e r s i t i e s s i n c e 1900 (though the 
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bulk were post 1970). 
Reference to more p o p u l a r l y known w r i t e r s on China, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those who may have i n f l u e n c e d t e a c h e r s ' a t t i t u d e s w i l l r e c u r 
* For t i t l e s of these and works noted on subsequent pages see 
b i b l i o g r a p h y . 
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throughout t h i s study. N e v e r t h e l e s s , a b r i e f survey of 20th century 
s c h o l a r s h i p i s thought r e l e v a n t a t t h i s p o i n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y those 
w r i t e r s who have brought Chinese source m a t e r i a l i n t o european 
languages. From Sweden have come Andersson's major book (1934) and 
important a r t i c l e s on Chinese p r e - h i s t o r y ; J a n s e ' s s t u d i e s of a n c i e n t 
East-West c o n t a c t s ; and K a r l g r e n ' s a r t i c l e s on Chinese p h i l o l o g y . 
From Holland, Duyvendak's t r a n s l a t i o n of Yang Kung-sun (1928) and 
monograph on e a r l y c h i n e s e - a f r i c a n c o n t a c t s a r e much c i t e d . Germany 
has produced Forke's d e f i n i t i v e h i s t o r y of Chinese philosophy 
(1927-38) and other p u b l i c a t i o n s ; Franke's h i s t o r i c a l and 
* 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l works, e s p e c i a l l y h i s five-volume H i s t o r y (1930-53); 
Herrman's a r t i c l e s and book (1935) on East-West trade r o u t e s ; 
Wilhelm's t r a n s l a t i o n s i n the 1920's of s e v e r a l e a r l y c l a s s i c s ; 
Eberhard's s t u d i e s from the 1930's on north China, and much-quoted 
gen e r a l h i s t o r y (1950); and, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of documentary 
sour c e s , H i r t h ' s work from the 1880's i n c l u d i n g t r a n s l a t i o n s (1885) 
* * 
of 17 Chinese accounts of m i s s i o n s abroad and incoming, Chao 
Ju-Kua's t e x t on medieval Chinese trade (1911) and Ssu-ma Ch'ien's 
summary of Chang-ch'ien's r e p o r t (1917). France has produced 
Saussure's a r t i c l e s on Chinese astronomy (1930s); Chavannes' 
five-volume t r a n s l a t i o n (1895-1905) of p a r t of the Shih Chih, and 
other m a t e r i a l s (pre 1916) from Chinese sources; C o r d i e r ' s g r e a t 
b i b l i o g r a p h y (1878-95), four volume H i s t o r y (1920), and e d i t i o n s of 
Yule (1903-20, 1913-16); P e l l i o t ' s a r t i c l e s on Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n 
and f o r e i g n i n f u s i o n s (1905-28); Maspero's p u b l i c a t i o n s on language, 
r e l i g i o n , astronomy, s c i e n c e and r e l i g i o n (1910-50); Granet's 
r e s e a r c h e s (1920s) i n t o song, dance, f e s t i v a l and legend; Grousset's 
p u b l i c a t i o n s (1929-onwards) b r i n g i n g out the world-connections of 
Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n ; Chardin's work (between-wars) on n e o l i t h i c 
China; and B a l a z ' s a r t i c l e s (1933-on) on Taoism. 
English-language s c h o l a r s h i p has been no l e s s p r o d u c t i v e . Among 
american s c h o l a r s , Schoff (1921) showed t r a d i n g connections between 
E a s t A s i a and Mediterranean i n roman times. L a u f e r (1919) p u b l i s h e d 
"The b e s t h i s t o r y of China i n any western language". 
( J . Needham, S c i e n c e and c i v i l i s a t i o n 1954, 1, 73) 
** 
"A c l a s s i c a l book". (Needham, op c i t , 191 note a ) . 
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microscopic evidence on chinese-iranian c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n . Teggart 
(1938) suggested i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s between p o l i t i c a l events i n Han 
China and Rome. Lattimore (1940) c l a r i f i e d the importance t o Chinese 
and world h i s t o r y of r e l a t i o n s between the a g r a r i a n and nomadic 
peoples. Creel's several books (1936, 1937, 1951, 1970) i l l u m i n a t e d 
the Shang-Chou pe r i o d . Dubs' t r a n s l a t i o n s of the Han Shu 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y added t o sources f o r western scholars (1938-55). 
Bodde's important source-based study of L i Ssu (1938) and 
t r a n s l a t i o n s of Fung Yu-Lan's p h i l o s o p h i c a l h i s t o r i e s (1937, 1953) 
have been much-cited. Goodrich's s e r i e s of p u b l i c a t i o n s since the 
1930's on Chinese c u l t u r e and technology culminated i n h i s important 
sh o r t h i s t o r y (1943). 
More recent american scholarship has included Burton Watson's 
study of Ssu-ma Ch'ien (1958) and t r a n s l a t i o n s from the Shih Chih 
(1961) the Han Shu (1974) and Chinese philosophy (1963-4); de Bary's 
t r a n s l a t i o n s from Chinese philosophy (1960); Reischauer's work (1955, 
1960-73); Wright's p u b l i c a t i o n s on Confucianism (1960) and e a r l y 
medieval China (1973, 1978); Levenson and Schumann's analysis of 
e a r l y China (1969); Hsu's modern study (1970) complemented by 
t r a n s l a t e d sources (1971); McNeill and Sedlar's c l a s s i c a l and 
medieval documentary e x t r a c t s (1970-71); Fairbank's i l l u m i n a t i o n of 
chinese-western r e l a t i o n s h i p s (1964, 1968, 1972); E l v i n ' s 
socio-economic a n a l y s i s (1973); and Spence's document-based 17th 
century studies (1974, 1978, 1979). 
Likewise, r i c h scholarship has emanated from 20th century 
B r i t a i n . I n 1923, Giles complemented e a r l i e r work w i t h a t r a n s l a t i o n 
from Fa-hsien. By then, S t e i n had already p u b l i c i s e d (1912, 1921) 
h i s d i s c o v e r i e s i n n o r t h and west China, w h i l s t Childe was beginning 
t o p u b l i s h studies of interconnections between China, I n d i a and the 
West, and Hopkins h i s d e t a i l e d a r t i c l e s on ancient i n s c r i p t i o n s 
(1917-47). Understanding of geographical determinants on e a r l y China 
was enhanced by Barbour (1925-35). At the same time, S o o t h i l l ' s 
study of China and the West (1925) was p u b l i s h e d , and l a t e r (1951) 
h i s complex a n a l y s i s of l a t e Chou k i n g s h i p . Hudson (1931) 
demonstrated the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of China-West 
contacts. F i t z g e r a l d ' s p e l l u c i d summary of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n 
(1935) i s w e l l known, as are h i s other, b i o g r a p h i c a l , studies (1933, 
1956) and more p o l i t i c a l works (1964, 1973). Hughes', work on 
western r e l i g i o u s p e n e t r a t i o n of China (1937) and Chinese philosophy 
# T^&u^k V Utter tuo &«. lar'.hiK ScUoW.* . 
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(1942) was s i g n i f i c a n t . Other p u b l i c a t i o n s between the wars i n c l u d e d 
R ostovtzev's a r t i c l e s d e t a i l i n g connections between China, P e r s i a , 
R u s s i a and the h e l l e n i s t i c world; Seligman's work on l i k e n e s s e s 
between bronze-age Europe and China; and Armstrong's on common 
a g r a n i a n - f e r t i l i t y r i t u a l i s t i c f e a t u r e s . The importance of Waley's 
work between 1918 and the 1960' s i n d i s s e m i n a t i n g knowledge of 
87 
Chinese sources to a wider audience w i l l be c o nsidered s e p a r a t e l y . 
More r e c e n t b r i t i s h s c h o l a r s h i p i n c l u d e s Boxer's t r a n s l a t i o n s 
(1953) and numerous a r t i c l e s f o r n o n - s p e c i a l i s t r e a d e r s (1958-80); 
major h i s t o r i c a l and h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s by P u l l e y b l a n k (1955, 
61, 76); McAleavy's work on modern China (1968) and, again, s e v e r a l 
p o p u l a r i s i n g a r t i c l e s (1957-64); Loewe's r e s e a r c h e s i n t o the Han 
(1967,68,74); Schram's much-cited works on Mao (1966,69); W i l l i a m 
Watson's a u t h o r i t a t i v e s c r u t i n i e s of e a r l y Chinese c u l t u r e and 
a r t e f a c t s (1966, 67, 73, 8 1 ) ; Dawson's v a l u a b l e q u a r t e t (1967, 72, 
78, 8 1 ) ; and T w i t c h e t t ' s s t u d i e s on the T'ang (1963, 73) p l u s j o i n t 
e d i t o r s h i p w i t h F a i r b a n k of the Cambridge H i s t o r y of China (1979 
ongoing). Standing d i s t i n c t over s e v e r a l decades, however, has been 
Needham, w i t h over a s c o r e of d e t a i l e d a r t i c l e s on Chinese s c i e n c e 
and technology and a s u c c e s s i o n of books (1954 ongoing, 1969, 70, 75, 
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81) of fundamental importance to w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s . 
I n sum, i t i s c l e a r t h a t s i n c e the middle ages, but s h a r p l y 
i n c r e a s i n g from the l a t e r 19th century to today, p e r s i s t e n t s c h o l a r l y 
i n t e r e s t i n wider contemporary and h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s has 
focused i n p a r t i c u l a r upon t h i n g s Chinese; and has been more r e c e n t l y 
* 
p a r a l l e l e d by reasonably a c c u r a t e , o b j e c t i v e , t e x t u a l t r a n s l a t i o n s 
and source-based d e s c r i p t i o n s and e v a l u a t i o n s of Chinese customs, 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , high c u l t u r e , philosophy and h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . Moreover 
i t should be emphasised t h a t many of those s t u d i e s are readable 
without d i f f i c u l t y by laymen. Thus, i t i s a s s e r t e d t h a t any n e g l e c t 
of Chinese h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e which may have o c c u r r e d i n b r i t i s h 
89 
s c h o o l s and c o l l e g e s i n r e c e n t decades cannot have been occasioned 
by l a c k of m a t e r i a l s f o r use by t e a c h e r s or s c h o ol text-book w r i t e r s 
and must have r e f l e c t e d q u e s t i o n s not of r e s o u r c e s but of e d u c a t i o n a l 
90 
a t t i t u d e s and c o n v i c t i o n s . 
* 
Even by 1954, Needham could l i s t 37 Chinese n o n - f i c t i o n books 
p u b l i s h e d pre 1800 t r a n s l a t e d i n whole or i n p a r t i n t o E n g l i s h 
( i n c l u d i n g 15 of the H i s t o r i e s ) and another 18 i n t o German or 
French ( i n c l u d i n g 13 of the H i s t o r i e s ) . (Science and c i v i l i s a t i o n v o l 1, 253-62). 24 
Chapter Two: The case f o r t e a c h i n g world and Chinese h i s t o r y to 
b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n . 
I t now becomes n e c e s s a r y to c o n s i d e r why the product of t h a t 
i n t e r e s t and s c h o l a r s h i p o u t l i n e d i n the p r e v i o u s chapter might be 
considered r e l e v a n t to c h i l d r e n ' s education i n the l a t e 20th century 
West. Such c o n s i d e r a t i o n w i l l be pursued i n two s t a g e s . F i r s t , 
arguments f o r and advocacy of broader p e r s p e c t i v e s i n education -
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n h i s t o r y - w i l l be surveyed. Second, the s p e c i f i c 
v a l u e s of studying Chinese h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the l i g h t of 
broader w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l arguments, w i l l be a s s e s s e d . These p r o c e s s e s 
w i l l be pursued d e s p i t e awareness t h a t t h e r e i s , f i r s t , a r e s i d u a l 
danger i n a l l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of comparative v a l u e s , c e r t a i n l y w i t h 
regard to w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s , of naive statement of the 
o b v i o u s ; 1 and second, i n the p r e s e n t e x e r c i s e , danger of 
s u p e r f i c i a l i t y and a s s e r t i o n unsupported by e m p i r i c a l evidence. 
Nonetheless, some attempt i s considered e s s e n t i a l , pending f u t u r e 
d o c t o r a l r e s e a r c h more c l o s e l y f o c u s i n g on these p a r t i c u l a r 
q u e s t i o n s . 
One fundamental argument f o r world h i s t o r y must be t h a t which 
a p p l i e s to a l l h i s t o r y - t h a t , l i k e the evening sky, i t i s t h e r e (or 
used to be) and f a s c i n a t e s man by v i r t u e of i t s i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t , 
i n t h a t i t s p a t t e r n s cannot be comprehended save through an 
e x h i l a r a t i n g p r o c e s s of i m a g i n a t i v e i n q u i r y . That argument, advanced 
i n r e s p e c t of education i n g e n e r a l and h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r by the 
19th century o n t o l o g i s t Herbart, from whose contention t h a t the c h i e f 
purpose of education must be moral technology, which depended on the 
c u l t i v a t i o n of i d e a s a c r o s s the whole l e a r n i n g spectrum, "many-sided 
2 
i n t e r e s t became the u l t i m a t e aim of education"; and by modern 
3 
h i s t o r i c a l educators such as Hales (1966) and o t h e r s ; w i l l not be 
d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r . I t w i l l be assumed t h a t "boys and g i r l s want to 
know, and t h i s i s an e x c e l l e n t reason f o r i n t r o d u c i n g them to another 
4 
h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n than t h e i r own"; as w i l l a c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
world h i s t o r y argument, t h a t i t s study promises enrichment f o r the 
* 
i n d i v i d u a l , seen, pace Herbart, as the q u i n t e s s e n t i a l aim of 
education, and i n which the r o l e of broader h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s has 
5 
been urged by Dean (1956) and many o t h e r s . 
* 
And R.H. Tawney, i n W. Rawson(ed) The freedom we seek, 1937,62. 
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Human enrichment presupposes the broadening of imagination, 
el o q u e n t l y advocated as an educational goal by Polanyi (1958) Bruner 
(1966) and Warnock (1976) and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n respect of h i s t o r i c a l 
study by Charlton (1967-8). The p o i n t was s p e c i f i c a l l y d i r e c t e d 
towards broader h i s t o r i c a l studies by the Council f o r Curriculum 
Reform (1945) , t h a t a basic human need was " t o be swung clean out 
of ... confined and immediate circumstance i n t o a wider world of 
imagination". They continued, "We cannot deny the use o f the 
h i s t o r i c a l imagination . .. some r i c h or e x c i t i n g piece of the past 
remote from (the c h i l d ' s ) own l i f e , " and suggested studies o f Marco 
Polo or the Chinese emperor's c o u r t . S i m i l a r arguments have been 
advanced by numerous scholars i n c l u d i n g H i l l (1953) who, a s s e r t i n g 
h i s t o r y ' s p o t e n t i a l f o r awakening "imaginative wonder and excitement 
about the whole world of humanity", p o i n t e d l y advocated "study of a 
region or country ... markedly d i f f e r e n t as w e l l as f a r away from the 
7 
homeland". 
The relevance of such s t r e s s on imagination t o the i n t e r e s t s and 
thought-processes of the c h i l d i s w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d . Cairns (1953) 
detected " i n t e r e s t i n the ideas of other peoples," w i t h no apparent 
n a t i o n a l preference, and a d e f i n i t e p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r "more romantic 
and remote elements". Musgrove (1963) discovered among c h i l d r e n of 
a l l a b i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g the l e s s - a b l e , "a very strong i n c l i n a t i o n 
towards f o r e i g n and away from p a r o c h i a l h i s t o r y ... an extremely 
pronounced tendency ... t o p r e f e r h i s t o r y which i s d i s t a n t i n time 
and place and i n v o l v e s an imaginative e f f o r t a t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n " . 
Q 
Those f i n d i n g s have been confirmed by Simon (1979). Strong 
supportive assertions have been made by leading h i s t o r i c a l educators 
i n c l u d i n g Coltham (1971) Burston (1972) and Egan (1978). 9 
A fundamental outcome of personal enrichment and imaginative 
stimulus which might reasonably be looked f o r i n c h i l d r e n i s 
" h e l i o c e n t r i c " t h i n k i n g , 1 ^ a deepening of t h e i r human understanding 
and imaginative empathy and a b i l i t y t o conceptualise and appreciate 
t h a t "what i s sacred among one people may be r i d i c u l o u s i n another; 
and what i s despised or r e j e c t e d by one c u l t u r a l group may i n a 
d i f f e r e n t environment become the cornerstone f o r a great e d i f i c e " . 1 ^ " 
Understanding of t h i s l e d Morris (1967) t o place f i r s t among the 
a t t r i b u t e s of c i v i l i s a t i o n " l o v e , sympathy and respect f o r o t h e r s " , 
and Boyle and Lauwerys (1967) t o assert t h a t "the human 
species .. . w i l l need t o achieve a world perspective ... an 
26 
understanding and a tol e r a n c e ... f o r the innumerable t r a d i t i o n s and 
12 
p a t t e r n s of behaviour ... throughout the world". 
Such understandings of human d i v e r s i t y , t h a t " r e c i p r o c i t y i n 
thought" s i n g l e d out by Piaget and Weil (1951) as " v i t a l t o the 
attainment o f i m p a r t i a l i t y and a f f e c t i v e understanding", i t s e l f a 
major problem of the educational process,"''3 must be regarded, 
p a r a d o x i c a l l y , as e s s e n t i a l t o any r e a l i s a t i o n of the oneness of 
mankind. 
In s i s t e n c e upon r e a l i s a t i o n of common humanity, t h a t "the 
14 
mansion of human values i s l a r g e " , as c a r d i n a l t o a l l p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
and educational e n t e r p r i s e , was c e n t r a l t o s t o i c and e a r l y c h r i s t i a n 
t h i n k i n g . The e a r l y 16th century Las Casas maintained t h a t "mankind 
i s one". 1 5 Hegel (1830) argued t h a t man's r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the 'world 
s p i r i t ' was " t h a t o f s i n g l e p a r t s t o the whole which i s t h e i r 
substance .. . Since God i s omnipresent he i s present i n everyone and 
„ 16 
appears i n everyone's consciousness . I n more recent times, 
17 
s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d by experiences of world war, the theme has been 
r e c a p i t u l a t e d by a succession of scholars and educators, i n c l u d i n g 
Schrodinger (1961) Berredo Carneiro (1963) G a l l i e (1964) Henderson 
(1966) Okasha (1972) and F r e i r e (1974). Shafer (1952) f o r instance, 
lamenting western scholars' e l a b o r a t i o n o f d i f f e r e n c e s r a t h e r than 
common f e a t u r e s , i n s i s t e d t h a t whatever 'progress' man had achieved, 
" a l l ideas i n l i t e r a t u r e , philosophy ... a l l knowledge i n the a r t s i n 
18 
a l l c i v i l i s a t i o n s " , r e f l e c t e d the e f f o r t s of many peoples. Urgent 
need f o r understanding of a more concrete aspect of t h i s e s s e n t i a l 
interdependence, t h a t of t e c h n o l o g i c a l d i f f u s i o n , was underlined 
between the wars by L i n t o n (1936) w h i l s t the outstanding post-war 
exponent of the same theme, focusing p a r t i c u l a r l y on China, but 
impressively world-wide i n v i s i o n , has been Needham (1954-on, 1969, 
1970, 1975, 1 9 8 1 ) . 1 9 
I n respect of school c u r r i c u l a , the theme of common humanity has 
been most e f f e c t i v e l y a m p l i f i e d by H i l l (1953) t h a t h i s t o r y 
syllabuses must emphasise those u n i v e r s a l s p i r i t u a l and m a t e r i a l 
factors-such as f a m i l y l i f e and s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n n o v a t i o n , a r t s and sciences, r e l i g i o n s , and outstanding heroic or 
s e l f - s a c r i f i c i a l achievements-demonstrating t o c h i l d r e n " t h a t the 
c u l t u r e of mankind represents the accumulated experience ... of 
20 
almost every p a r t of the globe." 
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Such appreciations are themselves e s s e n t i a l t o the p u r s u i t of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding, the c e n t r a l educational importance of 
which, and the r e l a t e d r o l e of h i s t o r y teaching, have been repeatedly 
urged since the f i r s t w orld war by the League of Nations Union, the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of I n t e l l e c t u a l Cooperation, the New (World) 
Educational Fellowship whose 1932 conference asserted t h a t "international-
understanding can r e s u l t only from an a p p r e c i a t i o n o f ... 
geographical, economic, h i s t o r i c a l , p o l i t i c a l , r e l i g i o u s and other 
f a c t s ... about other peoples i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e i r way of l i f e " ; and 
Unesco, whose educational purposes were defined by i t s 
d i r e c t o r - g e n e r a l (1962) as " t o increase among youth a knowledge of 
the w o r l d and i t s peoples, sympathetic a t t i t u d e s which w i l l enable 
21 
young people t o view other c u l t u r e s w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e " . Those 
aims, and t h e i r c o r o l l a r y , the need f o r w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
p erspectives, have l i k e w i s e been s t r o n g l y urged by a succession o f 
20th century scholars, e s p e c i a l l y since 1945. Caldwell, f o r 
instance (1959) observing t h a t "a great measure of the understanding 
needed stems from the experiences c h i l d r e n have i n school", i n s i s t e d 
t h a t "the necessity f o r mutual East-West understanding cannot be 
denied; and the soundest basis f o r f o s t e r i n g ( i t ) i s ... the 
i n c u l c a t i o n of t r u e a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the c u l t u r a l values, i d e a l s , and 
accomplishments of the peoples who are a l i e n t o us". Henderson 
(1964) c a l l e d f o r an ambitious educational d r i v e , c a p i t a l i s i n g upon 
the processes through which l o y a l t y t o n a t i o n i s b u i l t up, t o help 
the c h i l d acquire g l o b a l l o y a l t i e s complementing h i s p r o v i n c i a l 
attachments and enabling him t o combat p r e j u d i c e and f a n a t i c i s m . 
Toynbee (1970) maintained, "We cannot know anyone adequately unless 
we know more . .. than merely what he i s today ... some teaching of 
22** 
world h i s t o r y ought t o be p a r t o f the c u r r i c u l u m at every stage". 
The goals of promoting i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding and 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of common human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and achievements through 
educational avenues i n c l u d i n g w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l studies are f u r t h e r 
* 
Though o r i g i n s going back t o the 1830's have been noted by E.M. 
Hunt, i n I.L . Kandel and G.M. Whipple 36th year book of the 
NSSE, 1937, p a r t 2, 109. 
** 
Nor should such ideas be dismissed as empty dreaming by z e a l o t s . 
Henderson has pointed t o the f u t i l i t y o f "soapy sentimental 
ideas about wo r l d co-operation and brotherhood", i n s i s t i n g t h a t 
what i s needed i s p r a c t i c a b l e measures of c u r r i c u l u m reform. 
(J.L. Henderson World co-operation, 1968, 37, 45). 
28 
l i n k e d to urgent need f o r education a g a i n s t e t h n i c , n a t i o n a l and 
r a c i a l misconceptions and s t e r e o t y p i n g , e l o q u e n t l y proclaimed by 
s c h o l a r s i n c l u d i n g R u s s e l l (1932) Henderson (1963) G a l l i e (1964) and 
23 
Toynbee (1972). E m p i r i c a l evidence r e l e v a n t to such need i n 
r e s p e c t of c h i l d r e n , whether a g a i n s t persons and groups w i t h i n or 
without the n a t i o n a l f r o n t i e r s , i s o f f e r e d by mainly b r i t i s h and 
american r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s . These amply j u s t i f y Katz and I v e y ' s 
i n s i s t e n c e (1977) t h a t "we must begin to remove the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
s h a c k l e s and p s y c h o l o g i c a l c h a i n s t h a t keep us i n a mental and 
24 
s p i r i t u a l bondage". 
Of e a r l i e r r e s e a r c h e r s , Bogardus (1928) demonstrated t h a t 
c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s r e i n f o r c e d by both fa m i l y and media, l e d f i r s t 
t o misunderstandings, then to "fundamental a v e r s i o n s " . C h i l d r e n were 
thus " s a t u r a t e d a t an e a r l y date ... w i t h both a n t i r a c i a l and 
p r o r a c i a l b e l i e f s " which preceded the a c q u i s i t i o n of knowledge or 
experience. Green (1932) e x t r a c t e d over 30,000 p r e j u d i c e d statements 
from over 4,000 c h i l d r e n , both primary and secondary. A l l the 
sample were p r e j u d i c e d . Chinese, f o r example, were seen as c r u e l 
t o r t u r e r s and i d o l a t e r s . C h i l d r e n were a l r e a d y b i a s e d a t the age of 
seven by p r e j u d i c e s which would not m a t e r i a l l y a l t e r throughout 
school l i f e . Katz and B r a l y (1933, 1935) d e t e c t e d i n P r i n c e t o n 
students s t e r e o t y p e s of r a c i a l groups, i n c l u d i n g Chinese, Japanese 
and Turks, not based upon i n h e r e n t q u a l i t i e s , but p e r s o n i f y i n g "the 
symbol we have le a r n e d to d e s p i s e " . Such s t e r e o t y p e s were a powerful 
cause of r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e . B a s s e t t (1940) found London secondary 
c h i l d r e n b e l i e v i n g a u s t r a l i a n a b o r i g i n e s should have welcomed the 
E n g l i s h because of t h e i r s u p e r i o r c i v i l i s a t i o n , and applying c u l t u r a l 
25 
assumptions w i t h "uncompromising r i g i d i t y " . 
A f t e r the war, Dobson (1950) found own-nation p r e f e r e n c e s 
c l e a r l y based on r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l assumptions. James and Tenen 
(1951) found d i f f e r e n c e s i n c o l o u r , appearance or speech d i s t u r b i n g 
to c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h regard to Chinese. I n p a r t i c u l a r , 
Feakes (1953) found powerful negative a t t i t u d e s towards Chinese. The 
most common d i s c r i m i n a n t s were y e l l o w s k i n and s l i t eyes, regarded as 
" e v i l " , " s l y " , "ugly", " c r u e l " and " h o r r i b l e " . Chinese were 
p e r c e i v e d i n terms of media s t e r e o t y p e s , "a l o t of bad men w i t h 
k n i v e s " . Ideas of d i r t , s q u a l o r and poverty p r e v a i l e d , and images of 
26 
drugs, p i g t a i l s , long f i n g e r - n a i l s and murder. 
Even i n more r e c e n t decades, Jahoda (1963,1966) found 
" d i s t u r b i n g " ethnocentrism and c o l o u r p r e j u d i c e even down to 
29 
nursery-age. T a j f e l (1966) i d e n t i f i e d c l e a r n a t i o n a l p r e f e r e n c e s , 
unsupported by f a c t u a l knowledge, i n primary age c h i l d r e n and 
concluded s t e r e o t y p e s to be " e a r l y l e a r n e d , widely used ... s u b j e c t 
to very slow change ... (and a s s i m i l a t e d ) i n a conceptual vacuum". 
Morrison (1967) observed "very s i g n i f i c a n t l y more favourable 
e v a l u a t i o n s of West over E a s t , r e f l e c t i n g "East-West dichotomy", i n 
h i s lower secondary sample, notably i n r e s p e c t of China. Those 
a t t i t u d e s were unshaken by " l a c k of s p e c i f i c d e t a i l e d information". 
Rowley (1967-8) found over 90% of c h i l d r e n of a l l ages p r e f e r r i n g 
own-nation f r i e n d s and concluded t h a t t h i s p a t t e r n was probably due 
t o race and c o l o u r , t h a t r a c i a l awareness began e a r l y , and t h a t " i t 
should be of concern to a l l e d u c a t i o n i s t s to improve i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s i n s c h o o l s as p a r t of the g e n e r a l programme". S i m i l a r l y 
D u r o j a i y e (1968-9) found overwhelming e t h n i c s e l f p r e f e r e n c e i n 
j u n i o r c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y w h i t e s , as d i d T a j f e l , Jahoda and Johnson 
(1970) and W o r r a l l (1978) w i t h j u n i o r s , Bagley and Verma (1975) w i t h 
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upper s e c o n d a r i e s and Madge (1976) w i t h i n f a n t s . 
Three p i e c e s of r e s e a r c h have been of p a r t i c u l a r importance. 
Johnson (1971) r e v e a l e d an i n c r e a s i n g tendency f o r the c h i l d to be 
" p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the m y t h i c a l n a t i o n a l 
community ... c o n t r a s t e d emotionally w i t h other dimly p e r c e i v e d 
groupings", h i s a t t i t u d e s c u l t u r a l l y determined, i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 
simple s t e r e o t y p e s , and slow to change. The 'goodness' or 'badness' 
of n a t i o n s was l e a r n e d as primary i n f o r m a t i o n . He concluded t h a t 
c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s appeared immature and dangerous, and t h a t 
t e a c h e r s should aim to develop r e c i p r o c i t y i n t h i n k i n g about other 
n a t i o n s . C a r n i e (1971) found some j u n i o r c h i l d r e n " q u i t e ignorant" 
of f o r e i g n people, w h i l s t o t h e r s had e x t e n s i v e knowledge, but 
elementary and s t e r e o t y p e d . Of a l l peoples, Chinese and negroes were 
l e a s t favoured. S i g n i f i c a n t l y , those c h i l d r e n more prone to accept 
d i f f e r i n g peoples could r e l a t e a c c u r a t e l y a g r e a t e r v a r i e t y of f a c t s , 
e s p e c i a l l y s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l d e t a i l , and r e f l e c t e d outdated 
s t e r e o t y p e s to a l e s s e r e x t e n t , w h i l s t r e j e c t i n g p u p i l s gave l e a s t 
i n f o r mation, but the most d i v e r s i f i e d range of e v a l u a t i v e 
d e s c r i p t i o n s . C h i l d r e n needed more understanding of and d i v e r s e 
information about major r a c e s and n a t i o n s . More p o s i t i v e 
i n t e r v e n t i o n by j u n i o r and secondary school t e a c h e r s was r e q u i s i t e . 
T h i s must i n v o l v e the s o c i a l s t u d i e s . T h i r d l y , and most 
c o n c l u s i v e l y , the work of Lambert and K l i n e b e r g (1967) with primary 
and secondary c h i l d r e n of 11 n a t i o n a l groups r e v e a l e d f i r m l y h e l d 
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s t e r e o t y p e s of n a t i o n a l s i m i l a r i t y and d i f f e r e n c e world wide. T h i s 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y so i n r e s p e c t of the Chinese, seen as most d i f f e r e n t 
by s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l groups a t a l l ages, and i n no case ranked lower 
than t h i r d most d i f f e r e n t . No s i g n i f i c a n t p r o p o r t i o n of s i x n a t i o n a l 
groups, a t any age, would have l i k e d to be Chinese. But when asked 
whom they would l e a s t l i k e to be, choosing from among a l l the world's 
peoples, a l l e l e v e n n a t i o n a l groups p l a c e d the Chinese f i r s t , o r 
among the f i r s t t h r e e . O v e r a l l "the Chinese were c l e a r l y 
c o n c e p t u a l i s e d as d i s s i m i l a r by a l l groups of c h i l d r e n " , emphasis 
being p l a c e d throughout on p h y s i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s , p e r s o n a l i t y t r a i t s , 
h a b i t s , c l o t h i n g and language. (Even japanese c h i l d r e n saw the 
Chinese i n ' o r i e n t a l ' s t e r e o t y p e s ) . The authors concluded t h a t 
" c h i l d r e n commence to l i k e and d i s l i k e f o r e i g n peoples on the b a s i s 
of t h e i r d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s or s i m i l a r i t i e s " . T h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t r u e of the Chinese. There was "a Western v e r s u s O r i e n t a l - A f r i c a n 
b i a s " . At l e a s t s i x n a t i o n a l groups d i s p l a y e d strong e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y 
and u n f r i e n d l y a t t i t u d e s towards most f o r e i g n e r s . T h i s was a t i t s 
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worst a f t e r e i g h t y e a r s of s c h o o l i n g . 
A d d i t i o n a l evidence which could be adduced as to the speed, 
scope and i n t e n s i t y of formation of e t h n i c , r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l 
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a t t i t u d e s i n c h i l d r e n i s e x t e n s i v e . The p i c t u r e i s h i g h l y 
* 
d i s t u r b i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y when complemented by i n v e s t i g a t i o n s of 57 
Not u n r e l a t e d and no l e s s d i s t u r b i n g i s r e s e a r c h evidence as t o 
the e f f e c t s of white e t h n i c or r a c i a l assumptions upon the s e l f 
p e r c e p t i o n of coloured m i n o r i t y group c h i l d r e n i n m u l t i - e t h n i c 
s o c i e t i e s . Evidence i n r e s p e c t of B r i t a i n has been p u b l i s h e d by 
R u t t e r and Madge (1976) who showed v i a d o l l - p r e f e r e n c e s t u d i e s 
West I n d i a n c h i l d r e n h o l d i n g negative s e l f images a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h t h e i r b l a c k n e s s ; Milner (1971) who showed b l a c k and a s i a n 
c h i l d r e n s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s l i k e l y t o i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e i r own 
group than were whites; and Davey and Norburn (1980) who, from 
t e s t s w i t h 544 j u n i o r c h i l d r e n on who they'd l i k e t o be i f not 
themselves, showed 86.2% of white c h i l d r e n choosing w h i t e s , but 
only 49.2% of West I n d i a n s choosing b l a c k s , and only 45.5% of 
As i a n s choosing A s i a n s , and concluded: "the t a s k of the educator 
and i s ... b r i n g i n g about an adjustment to d i v e r s i t y " . S i m i l a r 
evidence concerning Maoris, Bantu and American B l a c k s has been 
p u b l i s h e d by Vaughan (1964) Gregor and McPherson (1966) and the 
C l a r k s (1959). T h e i r d o l l - t e s t s w i t h 253 negro c h i l d r e n i n 
Arkansas and Massachusetts (aged 3-7) found " c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
knowledge of ' r a c i a l d i f f e r e n c e ' " which i n c r e a s e d w i t h age. 
Two-thirds p r e f e r r e d white d o l l s . A 5-year-old lamented, " I 
burned my face and made i t s p o i l " . They concluded: "The c r u c i a l 
p e r i o d i n the formation and p a t t e r n i n g of r a c i a l a t t i t u d e s 
begins a t around 4 and 5 y e a r s " . 
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b r i g h t c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s t o and knowledge of f o r e i g n peoples, 
i n c l u d i n g Chinese, c a r r i e d out i n ten j u n i o r s c h o o l s i n northern 
England by the author during 1981-2. The c h i l d r e n c l e a r l y thought 
along r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l l i n e s . When asked which of the world's 
people was most l i k e the B r i t i s h , 100% chose American, white 
commonwealth or western Europeans. When asked which was l e a s t l i k e 
the B r i t i s h , 83.9% chose A s i a n s or A f r i c a n s (44% chose Chinese) and 
the remainder R u s s i a n s . When the same q u e s t i o n s were given, but 
* 
l i m i t e d to seven s p e c i f i e d peoples, 94.8% thought Americans the most 
s i m i l a r , the remainder the French. 37% thought Chinese the l e a s t 
s i m i l a r . The remainder chose A f r i c a n s , Arabs, I n d i a n s or R u s s i a n s . 
None chose Americans or French. When asked to w r i t e d e s c r i p t i v e words 
of the seven peoples, 94.8% used p e j o r a t i v e terms i n r e s p e c t of 
Ru s s i a n s , 89% of A f r i c a n s and Chinese and 88% of I n d i a n s , but only 
3.5% used them of French and none of Americans. On the other hand, 
100% used a p p r e c i a t i v e terms to d e s c r i b e Americans and 98% to 
d e s c r i b e French, but only 7%, 12.3%, 14% and 16% to d e s c r i b e 
R u s s i a n s , Chinese, A f r i c a n s and I n d i a n s r e s p e c t i v e l y . When asked 
which of the world's peoples they would most l i k e to be, 89.5% chose 
Americans, the remainder white commonwealth or Europeans. Of those 
they would l e a s t l i k e to be, 60% chose Ru s s i a n s , 17.6% Chinese, the 
remainder A f r i c a n s or A s i a n s . When asked to nominate which of e i g h t 
degrees of ' s o c i a l d i s t a n c e ' they would apply to the seven nominated 
peoples, the average degree permitted f o r A f r i c a n s , Arabs, Chinese, 
** 
I n d i a n s and Russ i a n s was the f i r s t , whereas f o r the French i t was 
*** **** the f i f t h and f o r Americans the seventh. Not one c h i l d was 
prepared to allow A f r i c a n s , Arabs, Chinese or I n d i a n s to reach the 
*** 
f o u r t h degree. ** 24.6% of c h i l d r e n wished to bar A f r i c a n s , Chinese 
and I n d i a n s from ever v i s i t i n g England, and 28% the R u s s i a n s . No 
c h i l d wished to bar Americans or French. 
* B l a c k A f r i c a n s ; Americans; Arabs; Chinese; French; 
I n d i a n s ( I n d i a ) ; R u s s i a n s . 
" I would l e t them v i s i t England". 
*** 
" I would l e t them l i v e next door". 
**** 
" I would have them to t e a i n my house". 
*** ** " I would l e t them l i v e i n my area". 
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Yet when the c h i l d r e n were asked f a c t u a l q u e s t i o n s about the 
world on which they h e l d such c l e a r p r e f e r e n c e s , t h e i r knowledge was 
shaky. On a world map, only 63% could i d e n t i f y the USA, 40% the USSR, 
* 
25% I n d i a and 23% China. When asked to p l a c e f i v e c o u n t r i e s i n order 
of s i z e (area) only 33% p l a c e d R u s s i a f i r s t . 12.3% chose I s r a e l . 20% 
p l a c e d China l a s t . P l a c i n g the same f i v e c o u n t r i e s i n order of s i z e 
(population) proved e q u a l l y d i f f i c u l t . Only 22.9% p l a c e d China f i r s t , 
and 11% p l a c e d her l a s t . 12.3% p l a c e d I s r a e l f i r s t . ( B u t when asked to 
p l a c e the f i v e i n order of p r e f e r e n c e , t h e r e was no d i f f i c u l t y . 75.5% 
p l a c e d America f i r s t , the remainder ranked her second. 56% p l a c e d 
R u s s i a l a s t , the remainder ranked her second l a s t . 44% p l a c e d China 
l a s t and 53% second l a s t ) . Evidence of l a c k of knowledge p a r t i c u l a r l y 
on China was then a s c e r t a i n e d . When asked to w r i t e down e v e r y t h i n g 
they knew about China and the Chinese ( u n r e s t r i c t e d time) the average 
number of words w r i t t e n was 43. Only one c h i l d mentioned anything 
h i s t o r i c a l . 65% mentioned s l i t e yes, and 60% yel l o w s k i n . When asked 
to draw a Chinese, 84.2% drew a t r a d i t i o n a l costume, p i g t a i l and 
flower-pot h a t . Only t h r e e c h i l d r e n knew of any c i t y i n China, and 
none could name a Chinese r i v e r , an important l i v i n g Chinese, the 
l e a d e r of the communist r e v o l u t i o n , the p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l system, or 
any i n v e n t i o n from China. Only one could name anything from the p a s t 
which might be seen today (pagodas). 
The c o n c l u s i o n s were c l e a r . The c h i l d r e n h e l d strong p r e f e r e n c e s 
w i t h regard to the peoples of the world. These e n t i r e l y r e f l e c t e d 
r a c i a l images, except i n the case of the R u s s i a n s . The c h i l d r e n were 
almost u n i v e r s a l l y h o s t i l e to people of d i f f e r e n t r a c e , c o l o u r or 
e t h n i c i t y . T h e i r strong a f f e c t i v e a t t i t u d e s were not, however, based 
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on knowledge. I n r e s p e c t of China, ignorance was v i r t u a l l y t o t a l . 
The c a u s a t i o n of such s t e r e o t y p e s and a t t i t u d e s i s a complex 
* * 
q u e s t i o n reaching beyond the scope of t h i s t h e s i s i n i t s w i d e s t 
* 
America, China, France, I s r a e l , R u s s i a . 
** 
For i n s t a n c e , whether c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s can be i n f l u e n c e d 
p o s i t i v e l y or n e g a t i v e l y , by the media or by s c h o o l s has never 
been d e f i n i t i v e l y examined. Feakes (1953,pp6, 22, 79-80, 115, 
127-31, 133, 137) and Hamer (1954,p.5) reached c o n f l i c t i n g 
c o n c l u s i o n s r egarding t e a c h i n g ' s e f f e c t s . On the media, Johnson 
(1966,p.12) found comics i n f l u e n c i n g a t t i t u d e s . On the i n f l u e n c e 
of books, F i s h e r (1968) L i t c h e r and Johnson (1969) and Ashby and 
Wittmaier (1978) showed a t t i t u d e s to b l a c k s , i n d i a n s , and women 
r e s p e c t i v e l y could be p o s i t i v e l y changed, w h i l s t Habtai 
(1981, pp73-4) found c o r r e l a t i o n between textbook content and 
c h i l d r e n ' s p r e j u d i c e s . 
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r a m i f i c a t i o n s , though c l o s e l y considered w i t h p a r t i c u l a r regard to 
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China i n a l a t e r chapter. A v a r i e t y of ' p s y c h o l o g i c a l ' f a c t o r s have 
been suggested by such as P i a g e t (1929,1932) A l l p o r t (1954) and 
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o t h e r s : but t h e s e a r e considered l e s s r e l e v a n t to q u e s t i o n s of 
school c u r r i c u l u m content and purposes than the r o l e of the media, 
h i g h l i g h t e d by a number of r e s e a r c h e r s s i n c e the 1930's, i n c l u d i n g 
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Johnson (1966) and L a i s h l i e (1972) . N e i t h e r i s the r o l e of the 
c u l t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y of a d u l t s and f a m i l i e s , again s p o t l i g h t e d by a 
s u c c e s s i o n of s c h o l a r s s i n c e Lippmann (1928) and e f f e c t i v e l y pushed 
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home by L i t t l e (1958) i r r e l e v a n t to q u e s t i o n s of c u r r i c u l u m reform. 
When these c a u s a t i v e f a c t o r s are remembered, then, i t i s c l e a r t h a t 
"the schoolmaster i s not the only or perhaps even the most important 
3 6 
c u l t u r a l i n f l u e n c e " . Nor, r e g r e t t a b l y , i s i t c l e a r t h a t the 
schoolmaster's and p a r t i c u l a r l y the h i s t o r y master's has been a 
benign i n f l u e n c e . The c o n t r a r y has been suggested by Bogardus (1928) 
A l l p o r t and Kramer (1946) T a j f e l (1966) and Lawrence (1967,1972) who 
has scorned as i l l u s o r y the i d e a t h a t h i s t o r y textbooks "are s o l e l y 
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s t u d i e s of the p a s t " . S i m i l a r l y , the main body of t h i s t h e s i s w i l l 
demonstrate an i n s i s t e n t and powerful emphasis i n b r i t i s h h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g s i n c e 1900 on the n a t i o n a l s t o r y , and a n e g l e c t of world 
h i s t o r y i n g e n e r a l and Chinese h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r . Thus i t w i l l be 
throughout i m p l i e d , though nowhere proven ( t h a t awaits other 
r e s e a r c h ) t h a t h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g as i t has been h i t h e r t o has been a 
s i g n i f i c a n t cause of those harmful a t t i t u d e s i n c h i l d r e n whose 
m o d i f i c a t i o n i s suggested as a major j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l c u r r i c u l a r development. 
Whatever i t s source, e t h n i c , r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p i n g i n 
c h i l d r e n ' s minds c l e a r l y c o n s t i t u t e s a s e r i o u s and worrying 
phenomenon, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f , as some have claimed, such views are 
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c a r r i e d forward i n t o a d u l t l i f e . T h i s alone, i t i s a s s e r t e d , o f f e r s 
overwhelming j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r the s t r u c t u r e d i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
'world-perspective' m a t e r i a l i n t o school c u r r i c u l a a t the e a r l i e s t 
p o s s i b l e moment i n the c h i l d ' s l i f e . 
There i s y e t one other world h i s t o r y argument, however. 
Acceptance of human d i v e r s i t y y e t e q u a l i t y of v a l u e , r e a l i s a t i o n of 
the oneness of mankind, understanding of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
interdependence, the development of i n t e r n a t i o n a l empathy, and the 
r e d u c t i o n of s t e r e o t y p i n g are a l l p r e r e q u i s i t e s to t h a t understanding 
of the modern world s i t u a t i o n advocated throughout the 20th century 
by a m ultitude of educators i n c l u d i n g such as Dance (1970) and 34 
Henderson (1979). The p r i n c i p a l new f e a t u r e s of the contemporary 
world are t h a t interdependence and growth of a world c i v i l i s a t i o n 
which have followed world economic and p o l i t i c a l changes and new 
communications and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n technology, together comprising the 
phenomenon of the ' s h r i n k i n g world', or what has been termed the 
* 
'global v i l l a g e ' , which almost a l l w r i t e r s on w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
themes, i n c l u d i n g Grousset (1951) Toynbee (1953,1972) and Needham 
(1954) have s p o t l i g h t e d , some i n a p o c a l y p t i c terms. Most e l e g a n t 
e x p r e s s i o n of the e d u c a t i o n a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h a t phenomenon has 
come (1968,1979) from Henderson: "Almost o v e r n i g h t (we are) 
confronted not wi t h the i d e a but w i t h the r e a l i t y ... and challenged 
to behave ... as world c i t i z e n s ... As c i t i z e n s we can use h i s t o r y as 
a m i r r o r ... l i v i n g i n a g l o b a l v i l l a g e ... demands some knowledge of 
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t h a t v i l l a g e ' s common a n c e s t r y " . 
I t i s , however, to the arguments f o r an expanded study of a s i a n 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y Chinese h i s t o r y i n our e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t 
the remainder of t h i s chapter w i l l be devoted. The v a l i d i t y of such 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon one country i n the p u r s u i t of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e s may be chal l e n g e d . On the other hand, i t has been 
supported, l a r g e l y on grounds of p r a c t i c a l i t y , by numerous s c h o l a r s 
s i n c e the 19th century. H i l l , f o r i n s t a n c e (1953) contended t h a t 
study of the h i s t o r y of one na t i o n notably d i s s i m i l a r from t h e i r own 
"might do more than a study of an o u t l i n e of world h i s t o r y to make 
( c h i l d r e n ' s ) minds r e c e p t i v e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i d e a s and capable of 
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understanding the problems of n a t i o n s other than t h e i r own". 
That i t appears n e c e s s a r y to j u s t i f y t e a c h i n g Chinese h i s t o r y i n 
our schools may be, as w i t h world h i s t o r y , i n d i c a t i v e of p u b l i c 
a t t i t u d e s . I t could be thought s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t ignorance of e a s t e r n 
42 
c u l t u r e s i s a p r i v a t i o n demanding urgent r e c t i f i c a t i o n . 
Nonetheless, should the need f o r j u s t i f i c a t i o n be accepted, then i t 
must be st r a i g h t w a y a s s e r t e d t h a t , u n l i k e K i l l i n g r a y s ' s (1977) 
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r e s e r v a t i o n s as to a s p e c i a l case f o r a f r i c a n h i s t o r y , such 
r e s t r a i n t would seem much l e s s n e c e s s a r y i n r e s p e c t of China. Not 
only do a l l the foregoing arguments f o r world h i s t o r y apply, there 
are a d d i t i o n a l and more s p e c i f i c (though not unique) c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 
* 
Though a n t i c i p a t e d 1762 by Rousseau: "Our i s l a n d i s t h i s e a r t h " . 
(Emile, or Education, 1878 edn,130). 
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from which i t becomes c l e a r t h a t the study of Chinese h i s t o r y - and 
not merely r e c e n t times - i s not an e x o t i c or e s o t e r i c 
recommendation, but i s q u i n t e s s e n t i a l l y r e l e v a n t to western people 
today. 
That r e l e v a n c e i s demonstrable i n two ways. F i r s t , t h a t i t 
p a i n t s i n the background to a country of immeasurable contemporary 
importance. Second, t h a t i t o f f e r s the study per se of a c u l t u r e 
which, i n i t s l e n g t h , r i c h n e s s and c o n t r i b u t i o n to human c i v i l i s a t i o n 
o f f e r s profound e d u c a t i o n a l reward to human beings everywhere. T h i s 
e s s a y w i l l concentrate upon the l a t t e r . Nonetheless, a t t e n t i o n w i l l 
f i r s t be given to the former - to what might be seen as ' p r a c t i c a l ' , 
' r e a l i s t i c ' or 'forward-looking' f a c t o r s , which commentators of a l l 
44 
s t a n d p o i n t s have p o i n t e d t o . 
I f f o r no more than p r a c t i c a l understanding of the world i n 
which they a r e to grow up, i t i s argued, b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n must study 
the p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n and h i s t o r i c a l antecedents of the world's 
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dominant peoples and be p r o t e c t e d a g a i n s t f o n t e n e l l i a n i l l u s i o n s of 
themselves as c i t i z e n s of a g r e a t power. Of those, China i s now i n 
many r e s p e c t s , and l i k e l y to become so i n o t h e r s , a member, and 
s e v e r a l p r a c t i c a l i s s u e s underpin the argument f o r her p l a c e i n our 
school c u r r i c u l a . 
F i r s t , t h e r e i s her sheer bulk. "With i t s l a r g e land t e r r i t o r y 
and l a r g e p o p u l a t i o n , i t i s , i n i t s e l f , a u n i v e r s e . To ignore these 
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f a c t s i s a f a t a l mistake". The world's t h i r d l a r g e s t country, 
i n c l u d i n g the USA and Western Europe, China i s 42 times l a r g e r than 
* 
Great B r i t a i n . The Gobi i s seven times l a r g e r than B r i t a i n : S i n k i a n g 
t h r e e times l a r g e r than F r a n c e . I t i s 1200 m i l e s from Peking to 
Canton and 2,000 from Shanghai to Urumchi. Canton i s s u b - t r o p i c a l : 
the Yellow Sea i c e d f o r four months. Her f r o n t i e r s i n c l u d e four of 
the world's l o n g e s t r i v e r s and two of the world's l a r g e s t mountain 
** 
ranges. Within t h a t a r e a l i v e over 900 m i l l i o n people (859 m i l l i o n , 
*** 
1977). 
Moreover, though about 80% are engaged i n a g r i c u l t u r e - "the 




(a) Amur, Kwang-ho, Mekon and Yangtse. 
(b) Himalayas, i n c l u d i n g E v e r e s t (Qomolonga); and Karakorum. 
*** 
Average d e n s i t y 190 sq. mile (55 U.S.A.) and 1650 i n c u l t i v a t e d 
a r e a s (276 U.S.A.) 
36 
peasants" - she c o n t a i n s 120 c i t i e s of over 100,000 people, e i g h t 
* 
being over one m i l l i o n and another e i g h t over two. Thus, i f Burston 
(1972) i s c o r r e c t , t h a t "what a f f e c t s most people appears to be p a r t 
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a t l e a s t of our judgement of what i s important i n h i s t o r y " , strong 
emphasis on Chinese h i s t o r y must f o l l o w . 
Furthermore, though China's world-economic importance should not 
be o v e r s t a t e d (she ranks only 28th i n world t r a d e , i n per c a p i t a 
income may be as low as around 100th., and most known f i g u r e s do not 
equate to her percentage of world population) she i s a s i g n i f i c a n t 
f o r c e , the world's l a r g e s t producer of m i l l e t , sorghum, r i c e , p i g s , 
pork, tobacco and tungsten; second i n maize, b a r l e y , t e a , eggs, s i l k , 
s a l t , c otton yarn and antimony; t h i r d i n f i s h , sheep, potatoes, 
wheat, raw cotton, timber, c o a l , l i g n i t e and mercury; f o u r t h i n 
mutton, lamb, n a t u r a l f i b r e s , magnesium and t i n ; and f i f t h i n c a t t l e , 
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a s b e s t o s , phosphate and crude s t e e l . I n petroleum, n a t u r a l gas and 
some r a r e m i n e r a l s she could become an a d d i t i o n a l f o r c e . 
She i s a l s o of g r e a t p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , 
she r e p r e s e n t s a p o t e n t i a l f l a s h p o i n t which must be comprehended;"^ a 
m i l i t a r y power whose c a p a c i t y has been demonstrated by d e c i s i v e 
** 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Korea, d e f e a t of I n d i a and a r o l e i n Indo-China; 
and a t h i r d - w o r l d l e a d e r . I n t e r n a l l y , her s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l experiment 
over r e c e n t decades has been of profound importance and could become 
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a model f o r o t h e r s . 
Some attempt to convey to c h i l d r e n the magnitude of these 
f a c t o r s would seem e s s e n t i a l . But to achieve t h i s , h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e would be unavoidable: the contemporary study must 
i n e v i t a b l y l e a d to and a r i s e from the h i s t o r i c a l . 
I t i s h i g h l y q u e s t i o n a b l e , i n s h o r t , whether any contemporary 
world study i s p o s s i b l e without a t t e n t i o n to contemporary China, and 
thus, i f only out of n e c e s s i t y , to Chinese h i s t o r y . I f the p r i n c i p a l 
modern world themes are c o n s i d e r e d - population, food supply, t r a d e , 
r e s o u r c e s , s c i e n c e , technology, communications, t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m , 
democracy, r e l i g i o n , the f a m i l y , r u r a l and urban problems, n a t i o n a l 
expansion, the r e v o l t a g a i n s t the West, and the t h r e a t to peace -
China p l a y s a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n each: and Chinese h i s t o r y , even F i g u r e s i n c l u d e T a i p e i and Hong Kong. 
With a 4 - m i l l i o n army, she has been a n u c l e a r power s i n c e 1964, 
w i t h d e l i v e r y c a p a c i t y i n c l u d i n g , s i n c e October 1982, 
submarine-launched m i s s i l e s . She i s a l s o a c t i v e i n space. 
37 
back to the bronze age, may w e l l throw important l i g h t on the 
contemporary syndrome. 
That contemporary China cannot be comprehended except i n a 
p a t t e r n of h i s t o r i c a l change, recognised even i n 1775, has been 
r e i t e r a t e d over the y e a r s by many s p e c i a l i s t s c h o l a r s , i n c l u d i n g 
H i r t h (1908) L a t o u r e t t e (1947) Bodde (1957) and Dobson (1963) who 
i n s i s t e d t h a t "the p e r c e p t i v e reader might w e l l f i n d t h a t some i d e a s 
which he thought were new and a l i e n i n the new China have f a m i l i a r 
echoes i n the works of Mencius". North (1966) has shown, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , how Chinese f o r e i g n p o l i c y post-1949 must be seen i n longer 
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h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . S p e c i f i c a l l y i n r e s p e c t of s c h o o l - t e a c h i n g , 
s i m i l a r arguments have been advanced by the D.E.S. (1967) 
Robottom (1971) F i t z g e r a l d and Roper (1973) and C o t t e r e l l and 
Morgan (1975) who have s t r e s s e d t h a t "the i n f l u e n c e of even remote 
times i s e v i d e n t ... no understanding of China would be complete 
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u n l e s s h i s t o r i c a l e xperience ... has been taken i n t o f u l l account". 
Moreover, i t i s c l e a r t h a t , i f f u l l e r study of contemporary 
China i s to be pursued, t h e r e must be some expanded study of the 
language. But again, as s e v e r a l s c h o l a r s s i n c e Morrison (1817) have 
emphasised, i t i s not p o s s i b l e adequately to study the language 
except i n r e l a t i o n to understandings of h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e , 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y l i t e r a t u r e and philosophy. 
Nonetheless, were the purposes of study s o l e l y 'contemporary' i t 
i s u n l i k e l y t h a t more than a c u r s o r y h i s t o r i c a l survey would follow. 
Moreover, j u s t i f i c a t i o n of any h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l s o l e l y as a 
pragmatic response to contemporary s i t u a t i o n s i s n e i t h e r 
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e d u c a t i o n a l l y sound nor i n t e l l e c t u a l l y s a t i s f y i n g . I t i s a l s o 
h i s t o r i c a l l y unsound, h i g h l i g h t i n g tendencies i l l u m i n a t i n g p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n s i r r e s p e c t i v e of whether considered noteworthy by man a t 
the time, and o b s t r u c t i n g the i n c u l c a t i o n of empathy and r e s p e c t f o r 
s o c i e t i e s other than our own, s i n c e t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s would be 
subordinated to e x p l a n a t i o n of contemporary s o c i e t y . That would be 
e q u i v a l e n t to the m u s i c o l o g i s t studying only those f e a t u r e s of 
Buxtehude which e x p l a i n e d Schonberg's G u r r e l i e d e r . 
A l l h i s t o r i c a l argument must go beyond merely contemporary 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . Perhaps, l i k e world h i s t o r y , Chinese h i s t o r y should be 
j u s t i f i e d f o r c h i l d r e n on grounds of i n t r i n s i c f a s c i n a t i o n , worthy of 
study per se i n e x p r e s s i n g through imaginative r e c o n s t r u c t i o n human 
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experience i n another p l a c e and time. Again, however, the argument 
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must be handled c a u t i o u s l y . B e s i d e s t h r e a t e n i n g h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s of 
l i t t l e e d u c a t i o n a l worth, g l i t t e r i n g but i n s u b s t a n t i a l , i t must 
l o g i c a l l y extend to a l l h i s t o r y , s i n c e a l l r e l a t e s to man i n another 
time, and n e c e s s i t a t e s imaginative r e c o n s t r u c t i o n through the eyes of 
the p r e s e n t . Study of p a l a e o l i t h i c A s i a would then be regarded as of 
equal v a l u e to b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n as t h a t of 20th century B r i t a i n or 
the h i s t o r y of Paraguay to t h a t of the U.S.A. C l e a r l y however, 
s e l e c t i o n must occur: the whole h i s t o r y of the world cannot be opened 
i n adequate d e t a i l to b r i n g out i t s i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t . T h i s would 
suggest t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n about those a s p e c t s of the h i s t o r y of t h e i r 
own and other lands which h e l p to e x p l a i n the world i n which they 
w i l l l i v e . However, e x p l a n a t i o n of the contemporary world has a l r e a d y 
been r e j e c t e d as the s o l e or even the primary c r i t e r i o n f o r 
h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s i n s c h o o l s . 
Thus, though j u s t i f i c a t o r y arguments p o l a r i s i n g around 
comprehending present-day China and a p p r e c i a t i n g her h i s t o r y ' s 
i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t cannot be overlooked, i f Chinese h i s t o r y i s to be 
s t u d i e d i n our s c h o o l s , then a more s u b s t a n t i a l r a t i o n a l e must be 
sought. I t must i d e n t i f y i n d e t a i l those unique or s p e c i a l f e a t u r e s 
of the Chinese h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l experience which demonstrate 
the fundamental importance of man's s o c i o - c u l t u r a l achievement beyond 
the european t h e a t r e , thus i l l u m i n a t i n g and broadening our own 
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understanding of human h e r i t a g e , and i p s o f a c t o worthy of i n c l u s i o n 
a s a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t of h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s i n our s c h o o l s . 
A c l o s e r look a t p a r t i c u l a r f e a t u r e s of Chinese h i s t o r y show 
t h a t t h i s i s so, t h a t i t comprises an "immense s t o r e " of human 
experience, a r e s e r v o i r of information of "immeasurable v a l u e " , and 
belongs " i n the t r u l y u n i v e r s a l world of the understanding, 
t r a n s c e n d i n g a r e a boundaries". I t s s i g n i f i c a n c e i s t i m e l e s s and 
world-wide. I t conveys the g e n e r i c i n human l i f e and i s no l e s s a 
p o s s e s s i o n f o r a l l time ( t<f",Y|}AdK E-S d t i ) than the greek h i s t o r y 
which has been so r i g h t l y prominent i n western education s i n c e the 
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18th century. 
F i r s t , and fundamentally, even i f a l l before S h i h Huang-ti i s 
* 
excluded, 29 s u c c e s s i v e d y n a s t i e s r u l e d China between 221 B.C. and 
* 
1300 y e a r s of known c i v i l i s a t i o n , 300 of which are s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
documented. 
39 
1912. She r e p r e s e n t s "the most important l i v i n g c u l t u r e t h a t can be 
t r a c e d back i n unbroken d e r i v a t i o n to the Stone Age". Greece and 
Rome are dead, but the h i s t o r i c a l c o n t i n u i t y has remained unbroken i n 
China. No other c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n has endured so long and 
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i n f l u e n c e d the l i v e s of so many. 
Three p o i n t s should be noted about t h a t unbroken t r a d i t i o n . 
F i r s t , i t i s o r i g i n a l and independent. China i s "the only l a r g e a r e a 
of the world which has never a t any p e r i o d been brought under the 
r u l e of western men, the only region where an a l t e r n a t i v e t r a d i t i o n , 
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e q u a l l y a n c i e n t , has f l o u r i s h e d and p e r i s h e d down to modern times". 
Second, d e s p i t e dramatic change i n r e c e n t decades, c u l m i n a t i n g i n 
a t t a c k s during the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n on t r a d i t i o n a l elements i n 
Chinese l i f e , t h a t a l t e r n a t i v e t r a d i t i o n has f l o u r i s h e d up to the 
p r e s e n t day. T h i r d , d e s p i t e those a n c i e n t and unbroken q u a l i t i e s , 
though seeming s t a t i c to the West, i t m a n i f e s t s "a continuous p r o c e s s 
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of development and change" - s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l , economic, 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l and a r t i s t i c . I n s h o r t , Chinese h i s t o r y i s not only 
more e x t e n s i v e and complex than t h a t of any western n a t i o n , r i v a l l i n g 
6 2 
the h i s t o r y of Europe as a whole, i t o f f e r s a unique exemplary 
study of a fundamental h i s t o r i c a l concept, change and development, 
over a p e r i o d of time and i n v o l v i n g numbers of people such as cannot 
be p a r a l l e l e d . 
P o l i t i c a l l y , although i t i s erroneous to p o r t r a y the Chinese as 
p e a c e - l o v i n g i n h a b i t a n t s of w i l l o w - p a t t e r n p l a t e s - s u c c e s s i o n to the 
* 
crown or r e v o l t being f r e q u e n t l y accompanied by butchery - t h e i r 
6 3 
governmental t r a d i t i o n i s i m p r e s s i v e . An "amazing" system 
p r e v a i l e d by the 9th century, by which time the department of s t a t e 
governed s i x subordinate boards, the board of f i n a n c e alone 
comprising four departments, each w i t h c h i e f and u n d e r - s e c r e t a r i e s . 
By the 17th century, China boasted a complex, e f f i c i e n t bureaucracy, 
flowed though by paper s e a s . The m e t r o p o l i t a n d i v i s i o n and 18 
p r o v i n c i a l b u r e a u c r a c i e s were each s t r u c t u r e d as above. I n a d d i t i o n , 
each p r o v i n c e was d i v i d e d i n t o p r e f e c t u r e s (fu) and c o u n t i e s ( h s i e n ) . 
Thus, when T'ang Wu-tsung became emperor i n 840 A.D., he 
s l a u g h t e r e d over 4,000; and a f t e r the Lu-chou r e b e l l i o n , a l l 
p r i s o n e r s were c u t i n t o t h r e e p i e c e s i n the s t r e e t , and s o l d i e r s 
ate t h e i r eyes. (E.O. Reischauer, Ennin's T r a v e l s , 1955, 235, 
345) . 
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The 1,500 h s i e n averaged 100,000 people each. M a g i s t r a t e s c o l l e c t e d 
t a x e s , maintained order and s u p e r v i s e d the s e l e c t i o n of examinees f o r 
the i m p e r i a l bureaucracy.^^ 
But China's importance, and her l e a d over a l l other p a r t s , 
* 
i n c l u d i n g Europe u n t i l comparatively r e c e n t times , goes f a r beyond 
matters of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , though i t s s t a b i l i t y and s t r u c t u r e must be 
seen as a c r i t i c a l f a c t o r . China has enjoyed almost u n r i v a l l e d 
c u l t u r a l pre-eminence throughout h i s t o r y , r e cognised i n a n c i e n t 
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i s l a m i c l i t e r a t u r e , and a t t e s t e d to by numerous modern s c h o l a r s . 
Hu S h i h , f o r i n s t a n c e (1933) has i d e n t i f i e d f i v e p e r i o d s from Chinese 
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h i s t o r y e q u i v a l e n t to the european r e n a i s s a n c e . Moreover, t h i s 
** 
high c u l t u r a l development was continuous. China never experienced 
a dark ages. From e a r l i e s t times to the 20th century, even i n times 
of i n t e r n e c i n e s t r i f e , the i n e x o r a b l e march of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n 
proceeded.^ 7 Western c u l t u r a l r e l a t i v i s m was always i l l u s o r y . 
S e v e r a l s c h o l a r s have argued t h a t t h i s Chinese c u l t u r e was from 
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the beginning l a r g e l y endogenous and autochthonic. For example not 
only do Chinese a s t r o n o m i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n s date back to 1600 B.C., but 
the Chinese have never p e r c e i v e d most of the s t a r - p a t t e r n s known i n 
the West, whereas they have d e t e c t e d hundreds of p a t t e r n s un-noticed 
elsewhere. Needham (1970) c o n s i d e r s t h i s "one of the most co n v i n c i n g 
Chinese w r i t t e n and c o m p e t i t i v e c i v i l s e r v i c e examinations, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , date from the second century B.C. O r a l exams go back 
to the 12th. century B.C. By T'ang times, w r i t t e n exams f o r s i x 
s p e c i a l i s e d degrees were h e l d , i n c l u d i n g maths and medicine. 
Exams are not found i n the arab world t i l l the 10th century and 
i n Europe ( o r a l ) t i l l the 13th. Europe's f i r s t w r i t t e n exams 
were i n 1702 (Cambridge) . W r i t t e n exams f o r the b r i t i s h c i v i l 
s e r v i c e s t a r t e d i n 1870. Teng (Harvard J . of A s i a t i c S t u d i e s , 
7, 1943, 267-312, esp 270,305) has i n s i s t e d t h a t the Chinese 
precedent i n f l u e n c e d european developments. 
Though 'high' c u l t u r e should not be s t r e s s e d to the n e g l e c t of 
'popular' c u l t u r e , which has long been of recognised importance 
i n China. 100 f o l k songs s u r v i v e from the Han p e r i o d alone, 
c o l l e c t e d by the S t a t e Music Bureau a f t e r 120 B.C. ( L i u Wu-chi, 
I n t r o d u c t i o n to Chinese L i t e r a t u r e , 1966, 45-7) and the 20th 
century r e n a i s s a n c e c e n t r e d around a v e r n a c u l a r l i t e r a t u r e 
(pei-hua) which c o n s c i o u s l y p r o j e c t e d Chinese c u l t u r e . Over 400 
v e r n a c u l a r p e r i o d i c a l s were p u b l i s h e d 1919-20 alone. (Hu S h i h 
Chinese r e n a i s s a n c e , 1933, 44-5, 5 6 ) . 
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arguments f o r the independent o r i g i n a l development of Chinese 
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astronomy". As such, Chinese c u l t u r e o f f e r s p a r t i c u l a r l y v a l u a b l e 
p o i n t s of comparison w i t h our own, comprising "an unequalled source 
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of f r e s h i n s i g h t " . 
The pre-eminence of high c u l t u r e i n Chinese s o c i e t y i s w i t n e s s e d 
to by s c h o l a r - s t a t e s m e n . The Han emperor Hsiao Wen-ti could converse 
l i k e a Confucian s c h o l a r . The p r o t e c t o r Ts'ao Ts'ao was a l y r i c 
poet and s c h o l a r . The f i r s t S u i emperor named h i m s e l f C u l t u r e d 
* 
Emperor (Wen T i ) . The T'ang king L i Yu was an important t z ' u poet. 
The Sung emperor Hui-tsung was a p h i l o s o p h e r , a r c h a e o l o g i s t , p a i n t e r , 
** 
a r t c r i t i c , poet and c a l l i g r a p h e r . Two sons of the Ming emperor 
Hung-wu p u b l i s h e d s i g n i f i c a n t books on botany and alchemy. The Ming 
emperor Hsuan-te was a landscape p a i n t e r . A Ming p r i n c e Chu T s a i - y u 
p u b l i s h e d on musicology. Of Manchu emperors, Shun Chih was an 
i m p r e s s i o n i s t p a i n t e r ; K'ang-hsi wrote poetry, p u b l i s h e d t h r e e 
volumes of e s s a y s , conversed on mathematics w i t h western s c h o l a r s , 
s t u d i e d astronomy, played the h a r p s i c h o r d and spent t h r e e y e a r s 
*** 
working on a v e r s i o n of the d y n a s t i c h i s t o r i e s ; and Ch'ien-lung 
wrote 42,000 poems and p u b l i s h e d notes on h i s own s t u d i e s (1736) and 
a prose and v e r s e c o l l e c t i o n (1737). Thus, Mao Tse-tung may be seen 
as i n a l i n e of t r a d i t i o n , a s c h o l a r - r u l e r , p h i losopher, author of 
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maxims f o r the people, and poet of some q u a l i t y . No other 
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c i v i l i s a t i o n has h e l d high c u l t u r e i n such esteem. By the t e n t h 
century i t was i m p o s s i b l e to hold o f f i c e , even a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
grade, without a doctorate i n l e t t e r s . 
One major f e a t u r e of Chinese c u l t u r e has been a r t , e s p e c i a l l y 
the prodigious landscapes w i t h t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of i n f i n i t e space 
and harmonious quietude, " i n s p i r e d by a m y s t i c a l conception of the 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p between man and nature". No l e s s important has been 
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p o r c e l a i n , "the b e s t of a l l c o u n t r i e s and a l l times", a t l e a s t nine 
major v a r i a n t s being produced i n the Sung p e r i o d alone. 
But the u n i v e r s a l i t y of Chinese c u l t u r e i s b e s t demonstrated by 
her l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n . The word f o r c i v i l i s a t i o n , w e n k u a , means * 
L i n e s of v a r y i n g l e n g t h . 
** 
His p e r s o n a l a r t c o l l e c t i o n i n c l u d e d 6396 works by 231 a r t i s t s . 
* ** 
He p r a c t i s e d 1,000 c h a r a c t e r s d a i l y . 
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'the transforming i n f l u e n c e of w r i t i n g ' . T h i s emphasis on the w r i t t e n 
word produced a l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n of "remarkable growth and 
e s s e n t i a l c o n t i n u i t y (with) l a s t i n g splendor (a) v a s t corpus (and) 
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high attainments", n e i t h e r the p r o f u s i o n nor c a l i b r e of which has 
been g e n e r a l l y recognised i n the West. 
Examples s u f f i c i e n t to f i l l volumes could be c i t e d . 48,900 
poems by 2,200 poets s u r v i v e from the T'ang which alone i s d i v i s i b l e 
i n t o four major p e r i o d s . Ayscough (1934) quoted 374 poems from the 
l a s t y e a r s of Tu Fu alone, i n c l u d i n g work of l y r i c a l q u a l i t y ("Limpid 
Autumn, I gaze, no l i m i t " ) human f e e l i n g ("tears score my f a c e , drop 
l i k e blood") and p h i l o s o p h i c a l p r o f u n d i t y ("Useless, w i t h a golden 
comb, to scrape f i l m from my eyes; I cannot y e t s e p a r a t e , v a l u e 
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a r i g h t , the mirrored forms of a c t u a l i t y " ) . No other l i t e r a t u r e , 
i n c l u d i n g E n g l i s h , can e x c e l the a e s t h e t i c q u a l i t i e s , c l a r i t y , and 
economy of e x p r e s s i o n even of e a r l y (3rd century B.C.) poetry such as 
Ch'u Yuan's Encountering sorrow or Sung Yu's Nine arguments, s t i l l 
l e s s l a t e r ( 5 t h - l l t h century) poetry i n c l u d i n g T'ao Ch'ien's F i f t h 
poem on d r i n k i n g , L i Po's F i g h t i n g south of the ramparts and Night 
thoughts, Po Chu-i's E v e r l a s t i n g sorrow and Spin-dance g i r l or Su 
Shih's Red C l i f f m e d i t a t i o n s . Prose w r i t i n g s of high s t a t u r e i n 
world l i t e r a t u r e i n c l u d e Wang Sh i h - f u ' s (13th century) p l a y , Romance 
of the Western Chamber; the 17 s u r v i v i n g p l a y s of h i s 
near-contemporary, Kuan Han-ch'ing, e s p e c i a l l y I n j u s t i c e s u f f e r e d by 
Window Tou; the h i s t o r i c a l novels of Lo Kuan-chung ( d . c i r c a 1400) 
* 
e s p e c i a l l y Romance of the t h r e e kingdoms and The Water Margin; Wu 
Ch'eng-en's (d.1582) Journey to the West; the anonymous pornographic 
novel, Prunus i n a golden vase (1617); T'ang H s i e n - t s u ' s (d.1616) 55-
scene love drama, Return of the s o u l ; Ts'ao Hsueh-ch'in's (d.1764) 
Dream of the red chamber; and the 20th century work of such as Mao 
„ ** 
Tun, Lao She and Lu Hsun. 
B e s i d e s the a e s t h e t i c and l i t e r a r y q u a l i t i e s of the m a t e r i a l , 
t h r e e p o i n t s i n p a r t i c u l a r should be noted. F i r s t , Chinese 
l i t e r a t u r e was never a dead a r t , but always i n c l u d e d m a t e r i a l from 
popular c u l t u r e , g i v i n g " s i d e l i g h t s and i n t i m a t e glimpses of Chinese 
* 
Or, A l l men are b r o t h e r s . 
** 
The l i s t makes no c l a i m to be comprehensive. 
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l i f e " , and as such c o n s t i t u t e s a major h i s t o r i c a l source i n i t s own 
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r i g h t . Second, i t s s o c i a l r e a l i s m i s unsurpassed. The Dream of 
the Red Chamber, f o r example, p o r t r a y s u p p e r - c l a s s f a m i l y l i f e i n the 
e a r l y 18th century. T h i r d , i t i s m o r a l i s t i c , f u r t h e r e n s u r i n g s o c i a l 
comment and d e t a i l a l l i e d to an i n s i s t e n t p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
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tone u n r i v a l l e d i n other t r a d i t i o n s . 
I n f a c t , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to study Chinese l i t e r a t u r e and 
landscape a r t s e p a r a t e from her p h i l o s o p h i c a l , e t h i c a l and s p i r i t u a l 
t r a d i t i o n , which has permeated the whole f a b r i c of s o c i a l and 
p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y and whose world c u l t u r a l importance has been 
f r e q u e n t l y noted. V o l t a i r e (1756) claimed, " l i s ont p e r f e c t i o n n l l a 
morale, q u i e s t l a premiere des s c i e n c e s ... C ' e s t par l a s u r t o u t 
que l e s c h i n o i s l'emportent s u r t o u t e s l e s n a t i o n s de l ' u n i v e r s " . 
The c l a i m has been s t a r k l y put (1930) by the p h i l o s o p h i c a l e s s a y i s t , 
L i a n g Ch'i-ch'ao: "China's achievement i s second to none i n the 
world ... (and) widely d i f f e r e n t from t h a t of any other country ... 
( i n t h a t ) the c e n t r a l t h e s i s of her l i t e r a t u r e i s the e t h i c a l conduct 
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of mankind i n t h i s l i f e " . 
The l a s t four words are s i g n i f i c a n t . Chinese philosophy has 
focused upon man's behaviour i n r e l a t i o n to s o c i e t y and to the 
n a t u r a l world. I t has been humanist, e t h i c a l and n a t u r a l i s t i c i n 
impulse. Even i n the t a o i s t conception of the Way (Tao-te) , the 
l a t e n t power of the u n i v e r s a l order, heaven was mute, i t s w i l l 
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manifested i n p h y s i c a l and n a t u r a l phenomena, i n c l u d i n g man. 
Confucianism, s t r e s s i n g benevolence (jen) s i n c e r i t y (ch'eng) and 
r e s p e c t f o r the order of r e l a t i o n s h i p s as e s s e n t i a l f o r human 
c o - e x i s t e n c e , s t r o n g l y b u t t r e s s e d the humanist t h r u s t , i t s concern 
above a l l s o c i a l order and harmony and thus i n p r a c t i c a l terms more 
81 
the c o n crete problems of l i f e than metaphysics. 
Not t h a t Chinese philosophy has l a c k e d a concept of the d i v i n e . 
The Tao-te ching's opening c l o s e l y resembles t h a t of the f o u r t h 
gospel; Mo T i conceived of a p e r s o n a l god whose w i l l was u n i v e r s a l 
love sans d i s t i n c t i o n ; Tung Chung-shu sensed a oneness between heaven 
and man; and from 65A.D. Buddhism began i t s conquest of China. By 
1291, t h e r e were over 42,000 buddhist e s t a b l i s h m e n t s : 142, 289 
82 
s t a t u e s a t Lung-men alone. * Campbell, Masks of God, o r i e n t a l mythology, 1962, 416, sees 
a f f i n i t y here to i n d i a n philosophy. 
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Even i n Buddhism, however, Chinese thought emphasised a 'noble 
e i g h t - f o l d p a t h 1 of r i g h t e o u s n e s s s i m i l a r to Confucian e t h i c a l 
humanism. L i k e w i s e , the Tao-te ching followed i n i t i a l p o r t r a y a l of 
omnipresence w i t h c l e a r e t h i c a l d e s i d e r a t a ; w h i l s t Chuang Tzu's 
w r i t i n g s may b e s t be d e s c r i b e d as s p e c u l a t i v e a g n o s t i c i s m . Eberhard 
(1960) has i n s i s t e d t h a t Taoism "cannot be d e s c r i b e d as a 
r e l i g i o n ... i t i s a s o r t of s o c i a l philosophy". L a t e r , the 
neo-confucian s e c u l a r philosophy epitomised by Chu H s i ' s s p e c u l a t i v e 
a g n o s t i c i s m denied d e i t y , but s e e i n g the o r i g i n of a l l matter (Ctii) 
i n reason ( l i ) aimed a t p e r f e c t i o n i n the i n d i v i d u a l , f a m i l y , s t a t e 
and world. E s s e n t i a l l y , only through j e n could man comprehend the 
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u l t i m a t e . 
Chinese philosophy, i n s h o r t , l a i d the b a s i s of a t r a d i t i o n of 
h u m anistic reason which not only p r e v a i l e d amongst Chinese 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s to the 20th century, but s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d Japan and 
the Europe of the enlightenment. As Grousset (1952) has w r i t t e n : 
"Any h i s t o r y of human thought which n e g l e c t s ( i t ) must be s a d l y 
incomplete ... ( i t r e p r e s e n t s ) nothing l e s s than the p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
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foundations of a u n i v e r s a l humanism". C e r t a i n l y , i t i s s c a r c e l y 
p o s s i b l e to read Chinese h i s t o r y without a c q u i r i n g profound r e s p e c t 
8 5 
f o r her p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n . But the converse must a l s o hold 
i f , as waley (1938) observed, thought grows d i r e c t l y of 
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environment. Thus, i f only b e t t e r to understand the s o c i a l o r i g i n s 
and outcomes of t h i s r i c h p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n of g l o b a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e , i t seems reasonable to argue t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y must 
be much more-and more p e n e t r a t i n g l y - s t u d i e d than h i t h e r t o i n the 
West. 
But t h e r e i s y e t another as p e c t of Chinese c u l t u r e of manifest 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance, namely, her l e a d and consequent 
i n f l u e n c e over both Europe and Western A s i a i n s c i e n t i f i c , 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l and i n d u s t r i a l i n n o v a t i o n u n t i l the e a r l y modern 
* 
p e r i o d . D e s p i t e e a r l i e r doubts l a s t i n g even i n t o the 20th century, 
* 
The reasons are complex and go beyond p r e s e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 
They p o s s i b l y r e f l e c t a combination of environmental n e c e s s i t y 
producing a c e n t r a l i s e d s t a t e - s y s t e m w i t h a s u p e r i o r 
governmental and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n which the a r t s 
of peace could f l o u r i s h , supported by the p u b l i c a t i o n of g r e a t 
a g r i c u l t u r a l , medical, m i l i t a r y and l i t e r a r y compendiums by the 
s t a t e , by c o n t r a s t w i t h which european technology and s c i e n c e 
were s m a l l - s c a l e p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e . (See Needham, Grand 
T i t r a t i o n , 1969, 212). 
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87 and among Chinese themselves , the consensus of modern opinion i s 
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overwhelming. E s p e c i a l l y i n f l u e n t i a l has been Needham, who, 
despite a strong caveat against careless i n e x a c t i t u d e s , has 
demonstrated "the fundamental c o n t r i b u t i o n which the s c i e n t i s t s of 
China and I n d i a made throughout the c e n t u r i e s t o the s c i e n t i f i c 
patrimony of mankind"; t h a t China was g r e a t l y i n advance of Europe 
* 
u n t i l a t l e a s t the 15th century ; and t h a t there occurred "a slow but 
massive i n f i l t r a t i o n from East t o West throughout the f i r s t 14 
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ce n t u r i e s of the c h r i s t i a n era". 
Four i n v e n t i o n s c r u c i a l t o world h i s t o r y - p r i n t i n g , gunpowder, 
the compass and the s t i r r u p - o r i g i n a t e d i n China. A l l pre-15th 
century p r i n t e d books, f o r example, were Chinese, korean or japanese 
and even between 1450 and 1750 Chinese p r i n t e d books exceeded those 
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i n the r e s t of the wo r l d . Other important i n v e n t i o n s probably 
a t t r i b u t a b l e t o China, however, even i f only the p e r i o d before the 
f a l l o f Rome i s considered, include cast i r o n , f i r s t noted 400 B.C; 
** 
wheels w i t h spokes, about the same time; paper, 105 A.D; a crossbow 
w i t h trigger-mechanism, 198; the crank-handle, contemporaneously; and 
the wheelbarrow, 300 A.D. Moreover, many Chinese i n v e n t i o n s were 
d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o manufacturing, both small and l a r g e - s c a l e . The 
use of water-powered bellows f o r i r o n c a s t i n g was dated from 31 A.D. 
*** 
i n the f i f t h century, and i l l u s t r a t e d i n a 1334 book. The use of 
water-power t o t u r n a lugged wheel i s documented from 20 A.D., i t s 
use i n r i c e - h u l l i n g from the 12th century, and a p p l i c a t i o n t o t e x t i l e 
machinery before 1300. A crank and b e l t powering a s i l k - r e e l i n g 
**** 
machine dates from 1090. The spinning-wheel was f i r s t shown i n a 
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p a i n t i n g dated 1270. 
Moreover, China's e a r l y lead over Europe went beyond technology. 
F u l l y t o research her s c i e n t i f i c and mathematical achievement would 
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demand "the labours of 20 s p e c i a l i s t s working each f o r a l i f e t i m e " . 
For the e a r l y h i s t o r y of astronomy, f o r instance, i t i s erroneous t o 
t h i n k only of the Greeks. Five lunar e c l i p s e s were recorded by 1279 
There i s n  i n t e n t i o n h re t o undervalue the importance o world 
h i s t o r y of the development of european technology, amply 
demonstrated by Singer, H i s t o r y of Technology (1956) and many 
others. 
** 
And t o i l e t - p a p e r , 590. 
*** 
E a r l i e s t european equivalent 1565. 
* ** * 
F i r s t i n any world c u l t u r e . 
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B.C. i n China and t h e i r a l g e b r a i c s t e l l a r p r e d i c t i o n s antedate the 
p e r i c l e a n p e r i o d . The f i r s t star-catalogue was compiled two 
* 
c e n t u r i e s before Hipparchus. Sun spots were recorded from 28 B.C. 
The age o f the universe was c a l c u l a t e d i n 724 a t 96,961,740 years. 
Before the crusades, the Chinese r e a l i s e d the s t a r s were d i s t a n t 
bodies i n endless emptiness. By 1700, Chinese astronomers had logged 
90 supernovae and 581 comets. I n mathematics, magic squares 
o r i g i n a t e d i n China; algebra was advanced by the 12th century; and 
her i n f l u e n c e on I n d i a n mathematics (and thus on arab and western 
t h i n k i n g ) i s now c l e a r . Chinese cartography was f a r advanced over 
european before the renaissance, and there was d a i l y weather 
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r e c o r d i n g , w i t h the use o f wind gauges, by Han times. 
But perhaps the c l e a r e s t aspect of China's wo r l d s c i e n t i f i c 
pre-eminence lay i n medicine and pharmacology. The Chinese developed 
ideas o f the c i r c u l a t i o n of blood long before Europe. 80 books on 
acupuncture were published by the 12th century. Chinese knowledge of 
the use of i o d i n e f o r g o i t r e , of sugar as a f a c t o r i n diabetes,and of 
hormone treatments, anteceded Europe's by up t o 1700 years. The great 
Chinese pharmacopoeia had no western counterparts: one of the Han 
p e r i o d l i s t e d 365 drugs. By the 18th century, the r o y a l c o u r t alone 
employed over 100 doctors i n eleven specialisms, the emperor had had 
a l l h i s c h i l d r e n and troops i n o c u l a t e d against smallpox; and the 
catalogue of important Chinese books l i s t e d 196 i n the medical 
s e c t i o n a l o n e . ^ 
Chinese s c i e n t i f i c advance probably r e l a t e d t o speculative 
** 
t r a d i t i o n s i n her n a t u r a l philosophy. T a o i s t alchemy embraced 
chemistry, pharmacology and mineralogy, w h i l s t Confucian philosophers 
such as Chu Hsi (d. 1200) who deduced t h a t mountains had once been 
submarine from the presence of f o s s i l s were also prominent i n 
sp e c u l a t i v e thought. Whatever the cause, Needham (1948) i n s i s t s 
t h a t , i n the absence of such speculative t r a d i t i o n s , p a r a l l e l e d by 
the triumphs of Chinese technology, "the whole course of our 
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c i v i l i s a t i o n i n the West would have been impossible". 
F i r s t observed i n Europe 1615. 
Possibly an Arabic d e r i v a t i v e from Chinese. I t was f i r s t 
mentioned (by a Taoist) i n 140 B.C., and an alchemical t e x t was 
produced i n 142 A.D. 
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That i n a l l aspects of c u l t u r a l development China has been a 
r e g i o n a l fountain-head, t o the extent t h a t i t would be impossible t o 
exclude her from a study of any p a r t of east and south-east Asia, her 
p o s i t i o n analogous t o t h a t o f Greece and Rome i n the West, has been 
widely recognised. Swann (1963) has insisted,"The key t o an 
understanding of almost a l l the a r t and c u l t u r e of East Asia l i e s i n 
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China". But her i n f l u e n c e has spread f a r beyond t h a t r e g i o n . Her 
c u l t u r e , though l a r g e l y autochthonous, has always i n t e r l o c k e d i n t o a 
broader world p a t t e r n . She has been of immense importance both t o 
european and world h i s t o r y . That her h i s t o r y was u n t i l recent times 
"a closed compartment, a f f e c t i n g nothing and a f f e c t e d by nothing i n 
the western world" has been shown t o be erroneous by such as 
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Carter (1925) and Needham. 
T r a f f i c was never s o l e l y East t o West, of course. Babylonian 
ideas probably i n f l u e n c e d Chinese mathematics, astronomy and 
medicine, and egyptian designs p o s s i b l y the development of the junk. 
Atomist t h i n k i n g , found i n Democritus (d. 380 B.C.) was f i r s t 
mentioned i n Chinese by Mo Ching (370 B.C.) T e l e o l o g i c a l concepts of 
the s p i r i t ' s progression, f i r s t found i n A r i s t o t l e (d. 322 B.C.) 
re-emerged i n Hsun Tzu (born 298 B.C.) The enigmatic Buddha found i n 
a l l eastern c o u n t r i e s , not l e a s t China, was f i r s t carved by greek 
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s c u l p t o r s . Moreover, i t i s not always c l e a r who i n f l u e n c e d whom. 
S i m i l a r i t i e s have been trace d between Chinese and russo-western 
asiatic-european and i n some cases, american stone and bronze knives, 
p a i n t e d p o t t e r y , pot handles, swords, scabbards, axes, harness, 
arrow-heads, lances, c l o t h i n g , ornaments, decorative m o t i f s , 
p i c t o r i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , l i t e r a t u r e , legend and r e l i g i o n . Campbell 
(1965) has brought out connections between Chinese r e l i g i o n s and 
those o f the Occident; w h i l s t E l v i n (1973) has shown s i m i l a r i t i e s 
between Han and T'ang m i l i t a r y l e vy systems and those o f t h e i r 
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contemporaries m Rome and Byzantium. 
Chinese h i s t o r y should thus be seen as p a r t of a g l o b a l p a t t e r n 
of extensive r e c i p r o c a l c u l t u r a l t ransference, a fundamental f e a t u r e 
of w o r l d h i s t o r y o f which a l l c h i l d r e n ought t o be apprised. 
Nonetheless, u n t i l recent c e n t u r i e s the t i d e was l a r g e l y one-way, 
East t o West. This i n f l u e n c e of East upon West, not only i n terms of 
c u l t u r a l - t e c h n o l o g i c a l d i f f u s i o n , b ut also as a magnet, a challenge 
and an example, must also be represented i n the h i s t o r i c a l education 
of a l l . 
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C e r t a i n i n f l u e n c e s are commonly known, such as China's stimulus 
t o the voyages of discovery and the e a r l y and l a t e r european 
col o n i e s . Moreover, she i n s p i r e d an extensive d e s c r i p t i v e and 
a n a l y t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e c r u c i a l t o the o r i g i n s and progress of the 
european enlightenment, i t s e l f of major importance t o world 
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h i s t o r y . But i n a d d i t i o n , western Asia's and Europe's h i s t o r i c a l 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l debt t o China i s now f i r m l y established.''"'"'^ 
I n 1620, Bacon maintained t h a t " p r i n t i n g , gunpowder, and the 
magnet ... have changed the whole force and s t a t e of things 
throughout the wo r l d ... no empire, no sect, no s t a r , seems t o have 
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exerted greater power and i n f l u e n c e " . Those three innovations were 
of c r u c i a l importance i n the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of a u n i f i e d 
Christendom, the obsolescence of m i l i t a r y feudalism, and the 
us h e r i n g - i n o f the age of discovery. Of the t h r e e , block p r i n t i n g had 
o r i g i n a t e d i n the Chinese c u l t u r a l area before 700 A.D. The o l d e s t 
known p r i n t e d book i s Chinese (868). By 983, the e n t i r e buddhist 
T r i p i t a k a had been p r i n t e d from 130,000 blocks. Moveable type was 
recorded between 1041-49. The chronology of westward d i f f u s i o n has 
been d e t a i l e d by Carter (1925,1955) and Chatley (1947). 
B l o c k - p r i n t i n g was f i r s t p r a c t i s e d i n Europe i n 1375, and moveable 
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type p r i n t i n g i n the e a r l y 1400s. Of gunpowder, the Chinese "had 
solved a l l the problems i n v o l v e d i n i t s use long before i t was known 
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i n Europe". Fireworks date from 600 A.D. Gunpowder was used i n 
b a t t l e i n 900, i n c l u d i n g i n r o c k e t s , and l a t e r i n c a t a p u l t e d grenades 
and flame-throwers. Metal cannon date from the 13th century. 
** 
Gunpowder was f i r s t known i n Europe i n 1327. The chances of i t s 
having been independently invented are mathematically small. As t o 
the magnetic compass, even excluding disputed t e x t s , the f i r s t 
Chinese documentary reference dates from 1117. Other pre-1150 t e x t s 
described i t s use i n journeys. The f i r s t european reference was l a t e 
12th century. 
Gutenberg set up h i s p r i n t i n g p a r t n e r s h i p i n 1438. His f i r s t 
dated work i s 1454. 
Probably v i a the Arabs, through whom the West e a r l i e r also got 
the trebuchet from China. 
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But c u l t u r a l transmission from China t o the West went beyond 
those t h r e e . A t i d e o f i n v e n t i o n d r i f t e d westwards f o r over 2,000 
years. Needham (1954) has c a u t i o u s l y l i s t e d 35 major t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
innovations probably t r a n s m i t t e d from China t o the West before the 
18th century, the t i m e - l a g i n some cases up t o 17 c e n t u r i e s , and has 
** *** 
i n s i s t e d t h a t many more could be given Random examples include 
b l a s t furnaces, which f i r s t arose i n f i r s t century B.C. China and i n 
14th century Europe. The rudder, i n use i n f i r s t century A.D. China 
f i r s t appeared i n 14th century Europe. A r t e s i a n w e l l s 3,000 f e e t deep 
were dug i n Szechuan about 100 A.D: Europe's f i r s t a r t e s i a n w e l l 
dates from 1126. The i n v e n t i o n of paper i s documented from 105 A.D: 
i t i s then found a t c e n t r a l asian oasis towns ( t h i r d century) 
Samarkand (eighth) Egypt (tenth) and i n Europe 1150 A.D. Neither the 
b r e a s t - s t r a p nor c o l l a r harnesses, i n use i n Han and Tang times 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , occurred i n Europe u n t i l the l a t e r middle ages. L a s t l y , 
both segmental-arch and chain-suspension bridges were constructed i n 
7th century China: n e i t h e r was known i n Europe before 1340 and 1595 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Needham however (1970) has most i m p o r t a n t l y gone f u r t h e r , t o 
i n v e n t i o n s always considered the p r o p e r t y of the West, and has 
e s t a b l i s h e d Chinese knowledge of the explosive force of the c r e a t i o n 
of a vacuum by condensation of steam (2nd century B.C.); the 
conversion o f r o t a r y t o r e c t i l i n e a r motion ( f i r s t century A.D.); the 
double a c t i n g p i s t o n p r i n c i p l e (13th c e n t u r y ) ; knowledge of c o o l i n g 
* 
I n c l u d i n g the s q u a r e - p a l l e t chain pump (15 centuries) 
water-powered blowing machines f o r smelting (11) a r o t a r y fan 
and winnowing machine (14) piston-bellows (14) the 
draw-loom (4) s i l k - h a n d l i n g machinery (3 t o 13) 
wheelbarrows (10) b r e a s t - s t r a p harness (8) h o r s e - c o l l a r s (6) 
cross-bows (13) k i t e s (12) deep d r i l l i n g (11) c a s t - i r o n (12) 
segmental arch bridges (7) i r o n - c h a i n suspension bridges (13) 
canal lock gates (17) stern-post rudders (4) paper (10) and 
p o r c e l a i n (13). 
** 
Presumably i n c l u d i n g coal-burning, w a t e r - t i g h t compartments i n 
ships, l a t e e n s a i l s , s i l k , lacquer, i n k , paper money, 
wall-paper, t o i l e t - p a p e r , and s p a g h e t t i . 
*** 
On the other hand, he has i d e n t i f i e d only f o u r major techniques 
moving from the West t o China i n t h a t p e r i o d - the screw (14 
c e n t u r i e s ) force-pump (18) crankshaft (3) and clockwork (3) . 
(Even i n the case of the l a t t e r , however, e a r l i e r forms of 
clockwork almost c e r a i n l y came from China t o the West. The 
Chinese had a form of clockwork i n the 8 t h c. S i m i l a r mechanisms 
are described i n 13th c. Arabic t e x t s and i n l a t e r 13th c. 
Europe - 'European' clockwork goes back t o the e a r l y 14th c ) . 
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of pressure-vessels (13th c e n t u r y ) ; and r e c i p r o c a l a c t i o n mechanical 
devices w i t h crank, connecting-rod and p i s t o n - r o d mechanism (e a r l y 
14th c e n t u r y ) . Thus, "the e n t i r e morphology ... of the r e c i p r o c a t i n g 
steam-engine of the e a r l y 19th century was p r e f i g u r e d i n asian, 
e s p e c i a l l y Chinese, machinery widely used a t the beginning of the 
1 3 t h " . 1 0 6 
I t i s c l e a r t h a t w o r l d t e c h n o l o g i c a l h i s t o r y cannot be studied 
w i t h o u t s u b s t a n t i a l and r e c u r r e n t reference t o the Chinese 
c o n t r i b u t i o n . But China's i n f l u e n c e upon the West was never confined 
t o technology. I n medicine f o r example, there appears t o have been a 
strong westward impulse from e a r l i e s t times. The use of i o d i n e f o r 
t h y r o i d problems, known i n China i n the f i r s t century B.C., r e f i n e d 
i n T'ang times and f i r s t appearing i n Europe i n 1180, i s one example. 
Chinese medical degrees by examination date from 620 A.D. The f i r s t 
arab medical q u a l i f i c a t i o n s date from 931. The Baghdad teaching 
h o s p i t a l opened i n 980. The Palermo medical examinations began 1140. 
Even up t o the 18th century, the i n f l u e n c e continued, w i t h Chinese 
knowledge of v a r i o l a t i o n against smallpox (16th century) probably 
* 
reaching Europe v i a the Turks. 
The r o l e i n t h i s process of intermediate peoples, the 
concentration of dates o f f i r s t appearance i n the West c o i n c i d i n g 
both w i t h the Mongol r i s e i n the East and Christian-Muslim c o n f l i c t 
i n the West, may be s i g n i f i c a n t . Moreover, c u l t u r a l transmission from 
other than China, i n c l u d i n g I n d i a , Persia, S y r i a , I r a q , Egypt and 
Arabia may be suspected, ranging from shipping terminology, numerals, 
mathematics, botany, pharmacy, astronomy, a r c h i t e c t u r e and decorative 
m o t i f s t o a g r a r i a n implements, t i p p i n g - b u c k e t devices and geared 
water-wheels. Fradier (1959) has concluded t h a t by the 14th century 
"an i m p a r t i a l observer could have defined Europe ... as a peninsula 
of Asia ... susceptible t o the c i v i l i s i n g i n f l u e n c e s which reached i t 
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g r a d u a l l y ... from the East". The modern observer, then, might 
w e l l contend t h a t , i n p u r s u i t o f greater understanding both of world 
and o f european h i s t o r y , a t t e n t i o n should be p a i d i n h i s t o r y 
c u r r i c u l a not only t o the c u l t u r a l - t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements of the 
Chinese, but of other asian peoples, and of t h e i r r o l e i n West t o 
East c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n . 
* 
Omitted from a l l b r i t i s h school textbooks: scores mention the 
Chinese o r i g i n s of bubonic plague. 
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Nor has the East's w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance been confined t o 
c u l t u r a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l c r e a t i v i t y . Teggart (1939), a t t a c k i n g "the 
p r a c t i c e by which the h i s t o r y o f every country i s t r e a t e d i n 
i s o l a t i o n " , and i n s i s t i n g t h a t "the study of the past can become 
e f f e c t i v e only when i t i s r e a l i s e d t h a t a l l people have h i s t o r i e s 
(which) run c o n c u r r e n t l y i n the same worl d , and t h a t the a r t of 
comparing i s the beginning of knowledge", argued, from d e t a i l e d study 
o f 40 wars fought by the Romans on the Rhine-Danube f r o n t i e r between 
74 BC and 107 A.D., and a l l Chinese a c t i v i t i e s i n Mongolia, 
Kashgaria, B a c t r i a and P a r t h i a between 60 BC and 107 A.D., an 
important c o r r e l a t i o n between the p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r i e s of Rome and 
China. Wars i n the Tarim basin r i s i n g from Han attempts t o dominate 
the Hsiung-nu t o the n o r t h and the t r a d i n g web westward t o the Urals 
t r i g g e r e d - o f f disturbances i n P a r t h i a and Armenia, and e v e n t u a l l y 
Barbarian outbursts around Europe. Thus, "a s i n g l e command o f the 
emperor of China set i n motion disturbances which . .. e v e n t u a l l y 
reached the northern f r o n t i e r of the roman empire". Of the 40 roman 
wars, 27 were "traceable t o the ... changes of p o l i c y of the Han 
government". China was " h i g h l y important (to) ... the h i s t o r y o f the 
remote West". Consequently, " i f the h i s t o r y of Eurasia i n general or 
of Europe i n p a r t i c u l a r i s t o be understood, the h i s t o r y of China 
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must be placed i n the foreground". 
One f i n a l aspect of Chinese h i s t o r y renders i t r i c h l y rewarding 
of study by both a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n , not only i n respect of 
i n t r i n s i c f a c t o r s i n c l u d i n g h i s t o r i c a l methods and s k i l l s and the 
fundamental i n t e r e s t o f h i s t o r y , but also i n r e l a t i o n t o broader 
e x t r i n s i c aims of human empathy and c r o s s - c u l t u r a l understanding. I t 
i s t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y i s so f u l l y evidenced and documented as 
against the speculative nature of so much egyptian and greek h i s t o r y 
and even the evidence f o r pre-modern B r i t a i n and Europe. A v a i l a b l e 
resources include a r t i s t i c , a r c h i t e c t u r a l , a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l , 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l , documentary, environmental and l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l s , 
besides h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s . 
I n archaeology, a large number o f major s i t e s have been explored 
over the l a s t 80 years. Much i s known of l i t h i c China from western 
and Chinese a c t i v i t i e s at Chou-kou-tien, Pan-p'o and other s i t e s . 
Important bronze age s i t e s have been excavated a t Anyang, Chengchow, 
Hui-hsien, Shang-tsun-ling, H s i a - t u , and Chang-chia-p'o. Buddhist 
shrines at Tun-huang, Ta T'ung and Lung-men have been excavated: the 
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l i b r a r y of the buddhist monasteries a t Chien Fo-tung, 21,000 volumes 
* 
from 400 t o 1,000 A.D., was opened e a r l y t h i s century. P a r t i c u l a r 
emphasis was given by the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . Valuable Han p e r i o d 
d i s c o v e r i e s were made from 1968 a t Man-ch'eng, L e i t a i , Mi-hsien, 
Cheng-chou, and Mawangtui; and i n 1974 one of the world's major 
archaeological excavations began a t the Ch'in tomb a t Sian. Moreover, 
most of the T'ang tombs near Sian await excavation. Chinese 
archaeology e c l i p s e s t h a t of Europe and can i n some instances be 
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p a r a l l e l e d only by the pharaoic treasures. 
Chinese l i t e r a t u r e , s t r e t c h i n g back t o the 311 poems of the 
Books of Songs (Shih Ching) some of which p o s s i b l y antecede 600 B.C., 
f u r n i s h e s r i c h h i s t o r i c a l evidence due t o i t s d e s c r i p t i v e and 
s o c i a l - r e a l i s t i c q u a l i t i e s , besides profound i n s i g h t i n t o the 
h i s t o r i c a l Chinese view of l i f e . No l i t e r a r y source from dark-age 
Europe can r i v a l f o r h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l the contemporary poems of 
Tu Fu alone, such as Song o f the war c h a r i o t or My t r i p from the 
c a p i t a l - but thousands more T'ang poems give s i m i l a r d e t a i l , such as 
Wei Chuang's Lament of the Lady of Ch'in, d e s c r i b i n g the sacking of 
Ch'ang-an. From the same p e r i o d , novellas (ch'uan-ch'i) such as The 
s t o r y of L i Wa, though u s u a l l y supernatural i n theme, abound w i t h 
d e t a i l s of T'ang c i t y - l i f e . Equally valuable d e t a i l s on the d a i l y 
l i f e of such as teachers, butchers and actors have come down through 
the numerous sh o r t s t o r i e s and three s u r v i v i n g plays of the Sung; 
Mongol p l a y s , w i t h t h e i r " c l e a r perspective of the vast panorama of 
Chinese l i f e ... a wealth of s o c i o - l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l " ; Ming p e r i o d 
short s t o r i e s ; and Ming and Manchu novels, such as The dream of the 
red chamber, w i t h i t s extensive d e t a i l on 18th century upper-class 
f a m i l y l i f e ; which together give "a v i v i d p i c t u r e of Chinese s o c i e t y 
. .. i t s commercial and economic background ... s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e and 
f a m i l y system". ^ ® 
More d i r e c t h i s t o r i c a l evidence i s f u r n i s h e d by China's 
u n r i v a l l e d corpus of documentary and other primary m a t e r i a l s . F i r s t 
are the numerous s u r v i v i n g commentaries on s o c i a l p r a c t i c e s : the 
f i f t h century B.C. Book of R i t e s * * ( I L i ) d e t a i l s a r i s t o c r a t i c 
marriages, death ceremonies, banquets and archery tournaments. 
Second, there are important documentary c o l l e c t i o n s , such as the 60 
* 
S t e i n took 7,000 t o B r i t a i n . 
** 
Or, Book o f E t i q u e t t e s 
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documents o f the l a t e r Chou H i s t o r y c l a s s i c (Shu Ching, or Shang 
Shu) , over a dozen p o s s i b l y pre-600 B.C., which includes d e t a i l s 
ranging from r o y a l and m i l i t a r y speeches t o the b u i l d i n g o f Loyang 
and denunciations of d r i n k . T h i r d are reminiscences and d e s c r i p t i v e 
accounts, such as the contemporary record of the words, actions and 
movements o f the f i r s t T'ang emperor during 357 days p r i o r t o h i s 
accession(618 A.D.); Hsuang-tsang's account of h i s journey t o I n d i a 
(7th c e n t u r y ) ; or eyewitness d e s c r i p t i o n s of Cheng Ho's voyages (15th 
c e n t u r y ) . A l l give i n f o r m a t i o n on such as b e l i e f s , a t t i t u d e s , s o c i a l 
p r a c t i c e s , personal h a b i t s , c l o t h i n g , d i e t , a r t e f a c t s and ships 
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p a r a l l e l e d by few pre-modern western sources. Fourth, and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t l y , documents on Chinese l o c a l and r e g i o n a l 
h i s t o r y abound, as Spence (1978) has demonstrated. Stenton (1947) 
regarded domesday as unique among medieval records, but up t o 11,000 
Chinese l o c a l gazetteers and ch r o n i c l e s f o r 2500 p r e f e c t u r e s , 
t o t a l l i n g 5382 t i t l e s and 100,000 volumes, some from the 4th century 
A.D., c o l l e c t i v e l y match any other l o c a l resources f o r h i s t o r i c a l 
* 
value, g i v i n g d e t a i l s on i r r i g a t i o n , a g r i c u l t u r e , i n d u s t r y , t r a d e , 
r e l i g i o n , education, l o c a l c u l t u r e , and the l i v e s o f prominent 
people. The Yen-chou gazetteer, f o r instance, recorded a l o c a l 
p o p u l a t i o n i n 1167 o f 10,718 a d u l t males of the f i r s t f our ranks, 
71,479 of the f i f t h rank owning taxable p r o p e r t y , and 40,198 who 
"possess not a scrap of land, not one f o o t of a r a f t e r of a house." 
Moreover, gazetteers were c o n s t a n t l y up-dated: t h a t f o r Kiang-yin 
d i s t r i c t , f i r s t published i n 1194, had enjoyed 15 published r e v i s i o n s 
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by 1840. 
w i t t f o g e l and Feng's (1946) conclusion t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y i s 
"at l e a s t as w e l l documented as t h a t o f the Near East, Greece, Rome 
or medieval Europe (and) f o r many periods and aspects ... i n f i n i t e l y 
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b e t t e r " , i s demonstrably c o r r e c t . But i n respect of secondary 
h i s t o r i c a l evidence, w r i t t e n h i s t o r i e s (though o f t e n almost 
contemporary evidence i n t h e i r own r i g h t , and r e p l e t e w i t h primary 
documentation) China stands a p a r t , "unique i n the volume of i t s 
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output and the length and c o n t i n u i t y o f i t s record". This has 
long been recognised. Fourmant (1747) observed t h a t the dynastic 
h i s t o r i e s read l i k e j o u r n a l s and were more r e l i a b l e than those o f any 
* 
Though there i s no equ i v a l e n t of the coroners' inquest, 
guild-proceedings, land tenancy records or p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s 
which give such d e t a i l e d evidence of l a t e r medieval and e a r l y 
modern B r i t a i n . (J.D. Spence, Death of Woman Wang, 1978, x i i ) . 
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other ancient c u l t u r e , i n c l u d i n g the greek: "de t o u t l e Paganisme l e s 
Chinois sont l e seul Peuple q u i ... nous pr^sente des Annales & une 
Chronologie duement a u t o r i t e e : peut-on v o i r r i e n de plus admirable 
qu'une H i s t o i r e de t a n t de s i e c l e s , l ' H i s t o i r e d'un seul Peuple, cru 1 
s i long-tems Barbare, & cependant des son berceau, l e plus p o l i de 
* 
l'Univers?" The p o i n t was s i m i l a r l y made by Jackson (1752) V o l t a i r e 
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(1756) and Hegel (1822). I t has received modern endorsement from 
scholars i n c l u d i n g Swingle, 1921 ("records of unsurpassed 
completeness ... the paradise of the h i s t o r i a n " ) ; Bodde, 1957 ("more 
voluminous than t h a t of any other people"); Pulleyblank, 1961 
("unequalled by any other country before modern t i m e s " ) ; and McNeill 
and Sedlar, 1970 ("unique i n i t s c h r o n o l o g i c a l p r e c i s i o n " ) . Waley, 
1934, has made the comparative p o i n t most e f f e c t i v e l y : " I n numerous 
instances ... China shows i n a complete and i n t e l l i g i b l e form what i n 
the West i s known ... only through examples t h a t are s c a t t e r e d , 
fragmentary and obscure" . 
** 
I n s p i r e r of t h i s t r a d i t i o n was Ssu-ma Ch'ien (2nd century 
B.C.) whose 130-chapter H i s t o r i c a l records (Shih Chi) enjoys 
s c h o l a r l y r e c o g n i t i o n as "a pioneer work i n both Chinese and world 
h i s t o r y " , and "one o f the world's most remarkable 
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studies ... unprecedented scope and d i s c i p l i n e " . A f i v e s e c t i o n 
h i s t o r y of the dynasties up t o the Han, i n c l u d i n g c a r e f u l l y dated 
long e x t r a c t s from ancient and contemporary documents, i t also 
contained c h r o n o l o g i c a l t a b l e s , i n c l u d i n g a l i s t o f m i n i s t e r i a l 
dates, e i g h t h i s t o r i c a l t r e a t i s e s on such as economics, the calendar 
and music, h i s t o r i e s of the separate Chinese s t a t e s , and o r a l l y 
sourced biographies of the famous, i n c l u d i n g the e a r l i e s t of 
Confucius. I t s value as a source f o r minute aspects of the h i s t o r y 
of e a r l y Han China may be seen, f o r instance, i n h i s account of the 
"Across the whole pagan spectrum, the Chinese are the only 
people which ... has bequeathed t o us both annals and a r e l i a b l y 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e chronology. Could there be anything more 
admirable than a h i s t o r y (across) so many c e n t u r i e s , the h i s t o r y 
of a s i n g l e people, f o r so long h e l d t o be barbarous, but yet 
(from the time t h e i r c i v i l i s a t i o n was) i n i t s c r a d l e , the most 
accomplished i n the universe". 
Though not the f i r s t h i s t o r i a n . A co u r t h i s t o r i a n i s recorded 
f o r 900 B.C., and the Tso Commentaries (Tso Chuan) and other 
h i s t o r i e s antedate Ssu-ma Ch'ien. 
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south, where people were "able to gather a l l they want without 
w a i t i n g f o r merchants to come around s e l l i n g ... but t h e r e are no 
wealthy f a m i l i e s " ; or h i s i r o n i c account of young women "running 
a f t e r r i c h e s ...(showing) o f f t h e i r f i g u r e s and f a c e s ... (dangling) 
long s l e e v e s ... ( t r i p p i n g ) about i n pointed s l i p p e r s " . 
T h i s imposing precedent was followed by Pan Ku's f i r s t century 
A.D. H i s t o r y of the Former Han (Han Shu) which, with i t s "grim 
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r e a l i s m and a i r of brooding grandeur". was s i m i l a r l y based on 
o f f i c i a l documents, o r a l t r a d i t i o n s and pr e v i o u s h i s t o r i e s . I t 
in c l u d e d d e s c r i p t i v e accounts, b i o g r a p h i e s , t r e a t i s e s on such as the 
army, i m p e r i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and penal law, and c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
t a b l e s . F or the S u i dynasty there i s the 85 chapter Sui-shu (636 
* 
A.D.) p l u s ten monographs (656 A.D.) on such as law, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
p o l i t i c a l economy and b i b l i o g r a p h y . A l a t e r example (1084 A.D.) but 
i n d i r e c t l i n e of s u c c e s s i o n , was Ssu-ma Kuang's Comprehensive M i r r o r 
fo r a i d i n government (Tzu-chih t'ung-chien). I t covered not only 
" e v e r y t h i n g p e r t a i n i n g to the r i s e and f a l l of d y n a s t i e s " (403 B.C. 
to 959 A.D.) but a l s o "the good and i l l fortune of the common 
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people", and was based on 322 s p e c i f i e d s o u r c e s . 
C e r t a i n p o i n t s about t h i s documentary base and w r i t t e n h i s t o r y 
stand out. F i r s t i s i t s sheer bulk. To be implemented, any proposal 
f i r s t r e q u i r e d i m p e r i a l 'vermilion endorsement". The submission was 
then c a r e f u l l y f i l e d so t h a t hundreds of thousands are extant, as 
demonstrated i n r e s p e c t of medieval China by E l v i n (1973). Peake 
(1932) knew of 800,000 i n one of Peking's four documentary a r c h i v e s . 
The Shih C h i i s v a r i o u s l y estimated a t up to one and a h a l f m i l l i o n 
E n g l i s h words: Chavannes 1 v e r s i o n (1895-1905) comprises 3052 pages. 
By comparison, the nine books of Herodotus' H i s t o r i e s (600 pages i n 
E n g l i s h ) a r e s l i g h t . Again, the Han Shu would t o t a l a t l e a s t 800,000 
E n g l i s h words. I n Swann (1950) two of i t s 100 t r e a t i s e s , p l u s one 
chapter of the Shih-Chi (with e d i t o r i a l notes) make up 355 pages. 
The 600 chapter f i r s t d r a f t of the Tzu-chih t'ung-chien f i l l e d two 
rooms of Ssu-ma Kuang's house. I t was then reduced to 294 chapters 
50 of the chapte r s are b i o g r a p h i e s . 
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and a 30 chapter abridgement. The 26 major dynastic h i s t o r i e s 
comprise over 20 m i l l i o n characters, e q u i v a l e n t t o over 45 m i l l i o n 
English words, and a complete English t r a n s l a t i o n would f i l l over 400 
volumes a t 500 pages each. That on the Manchu alone f i l l s 134 
Chinese volumes i n 536 chapters and includes 500 p r i n c i p a l 
, . ,. 121 biographies. 
Second i s i t s r e l a t i v e r e l i a b i l i t y . I n respect of each dynasty, 
documented i n f o r m a t i o n on emperors, other leading p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 
ceremonies, law, music, l i t e r a t u r e , technology, astronomy, the 
calendar, and economic geography e x i s t s i n such d e t a i l t h a t i t i s 
o f t e n known t o the day when p a r t i c u l a r events took place. Ssu-ma 
Ch'ien was almost c e r t a i n l y more r e l i a b l e than e i t h e r Herodotus or 
* 
T a c i t u s . He l i s t e d 30 Shang Kings: the bones found a t Anyang i n the 
1920s named 23 of them. S i m i l a r l y , the naming o f the l a s t 12 Shang 
Kings, the l a s t of whom burned t o death, was v i n d i c a t e d by the 
discovery of 11 great tombs between 1934-1950; h i s account of the 
career of an e a r l y Chou magnate was confirmed from i n s c r i p t i o n s i n 
1954; and h i s reference t o a s t a t e o f Kuo (8th century B.C.) has also 
been confirmed by archaeology. 
But accuracy was not confined t o the Shih Chi. Ssu-ma Kuang 
applied high c r i t i c a l standards and compared c o n f l i c t i n g d e t a i l i n 
the sources. Again, both the L i f e of Huang-tsang, and h i s own 
account of h i s t r a v e l s , r i n g t r u e t o the h i s t o r i c a l ear - as when, 
r e l a t i n g a buddhist legend, Huang-tsang l a c o n i c a l l y observed: 
"Without asking whether we b e l i e v e the t a l e or not, i t i s a piteous 
„ 122** one . 
Herodotus (5c B.C.) i s suspect f o r t r u t h and accuracy. His 
sources were mainly o r a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s and v i s i b l e evidence, 
p o s s i b l y some documents, so t h a t much of i t i s "more i n the 
nature of popular legend than s c i e n t i f i c h i s t o r y " . (A. de 
S e l i n c o u r t , Herodotus, 1954,9). He saw human h i s t o r y as 
governed by d e s t i n y , i n the form of the jealousy of the d i v i n i t y 
f o r human grandeur. Likewise, w i t h Tacitus (1-2 c. A.D.) the 
main sources seem t o have been o r a l . Moreover, despite 
g e n e r a l l y accurate d e t a i l , he was emotionally i n v o l v e d , h i s 
research s u p e r f i c i a l , and h i s m o r a l i s t i c tone approached malice. 
(K. Wellesley, T a c i t u s , 1975,15). 
I t i s i n s t r u c t i v e t o compare these w r i t i n g s w i t h the almost 
contemporary Gildas, or the even more miraculous content of 
Nennius, our p r i n c i p a l sources on e a r l y anglo-saxon h i s t o r y . 
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One reason f o r t h i s r e l a t i v e accuracy was the emphasis upon not 
only massive documentation and r e f e r e n c i n g (the Han Shu included a 
b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l chapter) but h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l a n a l y s i s . L i u 
Chih-chi's e i g h t h century G e n e r a l i t i e s on h i s t o r y (Shih-t'ung) was 
probably the world's f i r s t h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l t r e a t i s e , w i t h sections 
on documents, biographies, monographs, headings, choice of m a t e r i a l , 
use of e a r l i e r sources, verbiage, b i a s , judgement, vocabulary and 
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v a l i d documentation. 
T h i r d , the m a t e r i a l i s v i v i d and r e a l i s t i c . E a rly i n 
Huang-tsang's journey, f o r instance, "suddenly on the dry p l a i n he 
saw armed hosts, hundreds of men c l a d i n f u r and f e l t ... camels and 
horses, the g l i t t e r of standards and lances ... when he was t r y i n g t o 
f i l l h i s w a t e r - b o t t l e ... an arrow w h i s t l e d past h i s head .. . (and 
j u s t grazed h i s knee) .. . s o l d i e r s came and took him before the 
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commandant, who ordered the f i r e b u i l t up t o inspect him c l o s e l y " . 
Fourth, i t bubbles w i t h personal d e t a i l , absent from western 
h i s t o r i e s before the e a r l y modern p e r i o d , on tens o f thousands of 
greater or lesser personages. We read t h a t Kao Tsu (d.195 B.C.) had 
a large nose, 72 black spots on h i s l e f t t h i g h , loved wine and women, 
disarmed an enemy t h r e a t e n i n g t o b o i l h i s f a t h e r a l i v e by asking f o r 
a cup of the soup, was contemptuous o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s , u r i n a t e d i n 
mandarins' hats, and died from a s e p t i c wound because he despised 
doctors. 
F i f t h , not only are the Chinese sources c l e a r l y superior t o 
those of a l l other e a r l y peoples, as McNeill (1971) and Teggart 
(1939) have shown o f Chou and Han China by c o n t r a s t r e s p e c t i v e l y w i t h 
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contemporary I n d i a and Rome, they give b e t t e r d e t a i l of other 
asian peoples than t h e i r own h i s t o r i c a l records. I n d i a lacks sound 
documentation f o r e a r l y and medieval times, whereas Chinese sources 
o f f e r s u b s t a n t i a l d e t a i l . Huang-tsang, f o r instance, v i v i d l y 
described i n d i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e , urban scenes and l i f e s t y l e s ("every 
time they perform the f u n c t i o n s o f nature they wash ... and use 
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perfumes"). S i m i l a r l y v i v i d i n f o r m a t i o n on South East Asia has 
survived. The richness of d e s c r i p t i o n s has been shown by Schafer 
The c o n t i n u a t i o n of t h i s t r a d i t i o n t o the present i s shown i n 
W.G. Beasley and E.G. Pulleyblank, H i s t o r i a n s of China and 
Japan, 1961, e s p e c i a l l y a r t i c l e s by Pulleyblank (ppl36-51) 
Lien-sheng Yang (44-59) W. Franke (60-77) P. Demieville (167-85) 
and J. Gray (186-212). 
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(1967) w h i l s t Chou Ta-kuan's 13th century v i s i t t o Cambodia produced 
earthy and wry d e t a i l on such as monkish ceremonial deflowering of 
g i r l s ("considered a m e r i t o r i o u s deed") left-handed t o i l e t h a b i t s 
("when they see the Chinese ... wipe themselves w i t h paper, they 
r i d i c u l e them") and naked bathing customs ("Chinese o f t e n go there t o 
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watch"). Likewise, much i s known of the peoples t o the n o r t h and 
west from Chinese sources, such as Sung-yun's (518 A.D.) d e s c r i p t i o n 
o f the Persians; Huang-tsang's (7th century) of the Bactrians; L i 
Chih-ch'ang's (1228) of Samarkand; Rabban Sauma's (13th century) of 
the Mongols, Byzantium and Europe; or the O f f i c i a l H i s t o r y of the 
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Mongol Dynasty (14th c e n t u r y ) . 
A s i x t h , h i g h l y important f e a t u r e , already demonstrated i n some 
d e t a i l , i s t h a t though much of China's vast corpus of w r i t t e n 
evidence has never been t r a n s l a t e d , e s p e c i a l l y the b u l k of the l o c a l 
m a t e r i a l , enough was a v a i l a b l e e a r l i e r i n t h i s century t o o f f e r 
adequate resources f o r the e n t e r p r i s i n g teacher, whether d i r e c t 
t r a n s l a t i o n s from l i t e r a r y , p h i l o s o p h i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l t e x t s , or 
source-based monographs. Since the second world war, t h a t body of 
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t r a n s l a t e d m a t e r i a l has been g r e a t l y expanded. Any neglect of 
Chinese h i s t o r y which may have occurred i n b r i t i s h c u r r i c u l a , 
t h e r e f o r e , has r e f l e c t e d , not any lack of primary or secondary 
teaching m a t e r i a l s , but r a t h e r a range of more complex issues and 
a t t i t u d e s . 
The correctness of the preceding a s s e r t i o n s as t o the 
f a s c i n a t i o n and importance of Chinese h i s t o r y both i n t r i n s i c a l l y and 
i n terms of world h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s could best be e s t a b l i s h e d and 
r e i n f o r c e d through sketching a v i g n e t t e of her h i s t o r y from e a r l i e s t 
times t o the present. The exigencies of space preclude such an 
exercise. Nevertheless, even from the l i m i t e d brush-strokes which 
have been p o s s i b l e i n t h i s chapter, i t i s c l e a r t h a t China o f f e r s an 
h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n which from i t s e a r l i e s t days t o the 
present has displayed "a t r u l y remarkable array of s c i e n t i f i c 
i n i t i a t i v e s , outstanding t e c h n i c a l achievements and speculative 
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i n s i g h t " which r i v a l those of Europe. The most d i s t i n c t i v e and 
separate of the great h i s t o r i c a l c i v i l i s a t i o n s , "a uniquely large and 
compact s e c t i o n o f mankind, w i t h a s p e c i a l l y s e l f - c o n t a i n e d and 
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long-continued t r a d i t i o n of c e n t r a l i t y and s u p e r i o r i t y " , yet 
always i n f l u e n c e d by and r e c i p r o c a l l y i n f l u e n c i n g other great centres 
of c i v i l i s a t i o n , i t stands out as of d i s t i n c t i v e w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
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importance, not only i n r e s p e c t of m i l i t a r y e x p l o i t s , i m p e r i a l 
expansion and r e v o l u t i o n , but a l s o i n the a r t s of peace - r e l i g i o n 
and e t h i c s ; philosophy, h i s t o r i o g r a p h y and education; a r t and 
l i t e r a t u r e ; s c i e n c e , mathematics and astronomy; pharmacology and 
medicine; technology and i n v e n t i o n ; a g r i c u l t u r e and manufacture; 
commerce and t r a d e ; a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and government. The p o i n t has 
been v i g o r o u s l y put (1949) by L a t o u r e t t e : "Chinese c u l t u r e has been 
noteworthy both f o r i t s e x c e l l e n c e and f o r i t s i n f l u e n c e upon i t s 
immediate neighbors. I n philosophy i t has d i s p l a y e d o r i g i n a l i t y and 
has had marked s o c i a l e f f e c t s . ( I t s ) p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e endured 
longer than any other d e v i s e d by man, and, when measured by ... the 
number of people governed, was one of the most s u c c e s s f u l i n h i s t o r y . 
I n q u a l i t y and volume Chinese l i t e r a t u r e ranks among the g r e a t e s t 
produced ... China's a r t i s being more and more e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y 
acclaimed ... The economic o r g a n i s a t i o n ... made p o s s i b l e the 
e x i s t e n c e of an enormous pop u l a t i o n ... I n i t s e l f such a c i v i l i s a t i o n 
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deserves study". 
I t i s t h e r e f o r e a s s e r t e d t h a t the onus of argument i n r e s p e c t of 
the study of Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n w i t h i n a framework of 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l t e a c h i n g i n western e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s must 
r e s t , not upon those who advocate i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n - whether i n 
p u r s u i t of i n t r i n s i c or e x t r i n s i c e d u c a t i o n a l goals - but upon those 
who, as w i l l be demonstrated, through t h e i r n a t i o n a l assumptions, 
c u r r i c u l u m a t t i t u d e s , examining p o l i c i e s , p u b l i s h i n g i n i t i a t i v e s or 
classroom p r a c t i c e s , have f r u s t r a t e d i t s development to the p o i n t of 
almost t o t a l e x c l u s i o n from s y l l a b u s e s i n h i s t o r y and other a s p e c t s 
of the school c u r r i c u l u m . 
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SECTION TWO; HISTORICAL 
Chapter Three: The t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n B r i t a i n from the eighteenth 
century to 1939, w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to wider-world h i s t o r y . 
H i s t o r y i s a comparatively r e c e n t s u b j e c t i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s and 
c o l l e g e s . George I , e s t a b l i s h i n g c h a i r s of modern h i s t o r y and 
languages a t Oxford and Cambridge i n 1724, observed t h a t "no 
p r o v i s i o n has h i t h e r t o been made i n e i t h e r of the s a i d U n i v e r s i t i e s 
f o r the study of Modern H i s t o r y ... the knowledge of which i s h i g h l y 
n e c e s s a r y towards completely q u a l i f y i n g the youth ... f o r s e v e r a l 
s t a t i o n s both i n Church and S t a t e to which they may be c a l l e d " . That 
phraseology was s i g n i f i c a n t : the c l e a r o b j e c t i v e from the s t a r t was 
to produce, i n Maitland's words (1901) " E n g l i s h l e a d e r s of e n g l i s h 
b e a r s " . ^ Nonetheless, l i t t l e was done a t f i r s t . No h i s t o r y l e c t u r e s 
were d e l i v e r e d i n Cambridge between 1725 and 1777. 
Improvement began i n the e a r l y 19th century. Oxford's r e g i u s 
p r o f e s s o r Nares (1813-41) b e l i e v e d the s u b j e c t " L i g h t and 
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unacademical", but complied w i t h an 1814 ordinance r e q u i r i n g three 
l e c t u r e s per annum on n a t u r a l philosophy and 20 on h i s t o r y . His 
s u c c e s s o r s , i n c l u d i n g Arnold (1841-2) continued l e c t u r i n g , and the 
school of law and modern h i s t o r y was founded i n 1850. That event, 
w i t h the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the Cambridge moral s c i e n c e s t r i p o s (1848) 
which i n c l u d e d modern h i s t o r y , moral philosophy, p o l i t i c a l economy 
and e n g l i s h j u r i s p r u d e n c e , was to prove s i g n i f i c a n t to the subsequent 
development of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a i n s c h o o l s and o t h e r u n i v e r s i t i e s . 
I n g e n e r a l , h i s t o r y was not provided i n s c h o o l s before 1850, and 
though Rugby under Arnold (1827-41) saw growing exphasis on 
c l a s s i c a l , c h r i s t i a n and e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , n e g l e c t p e r s i s t e d 
elsewhere. Of 705 s c h o o l s surveyed by the Brougham commission (1837) 
only 28 taught any h i s t o r y . I n mid-century the Newcastle commission 
found l i t t l e i f any i n elementary s c h o o l s . None was taught a t 
Winchester by 1864. Matthew Arnold observed (1867) t h a t the s u b j e c t 
had " i n the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of schools f a l l e n i n t o d i s u s e and 
n e g l e c t " . The next y e a r , the Taunton commission made no mention of 
3 
h i s t o r y i n i t s main r e p o r t . 
Some development may have been s t i m u l a t e d by the 1867 f r a n c h i s e 
4 
reform. T h i s was confined l a r g e l y to grammar s c h o o l s , however. By 
1890 only 5.4% of upper elementary departments o f f e r e d the s u b j e c t , 
and as l a t e as 1899 i t was s t u d i e d by only 4.5% of London c h i l d r e n . 
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But the a b o l i t i o n of 'payment by r e s u l t s ' (1895) and the s p e c i f y i n g 
of h i s t o r y as a n e c e s s a r y s u b j e c t i n the 1902 elementary schools code 
l e d to r a p i d spread. H i s t o r y was taught i n v i r t u a l l y a l l elementary 
schools by 1903. I n 1904, the Board of Education s p e c i f i c a l l y 
recommended i t s i n c l u s i o n i n the c u r r i c u l u m of the new secondary 
schools."' 
The content of t h i s newly e s t a b l i s h e d s u b j e c t and the reasons 
f o r i t are of g r e a t importance to the development of h i s t o r i c a l 
education i n England. From the beginning, i t i s c l e a r t h a t the more 
ecumenical views noted i n an e a r l i e r chapter were represented only 
by c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y . E n g l i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y was i n c r e a s i n g l y the 
norm. I n the elementary sc h o o l s of the 1870's " E n g l i s h h i s t o r y only 
was to be s t u d i e d ... standard 4 s t u d i e d the o u t l i n e s of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y as f a r as 1066, standard 5 from 1066 to 1485, standard 6 from 
1485 to the death of George I I I " . P u b l i c and grammar school h i s t o r y 
was s i m i l a r l y almost t o t a l l y ' n a t i o n a l ' i n content, w i t h even Europe 
excluded.^ 
F a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g t h i s development of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y may 
have i n c l u d e d the f r e n c h r e v o l u t i o n a r y wars and the a n t i - b o n a p a r t i s t 
syndrome; the growth of i m p e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s and a s s o c i a t e d jingoism; 
great-power r i v a l r y ; i n d u s t r i a l and demographic expansion; s c i e n t i f i c 
and t e c h n o l o g i c a l l e a d e r s h i p ; n a v a l mastery; the p o p u l a r i t y of the 
monarchy; the e x t e n s i o n of democratic c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m ; even S c o t t ' s 
n o v e l s . F o r e i g n t h r e a t and s o c i a l u n r e s t f u r t h e r pushed educators 
towards r e a l i s a t i o n of the need f o r n a t i o n a l awareness. Whether 
there was a more conscious attempt to c l o s e ranks s o c i a l l y i n 
response to the s o c i a l i s t t h r e a t , the ' c u l t u r a l hegemony' theory, i s 
c o n j e c t u r a l . The i n f l u e n c e of s o c i a l d a r w i n i s t and r a c i s t thought i s 
Q 
s i m i l a r l y open to s p e c u l a t i o n . What i s not open to doubt i s the 
i n f l u e n c e of two c l o s e l y - r e l a t e d 19th century views of h i s t o r y -
h i s t o r y as a s c i e n t i f i c method, and h i s t o r y as the r e c o r d of progress 
- which burgeoned not only i n 19th century B r i t a i n , but a l s o i n 
Europe and the U.S.A. "The g r e a t i n n o v a t i o n was n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , 
pursued back to the m i s t s of e a r l y medieval times and forward ... to 
the g l o r i o u s achievements of the p r e s e n t . S u s t a i n i n g and pervading 
9 
h i s t o r y so conceived was the notion of p r o g r e s s " . 
The r o l e of u n i v e r s i t y s c h o l a r s was c r u c i a l . At Oxford, the 
combined school ended i n 1870 with the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the school of 
modern h i s t o r y . At Cambridge, the law and h i s t o r y t r i p o s r e c e n t l y 
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emerged from the moral s c i e n c e s t r i p o s was l i k e w i s e separated (1873). 
Independence d i d l i t t l e , however, to l e s s e n the emphasis h i t h e r t o 
p l a c e d on l e g a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and domestic p o l i t i c a l development. 
Oxford's modern h i s t o r y p r o f e s s o r s between 1854 and the second world 
war comprised Freeman, author of a 15 volume h i s t o r y of the norman 
* 
conquest; Stubbs, author of s e v e r a l works on the e n g l i s h 
c o n s t i t u t i o n and e d i t o r of 19 volumes of medieval e n g l i s h c h r o n i c l e s ; 
Froude, author of a multi-volume h i s t o r y of tudor England; Powell, 
student of i c e l a n d i c p h i l o l o g y ; F i r t h , author of seven major books on 
the e n g l i s h c i v i l war; Davis, e d i t o r of the D i c t i o n a r y of N a t i o n a l 
Biography and an expert on medieval England; and Powicke, again 
s p e c i a l i s i n g i n e n g l i s h medieval s t u d i e s . Other i n f l u e n t i a l Oxford 
s c h o l a r s i n c l u d e d Dicey, t e a c h e r of e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l law, and 
Vinogradoff, p r o f e s s o r of j u r i s p r u d e n c e and author of books on 
medieval England. At Cambridge, the r e v i s e d s y l l a b u s (1885) provided 
f o r i n c r e a s e d a t t e n t i o n to l e g a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y and 
t e x t s . 1<"> The C h a i r was occupied from 1869 by S e e l e y , author of The 
expansion of England and Growth of b r i t i s h p o l i c y , and c o i n e r of a 
famous dictum t h a t p o l i t i c s and h i s t o r y were inseparable.''"''' He was 
followed by Acton (1895) and Acton by Bury (1902) whose r e s p e c t i v e 
i n f l u e n c e s a re d e t a i l e d subsequently. Another i n f l u e n t i a l Cambridge 
h i s t o r i a n was Maitland, p r o f e s s o r of e n g l i s h law and author of 10 
major books on the medieval c o n s t i t u t i o n . Nor was the p a t t e r n broken 
elsewhere. Gardiner, modern h i s t o r y p r o f e s s o r a t London, p u b l i s h e d 9 
major books on e a r l y modern e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y . He a l s o 
e d i t e d the E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review a f t e r 1891. His s u c c e s s o r , 
B e e s l y , a l s o Oxford t r a i n e d , b e l i e v e d t h a t knowledge emanates 
e x c l u s i v e l y from the methods of the p h y s i c a l s c i e n c e s . At 
Manchester, the h i s t o r y school was founded by Ward i n 1868, who had 
s t u d i e d i n Germany and was i n s p i r e d by rankean s c i e n t i s m . He 
subsequently e d i t e d the Cambridge Modern H i s t o r y , the Cambridge 
H i s t o r y of E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e and the Cambridge H i s t o r y of B r i t i s h 
F o r e i g n P o l i c y . His s u c c e s s o r Tout (1890-1925) one-time p u p i l of 
Stubbs, and p r e s i d e n t of the Royal H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y from 1925, was 
author, b e s i d e s major works on medieval e n g l i s h l e g a l and 
* Whose "enormous i n f l u e n c e " on school h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s was noted 
by HMI i n 1967. (DES, Towards world h i s t o r y , 1967,9) 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e h i s t o r y , of s e v e r a l books f o r s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , 
i n c l u d i n g (with Powell) H i s t o r y of England f o r s c h o o l s . Even more 
important i n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n s c h o o l s , however, was 
A.F. P o l l a r d , London p r o f e s s o r of e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y from 
1903, who b e s i d e s e s t a b l i s h i n g the I n s t i t u t e of H i s t o r i c a l Research, 
to promote the s c i e n t i f i c study of l e g a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , p o l i t i c a l 
and d i p l o m a t i c documents, p r i m a r i l y of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , i n a d d i t i o n 
co-founded (1906) the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n whose d e c l a r e d o b j e c t i v e 
was the promotion of h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s . The f i r s t meeting was i n 
h i s house. F i r t h was the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s f i r s t p r e s i d e n t ; he was 
succeeded by Tout; and P o l l a r d h i m s e l f succeeded Tout. 
These s c h o l a r s had much i n common. A l l were Oxbridge t r a i n e d ; 
advocates of h i s t o r i c a l s c i e n t i s m w i t h strong emphasis on the use of 
o r i g i n a l source m a t e r i a l ; s p e c i a l i s t s i n medieval or e a r l y modern 
* 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l or p o l i t i c a l e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ; and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y 
a c t i v e or educated i n the l a t e r 19th century, when h i s t o r y was 
p e r c e i v e d i n developmental or whiggish terms depending upon "the 
assumption of f i n a l i t y ... the c u l m i n a t i o n of human h i s t o r y " 
12 
epitomised by e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and p o l i t i c a l triumphs. 
The outstanding example i s Acton. F a s c i n a t e d by the s c i e n t i f i c 
h i s t o r y of the german scho o l , e s p e c i a l l y h i s p e r s o n a l f r i e n d s Sybel 
and Ranke, he a l s o profoundly b e l i e v e d t h a t the triumph of e n g l i s h 
** 
P r o t e s t a n t i s m and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r a c t i c e p e r s o n i f i e d "the wisdom 
of d i v i n e r u l e " . These momentous h i s t o r i c a l developments, p a r a l l e l e d 
by c o n t i n e n t a l movements o r i g i n a t i n g i n c l a s s i c a l times, allowed 
t h i n k i n g men to converge along a s i n g l e l i n e of t r u t h , r e a l i s a t i o n of 
the o v e r r i d i n g v i r t u e s of e n g l i s h and european c i v i l i s a t i o n , a 
e u r o c e n t r i c v i s i o n given c l e a r e x p r e s s i o n i n the p l a n f o r h i s 
13 
Cambridge Modern H i s t o r y (1898). 
The importance of such c o n v i c t i o n s to the development of 
h i s t o r i c a l education i n B r i t a i n i s p l a i n . Those moral v i r t u e s 
s p o t l i g h t e d from 1895 i n Acton's p r o f e s s o r i a l l e c t u r e s seemed to 
audiences almost uniquely e n g l i s h : the purpose of school h i s t o r y 
* 
E x c l u d i n g Powell. 
** 
D e spite h i s own Roman C a t h o l i c i s m . 
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t e a c h i n g must be to b r i n g them to the a t t e n t i o n of the young. T h e i r 
l o c u s and e x p r e s s i o n was the b r i t i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n and i t s p r a c t i c a l 
t r a n s l a t i o n through parliament and b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l e vents. 
C h i l d r e n should t h e r e f o r e be given sound b a s i c knowledge of the 
development of the s u p e r i o r b r i t i s h s t a t e and c o n s t i t u t i o n . Thus, 
the new s u b j e c t growing i n p u b l i c to elementary school c u r r i c u l a from 
the l a t e r 19th century s e t out to e x t o l b r i t i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and 
p o l i t i c a l p e r s o n a l i t i e s and achievements, mapping out a high road of 
key dates from 1215 to 1832. E s s e n t i a l l y developmental and 
m o r a l i s t i c , i t was intended "to g i v e p u p i l s a h e a l t h y r e s p e c t f o r 
b r i t i s h i n s t i t u t i o n s : the s p i r i t of whig h i s t o r i a n s brooded over the 
„ 14* scene . 
These v a r i o u s i n f l u e n c e s c r e a t e d a c l i m a t e of academic opinion 
f o r the 20th century. C e n t r a l l y important was the view of h i s t o r i c a l 
i n q u i r y as s c i e n t i f i c determinism, probing human and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f u n c t i o n i n g , thus r e v e a l i n g the c a u s a t i o n of events p a s t and f u t u r e . 
T h i s view, which p a r a l l e l e d broader p h i l o s o p h i c a l e v a l u a t i o n s of 
education and " f o r some z e a l o t s p ossessed the same o b j e c t i v i t y and 
y i e l d e d ... the u n i v e r s a l laws of human development comparable to 
15 
those of the n a t u r a l s c i e n c e s " , may be t r a c e d back to Condorcet, 
t h a t the laws of human s o c i e t y may be r e v e a l e d as i n the n a t u r a l 
s c i e n c e s , and should induce u n i v e r s a l e t h i c a l and m a t e r i a l i s t i c 
progress; from thence to Comte, t h a t h i s t o r y must u t i l i s e 
s c i e n t i f i c methodology to i d e n t i f y laws governing change and 
development; and i n Germany to Heeren, t h a t the c e n t r a l h i s t o r i c a l 
theme must be the r i s e of the european n a t i o n - s t a t e system, to which 
there was no a s i a n p a r a l l e l , and i t s r e s u l t a n t moral and e f f e c t i v e 
world supremacy. Heeren's i d e a s s t r o n g l y i n f l u e n c e d Ranke. Ranke 
was a l s o i n s p i r e d by Niebuhr and by S t e n z e l , who had adapted f o r 
h i s t o r i c a l i n q u i r y the m i c r o s c o p i c t e x t u a l a n a l y s i s c u r r e n t i n gentian 
b i b l i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p . From 1824 he h i m s e l f i n s p i r e d c r i t i c a l 
s o u r c e - s t u d i e s ( Q u e l l e n k r i t i k ) whose d e c l a r e d purpose was "to show 
I t was these p o s i t i o n s which S e l l a r s and Yeatman s a t i r i s e d i n 
1930, whose book enjoyed nine r e p r i n t s i n the l a s t q u a r t e r of 
t h a t y e a r alone. (W.C. S e l l a r s and R.J. Yeatman, 1066 and a l l 
t h a t , 1930). 
I n s p i r a t i o n of B e e s l y . 
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what a c t u a l l y happened" (wie es e i g e n t l i c h gewesen). Thus developed 
* 
an a w e - i n s p i r i n g t r a d i t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l s c h o l a r s h i p , under whose 
s p e l l a generation of h i s t o r i a n s f e l l , i n c l u d i n g , among e n g l i s h 
s c h o l a r s , Stubbs, Vinogradoff, Acton ("Ranke, my own master") Bury 
and Buckle, p o p u l a r i s e r (1857, 1861) of the b e l i e f t h a t s c i e n t i f i c 
method could be a p p l i e d to h i s t o r i c a l q u e s t i o n s and t h a t the 
p r i n c i p a l determinant of h i s t o r y was the p r o g r e s s i v e m o r a l - e t h i c a l 
development of european man.^ 
Acton's l i f e ' s - w o r k was to t r a n s l a t e to an e n g l i s h academic 
s e t t i n g the c o n t i n e n t a l s c i e n t i f i c - h i s t o r i c a l method. For t h i s 
17 
purpose he founded the E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review i n 1886. His 
Cambridge s u c c e s s o r , Bury, r e v e a l e d h i m s e l f " c a r r i e d away by the 
dangerous d o c t r i n e of development i n h i s t o r y , and the 
i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e achievements of r e s e a r c h " , i n s i s t i n g not only t h a t 
" h i s t o r y i s a s c i e n c e , no l e s s and no more", but t h a t i t represented 
a developmental continuum. T h i s was i t s " g r e a t transforming 
conception". A genuine h i s t o r i c a l understanding "could not be 
formed ... u n t i l men had grasped the idea of human development". 
Thus, v i a a " c o m p r e h e n s i v e " s c i e n t i f i c study of " a l l r e c o r d s " , 
"microscopic r e s e a r c h " c a r r i e d on by "armies of t o i l i n g students", 
people could view the p a s t i n a dry l i g h t " i n order t h a t t h e i r 
i n f l u e n c e on the p r e s e n t and f u t u r e may be e x e r t e d i n r i g h t 
d i r e c t i o n s " . C l e a r l y , h i s t o r i c a l s c i e n t i s m was a s s o c i a t e d by Bury a t 
l e a s t w i t h m o r a l - e t h i c a l and developmental p e r s p e c t i v e s . Moreover, 
developmental p a t t e r n s were seen as i n s e p a r a b l e from the achievement 
18 
of n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s . 
Those arguments, r e i n f o r c e d i n The i d e a of p r o g r e s s (1920) 
e x e r t e d profound i n f l u e n c e upon the t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s . 
Much of Bury's t h i n k i n g may be seen i n K eatinge's i n f l u e n t i a l 
handbook f o r t e a c h e r s (1910) and the w i d e l y - d i s c u s s e d a r t i c l e s of 
Happold (1928-32) advocating c l o s e s c r u t i n y of h i s t o r i c a l sources i n 
the classroom and f o r examination purposes. Here l a y the p o s s i b l e 
r o o t s of the New H i s t o r y of today, whose d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t s upon the 
19 
world h i s t o r y movement w i l l be considered l a t e r . 
That s c i e n t i s m became common gospel i n B r i t a i n no l e s s than i n 
20 
Europe i s abundantly c l e a r from the pages of H i s t o r y . That i t 
* Ranke h i m s e l f produced 70 volumes. 
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induced a narrowing of p e r s p e c t i v e s , a c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon n a t i o n a l 
or a t b e s t c l a s s i c a l t r a d i t i o n s , and a n e g l e c t of the world beyond 
the european peoples i s e q u a l l y e v i d e n t . The problem was epitomised 
by Bury's dictum: "Who s t u d i e s n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y should study the 
whole h i s t o r y of h i s f o r e f a t h e r s and not merely chosen p a r t s " . 
S c i e n t i s m demanded study of the minutiae of h i s t o r y ; c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
upon h i s t o r i c a l documents; t e a s i n g out of developmental p a t t e r n s ; and 
drawing of m o r a l - e t h i c a l i n f e r e n c e s . But a l l the minutiae of a l l 
h i s t o r y could not f e a s i b l y be t a c k l e d : the f i e l d had to be narrowed. 
Choice was then d i c t a t e d both by p r a c t i c a l i t y and by moral and 
h i s t o r i c a l assumptions. The documents most r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e f o r 
study, and most e a s i l y s t u d i e d , were i n the v e r n a c u l a r or c l a s s i c a l 
languages; and because the grand p a t t e r n of h i s t o r i c a l development 
appeared to culminate i n the moral and e f f e c t i v e supremacy of Europe, 
they were a l s o those most worthy of study. Thus, f o r i n s t a n c e , the 
overwhelming c o n c e n t r a t i o n between 1936 and 1945 upon german h i s t o r y 
i n the H i s t o r i s c h e Z e i t s c h r i f t , the p r i n c i p a l organ of s c i e n t i s m , was 
not a t t r i b u t a b l e s o l e l y to n a z i c o n t r o l . From the beginning, german 
s c i e n t i s m had concentrated almost e x c l u s i v e l y upon Germany, then upon 
Europe. The Nazi e d i t o r was c o r r e c t i n h i s a s s e r t i o n (1936) t h a t i t s 
e v o l u t i o n had c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y m irrored "the i n n e r course of our 
21 
n a t i o n ' s growth, as w e l l as i t s s p i r i t u a l l i f e " . 
I t would be i n c o r r e c t to accuse e i t h e r Ranke or Acton of 
narrowness of v i s i o n . Both agreed w i t h Hegel t h a t s c h o l a r s must 
s t r i v e to understand connections and c o n t i n u i t i e s a c r o s s the whole 
h i s t o r i c a l panorama. Ranke, moreover, denied any a p r i o r i p a t t e r n s i n 
22 
h i s t o r y , i t s events determined by f a u l e E x i s t e n z . Nonetheless, 
Acton d e f i n e d modern h i s t o r y e s s e n t i a l l y i n e u r o c e n t r i c concepts and 
epochal p e r s p e c t i v e s , i t s prophets Columbus, M a c h i a v e l l i , Erasmus, 
Luther and Copernicus. His p u b l i s h e d l e c t u r e s (1906) contained two 
o n e - l i n e r e f e r e n c e s to China, both i n the context of european 
p e n e t r a t i o n , w h i l s t both A f r i c a and I n d i a were mentioned s o l e l y i n 
r e l a t i o n to P o r t u g a l . S i m i l a r l y , Ranke's Weltgeschichte saw the world 
i n european terms, and was e s s e n t i a l l y based upon a s y n t h e s i s of 
e a r l i e r h i s t o r i e s of the european peoples. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , then, 
And i t would be absurd to imply any a f f i n i t y between the g r e a t 
' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r i a n s and Nazism. 
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the i n f l u e n t i a l I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee of H i s t o r i c a l S c i e n c e s was 
from i t s i n c e p t i o n i n 1900 e u r o c e n t r i s t i n i n t e r e s t , l o c a t i o n and 
23 
p e r s o n n e l . 
Another, more i n s i d i o u s consequence of ' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y 
should be noted, however. The feeding, i f not of n a t i o n a l i s t i c 
f r e n z i e s , a t l e a s t of assumptions of n a t i o n a l worth and s u p e r i o r i t y , 
by the mis-use of the d r i v i n g f o r c e s of s c i e n t i s m , namely the 
developmental view of h i s t o r y and the use of h i s t o r y to e s t a b l i s h 
moral l e s s o n s f o r f u t u r e guidance, i s e v i d e n t throughout t h i s t h e s i s . 
S t e r n (1970) has remarked t h a t the developmental, m o r a l - e t h i c a l l i n e 
a t t r a c t e d s c h o l a r s who wished to become " b e t t e r p a r t i s a n s " . I t was 
no c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t "the n a t i o n a l s t a t e welcomed and promoted the 
work of h i s t o r i a n s " . Nor i s such unease only a r e c e n t phenomenon. I n 
1926, Morison, p r o f e s s o r of h i s t o r y a t Durham, a t t a c k e d " h i s t o r i a n s 
of repute p e r v e r t i n g h i s t o r i c f a c t f o r p r a c t i c a l purposes of the 
meaner s o r t " , and i n s i s t e d t h a t "The danger to h i s t o r i c t r u t h today 
... comes from the misreading of documents and 'sources', by men and 
women d e f e c t i v e i n humanity, imagination and g e n e r a l 
24 
understanding". 
C r i t i c i s m of p a r t i s a n and narrow a t t i t u d e s i n school h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g was being expressed i n B r i t a i n , Europe and the USA before 
25 
the g r e a t war. I n t h a t war, the standards of h i s t o r i c a l v e r a c i t y 
were f r e q u e n t l y debased, and " h i s t o r i a n s o f t e n l e d the chorus o f 
n a t i o n a l h a t r e d s " . The war i t s e l f r a i s e d doubt as to the s t a b i l i t y 
and s u p e r i o r i t y of western c i v i l i s a t i o n , and b l u r r e d the image of an 
o c c i d e n t a l l y - i n s p i r e d milienium which h i s t o r i a n s had broadcast during 
the p r e v i o u s 50 y e a r s . S o c i a l , economic and domestic p o l i t i c a l 
problems, f e a r s of c l a s s w arfare and the apparent i n c i p i e n t breakdown 
of the s o c i a l f a b r i c i n european c o u n t r i e s , accentuated the mood of . . 26 peasimism. 
I r o n i c a l l y then, whereas vigorous optimism, consequent upon 
western, e s p e c i a l l y b r i t i s h , world dominance, had helped induce 
emphasis on n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , d i p l o m a t i c and 
m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y , post-war pessimism l e d t o doubts concerning t h a t 
n a t i o n a l emphasis, w i t h a groping towards wider p e r s p e c t i v e s and more 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t aims. H i s t o r i c a l educators began more s t r o n g l y t o 
c r i t i c i s e n a t i o n a l - p a t r i o t i c h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g and to demand education 
f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding. Hasluck f o r i n s t a n c e (1920) observed 
t h a t many t e a c h e r s now r e a l i s e d "how remarkably ignorant" of r e c e n t 
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world h i s t o r y , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t of Japan, they had kept s e n i o r p u p i l s , 
w h i l s t S t a r r (1929) v i t u p e r a t e d the misuse of h i s t o r y to promote 
c u l t u r a l assumptions, to g l o r i f y i m p e r i a l i s m and m i l i t a r i s m , to 
27 
pantheonise m i l i t a r y and n a v a l f i g u r e s , and to arouse xenophobia. 
Such authors helped p r e s s u r i s e b r i t i s h t e a c h e r s towards 
acceptance of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to t e a c h more than b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y , and to c o n s i d e r the a d v i s a b i l i t y of i n t r o d u c i n g a t l e a s t 
european m a t e r i a l i n tandem. Of i n f l u e n c e i n t h a t r e s p e c t a f t e r 1918 
was the League of Nations Union, among whose aims was to promote 
a t t i t u d e s of g o o d w i l l , j u s t i c e and mutual understanding. By 1931 i t 
had 406,868 members, 2962 branches, 1293 j u n i o r branches and 3610 
corporate members. I t p r e s s e d f o r h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s to i n c l u d e 
' i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' matter, p l a y down n a t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p e s , and p r e s e n t 
b r i t i s h h i s t o r y i n w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e . The growing number of school 
branches might be taken as an i n d i c a t i o n of some s u c c e s s i n t h a t 
regard, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n London, as might the Board of Education's 
i n c l u s i o n of a 23-page appendix on the league i n i t s 1927 and 1937 
Handbook f o r t e a c h e r s . The LNU was a l s o s t r o n g l y supported by 
t e a c h e r s ' unions, who w i t h i t j o i n t l y (1927) urged s c h o o l s to promote 
education f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding, and (1935) organised a 
major conference i n which the use of h i s t o r y to promote i d e a s of 
28 
world c i t i z e n s h i p and of i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding was demanded. 
The work of the LNU towards r e d u c t i o n of n a t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p i n g 
i n school h i s t o r y r e f l e c t e d the League's famous Casare*s R e s o l u t i o n , 
1925, t h a t r a c i a l l y or n a t i o n a l l y i n c i t i n g passages should be e x c i s e d 
from textbooks. Scandinavian c o u n t r i e s took such s t e p s during the 
next decade, and 31 o t h e r s gave a s s u r a n c e s t h a t the r e s o l u t i o n would 
be implemented. ( B r i t a i n and s i x o t h e r s were unable to do s o ) . 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l and academic underpinning f o r the work, and of 
attempts to secure i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c h o l a s t i c support f o r broader 
c u r r i c u l a r s t r a t e g i e s , emanated from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of 
* 
I n t e l l e c t u a l Cooperation, s e t up by the League i n 1925 under the 
chairmanship of the f r e n c h p h i l o s o p h e r Bergson. The b r i t i s h 
* 
Though i t s o r i g i n s went back to the C e n t r a l O f f i c e of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i s a t i o n s (1907) the Union of I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n s (1910) the B r u s s e l s 'world museum' of the U.I.A. 
(1920) and the U . I . A . - i n s p i r e d I n t e r n a t i o n a l Committee on 
I n t e l l e c t u a l Cooperation (1921). Members of the I . C . I . C . 
i n c l u d e d Mme C u r i e and E i n s t e i n . 
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c l a s s i c i s t G i l b e r t Murray was chairman a f t e r Bergson (1928). He had 
co-founded the LNU, was i t s chairman a f t e r 1923, had helped d r a f t the 
covenant of the League of Nations and was a delegate to the assembly. 
One of h i s major books was a study of S t o i c i s m . 
Those were not, however, the only bodies i n f l u e n c i n g the 
r e s u r r e c t i o n of more ecumenical views on the study and t e a c h i n g of 
h i s t o r y . The World F e d e r a t i o n of E d u c a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n s c a l l e d f o r 
' h i s t o r y of world c i v i l i s a t i o n ' c ourses e q u a l l y s t r e s s i n g the 
c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s of a l l peoples, and of which world understanding 
should be a primary o b j e c t i v e . Marvin's 'Unity H i s t o r y ' group 
advocated t h a t c h i l d r e n be taught about the development of a common 
world c i v i l i s a t i o n and a s p i r a t i o n s , and promoted i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
29 
conferences on r e l a t e d themes. 
Of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t was (and i s ) the New E d u c a t i o n a l 
F e l l o w s h i p , which " i n s i s t e d a l l along upon the need f o r a world 
outlook", and whose o r i g i n s i n consequence m e r i t some a t t e n t i o n . I n 
1875, the Theosophical S o c i e t y was e s t a b l i s h e d i n the USA, to promote 
u n i v e r s a l brotherhood through the study of comparative r e l i g i o n and 
philosophy. I t l a t e r fragmented. I n 1915, a new s o c i e t y was 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n B r i t a i n by, among o t h e r s , B e a t r i c e Ensor, a former 
HMI, "to form the nucleus of a U n i v e r s a l Brotherhood of humanity 
without d i s t i n c t i o n " . I n 1920, a j o u r n a l was launched, Education f o r 
* 
the New E r a , which aimed "to b r i n g freedom and t o l e r a n c e and 
understanding i n t o a l l r e l a t i o n s between one n a t i o n and another" and 
to develop "a more t r u e p a t r i o t i s m which w h i l e g i v i n g love to the 
Motherland y e t i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n e x p r e s s i o n " . S i m i l a r j o u r n a l s were 
founded i n other european c o u n t r i e s . I n 1921, the New E d u c a t i o n a l 
F e l l o w s h i p was e s t a b l i s h e d , w i t h the o b j e c t i v e of t r a n s l a t i n g the New 
E r a ' s and Theosophical S o c i e t y ' s aims i n t o school and c o l l e g e 
c u r r i c u l a . Branches sprang up i n most c o u n t r i e s of the world. From 
the s t a r t , c l o s e l i n k s were e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h the LNU, and the 
E l s i n o r e conference (1929) e s t a b l i s h e d a 1 6 - n a t i o n a l i t y commission on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding which subsequently c a l l e d f o r r e s e a r c h 
i n t o c h i l d r e n ' s e t h n i c and n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s . That s u b j e c t was 
considered during the 1931 conference. The f o l l o w i n g year, 
education's r o l e i n p r e s e r v i n g harmonious world a t t i t u d e s was 
s t u d i e d . At t h a t conference, speakers from A s i a , e s p e c i a l l y China, 
* L a t e r The New E r a i n Home and School: now The New E r a . 
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"shocked the audience i n t o r e a l i z i n g how l i t t l e Westerners understand 
of ... E a s t e r n l a n d s " . That may have been a f a c t o r i n a t t r a c t i n g 300 
to a conference (1935) on japanese c u l t u r e and education. F u r t h e r 
' i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding' emphasis emanated from the 1936 
conference, during which the c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l importance of 
China and i t s p e r s i s t e n t i n f l u e n c e upon western t e c h n o l o g i e s were 
30* 
s h a r p l y h i g h l i g h t e d . 
Even bodies such as the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n and the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l H i s t o r i c a l Congress advocated l e s s narrow h i s t o r i c a l 
c u r r i c u l u m content, d e s p i t e t h e i r tendency towards eurocentrism. I n 
1932, the HA, i n r e p l y to an IHC memorandum i n c l u d i n g r e f e r e n c e to 
' l ' h i s t o i r e u n i v e r s e l l e ' , urged t e a c h i n g the h i s t o r y of c i v i l i s a t i o n 
and the maintenance of a balanced p e r s p e c t i v e between n a t i o n a l and 
u n i v e r s a l , and welcomed world h i s t o r y " e i t h e r as a s e p a r a t e s u b j e c t 
or by r e l a t i n g the study of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y to world movements". The 
IHC, noted the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , was m a n i f e s t i n g "a d e s i r e t h a t 
i s becoming almost u n i v e r s a l to see the t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y become an 
a i d to i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding". 1936 saw the f i r s t mention i n 
H i s t o r y of a s p e c i f i c HA recommendation f o r text-book r e v i s i o n ; "with 
31 
a view to the promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding". 
H a l f a century l a t e r , i t i s not easy to e l i c i t and q u a n t i f y the 
p r a c t i c a l response to these v a r i e d e x h o r t a t i o n s i n b r i t i s h school 
c u r r i c u l a , but fragmentary evidence s u r v i v e s of l i m i t e d developments 
i n the 1920s and 1930s. A 1929 study, f o r i n s t a n c e , showed 10% of 
a u t h o r i t i e s r e q u i r i n g s c h o o l s to t e a c h about the League and 40% 
recommending i t , and recorded "encouraging t r e n d s " towards world 
h i s t o r y i n some s c h o o l s , w h i l s t of 150 schools surveyed i n 1931, 
though l i t t l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l emphasis was found i n p r a c t i c e , most 
head-teachers favoured the development of such p e r s p e c t i v e s a c r o s s 
the humanities, e s p e c i a l l y i n h i s t o r y l e s s o n s . By 1939, as Smith's 
important r e s e a r c h (1966) has shown, though pro g r e s s was h a l t i n g , 
t h e r e was "a body of p r o f e s s i o n a l opinion i n Great B r i t a i n i n favour 
of education f o r world c i t i z e n s h i p " . E l l i o t t (1975) has concurred, 
Mrs Ensor remained prominent i n the NEF/WEF u n t i l her death i n 
Nov. 1974. Wyatt Rawson, co-author of the quoted m a t e r i a l , was 
connected w i t h NEF from the s t a r t , was a s s i s t a n t d i r e c t o r then 
d i r e c t o r , 1929-37, and helped found Dartington H a l l School. He 
d i e d i n 1980. 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y as regards the LNU, which had for c e d some h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r s to r e a p p r a i s e t h e i r t e a c h i n g p h i l o s o p h i e s , drawn t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n to textbook d e f i c i e n c i e s , and "helped to e f f e c t an 
expansion of h i s t o r i c a l a t t i t u d e s . . . f i r s t l y beyond b r i t i s h and 
32 
l a t e r beyond simply european h i s t o r y " . 
Other i n f l u e n c e s between the wars cent r e d around p a r t i c u l a r 
i n d i v i d u a l s , prominent among whom were Spengler,Toynbee and Wells, 
the i d e a s of a l l t h r e e coloured by war. 
Spengler's world-view was a n t i c i p a t e d by such as Temple (1690) 
V i c o (1725) and Pareto (1902) who had r e d e f i n e d p o l i t i c a l p a t t e r n s i n 
c y c l i c a l terms, t h e i r c a u s a t i o n the r i s e , f a l l and a l t e r n a t i o n of 
r u l i n g e l i t e s . But i n Spengler c y c l i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s were 
expressed w i t h unique pessimism. C l e a r l y i n f l u e n c e d by Hegel's b e l i e f 
i n the immanence of h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n ; N i e t z s c h e ' s view of a 
meaningless human e x i s t e n c e , a v a s t drama of ' e t e r n a l r e c u r r e n c e ' ; 
s o c i a l d a r w i n i s t i c concepts of the i r r a t i o n a l b r u t e w i l l of the 
mighty; and a profound p e r s o n a l c o n v i c t i o n of western c i v i l i s a t i o n ' s 
death-agony, Spengler (1918-22, 1921, 1933) d e s c r i b e d and p r e d i c t e d 
world h i s t o r y i n bleak terms f o r the West. Man was a be a s t of prey: 
t h e r e was no common humanity. A people's f u t u r e was decided by i t s 
f o r c e - r e l a t i o n s h i p s . H i s t o r y was thus empty of purpose and meaning, 
i t s only p a t t e r n the 'morphology of c u l t u r e s ' , from o b l i v i o n i n t o 
o b l i v i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , c u l t u r e s had come to completion, and 
u l t i m a t e l y s a t i a t i o n , i n urban growth. The West was t h e r e f o r e 
" m e t a p h y s i c a l l y exhausted", on the verge of c o l l a p s e , and A s i a was 
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"today the most important c o n t i n e n t i n world p o l i c y " . 
As w i t h a l l p h i l o s o p h i e s , the i n f l u e n c e of Spenglerism cannot be 
a s s e s s e d w i t h c e r t a i n t y . I t i s l i k e l y , however, t h a t such 
c r y p t o - b i o l o g i c a l determinism, p o r t r a y i n g c u l t u r a l morphology on a 
world-wide stage, had e f f e c t s , p a r a d o x i c a l l y , not only on n a z i 
t h e o r i e s of the organic n a t i o n - s t a t e , but a l s o i n undermining the 
complacent developmental i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of s c i e n t i s m , shaking 
western confidence i n unchall e n g e a b l e s u p e r i o r i t y , and b r i n g i n g to 
popular a t t e n t i o n the e x i s t e n c e and equal importance of other 
c u l t u r e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n A s i a . 
Spengler i d e n t i f i e d e i g h t major h i s t o r i c a l c u l t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g 
the Chinese. I n t h a t g l o b a l view Europe was only a " l i t t l e 
p a r t - w o r l d " . Nonetheless, european h i s t o r i a n s has been " i n c r e d i b l y 
j e j u n e " , r egarding . Europe as a unique patch. R e s u l t i n g from t h e i r 
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"preposterous" l i n e a r p e r s p e c t i v e , never p r o p e r l y c r i t i c i s e d , " g r e a t 
h i s t o r i e s of m i l l e n n i a l d u r a t i o n and mighty far-away C u l t u r e s are 
made to r e v o l v e around t h i s pole i n a l l modesty ... a q u a i n t l y 
conceived system of sun and p l a n e t s ! " From t h a t , a l l events of world 
h i s t o r y were r e l a t i v e l y judged. But i t was " i n our own west-european 
c o n c e i t alone t h a t t h i s phantom 'world-history' i s a c t e d out". I n 
o p p o s i t i o n to such 'ptolemaic' eurocentrism, a 'copernican' 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was advanced by Spengler, " i n t h a t i t admits no s o r t 
of p r i v i l e g e d p o s i t i o n to the c l a s s i c a l or the western c u l t u r e as 
a g a i n s t the c u l t u r e s of I n d i a , Babylon, China, Egypt, the Arabs, 
Mexico - separate worlds of dynamic being which ... count f o r j u s t as 
much i n the g e n e r a l p i c t u r e of h i s t o r y as the c l a s s i c a l , w hile 
f r e q u e n t l y s u r p a s s i n g i t i n p o i n t of s p i r i t u a l g r e a t n e s s and s o a r i n g 
„ 34 power . 
C y c l i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n of world h i s t o r y was c a r r i e d forward i n 
Spranger's argument t h a t the c y c l e should be seen not i n s p e n g l e r i a n 
s t a t e - p o l i t i c s i d e a s but i n terms of c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y . 
Contemporaneously, the Chinese philosopher L i a n g Shu'ming's 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l view assumed the d e c l i n e of western c i v i l i s a t i o n and 
i t s replacement by those of China and I n d i a . I n England, the 
p r i n c i p a l exponent of c y c l i c a l theory was Arnold Toynbee. The source 
of h i s i n s p i r a t i o n i s not c l e a r , but i n c o r p o r a t i n g as i t d i d b e l i e f 
i n an u l t i m a t e r e l i g i o u s s y m b i o s i s , a f u s i o n of the t r u t h s of e a s t e r n 
35 
and western t r a d i t i o n s , L i a n g ' s i n f l u e n c e may be suspected. 
* 
I n h i s monumental multi-volume Study of H i s t o r y (1933-1961), 
seen by Kohn (1963) as "the f i r s t major work abandoning a 
western-centred view i n accordance w i t h the f i r s t g l o b a l e r a of 
h i s t o r y " , Toynbee i d e n t i f i e d over 20 c i v i l i s a t i o n s from h i s t o r y (and 
650 p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t i e s ) . One major s u r v i v o r was the s i n i c , 
" c h r y s a l i s of the p r e s e n t f a r e a s t e r n s o c i e t y " . U n l i k e Spengler, 
however, who s t r e s s e d the theory of c h a l l e n g e to e x p l a i n the 
i r r a t i o n a l morphology of c i v i l i s a t i o n s , Toynbee developed more 
The f i r s t 10 volumes t o t a l l e d 6290 pp., t h r e e m i l l i o n words. The 
332-page index contained 19,000 r e f e r e n c e s . I t s massive 
documentation c a l l s i n t o q u e s t i o n the c r i t i c i s m s of such as 
Thomson (Aims of h i s t o r y , 1 9 6 9 , 241) and Geyl (Debates w i t h 
h i s t o r i a n s , 1955, 91-129). 
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complex arguments based on assumptions of the repeated 
coming-together of men i n common human-ness. F i r s t , by the law of 
'challenge and response', a l l c i v i l i s a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g the ' s i n i c ' 
rose and s u r v i v e d to the e x t e n t t h a t they responded to some e x t e r n a l 
c h a l l e n g e . Second, by the law of 'withdrawal and r e t u r n ' , when a 
c i v i l i s a t i o n ' s c r e a t i v e energy d i e d a s t a t e of d i s u n i t y ensued, 
followed by the i n s t i t u t i o n by f o r c e of a powerful c e n t r a l i s e d s t a t e . 
T h i s s t a t e i n c l u d e d an ' i n t e r n a l p r o l e t a r i a t ' , who e s t a b l i s h e d a new 
r e l i g i o n , and an ' e x t e r n a l p r o l e t a r i a t ' , who e v e n t u a l l y f o r c e d 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . T h i r d by the law of ' c o n t i n u i t y of r e l i g i o n ' , a 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s u r v i v e d to the e x t e n t t h a t i t s r e l i g i o n s continued. The 
laws of 'withdrawal and r e t u r n ' and of ' c o n t i n u i t y of r e l i g i o n s ' 
could be c l e a r l y seen i n the h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s both of 
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h e l l e n i s t i c - r o m a n and of s i n i c s o c i e t y . 
To those h i s t o r i c a l laws, i n which Chinese h i s t o r y was 
prominent, Toynbee added a p r o p h e t i c law, the i n e v i t a b i l i t y of world 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . C i v i l i s a t i o n s could no longer l i v e i n mutual ignorance 
because of t h e i r p r o x i m i t y through technology. F u s i o n would be 
o b s t r u c t e d by c o l l e c t i v i s m and n a t i o n a l i s m , but they would be 
overwhelmed by C h r i s t i a n i t y ' s a s s e r t i o n of the i n d i v i d u a l over the 
c o l l e c t i v e . A subsequent symbiosis would emerge from the b e s t of the 
world's g r e a t r e l i g i o n s and from t h a t would a r i s e the new world 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . Moreover, t h a t h i s t o r i c a l f u t u r e represented d i v i n e 
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purpose. 
I t i s no l e s s d i f f i c u l t than w i t h Spengler to a s s e s s Toynbee's 
impact on the study and t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y , though h i s l e a d i n g 
p o s i t i o n s from 1925 to 1955 a t the Royal I n s t i t u t e of I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
A f f a i r s and a t London U n i v e r s i t y might suggest an i n f l u e n t i a l 
propagandist r o l e f o r w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s . McNeill (1970) has 
been i n no doubt as to the importance both of Toynbee and of Spengler 
i n t h e i r acceptance of non-western c i v i l i s a t i o n s as equal i n 
p r i n c i p l e w i t h western, s i n c e according to t h e i r c y c l i c a l 
38 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a l l were l i a b l e to r i s e and to f a l l . C e r t a i n l y , 
t e a c h e r s reading Toynbee cannot have avoided t h r e e c l e a r i n f e r e n c e s . 
F i r s t , t h a t e n g l i s h h i s t o r y could not be s t u d i e d separate from 
movements i n v o l v i n g o t h e r peoples, s i n c e "the f o r c e s i n a c t i o n are 
not n a t i o n a l but proceed from wider causes". Second, t h a t although 
western c i v i l i s a t i o n was c u r r e n t l y dominant, t h a t could not be seen 
as h i s t o r y ' s apogee, or as j u s t i f y i n g the almost e x c l u s i v e study of 
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the development of such ascendancy. On the c o n t r a r y , there was an 
i m p l i c i t n e c e s s i t y to study the non-european world per se. T h i r d , 
h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s must i n c l u d e the h i s t o r y of r e l i g i o n and 
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philosophy and t h e i r v a r i o u s c u l t u r a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . 
Also i n f l u e n t i a l between the wars was W e l l s , regarded by some as 
having done more than any other person to c r y s t a l l i z e world h i s t o r y 
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i n t o a manageable concept f o r school h i s t o r y textbooks. His O u t l i n e 
of h i s t o r y (1920) and Short h i s t o r y of the world (1928) attempted 
h i s t o r i c a l n a r r a t i v e s f r e e of the n a t i o n a l h u b r i s then rampant i n 
textbooks. Of the former, Wells claimed t h a t i t was " u r g e n t l y 
nece s s a r y " and was " w r i t t e n to h e l p oust such t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y as 
one s t i l l f i n d s going on i n England - the h i s t o r y of England from 
1066 to the death of Queen Anne ... without r e f e r e n c e to any remoter 
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p a s t or to the p r e s e n t or to any e x t e r i o r world". I n other 
p u b l i c a t i o n s he argued t h a t c h i l d r e n must be introduced to the 
cont i n u i n g s o c i a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l achievement of the world and t h a t 
l a c k of p e r s p e c t i v e s ranging beyond merely n a t i o n a l understanding 
would i n e v i t a b l y h e l p perpetuate c u r r e n t i n t e r n a t i o n a l s u s p i c i o n . 
Important i n t h a t regard was h i s handbook f o r t e a c h e r s (1921) which 
r e i t e r a t e d h i s pedagogical purpose - " u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y as an 
e d u c a t i o n a l framework ... something t h a t may be made the b a s i s of a 
common understanding and sympathy f o r a l l mankind" - and s t r o n g l y 
urged s c h o o l t e a c h e r s t h a t t h e i r purpose must be, not n a t i o n a l 
n a r r a t i v e , but "to take ( c h i l d r e n ) out of themselves ... to make them 
r e a l i s e themselves as a c t o r s ... i n a g r e a t drama which ... opens out 
to i s s u e s f a r t r a n s c e n d i n g any p e r s o n a l ends i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t and 
importance ... (and t h a t ) the sphere of human i n t e r e s t 
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comprehends the whole world". 
Again, i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to q u a n t i f y W e l l s ' impact upon s c h o o l s . 
The books were c e r t a i n l y b e s t - s e l l e r s . Within a y e a r , the O u t l i n e had 
s o l d over 200,000 c o p i e s i n s e v e r a l languages. I t was subsequently 
commended by Jacob (1923) as "a r e a l step forward i n the popular 
t e a c h i n g of (world) h i s t o r y " . I n the same i s s u e of H i s t o r y , however, 
a t e a c h e r r e j e c t e d the book f o r school use, and no f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s 
to Wells' work have been t r a c e d i n t h a t j o u r n a l . Moreover, the 
'world' content of W e l l s ' w r i t i n g should not be exaggerated. The bulk 
of the O u t l i n e comprised the deeds of european peoples, and h i s 
v i s i o n of a p e r f e c t world appears to have been "one i n which european 
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i n s t i t u t i o n s and western l i b e r a l i d e a s had been u n i v e r s a l i z e d " . 
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I n f l u e n c e was a l s o e x e r t e d i n the immediate post-war y e a r s by 
the d i s t i n g u i s h e d j u r i s t Bryce, whose i n t e r e s t s and p u b l i c a t i o n s 
ranged world-wide. His Oxford R a l e i g h l e c t u r e (1919) epitomised the 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s of h i s c l o s i n g y e a r s . For the f i r s t time 
i n h i s t o r y , and demonstrated by the war, the world's peoples had 
become "one whole ... each and every p a r t of which i s a f f e c t e d by the 
fortunes of every o t h e r p a r t " . For the f i r s t time, then, "the H i s t o r y 
of the World i n the f u l l sense of the word can be w r i t t e n " . I t should 
be approached as "the Biography of Mankind", s i n c e "tendencies 
i n h e r e n t i n man's nature are potent everywhere, i r r e s p e c t i v e of Time 
as w e l l as of Space". Bryce then devoted 11 pages of h i s p u b l i s h e d 
l e c t u r e to advocacy f o r world h i s t o r y , "an account of the p r o c e s s and 
the f o r c e s whereby r a c e s , t r i b e s , n a t i o n s and s t a t e s have been ... 
drawn together i n t o one community": r a d i c a l words i n the Oxford of 
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Vmogradoff and F i r t h . 
A s i g n i f i c a n t i f more narrowly i n f l u e n t i a l l e a d was a l s o given 
between the wars by the p h i l o s o p h e r R u s s e l l , whose Education and the 
s o c i a l order (1932) s t r o n g l y advocated world h i s t o r y , emphasised the 
need f o r a sense of the s o l i d a r i t y of humanity, a t t a c k e d j i n g o i s t i c 
t e a c h i n g , and demanded t h a t the League w r i t e a l l h i s t o r y text-books. 
H i s t o r y should be g l o b a l r a t h e r than n a t i o n a l , and should emphasise 
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"matters of c u l t u r a l importance". 
Some i n f l u e n c e may a l s o be a s c r i b e d to s o c i a l anthropology. 
Benedict, f o r i n s t a n c e , i n s i s t e d (1935) t h a t , s i n c e p o s s i b l e human 
i n s t i t u t i o n s on every plane of c u l t u r a l s i m p l i c i t y or complexity were 
l e g i o n , "wisdom c o n s i s t s i n g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d t o l e r a n c e towards t h e i r 
d i v e r g e n c i e s " . A man should "grant to o t h e r c u l t u r e s the same 
s i g n i f i c a n c e which he r e c o g n i s e s i n h i s own". Moreover, although 
observers narrow i n c u l t u r a l sympathy could see b i z a r r e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s only i n a l i e n c u l t u r e s , not t h e i r own, there was "no 
reason to suppose t h a t any one c u l t u r e has s e i z e d upon an e t e r n a l 
s a n i t y ... our only s c i e n t i f i c course i s to c o n s i d e r our own 
c u l t u r e ... as one example among innumerable o t h e r s of the v a r i a n t 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s of human c u l t u r e " . We were "handicapped i n d e a l i n g 
w i t h human s o c i e t y so long as we i d e n t i f y our l o c a l n o r m a l i t i e s w i t h 
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the i n e v i t a b l e n e c e s s i t i e s of e x i s t e n c e " . 
I n a d d i t i o n , more ecumenical f o r e i g n views may have f i l t e r e d 
through to b r i t i s h t e a c h e r s . I n France, a reform movement under 
L a v i s s e and Seignobos c a l l e d f o r g e n e r a l h i s t o r y , human s o c i e t i e s 
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s t u d i e d i n common i n order t o render more i n t e l l i g i b l e the study of 
s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i e s . I n the USA, there was a more c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d 
movement towards teaching h i s t o r y f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding. 
I n 1937, f o r instance, the N a t i o n a l Society f o r the Study o f 
Education devoted i t s Yearbook (35 Chapters) t o education f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding i n school and college c u r r i c u l a , i n which 
one w r i t e r i n s i s t e d t h a t "the slow m i l l e n n i a t h a t b u i l t up Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " must be s t u d i e d , since l e a r n i n g about i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s "must include a study of the nations concerned, of t h e i r 
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c h i e f i n t e r e s t s and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s as revealed i n t h e i r h i s t o r y " . 
More immediate i n f l u e n c e s towards world h i s t o r y also need t o be 
considered. One was the BBC. Schools broadcasting began i n 1924 and 
9121 schools were using r a d i o by 1939. H i s t o r y was an important 
component. Rhoda Power was an e a r l y f o r c e , and though her f i r s t 
three s e r i e s were e x c l u s i v e l y anglo-european i n content, her work 
changed p e r c e p t i b l y a f t e r 1930. World h i s t o r y (1931) looked mainly 
at b r i t i s h , i m p e r i a l and european a f f a i r s , but also gave l i m i t e d 
a t t e n t i o n t o the extra-european world. I n a d d i t i o n , E i l e e n Power's 
World h i s t o r y was broadcast f o r upper j u n i o r classes from 1933. By 
1938, 3739 schools were l i s t e n i n g t o t o p i c s ranging from Columbus and 
Cook t o A f r i c a , Perry and the Oregon t r a i l , though no Chinese 
m a t e r i a l was included. Another i n f l u e n t i a l broadcaster was 
Kin g - H a l l , who from 1931 ran Tracing h i s t o r y backwards, a c u r r e n t 
a f f a i r s s e r i e s o f f e r i n g occasional wider-world glimpses; and, from 
1936, H i s t o r y i n the making, contemporary events ranging from the 
b r i t i s h empire t o South A f r i c a , P a l e s t i n e , and the sino-japanese 
** 
problem. By 1938, 2296 schools followed the s e r i e s . E l l i o t t 
(1975) has c o r r e c t l y p i n - p o i n t e d the importance of the BBC i n 
spreading i n t e r e s t i n wor l d h i s t o r y and world a f f a i r s , p i oneering 
developments which few teachers had e i t h e r time or competence t o 
Who i n L e t t e r s t o H i l a r y , 1928, had advised c h i l d r e n t h a t "the 
ideas o f our western c i v i l i s a t i o n are not the only c i v i l i s a t i o n 
ideas i n the world ... I t i s j u s t as important t o f i n d out what 
the Chinese ... have done". (246,223) 
** 
But i n the same year a b r i t i s h h i s t o r y s e r i e s f o r the same 
age-range a t t r a c t e d 3531 schools. 
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Glimmerings of i n f l u e n c e from HMI have also been detected. One 
i n London advised (1924) t h a t "more a t t e n t i o n might be pai d t o the 
outstanding f i g u r e s i n other c o u n t r i e s who have i n f l u e n c e d the course 
of the world's h i s t o r y " ; another (possibly the same person) 
recommended (1928) a p u b l i c school whose syl l a b u s was e x c l u s i v e l y 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y t o introduce general h i s t o r y t o the f i r s t form; a 
t h i r d (1930) c r i t i c i s e d knowing about Richard I ' s r e i g n i n d e t a i l but 
being ignorant of "Mohammedanism"(sic) ; and a Lancashire inspector 
(1930) urged t h a t e n g l i s h h i s t o r y be compressed t o allow more 
lower-school world ( c l a s s i c a l ? ) h i s t o r y . The Board of Education and 
some l o c a l bodies exerted s i m i l a r l y developing i n f l u e n c e . Whereas 
the Board's 1927 Handbook urged t h a t c h i l d r e n should " l e a r n i n how 
many d i f f e r e n t ways the p a t r i o t has helped h i s country", by 1937 i t 
read " l e a r n i n how many d i f f e r e n t ways the great f i g u r e s of h i s t o r y 
have helped mankind"; and the Hadow primary r e p o r t (1931) recommended 
teaching " t h a t our c i v i l i s a t i o n i s the f r u i t o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f 
many peoples ... the common possession of mankind". Likewise, the 
LCC recommended (1911) "some n o t i o n of world h i s t o r y " ; and by 1939, 
though "the whole ... of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " must be covered, i t should 
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c o n t a i n "references t o Europe w i t h i n a world s e t t i n g " . 
A d d i t i o n a l b r i e f , though sometimes powerful, advocacy has been 
traced i n a range of other p u b l i c a t i o n s l i k e l y t o be read by 
teachers. I n 1920, Hasluck emphasised t h a t besides the h i s t o r y of 
t h e i r own community and the empire, c h i l d r e n must be taught "the 
st o r y o f the other peoples o f the world". H i s t o r y should a t t a c k 
" i n s u l a r p r e j u d i c e s " . Broadening syllabuses by i n t r o d u c i n g european 
m a t e r i a l i n t o e n g l i s h h i s t o r y lessons was " o b j e c t i o n a b l e " , 
p e r p e t u a t i n g "the o l d fashioned idea o f England being the only 
country whose h i s t o r y has been of r e a l importance i n the world". 
Older p u p i l s should be given a couple of lessons on U.S. h i s t o r y and 
"one lesson, perhaps two" on South America; and f o r younger c h i l d r e n 
there was "no reason why other p a r t s of the worl d should not supply 
t h e i r quota ... Those conversant w i t h japanese h i s t o r y may even f i n d 
a place f o r Toyotomi Hideyoshi and Saigo Takamori". I n 1921, 
* 
Though of 28 suggested t o p i c s , 14 were b r i t i s h , and China was 
excluded. 
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E i l e e n Power r e q u i r e d t h a t "the great aim of h i s t o r y teaching must be 
t o show mankind i t s common h e r i t a g e " . The c h i l d needed "a sense of 
community ... confined n e i t h e r t o class nor n a t i o n ... no c h i l d ought 
t o leave school w i t h o u t knowing something of the h i s t o r y o f the 
world". Two years l a t e r , Findlay suggested t h a t "To leave our 
c h i l d r e n as i g n o r a n t as t h e i r f a t h e r s were of the s t a t e o f Europe and 
Asia i s t o i n v i t e d i s a s t e r " ; a comprehensive survey of the whole of 
world h i s t o r y , both i n school and i n t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g courses, was 
needed. I n 1926, Scott argued t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l empathy and 
f r i e n d s h i p s could be promoted simply by s t i m u l a t i n g c h i l d r e n ' s 
imaginative and romantic i n t e r e s t i n other lands and other peoples. 
This i m p l i e d "not the narrow, n a t i o n a l n a r r a t i v e o f today, but r a t h e r 
h i s t o r y w r i t t e n and taught w i t h an outlook on the whole world. A l l 
through i t should run the c e n t r a l thread of the e v o l u t i o n of our 
common humanity". During the 1930s perhaps the most powerful 
i n f l u e n c e upon teachers was exercised by the Durham U n i v e r s i t y 
professor J e f f r e y s ' advocacy of ' l i n e of development' s o c i a l h i s t o r y 
approaches. Though the scheme was c l e a r l y developmental, J e f f r e y s 
i n s i s t e d (1936) t h a t there was "no need f o r us t o ignore the 
i n s u f f i c i e n c i e s of the t r a d i t i o n a l approach, b u r y i n g our heads i n 
L i t t l e A rthur's England"; and s t r o n g l y argued i t s p o t e n t i a l f o r 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l developments i n schools, as "perhaps the only method 
by which, w i t h o u t g r o s s l y overloading the syllabus we 
can ... ( e s t a b l i s h ) a t l e a s t a f o o t h o l d i n ancient c u l t u r e s and the 
more remote contemporary c u l t u r e s " . F l i c k e r i n g s o f broader 
a s p i r a t i o n s f o r h i s t o r y content were also displayed i n teachers' hand 
books by Dymond (1929) Drummond (1929) and Clarke (1929) . Even the 
t r a d i t i o n a l i s t Marten (1938) though s t r e s s i n g the cosy assurance of 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , confessed the need f o r f e a r f u l l y snatched "peeps 
i n t o the l a r g e r w o r l d " . ^ 
Regular c a l l s f o r the teaching of w o r l d h i s t o r y i n schools have 
also been t r a c e d i n j o u r n a l s l i k e l y t o be read by teachers. For 
instance, the f i r s t issue of The New Era (1920) c a r r i e d an a r t i c l e 
a s s e r t i n g t h a t " I n t e r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y should be taught from the 
beginning ... the c h i l d should l e a r n t o r e a l i s e t h a t heroes have 
l i v e d i n a l l p a r t s of the world ... (and should) become f a m i l i a r w i t h 
the outstanding events and heroes o f many great 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s ... (how) a l l move towards some great d i v i n e event -
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the r e a l i s a t i o n of a common humanity". More l i k e l y t o be read by the 
non-committed, however, was H i s t o r y , and occasional references t o the 
need f o r wider h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content have been noted over the 
years between the wars. I n 1919, a teacher's l e t t e r demanded t h a t 
time f o r "world h i s t o r y on a wide basis" be created by "scrapping 
much o f the d e t a i l i n which e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i s taught". Another 
teacher (1923) b e l i e v e d e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y t o be 
"incompatible (with) ... a t r u l y humane education" and l i k e l y t o 
produce " j i n g o - i n s u l a r i t y " . I n a posthumous a r t i c l e i n 1927, a 
teacher who had advocated h i s t o r y f o r c i t i z e n s h i p before the war now 
condemned t h a t goal as "a p a t h e t i c f a l l a c y " , and i n s i s t e d t h a t 
" a l l u s i o n t o e n g l i s h events should be only i n c i d e n t a l " . An important 
a r t i c l e i n 1928 condemned the "dreary n a r r a t i v e " of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , 
and recommended classroom study of "the grand human development". 
This must include the c u l t u r e s o f s o - c a l l e d backward peoples, t o 
" p o w e r f u l l y m i n i s t e r t o t h a t i n t e r - r a c i a l sympathy upon which the 
f u t u r e w o r l d - p o l i t y w i l l v i t a l l y depend", but f o r which " s u r p r i s i n g l y 
l i t t l e has h i t h e r t o been done i n elementary or secondary education". 
I n b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s , f o r instance, legendary asian f i g u r e s should 
be considered. I n 1932, f o u r out of 12 c o n t r i b u t o r s t o a discussion 
on h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content recognised a need f o r world h i s t o r y . 
Somervell, f o r instance, c a l l e d f o r a study of modern Chinese 
h i s t o r y . Subsequent correspondence i n s i s t e d t h a t "boys and g i r l s 
* 
must l e a r n something about Europe ... perhaps Asia c e r t a i n l y I n d i a 
... i f English people are t o understand I n d i a , they must l e a r n 
something o f the h i s t o r y of I n d i a ... i t s races and r e l i g i o n s " . I n 
1934, Woodward averred t h a t "we are, by omission, over emphasising 
the c o n t r i b u t i o n of our own n a t i o n t o c i v i l i s a t i o n ... encouraging 
... t h a t n a t i o n a l conceit which ... other nations have considered t o 
be one of our most unpleasing c h a r a c t e r s t i c s " . Two years l a t e r , 
E i l e e n Power recorded growing i n t e r e s t i n world problems i n c l u d i n g 
sino-japanese r e l a t i o n s . But teachers had f a i l e d t o help c h i l d r e n 
understand the background t o such problems. They taught l i t t l e world 
h i s t o r y , and were " s t i l l t a l k i n g about h i s t o r y l a r g e l y i n terms of 
* 
I n h i s M. L i t t t h e s i s , Lancaster, 1970, P69, Cook mis-quoted 
t h i s as 'China'. 
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what i n t e r e s t e d our f a t h e r s , and not i n terms o f what i n t e r e s t s 
i i 51 us . 
Some suggestions and pressures have also been trac e d i n these 
e a r l y decades i n respect of s p e c i f i c world areas, and i n each case 
the world war appears t o have acted as a c a t a l y s t . 
European h i s t o r y was suggested as a d e s i r a b l e component i n 
school h i s t o r y by the Board o f Education from 1905 onwards, though a t 
f i r s t only such as was "necessary f o r the understanding of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y . " By 1914, however, the emphasis had c l e a r l y changed, w i t h 
the p u b l i c a t i o n of a l e a f l e t u r ging european h i s t o r y i n school t o 
help c h i l d r e n understand the c u r r e n t c r i s i s . The impact of war can 
be i n f e r r e d from a study of the pages of H i s t o r y d u r i n g subsequent 
years. Duing an H i s t o r i c a l A ssociation discussion i n 1918 f o r 
instance, the need f o r a broader syllabus was noted: " I n p a r t i c u l a r 
i t w i l l c e r t a i n l y be necessary t h a t the h i s t o r y o f Europe i n the 
nineteenth century should be t r e a t e d w i t h a knowledge and 
thoroughness which has h i t h e r t o been wanting". Moreover, although 
i n f l u e n t i a l f i g u r e s such as Keatinge (1919) were s t i l l advocating 
more t r a d i t i o n a l views, t h a t i t was " f a r b e t t e r t o t r e a t the 
important episodes of european h i s t o r y when they a r i s e out o f , or are 
needed f o r the understanding o f , the e n g l i s h h i s t o r y then being 
s t u d i e d " , the broader emphases found support from authors of 
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handbooks f o r teachers such as Hasluck (1920). 
A second area i n which developments were recommended, though not 
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nec e s s a r i l y i l l u s t r a t i v e of e x t r a - n a t i o n a l v i s i o n , was i m p e r i a l 
h i s t o r y , s t r o n g l y i n s p i r e d by Seeley's Expansion o f England (1883) 
and from 1931 by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Congress of C o l o n i a l H i s t o r y . The 
sub j e c t was v a r i o u s l y stressed before 1914. Again, however, war gave 
a stimulus. I n 1918, the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n expressed "every 
sympathy" w i t h i m p e r i a l s t u d i e s , and from 1927 the BBC broadcast 
schools programmes on empire h i s t o r y . The Board o f Education also 
exerted pressure, and i n 1924 attempted t o press a 24 week course on 
a l l upper elementary and secondary schools. T h e i r 1927 Handbook 
urged t h a t "The s t o r y of our k i t h and k i n beyond the seas, of t h e i r 
settlements and s t r u g g l e s ... i s an important and i n t e g r a l p a r t of 
the s t o r y o f the b r i t i s h peoples as a whole". That apparently r a c i a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e , however, was seen as a s s i s t i n g broader world 
understandings, since "when d e a l i n g w i t h the h i s t o r y of the b r i t i s h 
dominions, the teacher w i l l ... b r i n g home t o h i s class t h a t they 
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cannot l e a r n b r i t i s h h i s t o r y ... (except) as p a r t of a l a r g e r whole, 
and t h a t t h e i r sympathy and respect are due t o other nations and 
races . 
A t h i r d area of study advocated was U.S. h i s t o r y , a demand again 
c l e a r l y i n f l u e n c e d by war. A c h a i r of american h i s t o r y was 
e s t a b l i s h e d a t London i n 1919; anglo-american h i s t o r i c a l conferences 
were being promoted by the 1930's; and the odd r e l e v a n t a r t i c l e began 
t o creep among the overwhelming d i e t of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i n H i s t o r y . 
B e l l o t , f o r example, asserted (1937) t h a t "we neglect a t our p e r i l a 
phenomenon of such a magnitude. I f we would respond i n t e l l i g e n t l y 
and s u c c e s s f u l l y ... t o the behaviour of t h i s newly grown g i a n t , we 
must know something about i t s h i s t o r y ... we must put american 
h i s t o r y i n t o the c u r r i c u l u m of our schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s . ^ 
A f o u r t h development, one w i t h p a r t i c u l a r p o t e n t i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 
f o r the f u t u r e of world h i s t o r y s t u d i e s , 5 6 (though t h a t was not 
always i n the mind of the advocate) and which enjoyed more a t t e n t i o n 
than t h a t given t o any p a r t i c u l a r area of the w o r l d , was contemporary 
h i s t o r y . A t i e - u p w i t h ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' a s p i r a t i o n s was also c l e a r i n 
many instances. The sub j e c t was nothing new, of course. Since 
Thucydides, who began w r i t i n g h i s Pelopponesian War a t the moment war 
broke out, a t r a d i t i o n of contemporary h i s t o r y had f l o u r i s h e d i n the 
West, i t s philosophy most r e c e n t l y a r t i c u l a t e d by such as Turner 
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(1891) and Croce (1920). Again, however, moral impetus was given 
by the f i r s t world war and the f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
t e n s i o n , w h i l s t massive documentary support was given by p u b l i c a t i o n 
of the combatants' d i p l o m a t i c documents, seen by some as themselves 
58 
rendering the study of contemporary h i s t o r y i mperative. I n 1923, 
a f t e r 37 years' l i f e , the English H i s t o r i c a l Review published i t s 
f i r s t a r t i c l e on recent h i s t o r y , f o l lowed by others on the war and 
the Balkans question. 
Related demands f o r g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n t o contemporary h i s t o r y i n 
school c u r r i c u l a arose from v a r i e d q u a r t e r s . Archer, f o r example 
(1916) demanded more contemporary h i s t o r y , w i t h reference not only t o 
Europe, but also t o the USA and East Asia. O f f i c i a l support was 
voiced by the Board of Education and the Hadow Committee. The 
subject also surfaced s p o r a d i c a l l y i n H i s t o r y . I n 1918, f o r 
instance, Mantoux s p e c i f i c a l l y l i n k e d education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p and 
democracy w i t h contemporary h i s t o r y . That would necessitate studying 
the h i s t o r y of c i v i l i s a t i o n . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , however, the examples 
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c i t e d were a l l from european h i s t o r y , and e q u a l l y l i m i t e d 
perspectives were i m p l i c i t i n major pleas f o r contemporary h i s t o r y by 
Seton-Watson (1929) and Sykes (1934). Much more t e l l i n g advocacy i n 
r e l a t i o n t o the world h i s t o r y theme came from Ramsay Muir (1938) 
a l b e i t again b e t r a y i n g e u r o c e n t r i c assumptions. Contemporary 
h i s t o r y , he argued, must be taught t o the young. That h i s t o r y was 
dominated by a dramatic change i n w o r l d h i s t o r y , whereby non-european 
peoples had become overwhelmed by european c i v i l i s a t i o n . Future 
hegemony might pass t o other p a r t s , but whatever happened, "the world 
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has now a s i n g l e c i v i l i s a t i o n " . 
I n the l i g h t of such developing perspectives between the wars, 
some recent observers have expressed sanguine conclusions as t o the 
d e c l i n e of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l assumptions and increased i n t e r e s t i n 
w o r l d h i s t o r y d uring t h a t p e r i o d . E l l i o t t (1975) claims t o have 
detected "an unprecedented r e a c t i o n against n a t i o n a l i s t - b a s e d h i s t o r y 
i n general . 
C e r t a i n l y , as has been shown, there was sporadic advocacy of 
european, i m p e r i a l , american and contemporary h i s t o r i c a l studies 
d u r i n g the p e r i o d . Moreover, the l a t e r 1930's saw the establishment 
of new c h a i r s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s i n three b r i t i s h 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . Nevertheless, evidence f o r such i n t e r e s t and advocacy 
being t r a n s l a t e d i n t o school c u r r i c u l a i s t h i n indeed. I n 1921, 
Wells poured scorn on "the present mischievous narrow teaching of 
n a t i o n a l egotism i n schools". I f anything, there had been "a 
narrowing down of the scope of h i s t o r i c a l teaching. I f the reader 
w i l l look i n t o the s o r t of h i s t o r y t h a t i s taught i n schools 
today ... he w i l l f i n d r a t h e r a shrinkage . .. than an extension t o 
meet the more extensive needs of a new age. This i s a curious 
r e s u l t " . I n 1927, the Board of Education found " l i t t l e world 
h i s t o r y " being taught i n London schools. I n 1935, J e f f r e y s remarked 
t h a t those changes which had occurred i n school h i s t o r y " f o r the most 
p a r t concern method r a t h e r than matter"; and surveying experimental 
a p p l i c a t i o n s o f h i s approach i n 12 schools, recorded such as the 
replacement of periods of e n g l i s h p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y w i t h l i n e s of 
development on b r i t i s h t r a d e . From a more recent (1967) survey of 
i n t e r - w a r developments, the DES has concluded: " I t was s t i l l England, 
o f t e n i t was scarcely even the B r i t i s h I s l e s " . Moreover, and a t 
variance w i t h the optimism o f h i s e a r l i e r conclusions, E l l i o t t (1975) 
i n h i s valuable research found t h a t of 88 HMI r e p o r t s on schools 
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s t u d i ed only two noted world-based h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s , and o f 
p r o f e s s i o n a l h i s t o r i a n s educated i n the 1930's, only three per cent 
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r e c a l l e d any world h i s t o r y teaching i n school. 
P e s s i m i s t i c conclusions as t o what a c t u a l l y t r a n s p i r e d have been 
r e i n f o r c e d by s c r u t i n y d u r i n g t h i s research o f 58 HMI r e p o r t s on 
* 
schools i n the p e r i o d up t o 1930, only a handful of which noted any 
syllabus content going beyond B r i t a i n and Europe. I n one London 
secondary school (1929) HMI noted approvingly a mainly e n g l i s h and 
european syllabus but i n c l u d i n g "a p r e l i m i n a r y sketch of general 
world h i s t o r y " ; i n another (1930) a League of Nations course was 
taught; a t h i r d (1930) boasted a new syllabus a s p i r i n g " t o show the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the c h i e f branches o f the human race t o the 
common fund of c i v i l i s a t i o n " - but culmi n a t i n g i n a study of b r i t i s h 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and economic h i s t o r y ; i n a f o u r t h (1930) "one 
noteworthy f e a t u r e of the syllabus i s t h a t the study of some p o r t i o n 
o f world h i s t o r y proceeds p a r i passu w i t h t h a t of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
throughout the whole school course ... a general survey from ancient 
t o modern times"; and i n a Lancashire convent (1930) HMI noted a 
6 2 
fi v e - y e a r w o r l d h i s t o r y course i n t e r e s t i n g l y t e r m i n a t i n g i n 1904. 
An e q u a l l y p e s s i m i s t i c p i c t u r e has emerged from a d e t a i l e d 
breakdown o f a l l issues o f H i s t o r y between 1913 (1916) and 1939. 
Only fo u r s p e c i f i c examples of any wider-world h i s t o r y (other than 
european) being taught i n schools were traced. At Berkhamsted (1921) 
a formidable s y l l a b u s covering over 100 t o p i c s concentrated almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y upon B r i t a i n and Europe, but included the r i s e of Japan 
and some mention o f "the Turks and the empires they founded i n 
China(sic) I n d i a , Asia Minor". At Bedales (1921) the lower school 
s y l l a b u s , though c o n c entrating upon "a c a r e f u l grounding i n e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y " , o f f e r e d study of I n d i a t o "a l i m i t e d number" of c h i l d r e n -
though upper school h i s t o r y was e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h . At Sherborne 
(1923) a p r i m a r i l y c l a s s i c a l , b r i t i s h and european syllabus included 
b r i e f mention of the USA and Islam. I n a f o u r t h , unnamed, school 
* 
The 50 year closure r u l e a p p l i e d t o HMI r e p o r t s prevented study 
of more recent m a t e r i a l . 
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(1932) the s y l l a b u s covered "an o u t l i n e of world 
h i s t o r y ... a r c h i t e c t u r e , f u r n i t u r e , dress, music, science and 
discovery". Other than those few examples, the s i l e n c e i s 
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deafening. 
Even i n the case of european h i s t o r y , although there i s some 
evidence o f i t s spread i n t o schools and u n i v e r s i t y e n t r y 
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examinations, v i r t u a l l y no m a t e r i a l has been unearthed suggesting 
treatment of Europe per se i n schools. Thus, too much should not be 
read i n t o E l l i o t t ' s (1975) f i n d i n g s t h a t o f 88 HMI r e p o r t s he 
s t u d i e d , 70% noted some european h i s t o r y and t h a t of the p r o f e s s i o n a l 
h i s t o r i a n s questioned between 79 and 84 per cent r e c o l l e c t e d some 
european h i s t o r y . 6 5 Only one of the 58 HMI r e p o r t s on schools 
(1911-1930) s c r u t i n i s e d d u r i n g p r e p a r a t i o n of t h i s t h e s i s suggested 
t h a t an adequately balanced treatment of european h i s t o r y was being 
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attempted. Furthermore, there i s a q u a n t i t a t i v e discrepancy, since 
only 19 of the 58 r e p o r t s (32.76%) even mentioned or i m p l i e d any 
european h i s t o r y : 6 ^ and even then i n the m a j o r i t y of instances i t was 
c l e a r l y no more than a background t o b r i t i s h h i s t o r y . One school 
t r e a t e d european events " i n c i d e n t a l l y i n connection w i t h the p e r i o d 
of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " ; another "as and when they i n f l u e n c e events i n 
England"; a t h i r d only "those p a r t s of european h i s t o r y t h a t are 
connected w i t h , and throw l i g h t on events i n B r i t a i n " ; a f o u r t h only 
"some reference t o european a f f a i r s " ; and another simply "an 
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occasional b r i e f excursion". A d d i t i o n a l l y , i n s i x schools (10.34%) 
the lack o f any european h i s t o r y whatsoever was s p e c i f i c a l l y 
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c r i t i c i s e d . I n sum, i t i s probable t h a t the european h i s t o r y 
taught i n b r i t i s h schools between the wars d i f f e r e d l i t t l e from t h a t 
contained i n the s y l l a b u s of one Northumberland grammar school i n 
1931. I n the f i r s t year course on "man from h i s e a r l i e s t days t o the 
present", i n which, i n i t s e l f r e v e a l i n g , s t r e s s was t o be l a i d upon 
the h i s t o r y of Europe and England, d e t a i l s p a r t i c u l a r l y h i g h l i g h t e d 
included "such beings as Boadicea's c h a r i o t e e r , the long-bowmen of 
Crecy and the powder-monkey a t T r a f a l g a r " . The second year course 
Obviously there were o t h e r s , but no p r i n t e d references have been 
found. 
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was b r i t i s h h i s t o r y 55 b.c.-1930, i n european perspective; the t h i r d 
year b r i t i s h medieval h i s t o r y t o 1603, w i t h some european m a t e r i a l ; 
the f o u r t h year b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y 
1603-1930, w i t h s t r e s s on the empire; and the f i f t h t o seventh years 
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b r i t i s h and european medieval h i s t o r y , w i t h documents. 
A s i m i l a r impression has been formed w i t h regard t o both 
i m p e r i a l and american h i s t o r y , though only b r i e f i l l u s t r a t i o n i s 
po s s i b l e . Of the 58 HMI r e p o r t s , only four noted any i m p e r i a l 
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h i s t o r y i n school syllabuses. I n those few examples of i t s 
presence which have been trace d from other sources, there i s not one 
piece o f evidence t h a t the co u n t r i e s concerned were studied i n t h e i r 
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own r i g h t , but simply as an aspect of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y , overseas. 
Evidence of american h i s t o r y i n classrooms i s even more meagre. Only 
one of the 58 HMI r e p o r t s mentioned i t ; and only three other s p e c i f i c 
references have been uncovered. The DES (1967) has po i n t e d out t h a t , 
before the second world war, " i t would be most exc e p t i o n a l t o f i n d 
any american h i s t o r y l a t e r than the american r e v o l u t i o n " . Moreover, 
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" i t would be s t i l l r a r e r t o f i n d any rus s i a n h i s t o r y " . 
Likewise w i t h contemporary h i s t o r y : few references t o i t s a c t u a l 
development i n schools have been traced. The Board of Education 
noted some developments (1923) as d i d the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
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(1936) and the Norwood Committee (1943). Otherwise, the only 
s p e c i f i c references found were i n two of the 58 HMI r e p o r t s 
p r e v i o u s l y mentioned: i n one case, a course on the League of Nations, 
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i n the ot h e r , w o r l d a f f a i r s post-1870. For the remainder, there 
was no suggestion of any contemporary treatment. HMI c r i t i c i s e d one 
school's s y l l a b u s ending a t 1660 and another's lack o f treatment 
beyond the Crimean war. C r i t i c i s m s made of a Northumberland school 
(1929) probably epitomised the s i t u a t i o n i n the great m a j o r i t y , 
namely "the odd circumstance of boys of 16 ... being w e l l acquainted 
w i t h minutiae of the h i s t o r y of 15th century Florence, while not 
possessing an equ a l l y i n t i m a t e acquaintance w i t h the causes of the 
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great changes and movements of the l a s t 200 years". Even i n 1932, 
at a time o f dangerous i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n , a London U n i v e r s i t y 
professor o f h i s t o r y could assert t h a t contemporary h i s t o r y was 
t o t a l l y ignored i n schools. Four years l a t e r , an american observer 
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t e s t i f i e d s i m i l a r l y . 
Passing now t o the treatment of Chinese h i s t o r y , a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n has been i d e n t i f i e d t o t h a t which has emerged a" propos 86 
broader w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l studies i n general, and european, i m p e r i a l , 
american and contemporary h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r : l i m i t e d advocacy, 
but only a few f a i n t traces of a p p l i c a t i o n , and c e r t a i n l y nothing i n 
school syllabuses t o s u b s t a n t i a t e H i r t h ' s claim (1908) t h a t there was 
r a p i d l y growing western i n t e r e s t i n China i n response t o p o l i t i c a l 
events t h e r e . A correspondent t o the Times Educational 
Supplement (1920) probably more accu r a t e l y summarised the s i t u a t i o n , 
t h a t a l l the present school generation learned of China was of a 
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" w i l l o w - p a t t e r n p i g t a i l country where nothing ever changed". 
H i r t h ' s p o i n t concerning understanding p o l i t i c a l events was, 
however, echoed by scholars such as L a t o u r e t t e (1921) who argued t h a t 
"the problems of China and Japan and t h e i r neighbours are much more a 
matter of concern t o the Occident than they were ... i t i s 
i n c r e a s i n g l y the duty and p r i v i l e g e of european and american scholars 
t o study the h i s t o r y , both recent and remote, of these peoples, and 
t o f a m i l i a r i s e the West w i t h the r e s u l t s . Only thus can there be 
obtained t h a t i n t e l l i g e n t understanding ... which w i l l enable us t o 
behave toward them w i s e l y s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y and j u s t l y " . By the 
mid-1930's educated o c c i d e n t a l o p i n i o n , p o s s i b l y moved by 
contemporary wo r l d a f f a i r s , was beginning t o take some i n t e r e s t i n 
China, as the american scholars Bishop (1936) and Pearl Buck (1938) 
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observed. 
Highly i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h a t regard was the London School of 
O r i e n t a l Studies. The school's o r i g i n s go back t o an a b o r t i v e scheme 
i n 1890, but a c h a r t e r was not received u n t i l 1916 and the f i r s t 
students not admitted u n t i l 1918. I t s f u n c t i o n s were " t o extend the 
study and knowledge of the languages of eastern and a f r i c a n 
peoples ... and ( t h e i r ) l i t e r a t u r e , h i s t o r y , r e l i g i o n , law, customs 
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and a r t " , and t h a t o b l i g a t i o n has been discharged w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n . 
The School has enjoyed an i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n since i t s 
i n c e p t i o n . The f i r s t volume of i t s B u l l e t i n included t r a n s l a t i o n s of 
Chinese poetry by Waley. W i t h i n a s h o r t time, 17 degree courses were 
i n o p e r a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g one on Chinese language and another on 
o r i e n t a l h i s t o r y (though t h a t i n i t i a l l y r e f e r r e d t o e i t h e r I n d i a or 
the near and middle east, not t o China). The school was reorganised 
i n t o e i g h t departments i n 1932 ( l a t e r s i x ) i n c l u d i n g a Far East 
department. I t became the School of O r i e n t a l and A f r i c a n Studies i n 
October 1938. 
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The impact between the wars of Waley's l i t e r a r y r e s e a r c h and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s was c o n s i d e r a b l e . He disproved C r e e l ' s a s s e r t i o n (1936) 
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t h a t "Chinese poetry does not lend i t s e l f to t r a n s l a t i o n " . (Brecht 
has even r e - t r a n s l a t e d h i s v e r s i o n s of Chinese poems i n t o German). 
His e a r l i e s t p u b l i s h e d t r a n s l a t i o n s were i s s u e d i n 1918-19, and 
before the second war he had brought out s e v e r a l other major 
t r a n s l a t i o n s of important Chinese l i t e r a r y , h i s t o r i c a l and 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l works. Among other s p e c i a l i s t s i n Chinese h i s t o r y and 
c u l t u r e a c t i v e i n the p e r i o d , however, one of the most commonly read 
by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s c h o o l t e a c h e r s was F i t z g e r a l d , e s p e c i a l l y h i s 
China: a s h o r t c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y (1935). Another was the Y a l e s c h o l a r 
L a t o u r e t t e , whose The Chinese: t h e i r h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e (1934) the 
f i r s t comprehensive y e t readable h i s t o r y f o r n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s s i n c e 
the t u r n of the century, enjoyed two r e v i s i o n s and e i g h t r e p r i n t s 
w i t h i n 15 y e a r s . I n a d d i t i o n , Chinese s c h o l a r s themselves helped 
r e s u r r e c t an image of China's h i s t o r i c o - c u l t u r a l importance. 
Notable among them were Hu Sh i h , whose The Chinese Renaissance (1933) 
i d e n t i f i e d f i v e h i s t o r i c a l 'Chinese r e n a i s s a n c e 1 p e r i o d s , with 
d e t a i l s of a new 20th century r e n a i s s a n c e of man i f e s t importance to 
peoples everywhere, and s u c c e s s f u l l y brought a sympathetic i n s i g h t 
i n t o o r i e n t a l r e l i g i o n s to the west; and L i n Yutang, whose My country 
and my people (1938) e f f e c t i v e l y s t r e s s e d the c u l t u r a l s t a b i l i t y of 
China, the q u a l i t y of her people's c h a r a c t e r , t h e i r f a m i l y l i f e and 
t h e i r l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c achievements, thus h e l p i n g to undermine 
the h o s t i l e s t e r e o t y p e s c u r r e n t l y p r e v a l e n t . L i n suggested to h i s 
western r e a d e r s h i p t h a t maybe " t h e i r eyes are not q u i t e so s l a n t as 
the s h i l l i n g - s h o c k e r covers r e p r e s e n t them .. . Can these people stab 
one i n the back ?" I n 1938, Hu Shih attended the e i g h t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
H i s t o r i c a l Congress, which s e t up i t s f i r s t commission on f a r e a s t e r n 
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h i s t o r y i n response. 
I t i s l i k e l y , however, t h a t a much g r e a t e r c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
aroused awareness of China was made by j o u r n a l i s t s and n o v e l i s t s . 
Among the former, Huston, Mowrer, Smedley and Snow were conspicuous. 
Snow i n p a r t i c u l a r , a c l o s e f r i e n d of Mao, had g r e a t i n f l u e n c e on 
american l i b e r a l i n t e l l e c t u a l s i n the c l o s i n g y e a r s of the p e r i o d , 
e s p e c i a l l y w i t h h i s Red s t a r over China (1938) . Pre-eminent among 
the l a t t e r was P e a r l Buck, who had l i v e d 40 y e a r s i n China. Her 
gr e a t n o v e l , The good e a r t h (1931) s o l d over two m i l l i o n c o p i e s , and 
her other novels together a f u r t h e r 640,000. When fi l m e d (1937) i t 
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was seen by 23 m i l l i o n Americans and 42 m i l l i o n people elsewhere, 
i n c l u d i n g B r i t a i n . With i t s sharply-drawn and humane 
c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n of a Chinese peasant f a m i l y i t "almost 
singlehandedly replaced the fantasy images of China 
(and) ... accomplished the great f e a t o f p r o v i d i n g faces f o r the 
faceless mass". Of 181 d i s t i n g u i s h e d Americans questioned i n the 
1950-s as t o t h e i r e a r l i e s t impressions of the Chinese, 69 mentioned 
83* 
Pearl Buck as a major source. 
I n f l u e n c e towards the development o f more favourable popular 
i n t e r e s t i n China may have been exercised by n o n - s i n o l o g i s t 
h i s t o r i a n s who ventured i n t o o r i e n t a l waters. Tawney was the most 
notable example. His b r i e f account of contemporary s o c i a l and 
economic l i f e , Land and Labour i n China (1932) w i t h references t o 
China's "mature c i v i l i s a t i o n ... wealth of r i p e experience and 
f a s t i d i o u s canons of t a s t e and conduct ... profound c o n v i c t i o n of the 
84 
e t h i c a l s u p e r i o r i t y of i t s own scale of values", was subsequently 
widely c i t e d . Nor should the r o l e of p u b l i s h e r s such as Trubner, 
Gollancz and A l l e n and Unwin be ignored. The l a t t e r , f o r example, 
** 
published Tawney's Land and Labour, and a l l Waley's work. 
A s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e was also played by archaeology. I t gave 
general impetus t o the a c q u i s i t i o n of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l perspectives, 
since i t s d i s c o v e r i e s undermined the view t h a t h i s t o r y began i t s 
developmental path i n 55 B.C., w h i l s t s t i m u l a t i n g popular r e a l i s a t i o n 
t h a t other worlds had e x i s t e d which were d i s t a n t not only temporally 
but s p a t i a l l y . I n t h i s , the excavation of Anyang a f t e r 1928 was a 
major watershed. That, and the discovery of oracle-bones which 
preceded i t , launched "an e n t i r e l y new epoch i n the understanding of 
man i n the Far East", and had "an importance which can hardly be 
exaggerated". 8 5 H i r t h ' s a s s e r t i o n (1908) t h a t w i t h l i m i t e d exceptions 
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China could o f f e r only l i t e r a r y evidence as t o her a n t i q u i t y , was 
soon disproven. The 3080 e x h i b i t s a t the Royal Academy's great 
Chinese E x h i b i t i o n from 1935 t o 1936 simultaneously r e f l e c t e d and 
Pearl Buck also published an important t r a n s l a t i o n of the great 
Ming novel, Shui-hu chuan (The Water Margin) as A l l men are 
Brothers (1933). Her Nobel Prize l e c t u r e (1938) was on the 
Chinese novel. 
Other authors since published by A l l e n & Unwin have included the 
Lattimores, L l e w e l l y n , Goodrich and Ch'en. 
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s t i m u l a t e d the growing i n t e r e s t i n Chinese h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e i n 
B r i t a i n and the West. D i s p l a y i n g not only medieval p o r c e l a i n , 
p a i n t i n g , l a c q u e r , t e x t i l e s , j a d e s , costume, c a l l i g r a p h y and p r i n t e d 
books, but a l s o n e o l i t h i c p o t t e r y , Shang bronzes, Chou and Han 
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a r t e f a c t s , i t was attended by 401,768 v i s i t o r s . 
R e f l e c t i n g these v a r i o u s i n f l u e n c e s , perhaps, and i n response to 
world events sometimes s p e c t a c u l a r l y i n v o l v i n g China a few sketchy 
r e f e r e n c e s have been c u l l e d from p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r t e a c h e r s . As e a r l y 
as 1916, Archer not only recommended Marco Polo as a t o p i c s i n c e 
"without beginning here we r i s k not impressing our p u p i l s w i t h the 
narrowness of the medieval world and the importance of c i v i l i s a t i o n s 
which were unknown to i t " , but a l s o noted the s i g n i f i c a n c e of modern 
E a s t A s i a and recommended the t e a c h i n g of the s i n o - j a p a n e s e war and 
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the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n . That, though very b r i e f (three l i n e s on 
c h i n a i n 149 pages on the s y l l a b u s ) and recommended i n a framework of 
Europe's r i s e to supremacy, was important-the e a r l i e s t s p e c i f i c 
recommendation f o r t e a c h i n g Chinese h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s t r a c e d during 
t h i s r e s e a r c h . 
Fragmentary e a r l y i n t e r e s t i n E a s t A s i a has a l s o been d i s c o v e r e d 
i n H i s t o r y . A reviewer i n 1918 a s s e r t e d : "The E a s t i s an human as the 
West ... the time has now come f o r them to be j o i n e d " . I n 1926, 
H i s t o r y ' s f i r s t review of a book on a Chinese t o p i c was p u b l i s h e d . I n 
1928, a r e v i e w e r urged t h a t " A s i a t i c s t a t e s form a f a m i l y as 
e v i d e n t l y a k i n as those of the western world. There i s thus strong 
reason f o r attempting to study them as a whole". Another review 
(1935) urged t h a t "the E a s t has g r a d u a l l y become more important i n 
world a f f a i r s ( s i c ) ... an understanding of i t i s a n e c e s s i t y f o r the 
educated man of today". Three y e a r s l a t e r , another review a d v i s e d 
r e a d e r s t h a t Chinese r e s i s t a n c e to the B r i t i s h i n the 19th century 
d i s p l a y e d " s k i l l and t e n a c i t y ... not s u f f i c i e n t l y r ecognised by 
Western w r i t e r s " , and c r i t i c i s e d inadequate a t t e n t i o n to Chinese 
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documentary s o u r c e s . I n s h o r t , whereas no book on China was 
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reviewed i n H i s t o r y from 1916 to 1926, a slow t r i c k l e then began to 
appear, and i n 1932-3 f i v e books on e a s t e r n A s i a were reviewed, three 
w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to China. A s i m i l a r p a t t e r n i s d e t e c t a b l e i n 
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the case both of south e a s t A s i a and of Japan. 
I n the same decades, one - but one only - a r t i c l e i n H i s t o r y 
recommended, a l b e i t b r i e f l y , a wider and more developed study of 
90 
Chinese h i s t o r y by n o n - s i n o l o g i s t s . I n 1933, Webster, discussing the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s of economic h i s t o r y , observed t h a t i t was 
"of great importance ... t h a t we should extend the area from which we 
obt a i n our evidence of i n t e r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , and look a t i t not only 
from the p o i n t of view of Western Europe . .. but from t h a t of the 
cou n t r i e s of the Near, Middle and Far East ... Young western scholars 
are l e a r n i n g Chinese i n order t o ... i n t e r p r e t the contacts between 
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East and West i n the 19th century". Such st r e s s on the imperative 
study of Chinese documentary sources was a s i g n i f i c a n t p o i n t e r , 
perhaps, t o the growing r e a l i s a t i o n o f t h e i r scope and value. 
I t should be emphasised, however, t h a t the Webster a r t i c l e , the 
review items p r e v i o u s l y noted, and passing references by Archer, 
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K i n g - H a l l , Somervell, Power, Muir, and the Board o f Education, 
comprise the only s p e c i f i c recommendations f o r the study of any 
aspect of Chinese h i s t o r y by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s which have emerged from 
c a r e f u l s i f t i n g o f a l l volumes of H i s t o r y , the H i s t o r i c a l Journal and 
the English H i s t o r i c a l Review up t o 1939; a l l o f f i c i a l and 
s e m i - o f f i c i a l published r e p o r t s on c u r r i c u l u m and/or the teaching of 
h i s t o r y ; a l l handbooks f o r h i s t o r y teachers published i n the p e r i o d ; 
* 
and 58 HMI r e p o r t s on schools p r i o r t o 1930. Furthermore, too much 
should not be made i n respect of teaching about China, of those few 
recommendations f o r , or suggested p o s s i b l e i n f l u e n c e s towards the 
study o f , w o r l d h i s t o r y , which have been noted. Wells' O u t l i n e and 
Short H i s t o r y a f f o r d good examples. Even a t the time, the O u t l i n e was 
c r i t i c i s e d f o r i t s neglect of China. Wells accepted the c r i t i c i s m s . 
His j u s t i f i c a t i o n was t h a t " b r i e f as the space devoted t o China .. 
i s , i t i s b e t t e r than nothing ( s i c ) and I have given as much as ... 
the prepossession of Western readers w i l l a l l ow". Even by 1928 Wells 
s t i l l b e l i e v e d the s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s o f western readers t o preclude 
increased a t t e n t i o n t o China. Her e n t i r e h i s t o r y up t o the t h i r d 
century B.C occupied only 4$ pages o f t e x t , as against 22 t o the 
Greeks. The Han dynasty was given f o u r paragraphs: Rome 43 pages. The 
Sui-T'ang p e r i o d received one page: L a t i n Christendom 23. I n t o t a l , 
only 10 pages (plus 22 passing references) out of 384 on 'world 
h i s t o r y ' , and only 20 events i n a 'world h i s t o r y ' chronology o f 353 
* 
I n the same p e r i o d , only a couple of passing c a l l s f o r i s l a m i c 
h i s t o r y have been noted, the same f o r Japan and I n d i a , and none 
w i t h regard t o A f r i c a . 
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items, r e l a t e d t o China. The lack of response i n school textbooks 
t o even the marginal a t t e n t i o n t o China which has been described, 
w i l l be brought out l a t e r . I t could perhaps be argued t h a t i t i s 
s u r p r i s i n g t h ere was any, since i n terms of school syllabuses, the 
response was s t a r k indeed. Throughout t h i s research, p r i n t e d 
reference t o only f o u r b r i t i s h schools between the wars p o s s i b l y 
making use of m a t e r i a l on Chinese h i s t o r y or contemporary a f f a i r s has 
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been detected, and only p e r i p h e r a l l y . C a r e f u l s c r u t i n y of the wide 
v a r i e t y of primary and p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l s l i s t e d e a r l i e r has y i e l d e d a 
v i r t u a l blank. There must have been o t h e r s , of course, and there may 
w e l l be as y e t uncovered evidence. But, f o r instance, of 128 school 
h i s t o r y teachers and L.E.A. h i s t o r y advisers responding t o a 1981 
questionnaire on t h e i r schooling, 30 attended primary school pre-war. 
Only two r e c o l l e c t e d hearing anything about Chinese h i s t o r y and only 
one remembered China i n any other c u r r i c u l u m area. The evidence i s 
fragmentary, u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , and t h e o r e t i c a l l y i n c o n c l u s i v e . But the 
p a t t e r n , i t i s suggested, i s c l e a r enough. 
Much more noti c e a b l e than any pressures towards broader 
perspectives i n the i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d , i n f a c t , i s the overwhelming 
evidence of a s t r i k i n g lack of wider world i n t e r e s t . The e d i t o r s o f 
the English H i s t o r i c a l Review, f o r instance, appeared unaware of the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimension before, during or immediately a f t e r the f i r s t 
w o rld war. The r i s e of Japan, the m i l i t a r y defeat of China and 
Russia, the collapse of ancient dynasties, war i n Europe, the ending 
of american i s o l a t i o n , the post-war settlements - a l l passed 
unnoticed. I n 1918-20, of 115 a r t i c l e s , t w o - t h i r d s s c r u t i n i s e d 
domestic e n g l i s h h i s t o r y . No awareness of the c r i t i c a l change i n 
world a f f a i r s was shown, and only one a r t i c l e touched on the world 
beyond Europe, though space was found f o r the Bridg n o r t h Company of 
Smiths, and the e a r l y h i s t o r y of commissions of sewers. I n 1922-3, 
when statesmen w r e s t l e d w i t h f a r eastern problems, 52 of 75 a r t i c l e s 
minutely s c r u t i n i s e d e n g l i s h domestic t o p i c s . None d e a l t w i t h the 
extra-european w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g America. Of 93 a r t i c l e s between 1933 
and 1935, only one d e a l t w i t h the world beyond Europe ( e a r l y b r i t i s h 
c o l o n i e s ) . There was d e t a i l e d s c r u t i n y , however, of Winchester 
College's muniments, Yorkshire manors, Evesham abbots, k n i g h t s ' 
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wages, P a t r i c k ' s b i r t h p l a c e , and James I's date of b i r t h . 
A s i m i l a r impression of s t a s i s comes from reading through 
i n s p e c t o r a l r e p o r t s on schools i n the p e r i o d . Of 58 studied a t 
random, recommendations f o r change were found i n only 12, mainly f o r 
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more european or e n g l i s h h i s t o r y . I n only t h r e e was any 'world 
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h i s t o r y ' suggested, and then only f o r j u n i o r c l a s s e s . Even where 
european h i s t o r y was recommended, what was sought was t h a t which was 
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" e s s e n t i a l to an i n t e l l i g e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " . 
Handbooks f o r h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s r e i n f o r c e the impression. 
Manchester's p r o f e s s o r of education (1904) never once mentioned the 
extra-european world. His proposed elementary school s y l l a b u s 
comprised ' n a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e ' s t o r i e s ; b r i t i s h h i s t o r y ; heroes of 
Europe; the b r i t i s h empire; and l o c a l and n a t i o n a l c i t i z e n s h i p . For 
grammar s c h o o l s he urged e n g l i s h , f r e n c h , german, roman and greek 
h i s t o r y . L i k e w i s e , Archer (1916) was a t b e s t ambivalent. Though, as 
suggested e a r l i e r , some broader v i s i o n was shown, h i s suggested 
s y l l a b u s comprised t h r e e columns, 'England', 'Europe' and ' f o r e i g n 
matter', the only non-european m a t e r i a l i n t h a t being 
'Mohammedanism', and then only i n connection w i t h the c r u s a d e s . 
J a r v i s , a prominent teacher-educator, o f f e r e d no suggestions (1917) 
on non-european h i s t o r y , gave Chinese h i s t o r y only as an i m p l i e d 
example of f u t i l i t y , and d i s p l a y e d strong n a t i o n a l s t r e s s throughout. 
The book was r e p r i n t e d four times by 1932. Hasluck (1920) d e s p i t e 
some wider r e f e r e n c e s , gave no d e t a i l on the a r e a s suggested, and 
undermined much of p o t e n t i a l w i t h r a c i a l arguments: China was never 
mentioned. E i l e e n Power (1921) i n c l u d e d i n a b i b l i o g r a p h y f o r 
t e a c h e r s 164 t i t l e s on B r i t a i n , 90 on Europe and 23 on the r e s t of 
the world - i n a s e c t i o n s u b t i t l e d " S p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to Europe". Of 
22 'heroes of peace', a l l were B r i t i s h and Europeans. 91 books were 
c i t e d on e n g l i s h s o c i a l h i s t o r y : t h r e e on America. I n 'supplementary 
reading', 20 t i t l e s on B r i t a i n were l i s t e d , 18 on Europe, 11 on the 
r e s t of the world and two on China. S i m i l a r l y (1923) the h i s t o r i c a l 
h o r i z o n s of F i n d l a y , the new p r o f e s s o r of education a t Manchester, 
widened only to the european r e l a t e d world: "A few weeks w i t h 
Abraham ... the Arabs and the Crusades ... Columbus, C o r t e s and 
P i z a r r o " . Nor was any broadening of i n t e r e s t shown by s i m i l a r 
w r i t e r s i n the 1930's, such as Walker (1935) d e s p i t e h i s a t t a c k on 
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n a t i o n a l b i a s i n h i s t o r y education. 
Moreover, d e s p i t e o c c a s i o n a l c o n t r a r y i n d i c a t i o n s , the Board of 
Education and o f f i c i a l committees f a i l e d to d i s p l a y any c o n s i s t e n t 
i n t e r e s t i n wider school h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m . The Board's 1908 
c i r c u l a r suggested only b r i t i s h and european h i s t o r y . There was no 
mention as such of world h i s t o r y , and no r e f e r e n c e to any 
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extra-european t o p i c save f o r the american war of independence, 
P r e s c o t t ' s Conquests, and 'Mohammedanism' ( i n r e l a t i o n to the 
c r u s a d e s ) . Another Board p u b l i c a t i o n (1923) o f f e r e d no improvement: 
the only wider h i s t o r y advocated was european, greco-roman, b i b l i c a l , 
and, b r i e f l y , american and i n d i a n : China was not mentioned. The Hadow 
re p o r t (1926) gave token r e c o g n i t i o n to world h i s t o r y , but f a i l e d to 
mention any p a r t of the world beyond Europe and the Near E a s t , and 
gave a t r a d i t i o n a l view of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y chronology and 
' c i t i z e n s h i p ' education. The 1927 Handbook l i k e w i s e p a i d l i p - s e r v i c e 
to world h i s t o r y , but only as a s e t t i n g f o r b r i t i s h . Of 14 examples 
of f o r e i g n h i s t o r y suggested, 12 were european. By 1937, the 
o b j e c t i v e s had not changed: world h i s t o r y was only a b a c k c l o t h to the 
b r i t i s h drama. C h i l d r e n needed "some i d e a of the stage i n world 
h i s t o r y a t which b r i t i s h h i s t o r y begins ... the peoples t h a t were 
merged i n the e n g l i s h n a t i o n ... the development of the n a t i o n a l 
system of government ... the growth of empire". 
Nor d i d the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s i n t e r e s t s extend much 
beyond the n a t i o n a l , as i t s recommended s c h o l a r s h i p s y l l a b u s (1918) 
showed. I n 1926, the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s c o u n c i l urged t h a t world h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s e s should give the c h i l d "some notion of h i s own p a r t i n the 
g e n e r a l d e s t i n y of mankind ... (and) concentrate on p o i n t s where 
t h e i r own country i s p a r t i c i p a t i n g , r a t h e r than to t e l l the s t o r y of 
mankmd . 
Examples from H i s t o r y r e i n f o r c e the view t h a t too much should 
not be read i n t o the 'world h i s t o r y ' movement. One correspondent 
(1920) claimed to teach a ' c i v i l i s a t i o n ' s y l l a b u s . I t s contents 
comprised, s u c c e s s i v e l y , e n g l i s h s o c i a l h i s t o r y , the b r i t i s h empire, 
the Near E a s t and Rome, medieval Europe, modern Europe, b r i t i s h 
c o l o n i s a t i o n and commerce, and b r i t i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n . I t gave "a 
comprehensive s k e t c h of world h i s t o r y ... Great B r i t a i n i s the c e n t r e 
of i n t e r e s t from the 16th century onward". S i m i l a r l y , Gould (1928) 
emphasised "the r e l a t i o n of w o r l d - h i s t o r y to motherland-history", a 
simple world o u t l i n e followed by a study of the " r a c i a l c e n t r e " . 
Even Ramsay Muir, though s t r i v i n g f o r a new p e r s p e c t i v e was s h a c k l e d 
by o l d modes of understanding, a s s e r t i n g i n r e s p e c t of the spread of 
european power t h a t non-european c i v i l i s a t i o n s could s u r v i v e only as 
" v a r i a t i o n s w i t h i n a s i n g l e w o r l d - c i v i l i s a t i o n , the predominating 
f e a t u r e s of which are european". "'"'^  
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Moreover, i t i s c l e a r t h a t i n many i n s t a n c e s the term 'world' 
a c t u a l l y meant ' c l a s s i c a l ' , or, a t b e s t , 'near e a s t e r n ' h i s t o r y - an 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n f l u e n c e d by such as Lamprecht (1905) whose v i s i o n 
of a " W i s s e n s c h a f t l i c h W e ltgeschichte" embracing a l l the important 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s was expressed i n e x c l u s i v e l y european and mediterranean 
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terms. Thus, when the phrase 'world h i s t o r y ' was used by such as 
F i s h e r (1923) Hadow (1926) the Board of Education (1932) the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n (1933) or M i l l i k e n (1937) c l o s e reading 
suggests i n each case t h a t what was meant was much more l i m i t e d i n 
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scope. 
I n sum, i t i s c l e a r t h a t the o p t i m i s t i c c o n c l u s i o n s of such as 
H a t t e r s l e y (1932) and Ensor (1937) as to the widening scope of 
h i s t o r y , the abandonment of narrowly n a t i o n a l viewpoints and the 
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growth of 'one-world' c o n v i c t i o n s d i d not a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t the 
t r u e s t a t e of e n g l i s h s c h o o l h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s by the c l o s e of the 
i n t e r - w a r p e r i o d . Modern s c h o l a r s such as Lawrence (1967) McNeill 
(1970) Lamont (1970) and E l l i o t t (1975) have seen the r e a l i t y more 
c l e a r l y , t h a t "anti-europeanism and s c e p t i c i s m about one world" were 
c u r r e n t , t h a t "the t e a c h e r s remained l o y a l to Acton", t h a t 'world' 
i d e a s " d i d not i n s i n u a t e themselves i n t o school c u r r i c u l a , save i n 
r a r e and e x c e p t i o n a l c a s e s " , and t h a t "the world h i s t o r y movement 
remained i n i t s i n f ancy" . 
I n the v a s t m a j o r i t y of s c h o o l s , h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development 
i m p l i e d a t b e s t the a d d i t i o n of a l i m i t e d amount of r e c e n t european 
** 
h i s t o r y I f anything, c r i t i c i s m s of c u r r i c u l u m content by t e a c h e r s 
Author of a 12 volume h i s t o r y of Germany, he a l s o ran a german 
c u l t u r a l c e n t r e . 
That i n i t s e l f r e p r e s e n t e d a p e r p e t u a t i o n of a l r e a d y o b s o l e t e 
h i s t o r i c a l assumptions s i m u l t a n e o u s l y shown i n the 'era of 
i l l u s i o n ' of i n t e r - w a r diplomacy, whose f a t a l o b s e s s i o n w i t h 
european q u a d r i l l e s has been u n d e r l i n e d by A l b r e c h t - C a r r i e 
(1958) and Barraclough (1967). I t i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g , then, 
as Barraclough has w r i t t e n , t h a t when the Japanese began t h a t 
i n v a s i o n of China which was u l t i m a t e l y to b r i n g the european 
empires c r a s h i n g down, the statesmen and people of B r i t a i n and 
Europe " d i d not r e a l i s e t h a t the second world war had begun". 
(G.R. Barraclough, I n t r o d u c t i o n to contemporary h i s t o r y , 1967, 
27, 8. And see R. A l b r e c h t - C a r r i ^ , Diplomatic h i s t o r y of 
Europe, 1958,385). Nor, apparently, had some h i s t o r i a n s 
r e a l i s e d i t 25 y e a r s l a t e r . (See A.J.P. T a y l o r , O r i g i n s of the 
2nd world war, 2nd e d i t i o n , 1963). 
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themselves focused upon need f o r a more s p e c i f i c , narrower s y l l a b u s , 
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as w i t n e s s e d by correspondence i n H i s t o r y . I n f a c t , the r e a l 
s t o r y of h i s t o r i c a l education i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s before the second 
world war makes dismal reading: an overwhelming, p e r s i s t e n t , 
seemingly i n t r a c t a b l e p e r p e t u a t i o n and r e p e t i t i o n of the l e a r n i n g of 
b r i t i s h - and even more so, e n g l i s h - n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
I n 1905, the Board of Education urged c o n c e n t r a t i o n on "the 
s t r i k i n g q u a l i t i e s of the c e n t r a l f i g u r e s of our own h i s t o r y " ; and 
t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r t h a t a l l e n g l i s h h i s t o r y s i n c e 55 B.C. should be 
s t u d i e d , s t r e s s i n g s u c c e s s f u l wars. L i k e w i s e , the LCC (1911) saw 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y as "the s t a p l e " . Moreover, d e s p i t e some c o n t r a r y 
i n f l u e n c e s , p r e v i o u s l y noted, war appears to have s t i m u l a t e d such 
emphasis. Archer (1916) wrote of B r i t a i n ' s " i n t e l l e c t u a l , moral and 
a e s t h e t i c g r e a t n e s s ... e l i m i n a t i o n of s e l f i s h n e s s " . She was 
" s a c r e d ... consecrated by s a c r i f i c e s " J a r v i s (1917) i n s i s t e d t h a t 
though h i s t o r y should te a c h c h i l d r e n " t h a t t h e r e are a l s o people 
beyond the mountains", nonetheless g e n e r a l h i s t o r y should be avoided. 
There was no world c u l t u r e . The aim was "to t r a c e the development of 
the n a t i o n i n order to g i v e the c h i l d an understanding of our 
n a t i o n a l l i f e today ... a sound knowledge of the e v o l u t i o n of England 
as one of the g r e a t n a t i o n s " . Any other m a t e r i a l s t u d i e d must a i d 
comprehension of t h a t r e a l i t y . The next y e a r , the H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s AGM gave f u r t h e r evidence t h a t although l i p - s e r v i c e was 
p a i d to wider h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m , the war had given g r e a t impetus to 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y and p a t r i o t i c - m o r a l o b j e c t i v e s . I n r e s p e c t of 
s y l l a b u s e s , no speaker mentioned world, a s i a n , japanese, Chinese or 
r u s s i a n h i s t o r y . Toyne, f o r i n s t a n c e , h i m s e l f subsequently to e x e r t 
strong i n f l u e n c e over the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s s y l l a b u s p o l i c y , i n s i s t e d 
t h a t the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r should be " p l a n t i n g i n the h e a r t s of h i s 
p u p i l s the seeds of p a t r i o t i s m and i m p e r i a l i s m " , h e l p i n g to produce a 
new generation a p p r e c i a t i n g "the n a t i o n ' s h i s t o r y , the n a t i o n a l 
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c h a r a c t e r , and the n a t i o n a l g r e a t n e s s " . 
Urgent and p e r s i s t e n t s t r e s s on the t e a c h i n g of e n g l i s h n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y and v a l u e s r e c u r r e d over the next two decades, and though war 
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i s not seen as i t s only cause, the memory of a l i e n t h r e a t and 
n a t i o n a l triumph was s t r o n g . S c o t t (1926) observed t h a t the war was 
"the c h i e f i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y f o r t e a c h i n g n a t i o n a l a n t i p a t h i e s " , 
i n s p i r i n g "a very r e a l emphasis on p a t r i o t i s m i n b r i t i s h education", 
w i t h "the g l o r i f i c a t i o n of h e r o i c deeds of war", p l u s "a narrow 
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n a t i o n a l i s m , a b i a s s e d treatment", i n h i s t o r y textbooks, and c h i l d r e n 
being urged to 'think i m p e r i a l l y ' i n geography l e s s o n s . 1 " ^ 
One source of i n s p i r a t i o n ran through o f f i c i a l channels. The 
Hadow committee (1926) a d v i s e d t h a t " a l l p e r i o d s " of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y 
must be taught, "no l a r g e f a c t o r " omitted, and "the main work of the 
course should be g e n e r a l b r i t i s h h i s t o r y , w i t h some i d e a of i t s world 
s e t t i n g " . The Board of Education's Handbooks (1927, 1937) s t r e s s e d , 
f o r i n s t a n c e , 'great l i v e s ' : a l l 19 l i s t e d were Europeans and 13 were 
E n g l i s h . The main source f o r t e a c h e r s should be "the v a s t 
store-house of e n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e " : not s u r p r i s i n g l y , a l l 16 examples 
given were from b r i t i s h h i s t o r y . J u n i o r c l a s s e s should hear s t o r i e s : 
a l l l i s t e d were b r i t i s h or european. A recommended s y l l a b u s was 
almost e x c l u s i v e l y b r i t i s h h i s t o r y , w i t h some mention of the empire, 
a bare framework of Europe and a note on the USA - but no mention of 
world, a s i a n , a f r i c a n or h i s p a n i c american history."'""1"^ 
P a r a l l e l i n f l u e n c e came from the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , whose 
c o u n c i l (1927) i n s i s t e d t h a t "the proper s u b j e c t ... i s the h i s t o r y 
of our own country", pursued a narrow p u b l i c a t i o n p o l i c y , h e l d a 
r e s t r i c t e d view of what was, or ought to be, of i n t e r e s t to t e a c h e r s 
('notes and news' i n H i s t o r y , 1927-8 l i s t e d " p r e s e r v a t i o n of memorial 
and other documents ... r e p o r t on p a r o c h i a l r e c o r d s ... H i s t o r i c a l 
MSS commission ... PRO Museum ... new O.S. maps ... r e g i o n a l survey 
of the S.W.') and u n w i t t i n g l y r epeatedly encouraged ethnocentrism ( i n 
a 1937 memorandum on textbook i l l u s t r a t i o n s , a l l the examples c i t e d 
were b r i t i s h ) . 
P r e s s u r e came a l s o from books on h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . The 
otherwise e n l i g h t e n e d Hasluck (1920) argued t h a t the s u b j e c t ' s main 
purpose was a c q u i s i t i o n of "important f a c t s r e l e v a n t to the 
development of the human rac e and of our n a t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r " , 
approved of p a t r i o t i c t e a c h i n g , urged t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s be seen i n 
terms of n a t i o n a l i n f l u e n c e , and gave 19 pages to an e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s as a g a i n s t one and a h a l f pages f o r Europe and nothing f o r 
the world h i s t o r y a l s o advocated. F u r t h e r examples may be c i t e d from 
F i r t h (1929) who suggested a wider s y l l a b u s ending, a n n u a l l y , i n 55 
B.C., 1066, 1485 and 1603; and Marten (1938) who d e s p i t e c o n t r a r y 
a s s e r t i o n s i n s i s t e d t h a t "the h i s t o r y of our own i s l a n d " must be "the 
main road" of study, lamented t h a t "the world h i s t o r y we are exhorted 
to teach i n c l u d e s a l l c o u n t r i e s from China to Peru", and i n 148 pages 
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of t e x t o f f e r e d only t h r e e p a s s i n g r e f e r e n c e s beyond B r i t a i n and 
Europe. 
Marten was i n f l u e n t i a l both as h i s t o r y master a t Eton from 1896 
and as a prominent member of the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n c o u n c i l . His 
a t t i t u d e i l l u s t r a t e s the most d i s t u r b i n g a s p e c t of the p e r s i s t e n t 
advocacy of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y : t h a t i t appears to have rep r e s e n t e d 
t e a c h e r s ' views. H i s t o r y i s r e p l e t e w i t h examples. I n 1917, f o r 
example, Miss Howard (co-founder of the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ) 
recommended t h a t when c h i l d r e n were " g e t t i n g t i r e d of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y ... they have done i t f o r y e a r s ... i t i s r e f r e s h i n g to have 
a simple course of european ... a f t e r such a study they came back to 
t h e i r r e g u l a r course of b r i t i s h .. . w i t h f r e s h e r minds .. . But can 
the s c h o l a r s h i p g i r l s spare one of t h e i r f i v e y e a r s f o r european 
h i s t o r y ? " I n a subsequent d i s c u s s i o n between l e a d i n g school t e a c h e r s 
such as Marten, Toyne and Somervell, i t was recommended " t h a t t h e r e 
be t h r e e o u t l i n e p e r i o d s ... and t h a t the p e r i o d s be ... 878-1485, 
1461-1714, 1714-1901", and t h a t e n g l i s h h i s t o r y should be compulsory 
i n s i x t h forms even though " i t may be presumed t h a t they have been 
doing e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ... s i n c e they f i r s t went to school (and) are 
f a i r l y t i r e d of i t " . Miss Morse's 'world h i s t o r y ' s y l l a b u s , c e n t r i n g 
from the 16th century upon B r i t a i n , was c r i t i c i s e d on grounds t h a t i t 
could leave a c h i l d without adequate knowledge of h i s own country. 
Marten (1924) noting t h a t the Board of Education had r e c e n t l y 
s t r e s s e d e n g l i s h h i s t o r y w i t h a n c i l l a r y european m a t e r i a l , confessed 
"most t e a c h e r s w i l l be g r a t e f u l f o r t h i s l i m i t a t i o n " . He l a t e r 
(1928) urged a 'new' h i s t o r y - l o c a l , i n d u s t r i a l and a r c h i t e c t u r a l : 
world h i s t o r y was ignored. I n 1925-6, correspondence comprised 
" I t a l i a n i n f l u e n c e s i n e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ... the b a t t l e i n nav a l 
war ... the p a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of Ludlow ... e n g l i s h 
s o r c e r y ... Lord Howard ... W i l l i a m of Wykeham ... a woman i n a 
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frankpledge t i t h i n g " . 
Evidence of t e a c h e r s ' a t t i t u d e s may be adduced from the repeated 
r e p r i n t i n g of t r a d i t i o n a l n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y textbooks. Edwards' Notes 
on b r i t i s h h i s t o r y (1909) was s t i l l i n use i n scho o l s i n the 1960s 
( s i x e d i t i o n s , two dozen p r e s s i n g s ) . Keatinge's F i r s t h i s t o r y of 
England (1909) ran to f i v e e d i t i o n s by 1939. Marten and C a r t e r ' s 
H i s t o r i e s (1925) was s t i l l i n use i n the 1950s (two dozen p r e s s i n g s ) . 
The House of H i s t o r y s e r i e s (1931) was s t i l l i n use i n the 1960s, 
a f t e r n e a r l y 30 p r e s s i n g s . Oman's Short H i s t o r y of England (1895) 
r e p r i n t e d 10 times by 1903, enjoyed a new e d i t i o n i n 1920. 
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F u r t h e r evidence of t e a c h e r s ' views comes from Bl a k e ' s t h e s i s 
(1934) on h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s . For f i r s t t o t h i r d forms, he suggested a 
' p e r s o n a l i t i e s ' approach r e s t r i c t e d to b r i t i s h h i s t o r y , the aim "a 
rudimentary notion of n a t i o n a l i t y " ; a study of modern Europe; and a 
c i t i z e n s h i p course on c u r r e n t economic problems p l u s c e n t r a l and 
l o c a l government. A l l 12 t o p i c s suggested were b r i t i s h . World 
h i s t o r y was mentioned only t h r e e times i n the t h e s i s , and then f o r 
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purposes of o p p o s i t i o n . 
That appears to have been somewhat r a d i c a l by comparison w i t h 
many s c h o o l s , however. Longden (1972) has u s e f u l l y a n a l y s e d Board of 
Education pamphlets on p u b l i c school c u r r i c u l a 1907-9. At four major 
s c h o o l s , the s y l l a b u s was almost e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y . I n 
only one was adequate time given even to european h i s t o r y . No world 
h i s t o r y was s t u d i e d . "''"'"^  
I n 1923, the Board of Education noted (approvingly) "an unbroken 
course of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " i n " p r a c t i c a l l y a l l secondary s c h o o l s " . 
I n 1926, Hadow remarked t h a t "an o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y of the 
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E n g l i s h ... forms the main f e a t u r e i n almost every s c h o o l " . L e s s 
complacent contemporary opinion was a l s o being v o i c e d , however. 
Power (1921) complained t h a t h i t h e r t o h i s t o r y had "dwelt almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y upon the n a t i o n a l " . C o l l i e r (1920s) d e s p a i r e d of the 
arrogance, "magnificent assumption of v i r t u e and ommiscience", and 
"incomparable s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n " of b r i t i s h e ducators, whose "haughty 
egotism" would "make Alexander, Caesar or Napoleon t u r n p a l e " Dymond 
(1929) noted t h a t the s y l l a b u s of the 1870s governed h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g 
i n many s c h o o l s . Drummond (1929) deplored the l a c k of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
outlook and contemporary emphasis upon p a t r i o t i c h i s t o r y . S t a r r 
(1929) a t t a c k e d the " K i p l i n g a t t i t u d e " i n l e s s o n s . R u s s e l l (1932) 
complained t h a t "almost a l l the t e a c h i n g i s of a s o r t to g l o r i f y 
war". B a i l e y (1933) d e s c r i b e d b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y 
as dominating school s y l l a b u s e s . As l a t e as 1938, Wells was ac c u s i n g 
s c h o o l s of poisoning c h i l d r e n ' s minds through e x p l o i t a t i o n of 
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"worn-out" n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
Evidence comes a l s o from t e a c h e r s ' c o n t r i b u t i o n s to H i s t o r y . 
One p r e p a r a t o r y school t e a c h e r (1917) a s s e r t e d : "We want the boys to 
know the o u t l i n e s of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . That was achieved through 
c l a s s - r e a d i n g of Shakespeare's h i s t o r i c a l p l a y s and C a r t e r ' s 
O u t l i n e s ; and w r i t i n g down and l e a r n i n g d e t a i l s of a l l e n g l i s h 
monarchs, "wives, c h i l d r e n , laws, p a r l i a m e n t s , important men and 
events ... arc h b i s h o p s , prime m i n i s t e r s and j u s t i c i a r s ... 
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regiments ... famous s h i p s w i t h t h e i r owners". S i m i l a r l y , a p u b l i c 
school t e a c h e r (1925) d e s c r i b e d forms one to four studying e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y 1066-1485 each year, and f i v e to e i g h t studying England 
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1485-1800 each y e a r : he claimed an i n t e r e s t i n 'The R i s e of Man' . 
Even i n September 1939, when the japanese army had been occupying 
much of northern China f o r e i g h t y e a r s , a major i n v a s i o n was 26 
months o l d , and a t h r e a t to world order no l e s s than t h a t i n Europe 
p r e v a i l e d , a t e a c h e r i n a l a r g e secondary school seemed to f i n d 
a c c e p t a b l e a h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s comprising the c l a s s i c a l world; B r i t a i n 
and Europe to 1500, emphasising l o c a l h i s t o r y ; B r i t a i n and Europe to 
1789; B r i t a i n 1714 onwards; 18th century B r i t a i n ; and B r i t a i n and 
Europe 1 7 8 3 - 1 9 1 4 . 1 1 9 
The s i t u a t i o n was n e a t l y summed up by the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
i n 1933: " E n g l i s h schools t e a c h e n g l i s h h i s t o r y from the roman 
occupation to the opening of the 20th century. I t i s becoming u s u a l 
to p r e f a c e t h i s ... w i t h an o u t l i n e of pre and a n c i e n t h i s t o r y and to 
i n c l u d e ... r e f e r e n c e to the main movements of european h i s t o r y " . 
W h i l s t "more enlig h t e n e d " persons sought some european h i s t o r y , "the 
g e n e r a l p u b l i c expects i t s c h i l d r e n to l e a r n the o u t l i n e s of e n g l i s h 
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h i s t o r y " : t h i s was a l s o r e q u i r e d by "custom". 
Modern s c h o l a r s have added f u r t h e r d e t a i l s to the pre-war 
p i c t u r e . Dobson (1950) detected an a t t i t u d e "too u n c r i t i c a l i n i t s 
eulogy of b r i t i s h t r a d i t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s " . A pre-war t e a c h e r 
and HMI, Strong (1964) r e c o l l e c t e d "a p u r e l y c h r o n o l o g i c a l account of 
the growth of the b r i t i s h s t a t e ... dreary annals of n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c s ... i n almost complete detachment from the european and 
world s e t t i n g " , which "took no account of the h i s t o r y of other 
peoples, except where the i s l a n d n a t i o n happened to touch them". 
Cook (1970) concluded t h a t the " e s s e n t i a l framework ... remained 
... a study of i n s u l a r a f f a i r s " . E l l i o t t (1975) reported t h a t of 88 
r e p o r t s on secondary schools s t u d i e d , 86 followed o u t l i n e s of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y , and concluded t h a t " a t a l l l e v e l s and i n a l l types of 
s c h o o l s the important knowledge was adjudged to be the o u t l i n e s of 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " . L i k e w i s e , Longden (1972) a s s e r t e d t h a t " s c h o o l s 
t e a c h i n g a thorough-going course of world h i s t o r y were notable 
c h i e f l y by t h e i r s i n g u l a r i t y ... the v a s t m a j o r i t y of 
t e a c h e r s ... were g e n e r a l l y q u i t e content to continue with the o l d , 
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f a m i l i a r s y l l a b u s of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . 
* 
A ' c o n c e n t r i c ' s y l l a b u s . 
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Study by the w r i t e r of HMI r e p o r t s between 1911 and 1930 on 56 
s c h o o l s of v a r y i n g types i n s e v e r a l c o u n t i e s has added to the 
evidence i n t h i s r e s p e c t , and m e r i t s d e t a i l e d a t t e n t i o n . The r e p o r t s 
i n d i c a t e an overwhelming dominance of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i n school 
s y l l a b u s e s between the wars. A m i l i t a r y c o l l e g e (1911) r e q u i r e d 
candidates to have s t u d i e d no h i s t o r y "other than than of England". A 
London secondary school (1923) s t u d i e d only e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , p l u s 
european events "as and when they i n f l u e n c e events i n England". A 
Surrey p u b l i c school (1922) covered "the whole course of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y " i n the f i r s t form, followed by e n g l i s h s o c i a l h i s t o r y , then 
"the whole s t o r y of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " again. I n a W i l t s h i r e p u b l i c 
school (1924) boys l e a r n e d e n g l i s h h i s t o r y only, "the whole s t o r y 
from e a r l i e s t times to the p r e s e n t day". A Y o r k s h i r e secondary school 
(1926) had a f o u r - y e a r course of which t w o - t h i r d s was e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y , followed by a f i f t h year devoted to England 1603-1815. A 
South S h i e l d s secondary school (1927) taught four y e a r s of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y , p l u s "an o c c a s i o n a l b r i e f e x c u r s i o n i n t o c o n t i n e n t a l 
a f f a i r s " . A London p u b l i c school (1928) o f f e r e d "a d e t a i l e d course of 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y w i t h the 17th and 18th c e n t u r i e s repeated". I n a 
northern boarding school (1929) no s y l l a b u s content other than 
b r i t i s h h i s t o r y was mentioned. A Northumberland grammar school 
r e s t r i c t e d lower forms to a " g e n e r a l o u t l i n e of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " . A 
London independent s c h o o l ' s new s y l l a b u s (1929) began w i t h world 
h i s t o r y (probably c l a s s i c a l ) then gave four y e a r s of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
and s o c i a l s t u d i e s . A London endowed s c h o o l ' s p u p i l s (1929) l e a r n e d 
only e n g l i s h h i s t o r y f o r f i v e y e a r s . I n a Y o r k s h i r e p r e p a r a t o r y 
school (1930) the s y l l a b u s covered e n g l i s h h i s t o r y twice-over; i n 
another i n London (1930) work was " p r a c t i c a l l y confined to e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y " . A London p u b l i c s c h o o l ' s s y l l a b u s (1930) was over two 
t h i r d s e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ( c r i t i c i s e d as i n s u f f i c i e n t by HMI). A London 
independent school (1930) taught almost e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
e a r l i e s t times to 19th century, r e l i e v e d only by some european or 
c l a s s i c a l f o r some boys. I n a London p r i v a t e school (1930) "no p l a c e 
i s found f o r a n c i e n t h i s t o r y , european h i s t o r y nor even b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y a f t e r 1688". G i r l s i n a London v o l u n t a r y school (1930) began 
wi t h e n g l i s h s o c i a l h i s t o r y and the l i v e s of g r e a t Englishmen, then a 
year of c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y followed by four y e a r s i n which "the 
o u t l i n e s of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y from 410 to the outbreak of the g r e a t war 
are taken i n s u c c e s s i v e p e r i o d i c d i v i s i o n s " , w h i l s t european matter 
was " t r e a t e d i n c i d e n t a l l y " . A London endowed school (1930) "provides 
abundantly f o r the h i s t o r y of England, but i s c l e a r l y d e f i c i e n t i n 
r e s p e c t of european h i s t o r y " . A London GPDST school (1930) claimed 
to f o l l o w an e n g l i s h and european course: i t s dates were 55 BC-1485 
1485-1660, 1660-1914. A Bath boarding s c h o o l ' s (1930) s y l l a b u s of 
elementary world and l o c a l h i s t o r y , followed by four y e a r s of e n g l i s h 
and european, 1066 onwards, then e n g l i s h p l u s e i t h e r european or 
greek h i s t o r y , p l e a s e d HMI. A Jarrow secondary school (1930) o f f e r e d 
elementary c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y , then "a c o n s e c u t i v e course of b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y " . A s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n p r e v a i l e d i n a Newcastle convent. Two 
Somerset boarding s c h o o l s (1930) r e s p e c t i v e l y made a four-year study 
of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y up to 1900, followed by a f i f t h year of England 
1485-1914, "with some r e f e r e n c e to european a f f a i r s " ; and a study of 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 55 B.C.-1485, repeated t h r e e times over. A 
Warwickshire church school (1930) pursued a t h r e e - y e a r course i n 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y followed by e n g l i s h and e i t h e r european or c l a s s i c a l 
h i s t o r y . A grammar school i n the same county, a f t e r studying e a r l y 
man, spent t h r e e y e a r s on B r i t a i n to 1921, w i t h a f i f t h year on 
b r i t i s h empire h i s t o r y . F i n a l l y , i n a Blackpool secondary school 
(1930) the lower school had e n g l i s h and european h i s t o r y ( i n c l u d i n g 
the i n v e s t i t u r e c o n t e s t w i t h 11 year o l d s ) and the uppers s t u d i e d the 
p e r i o d 1485-1660. A p p r o p r i a t e l y , perhaps, the Head was a Miss 
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Brodie. 
I f , then, too much should not be made of developments i n t h i s 
p e r i o d ; and i f such developments as t h e r e were were almost t o t a l l y 
e c l i p s e d by e n g l i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y ; then i t may be p e r t i n e n t 
b r i e f l y to c o n s i d e r i n what ways the study of t h a t n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y 
was modifying. I t was, a f t e r a l l , o s t e n s i b l y a p e r i o d of expansion, 
as w i t n e s s e d by the growth of the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n from 1906 
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and of i t s house j o u r n a l H i s t o r y from 1916 (1913). For i n s t a n c e , 
w h i l s t p u p i l s s i t t i n g 'highers' ( a l l s u b j e c t s ) i n c r e a s e d from 3183 i n 
1920 to 12,350 i n 1932, those o f f e r i n g h i s t o r y i n c r e a s e d from 472 
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(14.8%) to 4015 ( 3 2 . 5 % ) . 
I t i s suggested, i n f a c t , t h a t the mainstream of development 
centr e d upon, not 'world' or ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' h i s t o r y , but ' h i s t o r y 
f o r c i t i z e n s h i p ' - and t h a t such focus l e d i n e x o r a b l y to i n t e n s i f i e d 
emphasis upon the minutiae of n a t i o n a l l i f e . Advocacy may be t r a c e d 
from e a r l y y e a r s : S t e e l e (1974) has shown i t s p e r s i s t e n c e i n the 
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decades a f t e r 1870. I n 1911, i t was s t r e s s e d by both the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n and the LCC. I n 1914, i n an a r t i c l e 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y e n t i t l e d 'History and n a t i o n a l l i f e ' , one t e a c h e r 
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i n s i s t e d i t s purpose was "to make good c i t i z e n s ... f o r the mass of 
the n a t i o n to make i t s e l f competent to judge a candidate". 
Reinforcement followed war's traumas. Archer (1916) l i n k e d h i s t o r y 
f o r c i t i z e n s h i p w i t h views of h i s t o r y as a p a t t e r n of p r o g r e s s and of 
m o r a l i t y . F i r t h (1919) saw school h i s t o r y as "to f i t boys and g i r l s 
f o r the d u t i e s of c i t i z e n s h i p , by g i v i n g them some knowledge of t h e i r 
own country". HMI Hankin (1932) b e l i e v e d s y l l a b u s e s should be "based 
on the needs of the f u t u r e c i t i z e n , v o t e r , worker". Newton (1932) 
saw as an e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e of c i t i z e n s h i p the study of r e c e n t 
domestic p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y . Walker (1935) l i n k e d c i t i z e n s h i p , "high 
moral purpose", and p a t r i o t i s m . I t was a l s o s t r o n g l y advocated by 
the Board of Education (1923, 1937) and was regarded as of "supreme 
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importance" by the l e a d e r s of the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1938. 
I t i s accepted t h a t ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' need not, i p s o f a c t o , have 
encouraged the e x c l u s i o n of 'wider-world' content. Hubback and Simon 
(1932) urged education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p i n c l u d i n g "knowledge of the 
broad ... f a c t s of the modern world": and w i t h such i n mind Simon 
founded the A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Education i n C i t i z e n s h i p (1934). A l l too 
o f t e n , however, the emphasis was ' B r i t i s h government and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n ' : F l a v e l l ' s secondary l e v e l C i t i z e n and the modern 
world (1937) i n c l u d e d 53 pages on e n g l i s h l o c a l government. The 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y recommended (1926) t h a t secondary 
school h i s t o r y was " p r i m a r i l y to f i t the c h i l d f o r c i t i z e n s h i p " 
through s e l e c t i o n of " i n c i d e n t s and m a t e r i a l s (giving) understanding 
of the s o c i e t y i n which they l i v e (and) i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s " , thus 
h e l p i n g c h i l d r e n a c q u i r e " s t r o n g and educated f e e l i n g f o r , and 
i n t e r e s t i n , the l i f e of the community ... even though f i n e and 
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b e a u t i f u l a s p e c t s of the world's s t o r y are being n e g l e c t e d " . 
The ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' a s p i r a t i o n underlay c o n s i d e r a b l e developments 
i n s o c i a l , economic, l o c a l , environmental and ' s o c i a l s t u d i e s ' 
h i s t o r y going beyond p r e s e n t concerns, but m e r i t i n g b r i e f a t t e n t i o n 
as d i v e r s i o n s from the need to broaden s y l l a b u s e s - indeed, as 
f a c t o r s r e i n f o r c i n g the e x i s t i n g narrow n a t i o n a l emphasis. To Cook 
(1970) they r e p r e s e n t e d "acceptance of an e s s e n t i a l l y i n s u l a r 
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c u r r i c u l u m " . They were a l s o c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to the r a p i d i n c r e a s e 
i n study of ' s o c i a l s c i e n c e 1 from the l a t e r 19th century, i n s p i r e d by 
such as B e r r (c.1900) who saw h i s t o r y as the f i r s t stage of an a l l -
encompassing s o c i a l s c i e n c e ; and the American S o c i a l S c i e n c e Research 
C o u n c i l from the 1920's, which saw i t as the handmaiden of the s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e s and, by c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t i n g h i s t o r i a n s w i t h economists, 
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s o c i o l o g i s t s and p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t s , helped promote sharp i n c r e a s e 
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i n the study of s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y i n the USA. 
E n g l i s h l o c a l h i s t o r y ' s r o o t s reached back to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of the S o c i e t y of A n t i q u a r i e s , 1707, p l u s the county h i s t o r i e s and 
a n t i q u a r i a n s o c i e t i e s between 1700 and 1850. I t was given impetus by 
the 1783 e d i t i o n of Domesday and the foundation of the B r i t i s h 
Archaeology A s s o c i a t i o n , 1844. By 1914, every county had a t l e a s t 
one l o c a l h i s t o r y s o c i e t y , much of the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y was 
p u b l i s h e d , and the H i s t o r i c a l Manuscripts Commission's a r c h i v e had 
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been b u i l t up. From 1900, c a l l s arose f o r i t s i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o 
school s y l l a b u s e s . I n p a r t i c u l a r , such as J a r v i s (1917) F i n d l e y 
(1923) and Blake (1934) s p e c i f i c a l l y advocated l o c a l m a t e r i a l to 
i l l u m i n a t e and e n l i v e n n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y ; w h i l s t the co-founder of the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , Rachel Reid, c l e a r l y saw l o c a l h i s t o r y as an 
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a s p e c t of education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p (1934) . 
These r e c u r r e n t c a l l s p a r a l l e l e d e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r developments. 
I n the USA, between the foundation of the l o c a l H i s t o r y S o c i e t i e s 
Conference i n 1904 and the American S o c i e t y f o r S t a t e and L o c a l 
H i s t o r y i n 1940, over 1,000 s o c i e t i e s sprang up. I n B r i t a i n , the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s v i l l a g e h i s t o r y committee was formed i n 
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1925 , which by the 1930s was i n f l u e n c i n g branches nationwide, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y where th e r e were a c t i v e u n i v e r s i t y departments, as a t 
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Durham, L i v e r p o o l , Southampton, Manchester and London. 
Between the wars, then, i n f l u e n c e d by u n i v e r s i t i e s , the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of S o c i a l S e r v i c e ' s 
l o c a l h i s t o r y committee and LEAs such as L a n c a s h i r e and Manchester, 
133 
the approach began to p e n e t r a t e s c h o o l s and a d u l t education. 
As w i t h l o c a l h i s t o r y , w i t h which they share a f r e q u e n t l y c l o s e 
a f f i n i t y , both s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y have developed s t r o n g l y i n 
b r i t i s h s c h o o l s and u n i v e r s i t i e s s i n c e the 19th century, as shown by 
the foundation of the London School of Economics (1895) the 
departments of economic h i s t o r y a t Manchester and Nottingham (1910, 
1928) the Economic H i s t o r y S o c i e t y (1927) and the Economic H i s t o r y 
Review (1934). Cambridge's f i r s t c h a i r of economic h i s t o r y was taken 
by Clapham i n 1928, whose 'Economic h i s t o r y as a d i s c i p l i n e ' was 
f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n the Encyclopaedia of the S o c i a l S c i e n c e s (1932). 
I n f l u e n c e i n the d i s c i p l i n e ' s spread was e x e r t e d by a s e r i e s of major 
academic works, whose u n y i e l d i n g c o n c e n t r a t i o n on the minutiae of 
L a t e r the l o c a l h i s t o r y committee. 
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134 domestic socio-economic h i s t o r y i s ev i d e n t . P r e s s u r e f o r the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of s o c i a l or economic t o p i c s i n t o s c h o ol c u r r i c u l a , seen 
i n 1923 as "one of the most s t r i k i n g r e c e n t developments i n a l l 
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c l a s s e s of s c h o o l s " , was exe r t e d by Hadow, the Board, the 
Examinations C o u n c i l and the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , b e s i d e s many 
i n d i v i d u a l w r i t e r s . 
I n summary, h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n sch o o l s during the century's 
f i r s t four decades remained o b s t i n a t e l y n a t i o n a l i n content. T h i s 
r e f l e c t e d moral, developmental and p r o g r e s s i v e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l -
p o l i t i c a l views i n h e r i t e d from 19th century s c i e n t i s m and passed on 
by the u n i v e r s i t i e s , the E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review and other media. 
Some advocacy of wider s y l l a b u s content has been t r a c e d but i t was 
l i m i t e d i n scope and even more so i n a p p l i c a t i o n . L i t t l e movement 
towards world h i s t o r y as such has been d i s c e r n e d , and v i r t u a l l y none 
towards the h i s t o r y of non-european a r e a s . Even i n the case of 
european h i s t o r y , where t h e r e was some i n t e r e s t , e s p e c i a l l y i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h contemporary h i s t o r y , i t was c l e a r l y subordinate to 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y i n the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of s c h o o l s . Some spread of 
education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p , l o c a l h i s t o r y , and socio-economic h i s t o r y 
has been i d e n t i f i e d , but they again tended to i n t e n s i f y c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
upon the d e t a i l s of e n g l i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
That n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , moreover, remained overwhelmingly 
p o l i t i c a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and c o n s e c u t i v e i n emphasis, and was taught 
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i n such a way as to ensure the memorisation of ' e s s e n t i a l ' f a c t s . 
E l l i o t t ' s p r i n c i p a l r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g (1975) was t h a t the c e n t r a l 
o b j e c t i v e was "simple t r a n s m i s s i o n of knowledge", and t h a t "the 
s u b j e c t matter ... was chosen ... because i t was considered to be 
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important knowledge ... to a s s i m i l a t e " . The a t t i t u d e of the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n (1926) t h a t " t h e r e should be a d e f i n i t e 
framework of knowledge i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l sequence", r e p r e s e n t e d the 
views and p r a c t i c e of the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of t e a c h e r s . I n 1927, the 
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s only comment on t e a c h e r s beginning formal c o n s e c u t i v e 
s t u d i e s w i t h n i n e - y e a r - o l d s was t h a t the s t a r t i n g age should be ten. 
Prominent i n the a s s o c i a t i o n was Eton's s e n i o r h i s t o r y master and 
i n f l u e n t i a l t e x t book w r i t e r , C.H.K. Marten, who i n s i s t e d (1924) on 
"more strenuous knowledge both of f a c t s and da t e s " . He t r a i n e d 
c h i l d r e n to r e c i t e the dates of a l l e n g l i s h monarchs s i n c e 1066 i n 
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under a minute: the re c o r d was 25 seconds. 
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Chapter Four: The t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n B r i t a i n from 1940 to the 
p r e s e n t day, w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to wider-world h i s t o r y . 
Any study of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g s i n c e 1940 must begin w i t h the 
second world war's impact upon c u r r i c u l u m t h i n k i n g i n general"'' and 
the t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r . During t h a t war and the 
f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d of i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e n s i o n t h e r e developed world-wide 
a miasmic f e e l i n g , t h a t mankind stood on the b r i n k . That s e n s a t i o n 
induced an atmosphere of "wary d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t " among h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r s everywhere, and c a l l s f o r "an e n t i r e l y new approach to the 
2 
problem of the p l a c e of h i s t o r y and h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n s c h o o l s " . 
One important product was f u r t h e r impetus to the ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' 
s c h o o l . I n 1944, f o r i n s t a n c e , the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n a s s e r t e d 
t h a t ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' should grow from the whole course: i f not, i t was 
3 
an e d u c a t i o n a l f a i l u r e . 
4 
As p r e v i o u s l y noted, t h a t approach can l e a d to e x c e s s i v e 
domestic h i s t o r y emphasis, and s e v e r a l post-war school-books have 
5 
viewed ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' i n e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . To 
some, on the other hand, ' c i t i z e n s h i p ' c l e a r l y came to imply wider 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s as a r e s u l t of war. Brimble and May's S o c i a l s t u d i e s 
and world c i t i z e n s h i p was i s s u e d i n 1943, w h i l s t the C o u n c i l f o r 
C urriculum Reform, c h a i r e d by Lauwerys, i n s i s t e d (1945) t h a t 
' s o c i a l l y r e l e v a n t ' education must o f f e r e f f e c t i v e t r a i n i n g f o r world 
c i t i z e n s h i p . ^ I n t e r n a t i o n a l opinion concurred. One American (1946) 
urged t h a t c i t i z e n s h i p education r e q u i r e d " s e n s i t i v e understanding of 
f a r - f l u n g peoples, c u l t u r e s and p l a c e s " : w h i l s t Europeans (1949-1951) 
r e s p e c t i v e l y proclaimed t h a t "man i s r e c o g n i s i n g h i m s e l f as u n i v e r s a l 
i n behaviour ... p a r t of a world which i s a u n i f i e d whole"; and t h a t 
the war had made imp e r a t i v e "a review of h i s t o r y which must a l s o be 
7 
some s o r t of s e l f - e x a m i n a t i o n on the p a r t of mankind". 
Such arguments r e f l e c t e d a major e d u c a t i o n a l consequence of the 
w o r l d - c o m p l e x i t i e s of the war and post-war p e r i o d s , namely a r a p i d 
growth of awareness of urgency i n promoting world understandings, 
e s p e c i a l l y through the medium of s c h ool h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a . 
D i s t i n g u i s h e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of more t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s 
c a l l e d (1940, 1943) f o r a broadening of h o r i z o n s to promote a sense 
g 
of common humanity. The Oxford U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , whose 13 'world 
problems' pamphlets as l a t e as 1939 betrayed strong eurocentrism, 
q u i c k l y added seven more, i n c l u d i n g two on the USA and two on E a s t 
9 
A s i a . By 1953, H i l l was c l a i m i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l interdependence to 
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have been " d r i v e n i n t o men's minds and h e a r t s by the t e r r i b l e 
argument of war . 
Developing i n t e r e s t i n R u s s i a was one m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the 
growing demand f o r e x t r a - n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s . Having seen 
need f o r only t h r e e a r t i c l e s on R u s s i a s i n c e 1916, H i s t o r y p u b l i s h e d 
t h r e e more between 1943 and 1948, w h i l s t the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
produced a pamphlet (1947) on t e a c h i n g r u s s i a n h i s t o r y . " ^ Movement 
towards american h i s t o r y was even more n o t i c e a b l e . A s o c i e t y to 
promote anglo-american s t u d i e s was s e t up i n 1941, and the same y e a r 
saw a Board of Education pamphlet on t e a c h i n g american h i s t o r y . 
School books on America became more common, and the H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n , though s t i l l s e n s i n g " l i t t l e scope" f o r american 
h i s t o r y , p u b l i s h e d two pamphlets i n 1942. An a r t i c l e on r e c e n t 
h i s t o r y school-books i n March 1942, a f t e r the U.S. war d e c l a r a t i o n , 
reviewed more t i t l e s on North America than on B r i t a i n , the empire and 
Europe together. Three a r t i c l e s on t e a c h i n g american h i s t o r y were 
p u b l i s h e d i n H i s t o r y i n the next four y e a r s (one noting t e a c h e r s were 
being "exhorted upon a l l s i d e s " to introduce the s u b j e c t ) and an 
a s s o c i a t i o n l e a f l e t i n 1947. The B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n f o r American 
S t u d i e s was founded i n 1955. U n i v e r s i t y c h a i r s i n american h i s t o r y 
i n c r e a s e d from one i n 1945 to s i x i n 1970, by which date every 
u n i v e r s i t y taught i t . U.S. h i s t o r y was o f f e r e d as an option a t both 
'0' and 'A' l e v e l . I n 1978, C e n t r a l London P o l y t e c h n i c opened a 
t e a c h e r s ' r e s o u r c e s c e n t r e and i n 1975 the p r e s i d e n t of the American 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n noted the e x t e n t to which american s t u d i e s , 
12 
i n c l u d i n g h i s t o r y , were " i n c r e a s i n g l y a c t i v a t e d i n B r i t a i n " . Nor 
was i n t e r e s t confined to USA h i s t o r y . A s i g n i f i c a n t , i f s m a l l - s c a l e 
13 
awareness of the v a l u e of south american h i s t o r y began to grow. 
C l o s e l y r e l a t e d to wider-world i d e a s was continued advocacy of 
contemporary h i s t o r y , again c l e a r l y i n f l u e n c e d by war and c o l d war. 
Even i n 1940, one observer claimed t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r y to have been 
"wiped out", and suggested t e a c h i n g 12 t o p i c s thrown up by the 
14 
war - one on E a s t A s i a . A f t e r the war, the pace i n c r e a s e d , and 
advocacy both f o r academic study and f o r school s y l l a b u s e s has been 
* 
A l l 11 t i t l e s reviewed i n the p r e v i o u s a r t i c l e s (Sept 1941) were 
on B r i t a i n and Europe. 
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noted from v a r i o u s q u a r t e r s , b r i t i s h and american. The NUT b e l i e v e d 
i t " v i t a l " , 1 5 an awareness both r e f l e c t e d and promoted by the 
I n s t i t u t e of Contemporary H i s t o r y (1964) w i t h i t s J o u r n a l (1966-on); 
the A s s o c i a t i o n of Contemporary H i s t o r i a n s (1967); Reading 
U n i v e r s i t y ' s graduate school of contemporary european s t u d i e s ; and, 
abroad, such as the Hoover I n s t i t u t e , the I n s t i t u t e d ' h i s t o i r e des 
r e l a t i o n s i n t e r n a t i o n a l e s contemporaines, and the I n s t i t u t f u r 
Z e i t g e s c h i c h t e . 
As to development of contemporary h i s t o r y i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s , 
the most vigorous prophet s i n c e the e a r l y 1960s has been Heater. 
His p a r t i c u l a r importance, though c o r r e c t l y c a u t i o n i n g a g a i n s t 
assumptions of synonymity, has been c l o s e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the 
* 
u l t i m a t e purposes of contemporary and world h i s t o r y , a c a l l f o r the 
s u b j e c t i n s c h o o l s to strengthen i n t e r n a t i o n a l understandings and 
repeated condemnation of i n s u l a r , a n g l o c e n t r i c h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m -
messages disseminated through a v a r i e t y of p u b l i c a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
h i s World S t u d i e s (1980) and i n r o l e as a prominent 
16 
teacher-educator. 
Awareness of the importance f o r h i s t o r i c a l education of the 
l i n k a g e between world and contemporary h i s t o r y , the product not only 
of p o l i t i c a l economic i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s on a foundation of 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l advance, e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the 1930s , but a l s o of 
h o l i s t i c p e r c e p t i o n s of contemporary c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e expressed by 
17 
such as Benedict (1935) and Campbell (1962, 1965) has not, however, 
^ b r o a d c a s t by Heater alone. Hales (1966) an HMI and advocate of world 
h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , observed t h a t "20th century h i s t o r y ijs world 
h i s t o r y ... i f our p u p i l s a re to be educated i n r e c e n t 
h i s t o r y ... they have to be educated i n world h i s t o r y " . L y a l l (1967) 
saw contemporary h i s t o r y ' s p o p u l a r i t y as "a y a r d s t i c k f o r the 
p r e v a l e n c e of a world view ... r e c e n t events are i n s e p a r a b l e from 
t h e i r g l o b a l s e t t i n g " . HMI (1967) i n s i s t e d t h a t " i t i s by way of 
these new 20th century s y l l a b u s e s t h a t some p u p i l s are beginning to 
g a i n an i n t r o d u c t i o n to world h i s t o r y ... 20th century h i s t o r y is 
world h i s t o r y ... i t appears to be p r o v i d i n g the c a t a l y s t by which 
18 
the i n s u l a r i t y of our s y l l a b u s e s may be d i s s o l v e d " . 
* 
U n l i k e the I n s t i t u t e of Contemporary H i s t o r y , founded s p e c i a l l y 
to promote r e s e a r c h i n t o 20th century Europe 
(See J . Contemporary H i s t . , 1,1966, p r e f a c e ) . 
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Perhaps the most i n f l u e n t i a l a r t i c u l a t i o n came from the german 
h i s t o r y s p e c i a l i s t Barraclough, whose I n t r o d u c t i o n to contemporary 
h i s t o r y (1964) enjoyed f i v e r e p r i n t s and a paperback e d i t i o n i n a 
decade. "We l i v e today i n a world d i f f e r e n t i n almost a l l i t s b a s i c 
p r e c o n d i t i o n s from the world i n which Bismarck l i v e d and d i e d ... 
contemporary h i s t o r y i s ... world h i s t o r y and ... the f o r c e s shaping 
i t cannot be understood u n l e s s we are prepared to accept world-wide 
p e r s p e c t i v e s " . Such h i s t o r y must begin with study of s c i e n t i f i c , 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l and i n d u s t r i a l change, through which the world had 
become c l o s e l y i n t e r l o c k e d . P o l i t i c a l consequences, namely 
i m p e r i a l i s m , had been world-wide and had provoked the cent u r y ' s 
dominant theme, the Revolt A g a i n s t the West, i n s p i r e d by R u s s i a and 
Japan, but most e v i d e n t l y manifested by the p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l 
renascence of China. Thus the key dates i n contemporary world h i s t o r y 
were not 1914, 1919, 1939 and 1945, but 1895, 1917, 1941 and 1 9 4 9 . 1 9 
The impact upon school c u r r i c u l a of the contemporary h i s t o r y 
argument was shown by the development of a p p r o p r i a t e examination 
20 
s y l l a b u s e s and the p u b l i c a t i o n of s e v e r a l textbook s e r i e s i n c l u d i n g 
M u l l e r ' s Awakening World (1966-7) which opened w i t h Macartney i n 
21 
Peking, and Faber's 21-volume World outlook ( l a t e r 1960s) w r i t t e n 
22 
by such as Henderson and K i n g - H a l l . Opinions as to the s u c c e s s of 
the contemporary h i s t o r y d r i v e have been noted from a range of 
o b s e r v e r s . ^ 
But i n t e r e s t i n contemporary world h i s t o r y r e p r e s e n t e d one face 
of a world-wide movement towards ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' i n t e r e s t s and 
a c t i v i t i e s , i n which b r i t i s h statesmen, s c h o l a r s and t e a c h e r s have 
been prominent. 
The war a c c e l e r a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l cooperation through such as 
Unesco, U n i c e f , UNRWA, the FAO and other o r g a n i s a t i o n s . Thus, whereas 
between 1840-49 an annual average of one i n t e r n a t i o n a l congress was 
h e l d and only 1413 between 1815 and 1899, w i t h 100 per annum 1900-9, 
by 1961 the annual t o t a l was 5166. I n 1906, 169 non-governmental 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s had i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i n k s ( a l l c o u n t r i e s ) . S i x t y y e a r s 
l a t e r , t h e r e were 200 governmental and over 1500 non-governmental 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , a t l e a s t 150 of which (over 100 i n 
B r i t a i n ) c o n s c i o u s l y promoted education f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
24 
understanding. 
More c a t h o l i c p e r s p e c t i v e s were encouraged by the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c h o o l s and c o l l e g e s from 1924, but p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a f t e r the second war. One of t h r e e h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s f o r t h e i r 
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b a c c a l a u r e a t (1963-on) c o n s t i t u t e d an important s m a l l s t e p towards 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s , comprising a two-year study of contemporary 
world h i s t o r y , one of i t s e i g h t s e c t i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h the F a r E a s t 
(China 3% of the t o t a l ) preceded by a p r e s e n t a t i o n of western 
c u l t u r e s i n counterpoint to a f r o - a s i a n , i n c l u d i n g China (5% of the 
25 
t o t a l ) . 
Not only i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c h o o l s , however, but a c r o s s the 
e d u c a t i o n a l spectrum, examples could be c i t e d , world-wide, of growing 
commitment to broader p e r s p e c t i v e s : 40 courses i n v o l v i n g 3,000 
t e a c h e r s h e l d i n Denmark i n 1963 on te a c h i n g about the o r i e n t ; a 
german t e a c h e r s ' union c o n s u l t i n g w i t h a s i a n educators on how to 
develop a s i a n h i s t o r y i n german s c h o o l s , d e c l a r i n g i t s e l f "eager to 
do e v e r y t h i n g to acquaint german t e a c h e r s w i t h the h i s t o r i c a l and 
c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s of a s i a n l i f e " ; 16 t e l e v i s i o n and r a d i o programmes 
on world h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e broadcast i n Japan i n 1964; b e l g i a n 
t e a c h e r s a s k i n g t h a t "non-european c i v i l i s a t i o n s ... should be 
r e g u l a r l y d e a l t w i t h i n lessons' ... i n a broadly u n i v e r s a l , 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l and human s p i r i t " ; and many o t h e r s . 
Developments i n the USA were p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t . S t a t e s 
such as Ohio and Nebraska d e c l a r e d d i r e c t i n t e r e s t i n education f o r a 
world s o c i e t y ; P h i l a d e l p h i a concentrated on East-West education f o r 
t e a c h e r s ; Los Angeles sponsored s c o r e s of i n t e r c u l t u r a l conferences; 
a N a t i o n a l Education A s s o c i a t i o n f i l m on i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding 
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was used by 100,000 U.S. t e a c h e r s (1958) . I n 1966, an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
E ducation A c t was passed. I n t e r e s t i n A s i a was n o t i c e a b l y l i v e l y . 
Wilson (1946) observed i n r e s p e c t o f t h a t c o n t i n e n t t h a t "there can 
no longer be argument over the n e c e s s i t y of ( p u p i l s ) being w e l l 
informed"; w h i l s t Arndt and E v e r e t t (1951) c a l l e d f o r s t u d i e s 
embracing "the gr e a t peoples of the world, w i t h s p e c i a l emphasis on 
... R u s s i a , China and I n d i a " . Dean (1956) i n s i s t e d "A program of 
non-western s t u d i e s ... i s not a luxur y : i t i s a n e c e s s i t y " . T h i s 
should b r i n g out "the r i c h c o n t r i b u t i o n to world c i v i l i s a t i o n " of 
28 
I n d i a and China. S i m i l a r l y , though g e n e r a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e , 
o c c a s i o n a l a r t i c l e s i n the i n f l u e n t i a l American H i s t o r i c a l Review 
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drew a t t e n t i o n to the need f o r broader a p p r e c i a t i o n s . Holborn 
(1968) prophesied t h a t " u l t i m a t e l y a l l h i s t o r i c a l study w i l l have to 
D i r e c t e d by P e a r l Buck. 
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be r e l a t e d to the understanding of u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y from which i t 
w i l l r e c e i v e i t s sense of f i n a l d i r e c t i o n " ; and Van Kley (1971) 
s t r o n g l y supported a p e r s p e c t i v e " t h a t embraces the e n t i r e human 
community and ... transc e n d s n a t i o n a l , r e l i g i o u s , and c u l t u r a l 
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boundaries". C e r t a i n textbooks must a l s o have had i n f l u e n c e . A 
survey of 306 american s o c i a l s t u d i e s textbooks (1977) found t h a t , 
although e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y was widespread, 97 of the books d i s p l a y e d an 
' a s i a n - c e n t r e d ' a t t i t u d e , p r e s e n t i n g a s i a n c u l t u r e w i t h i n i t s own 
value-system and h i s t o r i c a l context. I n 57 i t was dominant, and i n 
18, e x c l u s i v e . Such a t t i t u d e s , seen as enab l i n g the c h i l d "to get 
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beyond the a l i e n and e x o t i c " , cannot have passed unnoticed by 
t e a c h e r s . Whatever the i n f l u e n c e , however, the product, i n terms of 
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american school c u r r i c u l a , has been noted by numerous o b s e r v e r s . 
The i n f l u e n c e o v e r s e a s of american s c h o o l and academic 
developments i s u n q u a n t i f i a b l e , but was undoubtedly e x e r t e d , and by 
thre e means i n p a r t i c u l a r : the a t t r a c t i o n of american r e s e a r c h funds 
f o r f o r e i g n , i n c l u d i n g b r i t i s h , s c h o l a r s ; the tendency f o r 
simultaneous p u b l i c a t i o n not only of academic but of sc h o o l textbooks 
i n America and London; and the r o l e p l a y e d by U.S. educators i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s . They have i n c l u d e d the U.S. 
- based World C o u n c i l of O r g a n i z a t i o n s of the Teaching P r o f e s s i o n , 
whose a c t i v i t i e s have r e f l e c t e d a c o n s t i t u t i o n o r d a i n i n g the 
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promotion of i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding, and the World C o u n c i l f o r 
Curriculum and I n s t r u c t i o n , which claimed branches i n over 70 
c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g B r i t a i n , by 1980. 
Much more i n f l u e n t i a l i n B r i t a i n , however, has been the C o u n c i l 
of Europe, through which the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l v i s i o n of Dance has 
been commissioned and produced on the wid e s t p o s s i b l e stage. 
European governments having agreed to f o s t e r study of one 
another's c i v i l i s a t i o n and h i s t o r y , and an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Schoolbook 
* 
I n s t i t u t e having been s e t up, s i x conferences were h e l d , 1953 to 
1958, when 900 h i s t o r y textbooks were anal y s e d and f i n d i n g s p u b l i s h e d 
i n e i g h t languages. That emphasis, c o n t i n u i n g through t o the p r e s e n t , 
produced attempts a t improvement of c u l t u r a l and e t h n i c a t t i t u d e s i n 
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t e x t books throughout Europe, i n c l u d i n g B r i t a i n . I n a d d i t i o n , the 
C o u n c i l helped e s t a b l i s h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Commission f o r the 
Teaching of H i s t o r y , i t s aims to promote b e t t e r understandings 
through " r e i n t e g r a t ( i n g ) events and p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n t o the general 
F o l l o w i n g an e a r l i e r H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n proposal 
( I n f r a , p . 1 1 2 ) . 
I l l 
framework of european and world h i s t o r y ... (and emphasising) the 
35 
o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n made by each n a t i o n to ... c i v i l i s a t i o n " . 
Major C o u n c i l of Europe/ICTH conferences (1965,1969) urged h i s t o r y be 
compulsory throughout s c h o o l , c o n c e n t r a t i n g more on u n i f y i n g themes, 
and seeking balance and i n t e g r a t i o n between l o c a l , n a t i o n a l , european 
and world h i s t o r y , thus deepening knowledge and understanding of "the 
most v a l u a b l e t h i n g s i n the p a s t of mankind - not merely of our own 
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country or c o n t i n e n t , but of a l l mankind". 
Rapporteur to the 1965 conference was the b r i t i s h s c h o o l t e a c h e r 
Dance, whose c o n t r i b u t i o n to the development of world h i s t o r y s t u d i e s 
m e r i t s i n d i v i d u a l a t t e n t i o n . His own textbooks date from 1932, when 
he appears to have h e l d views a n t i c i p a t i n g those of the New H i s t o r y 37 38 of r e c e n t y e a r s , showing l i t t l e commitment to world h i s t o r y . War 
seems to have changed h i s o p i n i o n s , and a t the H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s 1942 c o u n c i l meeting, he c r i t i c i s e d the l a c k of 
response i n B r i t a i n to League of Nations r e s o l u t i o n s a g a i n s t textbook 
b i a s . Subsequently i t was r e s o l v e d t h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l body should 
be e s t a b l i s h e d f o r "the c o r r e c t i o n and c o n t r o l of n a t i o n a l b i a s i n 
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h i s t o r y textbooks". That was the germ of the Brunswick I n s t i t u t e . 
A f t e r the war, Dance's i n f l u e n c e expanded. I n 1951, the C o u n c i l 
of C h r i s t i a n s and Jews organised s c r u t i n y of 100 b r i t i s h textbooks 
which r e v e a l e d s e v e r a l p o s i t i v e and negative b i a s e s , i n c l u d i n g 
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eurocentrism. Those f i n d i n g s i n s p i r e d the CCJ to draw up and 
p u b l i c i s e a world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s f o r secondary s c h o o l s . Dance was 
commissioned to w r i t e the r e p o r t . The r e s u l t a n t H i s t o r y without b i a s ? 
(1954) helped extend the r e p u t a t i o n as a l e a d i n g 'world h i s t o r y 1 
advocate which h i s important school textbooks p u b l i s h e d i n the 1940s 
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had a l r e a d y secured. Other i n f l u e n t i a l works harnessed to the 
a c t i v i t i e s of the C o u n c i l of Europe, the Brunswick I n s t i t u t e and 
Unesco, i n c l u d i n g an important r e v i s i o n (1965) of an e a r l i e r 
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inadequate schoolbook, followed. 
Dance i n c r e a s i n g l y saw t h a t the mutual incomprehension of West 
and E a s t was "the most s e r i o u s of a l l the group antagonisms", i n 
which the West was much the g r e a t e r c u l p r i t . "How many of us ... 
C o u n c i l of Europe i n t e r e s t i s ongoing. I n 1980 they p u b l i s h e d 
O'Connor's World S t u d i e s i n the european classroom. I n 1982-3 
they promoted courses on t e a c h i n g about E a s t A s i a and I s l a m . 
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could g i v e even a summary o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y of I n d i a or China or 
Indon e s i a . .. when we do glance a t a s i a n h i s t o r y we look a t i t 
through western s p e c t a c l e s . .. our p u p i l s ... do not read about the 
gr e a t achievements of China i n a r t and l i t e r a t u r e and e t h i c s ... (or) 
the l e a d i n g p a r t p l a y e d by the Chinese i n a p p l i e d s c i e n c e ... the r e 
must be something wrong when (they) l e a v e school ... knowing ... 
nothing of the fundamental c o n t r i b u t i o n s of China to the h i s t o r y of 
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human c u l t u r e " . I n 1971, he advanced a f u r t h e r powerful c r i t i q u e 
of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content i n B r i t a i n - " H i s t o r y w i t h the Chinese 
( I n d i a n s , A f r i c a n s , Americans and so on) l e f t out" - and s t r e s s e d 
those world a r e a s g e n e r a l l y ignored by s c h o o l s . C h a l l e n g i n g b r i t i s h 
t e a c h e r s now to omit t r a d i t i o n a l b l o c k s of b r i t i s h and european 
h i s t o r y to make room f o r a study of such a r e a s - and not merely 
contemporary h i s t o r y - Dance concluded: "The time has come f o r a 
complete r e o r i e n t a t i o n of our b a s i c a t t i t u d e s to the whole content of 
world h i s t o r y ... There i s need f o r r e v o l u t i o n : and i t needs to be 
44 ** r e a l l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y " . I n t h a t , China must be given a major r o l e . 
One reviewer (1971) b e l i e v e d the book demanded " s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
45 
from anyone r e s p o n s i b l e f o r planning a h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s " . 
Dance has been one i n d i v i d u a l a r t i c u l a t i n g the c a l l f o r world 
h i s t o r y towards i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding, w i t h strong emphasis on 
g r e a t e r a p p r e c i a t i o n of e a s t e r n c i v i l i s a t i o n s . S i m i l a r , though more 
world-wide i n f l u e n c e has been e x e r c i s e d by Unesco, which i n 1964 
urged t e a c h e r s to emphasise t h a t human c i v i l i s a t i o n had been b u i l t by 
a l l peoples, t h a t d i f f e r e n t ways of l i f e r e p r e s e n t e d v a l i d h i s t o r i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n s , and t h a t t h e r e e x i s t e d a common h i s t o r i c a l h e r i t a g e based 
on m o r a l / e t h i c a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l / a r t i s t i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l / s c i e n t i f i c 
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p r o g r e s s . By 1981, Unesco was l i n k e d w i t h 1400 schools i n 80 
c o u n t r i e s . 
From i t s foundation Unesco's c e n t r a l aim was to promote peace by 
usi n g education to f u r t h e r knowledge of the h i s t o r y and 
s c i e n t i f i c / c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s of other peoples, whereby p u p i l s i n 
any one are a of the world would l e a r n more of people i n other a r e a s , 
The e a r l i e s t advocacy a t any length of t e a c h i n g Chinese h i s t o r y 
i n s c h o o l s which has been unearthed (1958). 
He devoted 4 3 i of the book's 269 pages to Chinese d e t a i l 
(pp.20-2, 38-52, 54-63, 85-7, 90-3, 97-8, 100-1, 114-15, 157-62, 
212-17). 
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so t h a t deeper understanding of the common q u a l i t i e s of mankind might 
emerge. I t s c o n s t i t u t i o n a s s e r t e d : "Ignorance of each o t h e r ' s ways 
and l i v e s has been a common cause ... of t h a t s u s p i c i o n and m i s t r u s t 
between the peoples ... through which t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s have a l l too 
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o f t e n broken i n t o war". 
Between 1947 and 1952, seminars f o r t e a c h e r s c l e a r l y enunciated 
t h a t what was needed was not only f u l l e r knowledge of other people i n 
t h e i r l a n d s , but a l s o the development of more benevolent a t t i t u d e s 
towards them; and recognised a fundamental need to improve textbooks 
and t e a c h i n g r e s o u r c e s . T h i s went beyond merely e l i m i n a t i n g b i a s , but 
i n v o l v e d i n c u l c a t i o n of p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e s c e n t r i n g on a r e c o g n i t i o n 
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of h i s t o r y as the e v o l u t i o n of a l l mankind. The r e p o r t s and working 
papers subsequently formed a 12-booklet s e r i e s , Towards world 
understanding (1947-53) which i n c l u d e d Lauwerys' H i s t o r y textbooks 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding (1953) and H i l l ' s Suggestions on the 
t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y ( 1 9 5 3 ) . The l a t t e r argued t h a t c h i l d r e n "must grow 
up to know t h a t t h e r e are other types of human communities than t h e i r 
own ... (but) t h a t throughout the ages moral, i n t e l l e c t u a l and 
t e c h n i c a l p r o g r e s s has g r a d u a l l y grown to c o n s t i t u t e a common 
h e r i t a g e f o r a l l mankind". C h i l d r e n must be shown " t h a t r a c e s and 
n a t i o n s have never r e a l l y l i v e d i n complete i s o l a t i o n " , and t h a t 
"examples can be found i n a l l n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s " . N a t i o n a l h i s t o r y 
per se was, however, too preponderant. A new approach was needed, 
" s t r e s s i n g the e x t e n t to which the c u l t u r e of every n a t i o n i s drawn 
from many s o u r c e s " . Thus, the secondary t e a c h e r must " f i n d time to 
t e a c h about peoples who have t r a n s m i t t e d important elements of 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " , through courses " g i v i n g some i d e a of the main c e n t r e s 
... through the ages, and of the way i n which these c e n t r e s have 
i n f l u e n c e d one another". I n p a r t i c u l a r , such courses must u n d e r l i n e 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the c i v i l i s a t i o n s of West and a n c i e n t 
E a s t . 
I n p u r s u i t of such o b j e c t i v e s , Unesco has sponsored a number of 
major p r o j e c t s . A r i s i n g i n the l a t e r 1940's, the Tensions P r o j e c t 
c a l l e d f o r " i n q u i r i e s i n t o the d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r of the v a r i o u s 
n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e s , i d e a l s , and l e g a l systems", and i n t o "the 
conceptions which the people of one n a t i o n e n t e r t a i n of t h e i r own and 
other n a t i o n s " . Some y e a r s l a t e r , a d u l t r e - e d u c a t i o n i n t h a t r e s p e c t 
was attempted through the p u b l i c a t i o n of 14 pamphlets s t r e s s i n g t h a t 
world c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y was due, not to r a c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s , but to 
v a r y i n g g e o g r a p h i c a l , h i s t o r i c a l and s o c i o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s . ^ I n 1953, 
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the A s s o c i a t e d Schools P r o j e c t was launched, i t s purpose "to develop 
b e t t e r understanding of other peoples and c u l t u r e s " , and an awareness 
t h a t human common f e a t u r e s t r a n s c e n d d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 
By 1982 over 600 s c h o o l s and t e a c h e r s 1 c o l l e g e s i n 60 c o u n t r i e s were 
i n v o l v e d , the number of c h i l d r e n i n v o l v e d running w e l l i n t o s i x 
f i g u r e s . A c t i v i t i e s have i n c l u d e d s w i s s c h i l d r e n studying T h a i l a n d , 
'deux r a c e s , une a m i t i e ' ; T h a i s studying Denmark; Germans the Near 
E a s t ; F i l i p i n o s Japan; Norwegians and P o l e s A f r i c a ; and E g y p t i a n s 
East-West r e l a t i o n s , producting b o o k l e t s on China and Japan. S i m i l a r 
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programmes germinated i n some b r i t i s h s c h o o l s . 
L i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n China appears to have been engendered by the 
A s s o c i a t e d Schools P r o j e c t . That was more a f e a t u r e of Mutual 
A p p r e c i a t i o n of E a s t e r n and Western C u l t u r a l Values, approved f o r a 
ten-year p e r i o d from 1956. A B r u s s e l s seminar (1950) had demanded 
t h a t every european c h i l d must be awakened to the e a r l y o r i g i n s of 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i n other r e g i o n s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t e a s t a s i a n 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s were both o l d e r than t h a t of Europe and i t s equal i n 
achievement. I n 1951, a D e l h i seminar on East-West p h i l o s o p h i e s 
i n s i s t e d t h a t r e l i g i o u s and p h i l o s o p h i c a l i d e a s were shared and went 
on to demand much more e x t e n s i v e study i n the West, both i n s c h o o l s 
and u n i v e r s i t i e s , of the e t h i c a l and r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s , the 
l i t e r a t u r e , a r t , s c i e n c e and h i s t o r y , of the E a s t . A subsequent 
p u b l i c a t i o n argued t h a t "the c r i s i s of our times i s a c r i s i s of 
c u l t u r e s as w e l l as of economics and p o l i t i c s " . Thus t h e r e was 
"urgent need of i n c r e a s i n g a t t e n t i o n to and study of the c u l t u r e s of 
the world and of t h e i r i n t e r r e l a t i o n s " . I n t h i s , a study of the 
52 
Chinese c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n was i m p e r a t i v e . 
D e s p i t e such seminars and r e l a t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s , however, f u r t h e r 
demands arose t h a t Unesco should i n i t i a t e a s t r o n g e r r e v e r s a l of the 
modern West-to-East c u l t u r a l push by making the r i c h e s of the 
t r a d i t i o n a l a s i a n c u l t u r e s more r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e , comprehended and 
a p p r e c i a t e d i n the West. I n response to such p r e s s u r e , the 
above-mentioned p r o j e c t was launched, i t s aims to h e l p e s t a b l i s h i n 
the minds of c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s , i n both E a s t and West, t h a t 
" c u l t u r a l v a l u e s ... are not the e x c l u s i v e property of any one people 
or c u l t u r e " . B e s i d e s a range of academic a c t i v i t i e s and conferences, 
the r e f o r m u l a t i o n of school c u r r i c u l a to f a c i l i t a t e s t u d i e s w i t h such 
wider-world emphases was u r g e n t l y impressed. T e a c h e r - f e l l o w s h i p s were 
funded, and major conferences c a l l e d on the treatment of E a s t and 
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West i n s c h o o l textbooks. 
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That p r o j e c t ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the treatment of A s i a i n the 
West, s t r o n g l y supported by WCOTP, and i n which E. H. Dance was again 
i n v o l v e d , was p a r t i c u l a r l y important. I n v o l v i n g c l o s e examination of 
textbooks i n 22 western c o u n t r i e s , i t brought out c l e a r l y t h a t 
"western books do not c o n t a i n many untruths about the E a s t : they 
c o n t a i n next to nothing about i t ... nothing about the n a t i v e g l o r i e s 
of Hans or T'angs or Sungs. The a c t i v i t i e s of a few western 
m i s s i o n a r i e s can a t t r a c t more a t t e n t i o n ... than a l l the t e a c h i n g s of 
Lao Tse and Confucius and the Buddha and the Bhagavadgita put 
together". The committee's r e p o r t , which i n c l u d e d suggestions f o r 
a s i a n h i s t o r y i n s y l l a b u s e s , p l u s notes on problems i n d e a l i n g with 
China, u n d e r l i n e d the inadequacy of c u r r e n t p r o v i s i o n i n h i g h e r 
education. That must be r e c t i f i e d , s i n c e i t was "of the g r e a t e s t 
importance to extend and improve the t e a c h i n g i n western s c h o o l s 
about a s i a n peoples". I t was " e s s e n t i a l to a p p r e c i a t e " how western 
developments had been " i n f l u e n c e d ... or ... p a r a l l e l e d by 
developments i n A s i a " , w i t h " o b j e c t i v e treatment of c u l t u r a l 
c o n t a c t " , and "encouragement of t o l e r a n c e and unprejudiced 
understanding and r e s p e c t " . Thus, "the c u r r i c u l a (and notably the 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s ) should be reformed so as to g i v e more importance to 
A s i a " . T h i s must i n c l u d e a p l a c e f o r " great a s i a n f i g u r e s " such as 
Shih Huang-ti. P u p i l s must be taught about the e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s of 
China and I n d i a . I n s h o r t , i t was e s p e c i a l l y important t h a t a s i a n 
h i s t o r y was not presented as merely "an a d j u n c t to n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y " . 
Teachers must "give information about a r e a s not d i r e c t l y concerned 
w i t h the h i s t o r y of t h e i r own country", and "impress upon c h i l d r e n 
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the u n i t y and c o n t i n u i t y of world c i v i l i s a t i o n through the ages". 
Dance (1957) summed up: "Our approach i s fundamentally wrong. We show 
no i n t e r e s t i n the p u l s a t i n g h i s t o r y of the E a s t u n l e s s i t happens to 
c r o s s our own ... few european h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s could read t h i s 
r e p o r t without r e c e i v i n g a shock. Few of us could f a i l to f i n d our 
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t e a c h i n g (and our h i s t o r y ) improved by the experience". 
The p r o j e c t was w i d e l y p u b l i c i s e d . I t s b u l l e t i n , O r i e n t 
Occident, p u b l i s h e d the whole programme i n 1959, s t r e s s i n g the need 
f o r world h i s t o r y programmes i n c l u d i n g e a s t a s i a n m a t e r i a l not only 
i n secondary but i n primary s c h o o l s , " s i n c e some of the worst 
mistakes are ... a t the l e v e l of the s i m p l e s t i d e a s conveyed to 
impressionable young r e a d e r s " . I n the same ye a r , Unesco's c u r r i c u l u m 
committee a t t a c k e d the world-wide "alarming r e l a t i v e ignorance" of 
other c u l t u r e s , demanding "urgent remedy through a more balanced 
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programme of education and ... g r e a t e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n the s c h o o l s 
of each s i d e on sympathetic study of the l i f e and c u l t u r e of the 
ot h e r " . F r a d i e r (1959) a s s e r t i n g t h a t western ignorance of A s i a "can 
no longer be t o l e r a t e d " , went f u r t h e r , and more p o i n t e d l y , urging 
study of h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e not j u s t w i t h u n i v e r s a l or even r e g i o n a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e s , but of s p e c i f i c c o u n t r i e s such as China - and through 
the eyes of t h e i r own h i s t o r i a n s and c h r o n i c l e r s . " ^ 
Unesco's r o l e has not been merely i n v e s t i g a t i o n and advocacy. 
P r a c t i c a l suggestions f o r t e a c h i n g f o r world-understanding, and about 
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A s i a , came out i n 1959 and 1961. One author was h i m s e l f s u p e r v i s o r 
of the A s s o c i a t e d Schools P r o j e c t i n B r i t a i n and many of i t s 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g schools subsequently became i n v o l v e d i n the East-West 
p r o j e c t . Teachers and o t h e r s then came together i n a major conference 
(1962) which urged t h a t b r i t i s h s c h o o l h i s t o r y courses be completely 
r e - c a s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n favour of l e a r n i n g about A s i a , t h a t a s i a n 
languages, i n c l u d i n g Chinese, be taught, and t h a t a u t h o r i t i e s , 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and p u b l i s h e r s must give a l e a d . Other p r a c t i c a l Unesco 
i n i t i a t i v e s , i f academic i n content, have been the ' C o l l e c t i o n of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works' s e r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Chinese philosophy and 
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l i t e r a t u r e , p l u s the beginnings of a s c i e n t i f i c and c u l t u r a l world * . 5 9 * h i s t o r y s e r i e s . 
One s c h o l a r i n B r i t a i n c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d with the d r i v e towards 
h i s t o r y f o r world understanding was Lauwerys, who c h a i r e d both the 
B r u s s e l s seminar on textbook r e v i s i o n (1950) and the C o u n c i l of 
C h r i s t i a n s and Jews textbook conferences (1951-3) and was prominent 
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i n work f o r the P a r l i a m e n t a r y Group f o r World Government. Two 
p u b l i c a t i o n s f o r educators m e r i t c l o s e a t t e n t i o n . A follow-up to 
B r u s s e l s , H i s t o r y textbooks and i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding (1953) 
argued t h a t s c h o ol h i s t o r y l e s s o n s should b r i n g out "the c o n t r i b u t i o n 
to the common pool of c i v i l i s a t i o n made by a l l the n a t i o n s ... 
E g y p t i a n s ... Hindus ... Chinese". Western educators "should make 
c e r t a i n t h a t t h e i r courses and textbooks do j u s t i c e to the r e l i g i o n s 
and c u l t u r e s of the E a s t " : even from the e a r l i e s t y e a r s they must 
" l a y the ground f o r understanding the f a c t t h a t a l l peoples and 
n a t i o n s depend upon . .. l e a r n from .. and help one another as do 
members of a f a m i l y ... encourage r e s p e c t f o r other people and t h e i r 
Unesco's emphasis on i n t e r c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s was f u r t h e r 
i n t e n s i f i e d a f t e r the f i r s t World Conference on C u l t u r a l 
P o l i c i e s i n 1970. 
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work ... (and) f o s t e r a f e e l i n g f o r the community of mankind". 
Lauwerys e x e r c i s e d s i m i l a r i n f l u e n c e through the Yearbook of 
education whose 1964 i s s u e ' s 493 pages were given over to education 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i f e , brimming w i t h support f o r "the One-World 
i d e a l " , world c i t i z e n s h i p , and the need f o r t e a c h e r s to "throw open 
6 2 
the casements overlooking the t h r i l l i n g world o u t s i d e " . More 
s p e c i f i c to h i s t o r y , i t urged t h a t c h i l d r e n "must know something of 
world h i s t o r y and geography ... t h a t h i s t o r y i s the s u b j e c t which has 
the most s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to make ... (but) ... t h e r e must be 
a complete r e - t h i n k i n g of s y l l a b u s e s . .. n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y must be 
seen i n the r e g i o n a l ... and i n the world s e t t i n g " . The d i r e c t o r of 
the Brunswick I n s t i t u t e went f u r t h e r : " H i s t o r y can no longer be 
i n t e r p r e t e d e x c l u s i v e l y from the n a t i o n a l or r e g i o n a l p o i n t of view 
the h i s t o r y of western c i v i l i s a t i o n must be supplemented by 
f u r t h e r study ... of the peoples and c u l t u r e s of A f r i c a , America, the 
O r i e n t , I n d i a , China". Lauwerys h i m s e l f pointed to the val u e of 
"understanding to some degree another s o c i e t y or c u l t u r e ... say t h a t 
of China or I n d i a ... ( i t s ) ... geography and h i s t o r y ... (and) 
something about a r t forms, occupations, h a b i t s ... to show t h a t 
people ... deserve r e s p e c t as human beings who meet common needs i n 
6 3 
ways d i f f e r e n t from our own". 
Another c o n t r i b u t o r was Henderson, whose a r t i c l e pointed to the 
need f o r "the e l u c i d a t i o n by means of examples from h i s t o r y and 
p e r s o n a l i t y of three fundamental human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; t o o r i g i n s , to 
nature and neighbours, and to u l t i m a t e s " . Such knowledge was "an 
e s s e n t i a l e d u c a t i o n a l requirement". F u r t h e r s t u d i e s should draw out 
"the law of t h r e e - f o l d development ... l i c e n c e , through order, to 
l i b e r t y " ; comparative n a t i o n a l i s m ; world problems; the g l o b a l 
v a l i d i t y of a l l g r e a t a r t ; and "the u l t i m a t e v a l u e s which the 
occupants of t h i s p l a n e t hold i n common ... con s i d e r e d i n t h e i r 
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h i s t o r i c a l , and then t h e i r contemporary forms". 
That a r t i c l e epitomised the r a d i c a l a n a l y s i s o f f e r e d by a 
s c h o l a r who has shown h i m s e l f perhaps "the most eloquent advocate of 
the theme t h a t the age of one world must give some i n t r o d u c t i o n to 
awareness of the ' t i m e l e s s c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s of other 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s ' " , and "has encouraged succeeding generations of 
students to co n s i d e r how mankind can be turned ... towards f r i e n d l y 
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cooperation ... ( i n a way) wise, o p t i m i s t i c and humane". By the 
1960s he was p u b l i s h i n g a t the London I n s t i t u t e of Education a 
q u a r t e r l y b u l l e t i n on world s t u d i e s : w h i l s t over the l a s t two decades 
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he has c o n s t a n t l y r e t u r n e d to the theme of world h i s t o r y as a v i t a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n towards u n i v e r s a l human understanding, i n a s u c c e s s i o n 
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of important books f o r a d u l t s and f o r c h i l d r e n . Those p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
moreover, have been p r a c t i c a l i n emphasis. One (1968) f o r example, 
considered ways i n which education f o r world understanding might be 
opened up i n s c h o o l s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , f u r t h e r and a d u l t education, w i t h 
s y l l a b u s e s f o r c h i l d r e n aged s i x to 15 y e a r s c o n t a i n i n g a gr e a t d e a l 
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of h i s t o r i c a l matter. 
The impression of p r a c t i c a l i t y has been r e i n f o r c e d by review 
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a r t i c l e s f o r h i s t o r i a n s and h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s and by h i s attempt to 
bridge the gap between s c h o l a r s h i p and the classroom needs of 
c h i l d r e n through such as h i s e d i t o r s h i p of the multi-volume 
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World-Wide s e r i e s (1971) and h i s World Cooperation (1968). I n the 
l a t t e r , he d i r e c t l y urged upon secondary c h i l d r e n the need "to make 
the oneness of the world a r e a l i t y " . There were t h r e e 'world laws', 
whose core, other than p o l i t i c a l and economic arrangements, was t h a t 
people must r e a l i s e " t h a t t h e r e i s a value which i s h e l d i n common by 
the whole of mankind and t h a t we need to i d e n t i f y i t , love i t and 
obey i t i f we are to a c t as one u n i t e d s p e c i e s " . H i s t o r y , and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r the h i s t o r y of i d e a s , was the m i r r o r i n which t h a t value 
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could be d i s c e r n e d . 
C l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the i n f l u e n c e of both Lauwerys and 
Henderson has been the New Education F e l l o w s h i p and i t s j o u r n a l 
The New E r a . During wartime, the NEF continued i t s work i n B r i t a i n , 
urging (1941) t h a t a world outlook c e n t r i n g on each country's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to humanity should be taught i n a l l s c h o o l s . I t a l s o 
s u r v i v e d i n the USA, where an i n t e r n a t i o n a l conference (1941) 
i n s p i r e d by Dewey c a l l e d f o r f r e s h e d u c a t i o n a l d i r e c t i o n s . Lauwerys, 
as deputy i n t e r n a t i o n a l chairman, was i n f l u e n t i a l . I n 1945, b r i t i s h 
membership was 1130, some of whom helped i n s p i r e the b i r t h of Unesco, 
whose f i r s t assembly was re m i n i s c e n t of an NEF conference. 
Subsequently the NEF serve d Unesco as an a d v i s o r y o r g a n i s a t i o n and 
a c t i v e l y supported i t s p r o j e c t s . I t a l s o o rganised numerous 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l conferences, one of which (1945) a n t i c i p a t e d the 
East-West p r o j e c t w i t h i t s c a l l f o r mutual c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s , w h i l s t 
o t h e r s urged the b u i l d i n g of bridges through study of s c i e n c e and 
* 
r e l i g i o n (1946); c a l l e d f o r c h i l d r e n to be educated towards 'world' 
* 
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t h i n k i n g (1947); and s t u d i e d the progress of the t e n s i o n s p r o j e c t . 
Henderson, a long-time a c t i v i s t , became i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c r e t a r y i n 
* 
1963. Lauwerys was a l r e a d y chairman. When NEF became WEF i n 1966, 
Henderson was j o i n t honorary a d v i s o r and Lauwerys r e t a i n e d the 
chairmanship. Henderson became chairman i n 1970 (by which time he was 
a l s o chairman of New E r a ' s e d i t o r i a l board) and remained so u n t i l 
1978. Lauwerys was vice-chairman u n t i l h i s death i n 1981. 
The New E r a had long been i n f l u e n t i a l i n d i s s e m i n a t i n g knowledge 
** 
of Unesco's a c t i v i t i e s . Henderson, however, gave f r e s h impetus to 
the 'world-mindedness' g o a l , p e r s u a s i v e l y arguing, i n a s e r i e s of 20 
prominent a r t i c l e s (1963-4) t h a t war must be prevented by human 
understanding, t h a t an awareness of the common c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e of 
a l l peoples was fundamental to t h a t a s p i r a t i o n , and t h a t i n c u l c a t i o n 
of such awareness should be an i n t e g r a l f e a t u r e of school c u r r i c u l a . 
Those a r t i c l e s were r e p u b l i s h e d (1965) as a booklet, and thus brought 
before a wider audience. Moreover, t h e i r genuinely g l o b a l and 
profoundly h umanistic approach has remained prominent i n The New E r a 
to the p r e s e n t , an emphasis even more s h a r p l y i n c r e a s e d f o l l o w i n g 
the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of Henderson's World S t u d i e s Education Q u a r t e r l y 
B u l l e t i n from 1970. One r e c e n t i s s u e , f o r i n s t a n c e (1979) looked a t 
i n - s e r v i c e education i n r e s p e c t both of education f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
understanding and of world s t u d i e s i n g e n e r a l . Another (1980) was 
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e n t i r e l y given over to the World S t u d i e s P r o j e c t . 
The i n f l u e n c e of Lauwerys and Henderson on the development of 
the world s t u d i e s movement throughout the e n g l i s h e d u c a t i o n a l system, 
and abroad, was the g r e a t e r f o r t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p o s i t i o n s a t the 
London U n i v e r s i t y I n s t i t u t e of Education. A s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e i r work 
was the i n s t i t u t e ' s d i r e c t o r , E l v i n , who attended, w i t h Lauwerys, the 
1950 B r u s s e l s seminar; ser v e d on the e d i t o r i a l board of the Yearbook 
of Education and as an a d v i s o r to World S t u d i e s B u l l e t i n ; was f o r a 
time d i r e c t o r of Unesco's department of education; and l a t e r became 
p r e s i d e n t of the E n g l i s h NEF (as had been J e f f e r y , h i s predecessor a s 
i n s t i t u t e d i r e c t o r ) . I n i n f l u e n t i a l books E l v i n p o w e r f u l l y developed 
the argument f o r world-mindedness through education (1959) and 
emphasised the need f o r a more comprehensive study of other world 
c u l t u r e s ( 1 9 6 5 ) . 7 3 
* 
World E d u c a t i o n F e l l o w s h i p 
** 
From whom i t r e c e i v e d f i n a n c i a l a i d . 
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I n a d d i t i o n to those o r g a n i s a t i o n s a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , s e v e r a l 
o t h e r s , i n c l u d i n g the Parliamentary Group f o r World Government, the 
C o u n c i l f o r Education i n World C i t i z e n s h i p , the Commonwealth 
I n s t i t u t e (whose d i r e c t o r followed Henderson as WEF chairman i n 1978) 
the E d u c a t i o n a l Exchange C o u n c i l , I n t e r n a t i o n a l S c h o l a s t i c 
Correspondence, Oxfam, the United Nations A s s o c i a t i o n , U n i c e f , and 
the B r i t i s h C o u n c i l , have helped promote concepts of world 
mindedness, as d e t a i l e d i n Smith's important d o c t o r a l t h e s i s 
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(1966). Of those, the PGWG and the CEWC demand c l o s e r a t t e n t i o n . 
Founded by the League of Nations Union i n 1939, and l a t e r 
e s t a b l i s h i n g l i n k s w i t h the United Nations A s s o c i a t i o n , the CEWC, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g a l l b r i t i s h e d u c a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s of note, 
subsequently a f f i l i a t e d 1,300 sc h o o l s and c o l l e g e s . Aiming to 
f u r t h e r i n t e r n a t i o n a l sympathies through the i n f u s i o n of world 
s t u d i e s i n t o school c u r r i c u l a , i t has from the f i r s t worked c l o s e l y 
* 
w i t h the NEF and Unesco. I n r e s p e c t of the East-West p r o j e c t , the 
C o u n c i l p u b l i s h e d a b i b l i o g r a p h y on A s i a f o r s c h o o l s , organised 151 
school conferences on A s i a i n 1958-9, p l u s a conference f o r t e a c h e r s , 
and devoted i t s 1959 n a t i o n a l conference to the s u b j e c t . T r a c i n g 
CEWC's i n f l u e n c e on school c u r r i c u l a n a t i o n a l l y , such as i t s day 
conference work wi t h Edinburgh LEA from 1958 to help s c h o o l s o r g a n i s e 
t o p i c s and e x h i b i t i o n s on a v a r i e t y of c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g China 
(1959) A s i a and the Commonwealth (1960) and I n d i a ( 1 9 8 2 ) 7 5 would be a 
major study i n i t s own r i g h t . Smith found i t s information s e r v i c e of 
co n s i d e r a b l e v a l u e to s c h o o l s , and concluded t h a t i t had "helped to 
s t r e t c h the sympathies of p u p i l s towards humanity i n a l a r g e r 
w o r l d " . 7 ^ The d i r e c t impact of i t s s u c c e s s i o n of Christmas 
conferences, each attended by over 2,000 c h i l d r e n , such as t h a t i n 
1958 on the East-West p r o j e c t or i n 1975 on the theme 'Beyond the 
na t i o n s t a t e ' , cannot be q u a n t i f i e d but must have been c o n s i d e r a b l e . 
The P a r l i a m e n t a r y Group f o r World Government has been 
demonstrably important i n spreading world h i s t o r y i n t o school 
c u r r i c u l a . An a l l - p a r t y o r g a n i s a t i o n , founded 1947 (though w i t h 
e a r l i e r r o o t s ) i t promoted a 1959 conference to urge the development 
of 'world-mindedness 1 i n c h i l d r e n , through the development of new 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s . Aided by the NEF, a group was s e t up under 
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I t convened the conference of a l l i e d education m i n i s t e r s which 
l e d to the c r e a t i o n of Unesco. 
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Lauwerys which subsequently p r e s s u r i s e d LEAs, t e a c h e r education 
c o l l e g e s , f u r t h e r education c o l l e g e s , u n i v e r s i t i e s , m i n i s t r y of 
education, GCE boards, unions and media. Conferences f o r t e a c h e r 
educators and t e a c h e r s were h e l d . The group t r i g g e r e d an ATCDE 
survey of c o l l e g e s y l l a b u s e s i n 1961, c a r r i e d out a survey of GCE 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s (1960) which r e v e a l e d sad n e g l e c t of such as the 
USA and China, organised a world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s competition, 
i n s p i r e d world h i s t o r y '0' l e v e l s y l l a b u s e s a t Oxford, London and 
Reading, put p r e s s u r e on CSE working p a r t i e s to develop such 
* 
s y l l a b u s e s , p u b l i c i s e d new s y l l a b u s e s as they m a t e r i a l i s e d and 
p u b l i s h e d a guide f o r t e a c h e r s on world-mindedness education 
77 
(1961). I t s d e p r e s s i n g survey (1962,1967) of s y l l a b u s e s i n B r i t a i n 
and other c o u n t r i e s was p a r t i c u l a r l y important, accompanied by 
Lauwerys and Boyle's powerful argument t h a t a l l h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s 
must h e l p c h i l d r e n understand world h i s t o r y , e x p l a i n world problems 
and promote world community. Teachers must "view t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n i n 
an i n t e r n a t i o n a l context ... f o s t e r i n t h e i r p u p i l s an awareness of 
s u p r a n a t i o n a l l o y a l t i e s .. . b a l a n c i n g n a t i o n a l l o y a l t y w i t h 
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conscious l o y a l t y to the human rac e ... i n a l l i t s d i v e r s i t y " . The 
NEF trademark was c l e a r . 
R e version to a more ecumenical view of h i s t o r i c a l education has 
been d i r e c t l y demanded by many p h i l o s o p h i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l l e a d e r s 
i n Europe, B r i t a i n and America. For example, Huizinga (1940) saw 
n a t i o n a l b i a s " s t r a i n i n g and c o n v u l s i n g the world organism l i k e a 
f e v e r " . F l u g e l (1945) urged, "much t h a t i s u s e f u l can ... be l e a r n e d 
from the h i s t o r y of ... the U.S., China and other g r e a t p o l i t i c a l 
u n i t s " . Huxley (1946) wrote, "the development of c u l t u r e i n the 
v a r i o u s regions of the o r i e n t must r e c e i v e equal a t t e n t i o n t o t h a t 
p a i d to western growth". R u s s e l l (1951) d e c l a r e d a need f o r young 
people to become, through education, " i n t i m a t e w i t h people of other 
c o u n t r i e s ... t h e i r ways of thought and behaviour". G a l l i e (1964) 
s t r e s s e d broad-minded humanity and i m a g i n a t i v e understanding and the 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l purpose of philosophy of h i s t o r y . I f the p a s t had a 
one-ness, i t demanded of the h i s t o r i a n not to be " t i e d to r e c e i v e d 
n a t i o n a l or t r i b a l or r e l i g i o u s legends ... although h i s prime 
concern i s w i t h the p a s t of h i s own group ... he must combine 
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t h i s ... w i t h a constant s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t p a r o c h i a l ( i s m ) " . 
* 
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Among h i s t o r i a n s , the f r e n c h academician Grousset (1951) c l e a r l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of a s i a n c u l t u r e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y those of I n d i a and China. P u l l e y b l a n k (1955) s t r e s s e d the 
need to study world h i s t o r y and the c e n t r a l r o l e i n t h a t of Chinese 
h i s t o r y : "China cannot be regarded as o u t s i d e the mainstream of human 
h i s t o r y and i s an o b j e c t of study both worthy i n i t s e l f and important 
fo r our understanding of our own p a s t " . The american s c h o l a r McNeill 
(1971) a t t a c k e d developmental h i s t o r y and urged study of "the p r o c e s s 
through which the world's g r e a t e s t c i v i l i s a t i o n s achieved t h e i r 
c l a s s i c a l d e f i n i t i o n " and " t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n u n t i l modern times". 
Important advocacy s i m i l a r l y not confined to contemporary events came 
from B u t t e r f i e l d (1971) . We must " s t r i v e f o r a g l o b a l p o i n t of 
view ... the o v e r a l l development of one s i n g l e world c i v i l i s a t i o n " . 
Barraclough's v i s i o n (1956, 1962) a l s o extended from the contemporary 
to the whole h i s t o r i c a l panorama. Western minds should be f r e e d from 
myopic h i s t o r y , which hardened p r e j u d i c e s and f o r t i f i e d assumptions 
of s u p e r i o r i t y . H i s t o r i c a l study needed " w r i t i n g anew w i t h another 
s e t of v a l u e s i n a new world". Even the supposedly c o n s e r v a t i v e 
E l t o n (1969,1970) u n d e r l i n e d the v a l i d i t y of world h i s t o r y . " I t 
takes a thoroughly i l l i b e r a l mind to suggest t h a t h i s t o r y 
should ... p r e f e r domestic problems to g l o b a l involvement". The 
spread of h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t to new a r e a s had "manifest v i r t u e s " . 
The student should be encouraged to look beyond the p a r o c h i a l : " I t 
i s r i g h t to o f f e r him A s i a , A f r i c a and South America". Over-emphasis 
upon western achievements such as i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n was harmful and 
i n d o c t r i n a t e d students a g a i n s t more l i b e r a l views of other 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s . I t was "very important t h a t ... (school) students 
should be introduced to the q u i t e s e r i o u s study of s o c i e t i e s and 
p l a c e s so v e r y d i f f e r e n t from t h e i r own t h a t a very r e a l e f f o r t of 
the imagination i s r e q u i r e d ... I should l i k e to see s t u d i e s ... of 
Han China or the I n c a s ... my main concern would be to introduce 
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c h i l d r e n to the range of man's h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e " . 
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E l t o n ' s was the only c o n t r i b u t i o n to B a l l a r d ' s New movements i n 
the study and t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y (1970) recommending tea c h i n g 
about China, though McNeill's chapter i m p l i e d the same. C r i t i c s 
of E l t o n such as Hopkins (History,54,1969,337) C h a f f e r and 
T a y l o r , H i s t o r y and h i s t o r y t e a c h e r , 1975, 27-8, or S t e e l e , 
Developments i n h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , 1976,4, have been so c r i t i c a l 
of h i s unenthusiasm f o r the New H i s t o r y t h a t they have missed 
h i s important c o n t r i b u t i o n to the world h i s t o r y argument. 
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The most r a d i c a l arguments have been advanced by Toynbee, whose 
i n f l u e n c e between the wars was noted e a r l i e r . E a r l y i n the post-war 
p e r i o d (1946) and i n h i s R e i t h l e c t u r e s (1953) he expounded a 
world-view, of C h r i s t i a n i t y having abdicated i t s r o l e as the u n i f i e r 
of mankind and unable to r e d i s c o v e r i t save by f u s i o n w i t h other 
r e l i g i o u s r e v e l a t i o n s . Thus, the world's s a l v a t i o n would emerge from 
the E a s t , from Buddhism and China. "The peoples of the West now have 
to adapt ... to a changed p o s i t i o n ... We need a h i s t o r i c a l outlook 
wider not merely than the n a t i o n a l . .. but wider a l s o than the 
western ... The c i v i l i s a t i o n s of China, I n d i a and I s l a m w i l l be j u s t 
as much a p a r t of the h i s t o r i c a l h e r i t a g e of the new world s o c i e t y as 
the c i v i l i s a t i o n of the West, and they too must be s t u d i e d and 
pi 
taught". 
Toynbee's s y n c r e t i s m , s t r e s s i n g a n c i e n t e a s t e r n wisdom, was 
p r o v o c a t i v e and l i k e l y to prove i n c o r r e c t . I t may be t h a t the f u t u r e 
w i l l u n f o l d more along the m a t e r i a l i s t i c l i n e s envisaged by B r i n t o n 
(1963). But t h a t i s b e s i d e the p o i n t . Toynbee 1s importance l i e s 
e s s e n t i a l l y i n p o p u l a r i s a t i o n of the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l i d e a . Nor, 
moroever, would i t be s a f e to support S t u r l e y (1969) t h a t h i s work 
"may not s u r v i v e as anything more than a monumental c u r i o s i t y " . I n 
1953, the l i t e r a r y e d i t o r of F i g a r o advanced c l e a r l y toynbean 
arguments, w h i l s t through d i v e r s e channels Toynbee's i d e a s have been 
s y n t h e s i s e d f o r t e a c h e r s i n s c h o o l s . The r e i s s u e of an opulent new 
one-volume e d i t i o n of h i s Study of H i s t o r y (1972) and p u b l i c a t i o n of 
an e q u a l l y l a v i s h n a r r a t i v e account of world h i s t o r y (1976) suggest 
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undiminished appeal and consequent i n f l u e n c e . 
I n a d d i t i o n to the v o i c e s of p h i l o s o p h e r s and h i s t o r i a n s of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l standing, advocacy of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l education by 
lesser-known educators has been uncovered. I n 1945, some t e a c h e r s 
were demanding compulsory world h i s t o r y , emphasising common 
s c i e n t i f i c - t e c h n o l o g i c a l h e r i t a g e , and a s p e c i a l c o l l e g e to t r a i n 
world h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . A teacher-educator (1949) condemned courses 
f a i l i n g to p l a c e european c i v i l i s a t i o n i n i t s world s e t t i n g . I n 
1962, the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement reminded t e a c h e r s t h a t "we 
should see o u r s e l v e s i n p e r s p e c t i v e ... (and) r e a l i s e ... t h a t there 
are numerous other peoples around the globe whose e x p e r i e n c e s , w h i l e 
d i f f e r e n t from ours, are of concern to us. I t i s ... t h i s sense 
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of ... d i v e r s i t y ... t h a t s c h o o l s should t r y to induce". 
From the mid-1960s both the frequency and urgency of such c a l l s 
n o t i c e a b l y i n c r e a s e d - s t i m u l a t e d , according to Heater (1980) by the 
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m u l t i c u l t u r a l s o c i e t y . I n 1965, Bryant wrote t h a t "Even european or 
i m p e r i a l h i s t o r y cannot now s a t i s f y the demand f o r a world 
outlook ... the study ... must i n c l u d e the USA, the USSR, and China". 
The next y e a r , two important a r t i c l e s were p u b l i s h e d by Hales, an 
* 
i n f l u e n t i a l former s t a f f i n s p e c t o r . I n the one, he argued f o r world 
h i s t o r y i n sc h o o l s on grounds t h a t , due to the 'global v i l l a g e ' 
syndrome, i t t o l d the c h i l d "something t h a t he needs to know about". 
Thus, "some background of american, a f r i c a n and a s i a n h i s t o r y i s 
r e a l l y important". The second a r t i c l e may w e l l have reached more 
t e a c h e r s . Moreover i t may have s t i l l e d the qualms some f e l t 
concerning world h i s t o r y . Our p r e d e c e s s o r s , he po i n t e d out, had 
taught the h i s t o r y which seemed to them of contemporary importance. 
Thus, when modern t e a c h e r s , because of the i n t e g r a t i o n of world 
a f f a i r s , turned to world h i s t o r y , e s p e c i a l l y to the h i s t o r y of the 
major c o u n t r i e s today, they were not a c t i n g i n any r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
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manner. 
S i m i l a r p r e s s u r e r e c u r r e d throughout the 1970's w i t h world 
h i s t o r y arguments being advanced i n a few a r t i c l e s and books. 
C h a f f e r and T a y l o r (1975) c r i t i c i s e d s c h o o l s ' emphasis on b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y , c a l l e d f o r l e s s c o n c e n t r a t i o n on the growth of the 
n a t i o n - s t a t e , suggested a b r i t i s h standpoint was "of p e r i p h e r a l 
importance", i n s i s t e d t h a t a world framework was " e s s e n t i a l " to 
h e r i t a g e s t u d i e s , and concluded w i t h f i v e world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s i n 
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which Chinese m a t e r i a l was suggested a t seven p o i n t s . 
L i m i t e d r e s e a r c h i n t e r e s t a c r o s s the range of world h i s t o r y and 
education f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding has a l s o emerged. Dobson 
(1950) d e t e c t e d some d e c l i n e i n n a t i o n a l b i a s , but l a r g e l y favourable 
n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s p r e v a i l e d . Feakes (1953) concluded t h a t 
s t e r e o t y p e s of the Chinese could be favourably modified i n the 
classroom. Against t h a t , Hamer (1954) found t h a t t e a c h i n g f o r 'world 
understanding' produced no s i g n i f i c a n t a t t i t u d e changes. I n 1966, 
f o l l o w i n g d e t a i l e d study of developments i n s o c i a l s c i e n c e c u r r i c u l a 
i n 100 secondary s c h o o l s , Smith concluded i t e s s e n t i a l t h a t school 
c u r r i c u l a provide "an understanding of the o r i g i n s of man, h i s 
h i s t o r y and common h e r i t a g e , the i n t e r a c t i o n of c i v i l i s a t i o n s and the 
A t h i r d a r t i c l e from 1966 i s considered below, p.135. 
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mutual indebtedness of n a t i o n s to each o t h e r " . H i s t o r y "must no 
longer be aimed a t ... an e x c l u s i v e n a t i o n a l i s m " , but should "show 
young people ... the d i r e c t i o n of human development, man's common 
hopes and a s p i r a t i o n s " , encouraging " t o l e r a n c e f o r people of other 
r a c e s , r e l i g i o n s and i d e o l o g i e s " , w i t h "both a n a t i o n a l and a world 
p e r s p e c t i v e " . I n 1967, Lawrence exposed d i s t o r t e d views and n a t i o n a l 
s t e r e o t y p e s i n popular school h i s t o r y books, f i n d i n g s subsequently 
p u b l i s h e d i n a handbook f o r h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . I n 1972, Longden's 
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survey of the world h i s t o r y movement i d e n t i f i e d some build-up of 
i n t e r e s t but s t r o n g l y c r i t i c i s e d the almost e x c l u s i v e c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
upon p o l i t i c a l and contemporary m a t e r i a l . Doncaster's study (1973) 
of the use of primary sources i n t e a c h i n g non-european h i s t o r y 
s t r o n g l y argued t h a t t h e r e was "good reason f o r t a c k l i n g one by one 
the non-western c i v i l i s a t i o n s which have h i t h e r t o been 
ignored ... world h i s t o r y should i n c l u d e a study of non-western 
peoples". The t h e s i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y showed world h i s t o r y ' s p o t e n t i a l 
f o r documentary s t u d i e s i n s c h o o l s , and o f f e r e d d e t a i l e d suggestions 
concerning Chinese sources f o r use. I n 1975, Glendenning concluded 
from a study of b r i t i s h and french textbook a t t i t u d e s to nine s u b j e c t 
peoples t h a t " i n e v i t a b l y t h e i r h i s t o r y i s seen through european eyes 
and l a r g e l y through a study of european secondary sources ... the sum 
t o t a l being ... an e x p r e s s i o n of european s u p e r i o r i t y over s u b j e c t 
people of other r a c e s .. . r a c i a l s t e r e o t y p e s have been r e i n f o r c e d by 
schoolbook w r i t e r s " . There had been "an almost u n i v e r s a l tendency to 
s e l e c t events ... which p r e s e n t the c o l o n i s i n g power i n the most 
favourable l i g h t " . Most r e c e n t l y , Habtai (1981) from a n a l y s i s of 
c u r r e n t textbooks, examination s y l l a b u s e s and s chool c u r r i c u l a , 
reached h i g h l y c r i t i c a l c o n c l u s i o n s on the treatment of A f r i c a i n 
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b r i t i s h h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . 
Some i n t e r e s t has a l s o been t r a c e d i n a v a r i e t y of s e m i - o f f i c i a l 
and o f f i c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s and bodies. The C o u n c i l f o r Curriculum 
Reform (1945) c a l l e d f o r " s y s t e m a t i c s t u d i e s of those c o u n t r i e s with 
whom we s h a l l be i n t i m a t e l y concerned f o r the f u t u r e planning of the 
world ... the U.S., S o v i e t R u s s i a , and China". I t s chairman was 
Lauwerys. The Newsom r e p o r t (1963) a d v i s e d t e a c h e r s to "choose 
contemporary themes which w i l l help ... p u p i l s to understand the 
* The f i r s t such study i n B r i t a i n other than Smith's work on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding. 
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world ... E n g l i s h boys and g i r l s need ... to understand the problems 
of I n d i a and China . . . A s i a i s a c o n t i n e n t of o l d and proud 
c u l t u r e s " . But ' o f f i c i a l ' awareness of world p e r s p e c t i v e s r e c e i v e d 
c l e a r e s t e x p r e s s i o n i n the DES's Towards world h i s t o r y (1967) which 
advocated looking a t the b r i t i s h experience i n a 'world' l i g h t and 
c o n c e n t r a t i n g on t o p i c s t r a n s c e n d i n g n a t i o n a l boundaries and s e r v i n g 
the aim of i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding. That i n v o l v e d l e s s the 
p o l i t i c s of n a t i o n a l government, and more the ways i n which peoples 
had l i v e d and the g r e a t movements which had a f f e c t e d c i v i l i s a t i o n s . 
More s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e r e were 14 r e f e r e n c e s to China (more than to 
any country save B r i t a i n ) emphasising t h a t i n any world h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s both e a r l i e r and modern Chinese h i s t o r y demanded a t t e n t i o n , 
and c r i t i c i s i n g "monocular" eurocentrism which ignored "matters of 
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much g r e a t e r g l o b a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , such as the r i s e of ... China". 
S i m i l a r a t t i t u d e s began to be expressed more s t r o n g l y by l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s and groups. Teachers i n B r i s t o l and Hampshire p u b l i s h e d 
world h i s t o r y i d e a s i n 1967 and 1968 r e s p e c t i v e l y . More important 
were developments i n London, i n s p i r e d by ILEA's s t a f f i n s p e c t o r . 
Courses (1969 and 1970) i n f l u e n c e d by Henderson were followed by 
t e a c h e r s ' r e s o u r c e workshops and a r e p o r t . R e s u l t i n g t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , emphasising s o c i a l p e r s p e c t i v e s through case s t u d i e s were 
g r a d u a l l y introduced i n t o London school s y l l a b u s e s i n the e a r l i e r 
1970s. They comprised 20 T.V. programmes, f i v e each on A f r i c a , 
H i s p a n i c America, I n d i a and China. Those on China covered the Han, 
Sung and Ch'ing, Europeans i n China, and modern China, and drew upon 
a wide range of r e s o u r c e s . Each programme was supported by a 
s o u r c e - c o l l e c t i o n . Subsequent developments i n c l u d e d courses f o r 
t e a c h e r s and the production of a p a r a l l e l s e r i e s on comparative 
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s o c i a l change i n China, I n d i a and USA. 
I n f l u e n c e has a l s o been exerted by the b r o a d c a s t i n g media. I t i s 
e x c e s s i v e to suggest t h a t the BBC i s "the s o l e o r g a n i s a t i o n ... t h a t 
has aimed to develop world understanding i n i t s h i s t o r i c a l 
dimension": but i t s "pioneering" i n f l u e n c e has been noted even by 
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americans. Broadcasts were r e c e i v e d i n 28,000 sc h o o l s by 1960, by 
which time schools T.V. had begun (1959). Radio s e r i e s i n c l u d e d 
S t o r i e s from world h i s t o r y (1950-73) i n which, though b r i t i s h and 
commonwealth h i s t o r y were the core, j u n i o r s heard s t o r i e s from other 
* Under the a e g i s of I s l a y Doncaster. 
127 
lands, i n c l u d i n g China. For s e n i o r s , H i s t o r y I I (1945-57) gave one of 
t h r e e terms to modern world h i s t o r y , though mainly european i n 
emphasis; Modern h i s t o r y (1957-63) gave two of s i x terms to 20th 
century world r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; The modern world (1963-7) i n c l u d e d 
programmes on China and the Arabs; and World Powers i n the 20th 
century (1978-9) comprised 26 programmes, i n c l u d i n g s i x on China. 
Current a f f a i r s programmes f o r secondary students d i s p l a y i n g 
c u l t u r a l / s c i e n t i f i c emphasis, and i n c l u d i n g m a t e r i a l on China, were 
a l s o popular. On t e l e v i s i o n , Modern H i s t o r y (1959) s e t b r i t i s h events 
i n world ( l a r g e l y european) p e r s p e c t i v e ; a s e r i e s on american h i s t o r y 
was t r a n s m i t t e d i n 1963; and H i s t o r y 1918-65 (1965) attempted 
contemporary world p e r s p e c t i v e . H i s t o r y 1917-67 (subsequently brought 
up-to-date, e.g. H i s t o r y 1917-71) covered f i v e world t o p i c s , one 
being China. A f u r t h e r major development, 20th century h i s t o r y , 
i n c l u d i n g programmes on China, Japan and I n d i a , was seen i n 1977. Nor 
was i n i t i a t i v e shown s o l e l y by the BBC, as shown by Granada T.V.'s 
F i f t y y e a r s s e r i e s (1968-on) and e s p e c i a l l y the r a d i c a l R e d i f f u s i o n 
T.V. One world s e r i e s (1965-on) which sought, though comparative 
s t u d i e s of l i f e i n B r i t a i n and abroad, i n c l u d i n g China, the r e d u c t i o n 
, . 90 of s t e r e o t y p e s i n c h i l d r e n . 
P u b l i s h e r s , too, were i n v o l v e d . I n nine of a 44 a r t i c l e H i s t o r y 
review s e r i e s on school h i s t o r y books (1957-79) over 20% of t i t l e s 
c i t e d covered 'wider world' t o p i c s . Moreover, the annual percentage 
of such t i t l e s showed some i n c r e a s e . The f i r s t 20 a r t i c l e s (1957-67) 
each contained l e s s than 20%. Even i n the nine mentioned, s t e a d i l y 
i n c r e a s i n g world h i s t o r y a t t e n t i o n may be d e t e c t e d . Of 516 books 
noted i n them, 142 (27.52%) were on wider-world t o p i c s , and 11 
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(2.13%) on China. 
The Schools C o u n c i l a l s o m e r i t s a t t e n t i o n , f o c u s i n g s i n c e 1964 
on c u r r i c u l u m and examination reform through 15 s u b j e c t committees. 
The H i s t o r y 13-16 p r o j e c t (1972-on) advocated a 'discontinuous' 
f i v e - t e r m s y l l a b u s , o n e - t h i r d to be spent on modern world s t u d i e s , 
any two of four named t o p i c s i n c l u d i n g modern China. For the l a t t e r , 
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a t e a c h e r s ' guide, f i l m s t r i p , tape and book were p u b l i s h e d (1977). 
That p r o j e c t , though f o r m a l l y disbanded i n 1977, had 
c o n s i d e r a b l e impact on school and examination s y l l a b u s e s . By 1981, 
* 21.5%; 23.8%; 26.9%; 21.2%; 22.9%; 23.9%; 53.6%; 31%; and 28.5%. 
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t h e r e were 9108 CSE candidates from 277 s c h o o l s , and 12567 GCE 
93* 
candidates from 418 s c h o o l s . No l e s s important, however, was the 
b r u n e r i a n I n t e g r a t e d S t u d i e s 11-14 p r o j e c t (1971-on) c e n t r i n g on 
b a s i c s o c i a l themes, one i l l u s t r a t e d i n p a r t by work on i m p e r i a l 
China. That m a t e r i a l concentrated upon "questions about e x c e l l e n c e 
i n human s o c i e t i e s " , i n h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . I t aimed "to s t r e s s 
the c o n t i n u i t y of the Chinese p a t t e r n of l i f e " and "to g i v e a sense 
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of immediacy and r e a l i t y " . I t s i n f l u e n c e may be seen i n the World 
S t u d i e s 8-13 p i l o t p r o j e c t (1980-on) i n v o l v i n g 40 LEAs by 1981, whose 
o b j e c t i v e s i n c l u d e through study of " c u l t u r e s and c o u n t r i e s o t h e r 
than one's own, and the ways they are d i f f e r e n t from, and s i m i l a r t o , 
one's own", and encouragement of "a world p e r s p e c t i v e which 
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emphasises the interdependence of a l l humanity". 
Some e n t e r p r i s e has a l s o been shown by examining boards. What 
** 
h i s t o r y was examined i n the e a r l i e r y e a r s was e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l 
and c l a s s i c a l , and even a f t e r world war, the School C e r t i f i c a t e 
(1917-on) was no improvement and a t t r a c t e d severe c r i t i c i s m (though 
not s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the f a c t t h a t a l l seven boards o f f e r e d e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y , s i x european, only one american and none any wider-world 
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h i s t o r y ) . The GCE examination was s i m i l a r l y open to c r i t i c i s m . Of 
57 schools surveyed i n 1963, only 19 taught any 20th century h i s t o r y ; 
and a 1967 survey showed overwhelmingly b r i t i s h and european s y l l a b u s 
content, only two o f f e r i n g U.S. h i s t o r y , and only four any world 
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s y l l a b u s e s . 
Most boards, however, had s y l l a b u s e s w i t h some 'world' emphasis 
by 1970. 'World a f f a i r s , 1919 to the p r e s e n t 1 , a r i s i n g from s c h o o l 
i n i t i a t i v e s , was accepted by London, who examined the f i r s t 764 
candidates (36 s c h o o l s ) i n 1967. By 1973, t h e r e were 5200 
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ca n d i d a t e s , and by 1980, 8,000. Even e a r l i e r i n i t i a t i v e had been 
taken by the A s s o c i a t e d Board i n the 1950's w i t h ' B r i t a i n and world 
a f f a i r s ' , but, a t t r a c t i n g only 116 candidates i n 1960 (one-tenth of 
the numbers f o r any b r i t i s h option) i t was withdrawn. R e s u r r e c t e d , 
i t drew 221 i n 1966, 1910 i n 1971, and, renamed 'World a f f a i r s s i n c e 
1914', 11406 i n 1981. From 1972, the AEB a l s o ran 'World powers and 
world events i n the t w e n t i e t h century', which by 1981 had i n c r e a s e d 
from 378 to 833 candidates; and from 1979, 'World powers i n the 20th 
* 
Impact i s c u r r e n t l y (1983) ongoing. A d d i t i o n a l Schools C o u n c i l 
f i n a n c i a l support was extended to 1982. 
** The London board s t a r t e d 1838, Oxford and Cambridge l o c a l s 1858, 
the Oxbridge j o i n t board 1874. 
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century', g i v i n g much g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n to China, w i t h 437 by 1981. 
The J o i n t M a t r i c u l a t i o n Board, too, had introduced i t s 'Great powers 
1870-1939' paper i n 1964, with 2327 c a n d i d a t e s . That developed i n t o 
'Europe and the modern world' from 1969, w i t h 10014 c a n d i d a t e s , and 
by 1980, 20,108 (691 c e n t r e s ) . I n a d d i t i o n , a new A/0 s y l l a b u s , 
'China, Japan and I n d i a i n modern times,' took i t s f i r s t candidates 
i n 1981. S i m i l a r l y , the Southern Board (1968-on) the Oxford and 
Cambridge l o c a l s (1970-on) and the Oxford and Cambridge Board (mid 
1960's) a l l introduced world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s by 1970, the 
Cambridge l o c a l s a l l o w i n g p a r t i a l s p e c i a l i s a t i o n i n contemporary 
China. 
At 'A' l e v e l , four boards o f f e r e d s y l l a b u s e s i n c l u d i n g world 
h i s t o r y by the e a r l y 1970's though one (Cambridge l o c a l s ) had 
o r i g i n a t e d i n 1943, w i t h i t s f i v e candidates f r e e to choose questions 
on the F a r E a s t , I n d i a , South America and other world r e g i o n s . That 
mutated (1946) i n t o the 'World A f f a i r s ' s y l l a b u s , w i t h 204 candidates 
i n 1980. No l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t , however, was London's 'Great powers i n 
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the F a r E a s t ' (1970-on). 
C r i t i c i s m of GCE boards of c o n c e n t r a t i n g almost e x c l u s i v e l y on 
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b r i t i s h and european h i s t o r y has been too sweeping. On the other 
hand, the CSE undoubtedly gave much needed i m p e t u s . 1 0 1 Set up i n 
1965, i t owed i t s o r i g i n s to the s e a r c h f o r a more r e l e v a n t 
c u r r i c u l u m f o l l o w i n g c o m p r e h e n s i v i s a t i o n , and thus o f f e r e d e v i d e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r new c u r r i c u l u m content. A l l 14 boards o f f e r e d '20th 
century world' o p t i o n s , and though most candidates p r e f e r r e d domestic 
c h o i c e s , the new examination was s t r a i g h t w a y seen as "encouraging 
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more d e t a i l e d study of e x t r a - b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . By the e a r l y 
1970's CSE h i s t o r y examined more candidates than GCE, and though only 
a m i n o r i t y o f f e r e d 'world' options, subsequent growth was s t r i k i n g . 
Candidates f o r E a s t A n g l i a ' s four world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s rose to 
8193 by 1981; those f o r the South E a s t e r n board's s y l l a b u s from 811 
i n 1965 to 4815 by 1980; f o r the L a n c a s h i r e board from 105 (1966) to 
1506 (1980); f o r the Y o r k s h i r e board from 151 to 2506 (1981); f o r the 
West Yorks and L i n d s e y board to 805 (1981); and f o r the North Western 
board's paper from 394 (1966) to 5284 (1981). Even by 1972, Longden 
was concluding t h a t CSE had given "very c o n s i d e r a b l e boost to the 
development and expansion of world h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g " , not l e a s t 
because i t broke "the v i c i o u s c i r c l e of t h e r e being l i t t l e because 
th e r e were few world h i s t o r y textbooks ... A v a s t new examinations 
market was being c r e a t e d and t e a c h e r s ... could be reasonably c e r t a i n 
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103 t h a t p u b l i s h e r s would be keen to e x p l o i t i t " . Subsequent impetus 
was given by the Schools C o u n c i l 13-16 p r o j e c t . From 1972, 2,000 
c h i l d r e n i n 60 s c h o o l s followed i t , t a k i n g the f i r s t examinations i n 
1976, by which time the growing commitment i n s c h o o l s was e v i d e n t . 
I n 1981, of the E a s t Anglian board's 8193 c a n d i d a t e s f o r i t s four 
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'world' s y l l a b u s e s , 2211 entered f o r SCP H i s t o r y ( j o i n t ) . 
I n more r e c e n t y e a r s , an a c t i v e p a r t has a l s o been pla y e d by 
* 
higher education. L i t t l e evidence has been unearthed from the 
1950's and one w r i t e r (1950) r e g r e t t e d the l a c k of u n i v e r s i t y 
i n t e r e s t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s by comparison w i t h the USA.^"^^ 
The importance i n the 1960's of the London U n i v e r s i t y I n s t i t u t e of 
Education has a l r e a d y been suggested, however, and was f u r t h e r 
demonstrated by a c h a i r i n the t e a c h i n g of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s 
(1960) and t e a c h e r s ' conferences on world h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a (1962-3). 
I n 1977, the i n s t i t u t e o f f e r e d 10 world h i s t o r y c o u r s e s . B y the 
same decade, 'world'-focussed a c t i v i t i e s were t a k i n g p l a c e i n 
t e a c h e r - e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s i n c l u d i n g the Cambridge and Keele 
i n s t i t u t e s of education, Westminster C o l l e g e Oxford, L e i c e s t e r and 
North S t a f f s p o l y t e c h n i c s , S t . Martins L a n c a s t e r , J o r d a n h i l l , 
Plymouth,, Didsbury, Edge H i l l , Wall H a l l , Coventry and Winchester 
c o l l e g e s . By the l a t e 1970s, Oxford P o l y t e c h n i c could h o s t a 
conference on i n t e r n a t i o n a l education i n h i g h e r education 
i n s t i t u t i o n s (1979) and i t was thought worthwhile s e t t i n g up a World 
S t u d i e s Teacher-Education Network. I n the same p e r i o d , a r e s o u r c e s 
c e n t r e opened a t Newman C o l l e g e , Birmingham, to a s s i s t t e a c h e r s 
i n t e r e s t e d i n A f r i c a , Japan and China; a s i m i l a r venture began a t 
Southampton w i t h Unesco support; and a t h i r d a t Groby C o l l e g e , 
L e i c e s t e r , p u b l i s h i n g i t s q u a r t e r l y World S t u d i e s J o u r n a l , which from 
1981 a l s o i n c l u d e d WSTEN m a t e r i a l s . 
C l o s e l y i n v o l v e d w i t h these has been the One World T r u s t , 
founded i n 1952 to h e l p c h i l d r e n achieve "a world p e r s p e c t i v e ... an 
understanding and a t o l e r a n c e ... f o r the innumerable t r a d i t i o n s and 
p a t t e r n s of behaviour found throughout the world ... an awareness of 
s u p r a n a t i o n a l l o y a l t i e s as the n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n f o r the l e g i t i m a t e 
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f u l f i l m e n t of n a t i o n a l ones". I n 1973 the t r u s t launched i t s 
World S t u d i e s P r o j e c t to promote c u r r i c u l u m innovation. Over 
** 
the next seven y e a r s , w i t h DES support, the p r o j e c t p u b l i s h e d 
* 
For SOAS, see i n f r a , pp.138-9. ** And Leverhulme T r u s t . 
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108 m a t e r i a l s f o r classroom use, was i n v o l v e d i n 250 i n - s e r v i c e 
c o u r s e s , and, through i t s World S t u d i e s B u l l e t i n , took over 14 i s s u e s 
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of New E r a . I n 1980, i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the L a n c a s t e r Centre f o r 
Peace S t u d i e s , a c u r r i c u l u m p r o j e c t , World S t u d i e s 8-13 was s e t up as 
* 
a Schools C o u n c i l p i l o t p r o j e c t . The Schools C o u n c i l ' s d i r e c t o r of 
s t u d i e s became WEF's b r i t i s h chairman from 1982. The j o i n t chairman 
of the WSP s t e e r i n g group from 1973 was Henderson. The e d i t o r of New 
E r a , the ILEA s t a f f i n s p e c t o r f o r h i s t o r y , and such as Heater and 
Doncaster were a l s o i n v o l v e d . The One World T r u s t was i t s e l f founded 
by the PGWG. The network e f f e c t i s again apparent. 
C l o s e r s c r u t i n y of post-war growth of i n t e r e s t i n Chinese 
h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e among b r i t i s h educators i s now a p p r o p r i a t e . 
Growth of i n t e r e s t t h e r e undoubtedly has b e e n . ^ ^ I n 1963 a new 
department a t Leeds supplemented those a t Cambridge, Durham, London 
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and Oxford. I n 1966, an "upsurge of i n t e r e s t " i n a s i a n h i s t o r y 
was detected, going " f a r beyond the immediate o b j e c t i v e of 
e x p l a i n i n g ... the a s i a n r e v o l u t i o n " , and c o n s i d e r i n g A s i a " i n 
r e l a t i o n to i t s own i n h e r i t a n c e " though study of l i t e r a r y , 
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s c i e n t i f i c , t e c h n o l o g i c a l and s o c i a l achievement. Two y e a r s 
l a t e r , a growing number of s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s w i s h i n g to s p e c i a l i s e i n 
China was r e p o r t e d . P a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of the language, study 
of the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement throughout the 1960s suggests 
quickening of i n t e r e s t , w i t h correspondence advocating Chinese i n 
s c h o o l s ; announcement of a Chinese course supported by work on 
h i s t o r y , c u l t u r e and contemporary a f f a i r s a t Abingdon, w i t h 
co-operation from the Cambridge examining board; developments i n over 
a dozen f u r t h e r education c o l l e g e s w i t h Schools C o u n c i l support; the 
f i r s t western conference on Chinese l i t e r a t u r e ; Chinese l e s s o n s on 
r a d i o ; and even d i s c u s s i o n i n p a r l i a m e n t . 
That surge of i n t e r e s t cannot be c o n s i d e r e d without r e f e r e n c e to 
the Chinese communist r e v o l u t i o n , which " f o r c e d h i s t o r i a n s and o t h e r s 
to r e c o n s i d e r t h e i r b a s i c p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s about A s i a and A s i a ' s p l a c e 
i n the World", s i n c e " i t was soon found t h a t the attempt to 
understand ... l e d back i n t o the d i s t a n t p a s t ... t h a t much about the 
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new China was deeply rooted i n the o l d " . However, i t i s important 
to s t r e s s t h a t , as i n the pre-war p e r i o d , growth of i n t e r e s t i n China 
i n b r i t i s h e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s must be seen a g a i n s t a b a c k c l o t h 
of broadening concern f o r h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s of more g l o b a l v i s i o n , P a r t funded by Rowntree T r u s t 
132 
which, though i n f l u e n c e from c h r i s t i a n or humanistic c o n v i c t i o n 
should not be discounted, has i t s e l f been g a l v a n i s e d by world 
p o l i t i c a l e v ents. 
I n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s on China, some i n f l u e n t i a l 
v o i c e s have a l r e a d y been mentioned, not l e a s t Unesco, Barraclough, 
Dance and T o y n b e e . A s w i t h world h i s t o r y , the p o s i t i o n of Toynbee 
i s e v i d e n t , h i s work ac c e p t i n g both the p a s t and f u t u r e c e n t r a l i t y of 
China i n the m e t a h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n . I n 1948 he produced a powerful 
* 
p l e a f o r world h i s t o r y through Chinese examples. The world l a y i n 
the hands of the " n o t o r i o u s l y r a c e - c o n s c i o u s ... E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
peoples", but r e t u r n eastwards of the human fulcrum was i n e v i t a b l e . 
The Chinese empire had been "the o l d e s t , most s u c c e s s f u l and most 
b e n e f i c e n t of ... p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s " , i t s people i n t e l l i g e n t , 
broadminded and s t a t e s m a n l i k e . Other n a t i o n s ' " p a r i s h pump 
p o l i t i c s " , " u n e d i f y i n g anarchy" and audacious p r e t e n s i o n s stood i n 
sharp c o n t r a s t . Nonetheless, B r i t a i n ' s " i n t e r n a t i o n a l crime" had 
i n i t i a t e d a p e r i o d of western supremacy. That had f o r c e d the E a s t to 
r e - t h i n k , w h i l s t by c o n t r a s t the West was stuck i n " a r c h a i c mud", a 
" l o c a l c i v i l i s a t i o n " , hugging "smug and s l o v e n l y " i l l u s i o n s . 
Westerners must now r e a d j u s t t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l outlooks and a c c e p t 
t h a t "the p a s t h i s t o r i e s of our ... l i v i n g contemporaries - Chinese, 
Japanese, Hindus and Muslims - are going to become a p a r t of our 
western p a s t h i s t o r y i n a f u t u r e world which w i l l i n h e r i t a l l 
c u l t u r e s " . Our c h i l d r e n would grow to be " h e i r s of Confucius and 
L a o - t s e as w e l l as S o c r a t e s , P l a t o and P l o t i n u s " . 
Toynbee's i n s i s t e n c e on the study of Chinese h i s t o r y was thrown 
i n t o sharper r e l i e f , however, by i t s r a r i t y . Only f i v e other items 
of substance d i r e c t l y advocating the study of Chinese h i s t o r y a t any 
l e v e l have been found i n popular j o u r n a l s . I n H i s t o r y , a 14-year 
blank followed the Toynbee a r t i c l e . Support then came from the 
apparently u n l i k e l y f i g u r e of B u t t e r f i e l d (1962) who urged western 
h i s t o r i a n s to i n v e s t i g a t e i n p a r t i c u l a r Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h y , to 
e n r i c h a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e i r own t r a d i t i o n . The West needed a b e t t e r 
understanding of the E a s t . H i s t o r i c a l study could give i n s i g h t i n t o 
" j u s t the t h i n g s which are most profound and ... most a s s u r e d l y 
permanent". That r e q u i r e d i n t e n s i f i e d study of Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h y 
by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s , to c a p i t a l i s e upon the advances a l r e a d y achieved. 
* The f i r s t m a t e r i a l of any substance on China i n H i s t o r y s i n c e 
1916. 
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Moreover, danger of s u p e r f i c i a l i t y i n h i s t o r y i n u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
sc h o o l s must be t a c k l e d by digging deep i n t o the h i s t o r y of the 
E a s t . 
I n another j o u r n a l , a second w r i t e r (1968) b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e d 
attempts to tea c h Chinese h i s t o r y i n a l i b e r a l s t u d i e s programme, 
cautioned a g a i n s t e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y and argued both f o r studying modern 
China i n world p e r s p e c t i v e and f o r e a r l i e r Chinese h i s t o r y as p a r t of 
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education f o r world understanding. 
A t h i r d w r i t e r (1972) attempted to e s t a b l i s h the v a l u e of 
t e a c h i n g Chinese h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s , both to f u r t h e r an understanding 
of China i n the modern world and a l s o because of i t s i n t r i n s i c 
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i n t e r e s t . The same author i n subsequent a r t i c l e s (1974, 1975) 
brought together e x t e n s i v e l i s t s of r e s o u r c e s - t e x t books, novels 
and other m a t e r i a l s - and a s s e r t e d t h a t the only s i g n i f i c a n t o b s t a c l e 
to t e a c h i n g about China i n schools was the l a c k of c u l t u r a l * , , 120* background. 
A few other b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s i n j o u r n a l s l i k e l y t o be read by 
t e a c h e r s have been d i s c o v e r e d . C o n t r i b u t o r s to H i s t o r y , f o r 
i n s t a n c e , have s p o r a d i c a l l y pointed to the need f o r "China, or some 
other n e g l e c t e d t o p i c " (1942); recommended beginning a s i a n geography 
w i t h Marco Polo (1944); observed t h a t "the l a s t g r e a t war began i n 
Manchuria" (1947); p e r c e i v e d Chinese h i s t o r y as a t o p i c "about which 
we s h a l l a l l i n the f u t u r e need to know much more"; a s s e r t e d t h a t 
her e a r l i e r h i s t o r y had "not been adequately covered f o r c h i l d r e n " 
(1962); and i n s i s t e d t h a t i n s c h o o l s t h e r e was "now no reason f o r the 
h i s t o r y of China ... being t r e a t e d w i t h l e s s i n t e l l e c t u a l 
121 
p r e c i s i o n ... than the h i s t o r y of France" (1976). Teachers going 
on to read academic reviews i n the same j o u r n a l may have been given 
f u r t h e r food f o r thought by o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s to the p o t e n t i a l 
f a s c i n a t i o n and world importance of Chinese t o p i c s , i n c l u d i n g the i r s t - e v e r reminder i n a pular b r i t i s  j o u r n a l (1964) t h a t Chines
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events should be s t u d i e d i n the context of Chinese h i s t o r y . I n 
more r e c e n t y e a r s , moreover, the growing number of reviews may have 
made some t e a c h e r s 
1975, f i v e i n 1977 
made some t e a c h e r s ponder: s i x pages of reviews on Chinese h i s t o r y i n 
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He f a i l e d to take i n t o account o b s t a c l e s r e l a t e d to r a c i a l and 
e t h n i c s t e r e o t y p i n g i n a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n (See supra, pp.28-34; 
i n f r a , pp.85-90, 303-13). 
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A s m a l l number of recommendations have been t r a c e d i n other 
j o u r n a l s . An important Times L i t e r a r y Supplement a r t i c l e i n 1966 
suggested t h a t c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l , r e l i g i o u s and economic a s p e c t s of 
a s i a n , e s p e c i a l l y Chinese, h i s t o r y could open up more u n i v e r s a l i s t 
and comparative h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s f o r w e s t e r n e r s . An e q u a l l y 
important New E r a a r t i c l e i n 1971 made strong use of Chinese examples 
i n advocacy of world h i s t o r y . Our t e a c h i n g betrayed a preoccupation 
w i t h western european h i s t o r y , e s p e c i a l l y " f u t i l e " n a t i o n a l e n t i t i e s . 
Chinese i n v e n t i o n s , f o r i n s t a n c e , should comprise a "major s u b j e c t of 
d i s c u s s i o n " , y e t enjoyed " h a r d l y any mention". H i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s 
must be r e a s s e s s e d to b r i n g out the "mutual indebtedness" of world 
a r e a s . "Chinese, A f r i c a n and I n d i a n h i s t o r y ... are i n t e g r a t e d p a r t s 
of our modern consciousness ... we must be concerned w i t h (these) 
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other c i v i l i s a t i o n s " . 
I n a d d i t i o n , t e a c h e r s cannot have overlooked some r e f e r e n c e s to 
Chinese h i s t o r y as supportive of the language study advocated i n some 
i s s u e s of the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement. There were none before a 
l e t t e r i n 1961 c a l l i n g f o r " r a p i d i n c r e a s e i n the number of those 
able to read Chinese sources i n the o r i g i n a l " , adding t h a t study of 
the h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l background would be " e s s e n t i a l " . 
Correspondence followed, suggesting t h a t o r i e n t a l departments 
e s t a b l i s h l i n k s w i t h s c h o o l s . The f o l l o w i n g year a s p e c i a l f e a t u r e 
on l e a r n i n g Chinese was accompanied by the paper's f i r s t f r o n t page 
comment on the s u b j e c t . Knowledge of China's ways was i m p e r a t i v e : "A 
g r e a t number of people w i t h d e t a i l e d knowledge of Chinese language, 
h i s t o r y , thought and customs" was needed. There was "matter here f o r 
everyone ... h i s t o r i a n and s o c i o l o g i s t , a r t student and p o l i t i c a l 
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s c i e n t i s t " . 
I n f l u e n c e s upon any a s p e c t of school c u r r i c u l u m development can 
not be surveyed without r e f e r e n c e to s p e c i a l i s t s c h o l a r s h i p . As 
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p r e v i o u s l y noted, the p e r i o d saw r a p i d advances, i n which american 
r e s e a r c h s c h o o l s such as the Harvard E a s t A s i a n Center were 
** 
prominent. The F a r E a s t e r n Q u a r t e r l y was launched i n 1941, and the 
A s s o c i a t i o n f o r A s i a n S t u d i e s i n 1948. I n 1968 the p r e s i d e n t of the 
R e g r e t t a b l y , the newspaper f a i l e d to pursue the s u b j e c t , save 
f o r o c c a s i o n a l l e t t e r s and notes and a b r i e f a r t i c l e i n 1972 
(E. O'Connor, i n TES 25/8/1972,4) advocating work on Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n as p a r t of an a r e a s t u d i e s approach. 
** J . of A s i a n S t u d i e s 1956-on. 
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American H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n noted "a flow of new work i n Chinese 
s t u d i e s " , and claimed t h a t the "unprecedented a t t e n t i o n " c u r r e n t l y 
given by the AHA to A s i a i n d i c a t e d a new "sense of g l o b a l 
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b a l a n c e " . The next y e a r , the American H i s t o r i c a l Review, a f t e r 80 
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y e a r s of r e l a t i v e n e g l e c t , p r i n t e d three a r t i c l e s on China and two 
on other e a s t a s i a n t o p i c s . Meanwhile, the f r u i t s of U.S. 
s c h o l a r s h i p were being s y n t h e s i s e d f o r t e a c h e r s by the S e r v i c e Center 
f o r A s i a n S t u d i e s , s e t up i n 1971 to a d v i s e on the b e s t a v a i l a b l e 
m a t e r i a l s . 
* 
L i k e w i s e i n B r i t a i n , p u b l i s h e d s c h o l a r s h i p i n c r e a s e d g r e a t l y . 
Much was w r i t t e n f o r s p e c i a l i s t s , but a growing number of u n i v e r s i t y 
s c h o l a r s bridged the gap between minutiae and g e n e r a l r e a d a b i l i t y , 
brought the world s i g n i f i c a n c e of Chinese h i s t o r y more c l e a r l y than 
before to p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n , and made r i c h r e s o u r c e s , l a r g e l y from 
indigenous t e x t u a l or a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence, a v a i l a b l e f o r use by 
e n t e r p r i s i n g t e a c h e r s . They i n c l u d e d Waley, o f f e r i n g w e s t e r n e r s 
t h e i r f i r s t r e a l i n s i g h t i n t o Chinese views of the opium war; 
Needham, r e v o l u t i o n i s i n g western p e r c e p t i o n s of world s c i e n c e and 
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technology; and a dozen o t h e r s . I n 1962 the Cambridge s c h o l a r 
P u r c e l l produced a pamphlet r e p r e s e n t i n g a t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n the study 
and t e a c h i n g of Chinese h i s t o r y i n B r i t a i n . Only the second 
** 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p u b l i c a t i o n on China i n 56 y e a r s , i t c l e a r l y 
showed t e a c h e r s the " i n e l u c t a b l e f a c t s " of the c o n t i n u i t y of Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n and i t s importance to the world. I n a d d i t i o n , i t 
conveyed to the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t , probably f o r the f i r s t time i n most 
c a s e s , knowledge of Needham's f i n d i n g s concerning China's s c i e n t i f i c 
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and t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n f l u e n c e on the West throughout h i s t o r y . 
Needham 1s p l a c e i n the t r u e understanding of world c u l t u r a l 
e v o l u t i o n may be compared to Darwin's i n b i o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s . L i k e 
Darwin he has destroyed the s h i b b o l e t h s of g e n e r a t i o n s . His work, 
seen as having "brought us c l o s e r to the p o i n t a t which a genuine 
dialogue can take p l a c e between the a n c i e n t E a s t and the modern 
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West", demands c l o s e r s c r u t i n y i n any study of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e s i n b r i t i s h education. 
A r e s e a r c h biochemist, Needham worked c l o s e l y w i t h Chinese 
s c i e n t i s t s before and during the war, when he developed h i s 
Though not i n the mainstream h i s t o r i c a l j o u r n a l s . (See i n f r a , 
pp.150-1, 258-60). 
** See a l s o J.T. P r a t t , China and Japan, 1944. 
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c o n v i c t i o n " t h a t Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n had p l a y e d a r o l e of h i t h e r t o 
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unrecognised amplitude i n the h i s t o r y of s c i e n c e and technology". 
He l a t e r l e c t u r e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y f o r Unesco on the u n i t y of s c i e n c e , 
i n p a r t i c u l a r the Chinese c o n t r i b u t i o n , and became i n t u r n FRS, 
master of G o n v i l l e and C a i u s and f o r e i g n member of Academia S i n i c a . 
I n 1954, when prominent U.S. s c h o l a r s were lamenting t h a t "the 
n a t i v e r o o t s of s c i e n c e and technology i n China have not y e t been 
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thoroughly examined", the f i r s t of seven planned volumes of 
S c i e n c e and C i v i l i s a t i o n i n China was p u b l i s h e d . I t claimed Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n to be " e s s e n t i a l l y autochthonous". Medieval China had 
maintained l e v e l s of s c i e n t i f i c knowledge "unapproached i n the West". 
Nonetheless, China had been " g r e a t l y misunderstood", and w e s t e r n e r s 
had completely overlooked a "long s u c c e s s i o n " of t e c h n i c a l 
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d i s c o v e r i e s taken over from her over a p e r i o d of 13 c e n t u r i e s . 
Needham's re v i e w e r (1956) b e l i e v e d the work "of the h i g h e s t 
importance. U n t i l now, even by those who know vaguely t h a t the 
Chinese had p r i n t i n g or gunpowder or paper money c e n t u r i e s before the 
West, such s c r a p s of information have g e n e r a l l y been looked upon as 
i s o l a t e d c u r i o s i t i e s w i t h no r e a l b e a r i n g on the course of human 
h i s t o r y ... Needham's work promises ... to make t h i s a t t i t u d e f o r 
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evermore i m p o s s i b l e " . R e g r e t t a b l y , i t s c l o s e l y d e t a i l e d volumes 
have probably been r a r e l y read i n f u l l . However, a good p a r t of 
Needham's p u b l i s h e d work was subsequently d i s t i l l e d i n t o four more-
manageable books (1969, 1970, 1975, 1981). I n one (1969) c l a i m i n g 
t h a t "an o v e r a l l p i c t u r e of the world's indebtedness to E a s t A s i a , 
e s p e c i a l l y China, i s emerging very c l e a r l y " , he i n s i s t e d t h a t i t 
would be " b e t t e r to admit t h a t men of the a s i a n c u l t u r e s a l s o helped 
to l a y the foundations of maths and a l l the s c i e n c e s ... (and) to 
give more a t t e n t i o n to the h i s t o r y and v a l u e s of the non-european 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s ... no l e s s e x a l t e d and i n s p i r i n g than our own ... l e t 
us g i v e up t h a t i n t e l l e c t u a l p r i d e which b o a s t s t h a t 'We are the 
people and wisdom was born w i t h us'". I n another (1970) p o i n t i n g out 
t h a t "few have any i d e a of the e x t e n t to which medieval european 
technology was indebted to the F a r E a s t " , he p a i n t e d formidably 
u n i v e r s a l i s t landscapes. Modern s c i e n c e i n c l u d e d " c o n t r i b u t i o n s from 
a l l the peoples of the o l d world, and each ... has flowed 
continuously i n t o i t , whether from greek and roman a n t i q u i t y .. the 
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a r a b i c world or ... the c u l t u r e s of China and of I n d i a " . 
No t e a c h e r reading any of the four, and genuinely seeking to 
show c h i l d r e n i n t e r a c t i o n a l p a t t e r n s i n world h i s t o r y , could have 137 
j u s t i f i e d f a i l u r e r a d i c a l l y to r e s t r u c t u r e h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s and i n 
p a r t i c u l a r to g i v e China much g r e a t e r prominence. C e r t a i n l y , t h e r e 
could no longer be any excuse f o r p e r p e t u a t i o n i n s c h o o l s of 
Hearnshaw's image (1924) of "the somewhat segregated c i v i l i s a t i o n s of 
China and I n d i a " , i n which "above a l l , China went on i t s l o n e l y way 
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i s o l a t e d from ... the advancing world". 
Be s i d e s i n d i v i d u a l s c h o l a r s , a number of English-language 
139 „ , . . , . . , 1 4 0 magazines (some Peking-based) s p e c i a l i s t j o u r n a l s and 
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sympathetic o r g a n i s a t i o n s have disseminated knowledge about 
contemporary and h i s t o r i c China to a widening p u b l i c . Of 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , the most i n f l u e n t i a l e d u c a t i o n a l l y has been the 
S o c i e t y f o r Anglo-Chinese Understanding (1965-on) which, b e s i d e s 
conferences and c u l t u r a l e x h i b i t i o n s , has o f f e r e d a speakers s e r v i c e 
to schools and c o l l e g e s , and has p u b l i s h e d s e v e r a l resource packs on 
c h i n a f o r t e a c h e r s , an i r r e g u l a r s e r i e s , China I n the News, and a 
popular magazine, China Now. Two i s s u e s of the l a t t e r (1978,1983) 
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have been devoted to t e a c h i n g about China. 
SACU's founder-president was Needham, but support has a l s o been 
given by s t a f f of the London School of O r i e n t a l and A f r i c a n S t u d i e s , 
which, through d i r e c t t e a c h e r - c o n t a c t s , has undoubtedly been most 
vigorous of a l l e n g l i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s i n supporting world p e r s p e c t i v e s 
i n s c h o o l s , not l e a s t i n r e s p e c t of China. I t s growth was s t i m u l a t e d 
by war, then by the Scarborough r e p o r t (1946) which condemned b r i t i s h 
n e g l e c t of o r i e n t a l , S l a v o n i c and a f r i c a n s t u d i e s as "unworthy of our 
country and people" and urged u n i v e r s i t y l e a d e r s h i p , e s p e c i a l l y a t 
SOAS. F u r t h e r impetus came from the Hayter r e p o r t (1961) the Robbins 
r e p o r t (1963) and l a r g e - s c a l e funded r e s e a r c h . The h i s t o r y department 
became B r i t a i n ' s l a r g e s t h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h school and f i v e new 
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r e s e a r c h c e n t r e s i n c l u d e d one on f a r e a s t e r n s t u d i e s . By 1979 
t h e r e were 220 academic s t a f f , i n c l u d i n g 24 s p e c i a l i s t s on Chinese 
h i s t o r y and s o c i e t y ; the l i b r a r y h e l d 500,000 books, i n c l u d i n g 1200 
e a r l y works on China; the P e r c i v a l David Foundation was recognised as 
one of the world's l e a d i n g c o l l e c t i o n s of Chinese a r t ; and the 
Contemporary China I n s t i t u t e , p u b l i s h i n g i t s China Q u a r t e r l y , was a 
l e a d i n g world c e n t r e f o r r e s e a r c h . O v e r a l l , SOAS was the world's 
Needham's impact was complemented by the e x h i b i t i o n of 
t r a d i t i o n a l Chinese medicine a t the Wellcome Museum,1966. 
The 1978 attempt was d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y s u p e r f i c i a l , w i t h an 
inadequate l i s t of recommended books f o r s c h o o l s . 
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l a r g e s t a f r o - a s i a n s t u d i e s s c h o o l , o f f e r i n g 68 degree courses 
i n c l u d i n g Chinese, p l u s options i n c l u d i n g h i s t o r y , e a s t a s i a n 
h i s t o r y , and Chinese-japanese h i s t o r y . Chinese law, a r t and geography 
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could a l s o be taken as degree components. 
One d i s t i n c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n has been i n the r e l a t i v e l y 
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n e g l e c t e d f i e l d of Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . Conferences i n the 
1950s culminated i n a major p u b l i c a t i o n on a s i a n h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s 
(1961) i n c l u d i n g one volume on China and Japan. That work induced a 
sharper r e a l i s a t i o n among european and b r i t i s h h i s t o r y s p e c i a l i s t s , 
i n c l u d i n g B u t t e r f i e l d (1962) of the importance of China's c u l t u r a l 
t r a d i t i o n . 
Even more important to the p r e s e n t study has been SOAS's c l o s e 
i n t e r e s t i n s c h o o l s . The f i r s t TES l e t t e r (1961) urging Chinese 
language and h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s and the f i r s t TES a r t i c l e (1972) 
advocating Chinese h i s t o r y were penned by a p r o f e s s o r of Chinese and 
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an extramural s t u d i e s d i r e c t o r . The extramural d i v i s i o n s t a r t e d i n 
1952. Many t e a c h e r s ' courses on world and Chinese h i s t o r y were 
promoted (45 conferences and 100 l e c t u r e s 1978-9) b e s i d e s s i x t h - f o r m 
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conferences (ten, 1978-9, attended by over 1,000). A 
t e a c h e r - f e l l o w s h i p scheme s t a r t e d 1964, i t s 105 f e l l o w s by 1980 
comprising an important network. Subsequently, a r e s o u r c e s c e n t r e was 
e s t a b l i s h e d , producing c u r r i c u l u m and r e s o u r c e s handbooks and drawing 
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upon f e l l o w s h i p programmes i n the p r o c e s s . 
L a s t l y , more 'popular' s t i m u l i to Chinese h i s t o r y i n schools 
demand c o n s i d e r a t i o n . H i s t o r y Today contained from 1951 a number of 
r e l e v a n t a r t i c l e s . S t r i k i n g examples i n c l u d e d v i g n e t t e s (1951,1953) 
of the f a l l of Loyang ("a t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n h i s t o r y " ) and the Han 
p e r i o d ' s g r e a t urban c e n t r e s ; a suggestion (1954) t h a t China's 
p r i n t i n g of her c l a s s i c s was more important to world c i v i l i s a t i o n 
than the f a l l of Constantinople; i n s i s t e n c e (1955) t h a t "the modern 
world i s s t i l l i n debt to China"; an i l l u s t r a t e d i n t r o d u c t i o n to 
Chinese h i s t o r y s i n c e 1644 (1962); and s k e t c h e s (1974, 1975, 1977) of 
T'ang c o u r t l i f e , Cheng Ho's voyages and R i c c i i n C h i n a . I n 1980, 
two SOAS s c h o l a r s j o i n e d the e d i t o r i a l board. The December 1980 i s s u e 
contained t h r e e a r t i c l e s on China and T i b e t . 
Even more 'popular' i n f l u e n c e s on t e a c h e r s ' a t t i t u d e s to China's 
p a s t and p r e s e n t i n c l u d e d w r i t e r s such as Han Suyin, whose A 
many-splendoured t h i n g (1952) was s u c c e s s f u l l y filmed; Buck; Smedley; 
van G u l i k ; Snow; Myrdal; Hinton; and G r e e n e . T h e l a t t e r ' s TV 
s e r i e s (1972) aroused i n t e r e s t , as d i d H a r r i s ' s r a d i o programmes 
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(1973) on China's t r a d i t i o n a l / m o d e r n i n t e r f a c e and I v e n s ' TV f i l m s on 
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contemporary China (1982). Newspapers and magazine a r t i c l e s 
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probably s t i m u l a t e d i n t e r e s t a l s o . The most notable popular 
i n f l u e n c e , however, was London's g r e a t Chinese E x h i b i t i o n (1973-4). 
I t s 380 a r t e f a c t s evidenced to 771,466 v i s i t o r s "a m a r v e l l o u s l y 
v e r s a t i l e a e s t h e t i c c u l t u r e " of " m a g i s t e r i a l c o n t i n u i t y " , and 
demonstrated t h a t the Chinese genius extended "much f u r t h e r back 
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through h i s t o r y than many west e r n e r s imagine". I t s impact upon 
t e a c h e r s ' t h i n k i n g must have been c o n s i d e r a b l e , e s p e c i a l l y i f 
followed-up by v i s i t s to the permanent e x h i b i t i o n s i n London and the 
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p r o v i n c e s . 
C l e a r l y , t h e r e has been s u s t a i n e d p r e s s u r e from c e r t a i n q u a r t e r s 
f o r t e a c h e r s to give g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n to world, i n some c a s e s 
Chinese h i s t o r y w i t h c h i l d r e n . Furthermore, t h a t p r e s s u r e has not 
lac k e d e f f e c t . As e a r l y as 1950, h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g was noted to be 
" l e s s burdened w i t h n a t i o n a l p r e j u d i c e ... broader i n i t s scope and 
human sympathies"; w h i l s t i n 1953 "an i n c r e a s i n g l y important p l a c e " 
f o r other peoples' h i s t o r y , heroes and c u l t u r e i n school c u r r i c u l a 
was d e t e c t e d . T h e frequency of such r e f e r e n c e s l a t e r i n c r e a s e d . 
One s c h o l a r (1964) reported "a move away from a n g l o c e n t r i c , and even 
from e u r o c e n t r i c h i s t o r y " i n sch o o l s ; w h i l s t HMI (1967) applauded 
s c h o o l s ' i n t r o d u c t i o n of world h i s t o r y f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
understanding, w i t h study of p a s t and p r e s e n t c i v i l i s a t i o n s i n t h e i r 
own r i g h t . 
The pace f u r t h e r quickened i n the 1970s. A trend away from 
" r e s t r i c t e d i n s u l a r i t y t h a t concentrated ... on the h i s t o r y of 
England" was noted i n 1972; Teaching H i s t o r y (1977) observed 
non-european h i s t o r y to be " w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d i n many b r i t i s h s c h o o l s 
... a t r e n d which i s l i k e l y to continue"; and by 1979 a l e a d i n g 
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advocate f e l t world h i s t o r y to be "coming of age". Moreover, t h e r e 
were o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s to world h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g to lower 
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secondary forms by the 1970s. 
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Nonetheless, as wi t h the pre-war p e r i o d , any s u c c e s s of the 
advocacy d e s c r i b e d must not be over-estimated. S e r i o u s n e g l e c t of 
world h i s t o r y has p e r s i s t e d throughout b r i t i s h education to the 
pr e s e n t day. The sanguine opinions of such as Campbell (1960) or Needham (1970) d i d not r e f l e c t the a t t i t u d e s of most post-war b r i t i s h 
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educators. I t can s a f e l y be a s s e r t e d t h a t even by the 1980s, 
world h i s t o r y - and i n p a r t i c u l a r the h i s t o r y of non-european a r e a s 
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such as China - was l a r g e l y absent from the education of a m a j o r i t y 
of b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n . 
Evidence can only be s e l e c t i v e l y quoted. I n 1949 i t was observed 
t h a t h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g s u f f e r e d from "narrowness and incompleteness 
... i t f a i l s to p l a c e european c i v i l i s a t i o n i n a world s e t t i n g " . I n 
1956 i t was " p o s s i b l e ... to l i s t e n to a h i s t o r y l e s s o n which has 
l e a r n t nothing s i n c e 1906". I n 1962, s c h o o l textbooks r e v e a l e d "the 
arrogance of our i m p e r i a l p a s t " and c r e a t e d s t e r e o t y p e s of 
non-Europeans. I n 1964, secondary school h i s t o r y seemed " l a r g e l y the 
s t o r y of n a t i o n a l and c l a s s c o n f l i c t s " . I n 1966 i t was "doubtful 
whether ... L a t i n America, the Middle E a s t , the S o v i e t Union and 
China have been awarded a p l a c e ... commensurate w i t h t h e i r 
s i g n i f i c a n c e " . I n 1967, the DES noted t h a t "the only a t t e n t i o n given 
to any h i s t o r y o u t s i d e t h a t of Europe i s p a i d to c e r t a i n p a r t s of the 
B r i t i s h Commonwealth ... i n a s u b s t a n t i a l proportion of c a s e s , not 
even t h i s b r i e f e x c u r s i o n i s made . .. the a t t e n t i o n p a i d to world 
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h i s t o r y i n our own country i s s m a l l " . A p a r t i c u l a r l y damning 
p i c t u r e was p a i n t e d by the former HMI Hales (1966). World h i s t o r y was 
"very f a r from having won the day". There was a preoccupation w i t h 
England, s e v e r e l y r e s t r i c t i n g european m a t e r i a l and almost e x c l u d i n g 
the r e s t of the world. I n t e r e s t i n the USA was " r a r e " , i n R u s s i a 
" r a r e r " , and i n South America or China "almost completely 
n o n - e x i s t e n t " . A l a r g e body of opinion b e l i e v e d t h a t e n g l i s h 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l h i s t o r y must remain the c o r e . That opinion was 
s t r o n g e s t i n the u n i v e r s i t i e s , whose emphasis was "even more 
e v i d e n t l y upon e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , w i t h a l l t h a t t h i s i m p l i e s f o r the 
i n t e n d i n g school t e a c h e r " . 
Nor have such o b s e r v a t i o n s d i e d away i n the l a s t decade. The 
s t a f f i n s p e c t o r f o r h i s t o r y (1971) admitted i t was " f o o l i s h not to 
r e c o g n i s e how much t r a d i t i o n a l t e a c h i n g , both i n content and method, 
s t i l l goes on". Longden's r e s e a r c h (1972) showed world h i s t o r y 
making "few i n r o a d s ... below f o u r t h form l e v e l ... b r i t i s h h i s t o r y 
s t i l l seems to predominate. Many c l e a r l y regard t h i s as f i t and 
proper". Developments w i t h upper forms r e f l e c t e d , not p o s i t i v e 
t e a c h e r - i n t e r e s t , but mere pragmatism, so t h a t most s y l l a b u s e s 
were " f i r m l y extrenched i n the p r e s e n t century", t h e i r content 
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"predominantly p o l i t i c a l " . Doncaster (1973) found " l i t t l e 
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H i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 211 'world h i s t o r y ' books p u b l i s h e d 1964-70 
showed only 15 c o v e r i n g e a r l i e r p e r i o d s (R Longden, 'History and 
v a l i d i t y of t e a c h i n g world h i s t o r y i n England', MA, 1972, 222). 141 
a t t e n t i o n " to non-western pre-modern h i s t o r y . Most s c h o o l s were slow 
to produce new s y l l a b u s e s f o r lower c l a s s e s , even i n ILEA. Wright 
(1974) noted "a v i c i o u s c i r c l e of poverty" i n t e a c h i n g about the 
non-european world. Tames (1974) p e r c e i v e d the b r i t i s h c h i l d ' s 
world-view r e l e g a t i n g L a t i n America, South E a s t A s i a and Japan "to 
the p e r i p h e r y " . S t e e l e (1976) complained: "the g r e a t m a j o r i t y ... 
s t i l l t ake examinations t h a t a r e t r a d i t i o n a l ... o u t l i n e b r i t i s h or 
european h i s t o r y " . A c o l l e g e l e c t u r e r (1976) maintained t h a t "only 
too f r e q u e n t l y " ignorance about the non-western world was found i n 
sch o o l l e a v e r s . I n g l i s (1979) found "most s t r i k i n g n e g l e c t " of 
non-western s o c i e t i e s and c u l t u r e s i n GCE papers. Even i n 1981, 
school h i s t o r y was r e p r e s e n t e d as implying " t h a t no non-european 
c i v i l i s a t i o n has made a c o n t r i b u t i o n " . I n most s c h o o l s the 
c u r r i c u l u m appeared "a white one t h a t i m p l i e s t h a t A s i a n s , West 
I n d i a n s and A f r i c a n s are not worthy of mention . .. r a r e l y does the 
c u r r i c u l u m mention the a r t i s t i c , l i t e r a r y and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
achievements of A s i a and A f r i c a " . That same year, Habtai concluded 
the scope f o r improvement, due to the p r i o r i t i e s of the s c h o o l s , to 
be " l i m i t e d " . 1 6 4 
The evidence of l a c k of i n t e r e s t i s d i v e r s e , and a few random 
examples must s u f f i c e . I n 1961, 9,000 l e a f l e t s were i s s u e d f o r a 
'one-world' s y l l a b u s competition: 39 e n t r i e s were r e c e i v e d . A l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t y course (1969) e n t i t l e d ' H i s tory: Why? What? How?' showed no 
awareness of the wider world. A r e s e a r c h e r (1973) c o n t r a s t e d what he 
saw as l e s s and more d e s i r a b l e s y l l a b u s e s . The one was l a r g e l y 
b r i t i s h , the other european: v i r t u a l l y no 'world' i n t e r e s t was 
d i s p l a y e d . Of 12 h i s t o r y s e r i e s b r o a d c a s t by ITV i n 1974-5, none 
showed any wider purposes. Of s i x popular school s y l l a b u s e s c i t e d by 
the Schools C o u n c i l h i s t o r y p r o j e c t d i r e c t o r (197 5) f i v e c e n t r e d on 
B r i t a i n . A c o l l e g e of e d u c a t i o n / s c h o o l t e a c h e r s c u r r i c u l u m working 
group (1975) showed strong anglocentrism. Of s i x p r i z e w i n n e r s i n the 
Teaching H i s t o r y e s s a y competition i n 1978, four wrote on England, 
the o t h e r s on Europe and Jerusalem. Even a p r o g r e s s i v e o r g a n i s a t i o n 
of s c h ool h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s i n Cambridge has shown n e g l i g i b l e 
i n t e r e s t : of 52 meetings between 1966 and 1976, only t h r e e or four 
s t u d i e d the wider world, and not one i t s non-european r e g i o n s . 1 6 " ' 
More s c i e n t i f i c a l l y v a l i d evidence may be c i t e d from Smith's 
r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s (1966) . I n 85% of s c h o o l s , the core of lower school 
h i s t o r y was B r i t a i n . Only 21% taught about Europe, 6% America and 28% 
world a f f a i r s . CEWC and Unesco p u b l i c a t i o n s reached a m i n o r i t y of 
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s c h o o l s , and few t e a c h e r s had read them. Most had no r e c o l l e c t i o n of 
' h i s t o r y and i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding' ever being d i s c u s s e d . Only 
35% favoured t e a c h i n g r e c e n t world h i s t o r y . Only 40% of heads of 
h i s t o r y f e l t one o b j e c t i v e should be world understanding. Only 10% of 
p r i n c i p a l s could evidence s t a f f awareness, and only 15% had any 
r e l a t e d p e r s o n a l philosophy. One b e l i e v e d H e r a c l i t u s and A r i s t o t l e 
more v a l u a b l e than world education. Another d i s m i s s e d i t as an 
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" e d u c a t i o n a l f r i l l " . 
A s i m i l a r impression has a r i s e n from a q u e s t i o n n a i r e (1981) to 
200 t e a c h e r s i n t h r e e LEAs, p l u s 100 LEA h i s t o r y a d v i s e r s . Of 128 
respondents, who a l l experienced secondary and t e r t i a r y education 
between 1939 and 1978, w h i l s t 100% r e c o l l e c t e d l e a r n i n g about 
european h i s t o r y , only 85.94% r e c o l l e c t e d north american h i s t o r y , 
82.81% r u s s i a n , 50% i s l a m i c , 43.75% world themes, 39.06% south a s i a n , 
23.44% a f r i c a n , 21.87% e a s t a s i a n , excluding China, and only 20.31% 
south american. Comments in c l u d e d : My fundamental c r i t i c i s m ... i s 
t h a t i t was a p p a l l i n g l y e u r o c e n t r i c (1936-1955); and " I was taught 
h i s t o r y c o n s i s t e n t l y from an empire l o y a l i s t p o i n t of view w i t h 
c h r i s t i a n undertones" (1939-1955) 
Even when world h i s t o r y has found i t s way i n t o school and 
e x t e r n a l examination s y l l a b u s e s or textbooks, such developments 
should be viewed c a u t i o u s l y , s i n c e , as s e v e r a l s c h o l a r s have 
observed, the r e a l i t y has o f t e n been "Western c i v i l i s a t i o n ... w i t h 
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an a f r o - a s i a n f i g - l e a f " . I n 1944, f o r i n s t a n c e , one w r i t e r 
thought "a reasonable course of world h i s t o r y " to c o n s i s t of 
p r e h i s t o r y , the mediterranean and c l a s s i c a l worlds, the middle ages, 
the age of d i s c o v e r y , 18th century c o l o n i e s and r e v o l u t i o n s , and 
modern b r i t i s h and european h i s t o r y . Brimble and May's (1950) c a l l 
f o r world-wide scope was followed by a s y l l a b u s e v i n c i n g l i t t l e 
i n t e r e s t i n non-Europeans. H i l l ' s 'world h i s t o r y * suggestions f o r 
Unesco (1953) were european both i n content and a t t i t u d e . A c o l l e g e 
of education's view of ' u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y ' (1965) was completely 
e u r o - c e n t r i s t , s t r e s s i n g "the c i v i l i s a t i o n s and movements which have 
c o n t r i b u t e d most to our own i n h e r i t a n c e " . Otherwise admirable school 
books p u b l i s h e d i n the 1970's were a l l " f i r m l y rooted i n the 
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t r a d i t i o n of the european n a t i o n - s t a t e " . 
The u n p a l a t a b l e t r u t h i s , t h a t narrow h o r i z o n s , shallow human 
empathy and i n d i f f e r e n c e to any genuine w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s have 
p e r s i s t e d to the p r e s e n t . I n 1981, f o r i n s t a n c e , 200 heads of 
h i s t o r y i n secondary s c h o o l s i n three LEAs and 100 h i s t o r y a d v i s e r s 
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were asked to envisage h i s t o r y courses taught by area approaches, 
and, b e a r i n g i n mind both t h e o r e t i c a l and p r a c t i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s on 
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c u r r i c u l u m planning i n h i s t o r y , to rank 14 given a r e a s . Among only 
128 respondents, world h i s t o r y was p l a c e d f i r s t by 25%, but p l a c e d 
l a s t by 9.37%. I t s average s c a l e p l a c i n g was 4.84/14. Against t h a t , 
37.5% p l a c e d b r i t i s h h i s t o r y f i r s t , only 4.69% e i g h t h or below, and 
i t s average p o s i t i o n was 2.60. L i k e w i s e , 26.56% ranked e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y f i r s t , and 15.62% l o c a l h i s t o r y , and w h i l s t only 7.81% p l a c e d 
Europe f i r s t , a f u r t h e r 56% made i t second or t h i r d , and only 6.25% 
s i x t h or below (none below ninth) i t s average p l a c i n g 2.95. By 
c o n t r a s t , only 7.8%, 9.37%, 1.56% and 3.12% p l a c e d A f r i c a , E a s t A s i a 
e x c l u d i n g China, H i s p a n i c America and the Near/Middle E a s t 
r e s p e c t i v e l y i n the f i r s t f i v e (31.25% ranking H i s p a n i c America 13th 
or 14th) w i t h average p l a c i n g s of 9.17, 9.61, 11.17 and 9.93. I n d i a n 
h i s t o r y was p l a c e d i n the f i r s t f i v e by only 1.56%, the f i r s t e i g h t 
by 10.93%, and the l a s t four by 50%, w i t h an average ranking of 
10.92. Even North America ranked i n the f i r s t t h r e e f o r only 10.93%, 
R u s s i a f o r 14.06% and the B r i t i s h Commonwealth f o r 6.25%, w i t h 
average p l a c i n g s r e s p e c t i v e l y of 5.80, 5.99 and 8.82. Those f i g u r e s 
c o n t r a s t e d s h a r p l y w i t h l o c a l h i s t o r y ' s p l a c i n g i n the f i r s t t h r e e by 
43.75%, the f i r s t f i v e by 75%, the l a s t s i x by 7.81% and w i t h an 
* * 
average s c a l e p o s i t i o n of 4.36. 
Such a t t i t u d e s are h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g when those betrayed by a 
v a r i e t y of i n f l u e n t i a l bodies, p u b l i c a t i o n s and i n d i v i d u a l s are 
c onsidered. When the Norwood committee (1943) asked t e a c h e r s to 
c o n s i d e r the v a l u e of s p e c i f i e d a d d i t i o n s to the h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s , i t 
made no mention of world h i s t o r y . I n 1947, o f f i c i a l opinion was t h a t 
c h i l d r e n should study r e l a t i o n s h i p s between B r i t a i n , her empire and 
* 
A f r i c a , North America, H i s p a n i c America, A s i a , B r i t a i n , B r i t i s h 
Commonwealth, China, England, Europe, I n d i a , l o c a l h i s t o r y , Near 
and Middle E a s t , R u s s i a , world h i s t o r y . (The e x e r c i s e makes no 
c l a i m to any s c i e n t i f i c v a l i d i t y . C l e a r l y , formulating such a 
p r e f e r e n c e i s something many t e a c h e r s would not c o n s c i o u s l y do. 
Y e t i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t such judgements are c o n t i n u a l l y being 
made by t e a c h e r s and o t h e r s . The e x e r c i s e g i v e s a guide, no 
more, to the way a random group of educators see the world i n 
r e l a t i o n to h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g ) . 
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I t should be noted t h a t these f i g u r e s are to be t r e a t e d w i t h 
c a u t i o n , due to some respondents b r a c k e t i n g a r e a s . T h i s has 
favoured the l e s s popular a r e a s , s i n c e a few respondents 
bracketed a l l a f t e r the f i r s t h a l f dozen together, which r a i s e d 
the average sc o r e on the 1-14 s c a l e of A f r i c a , H i s p a n i c America, 
E a s t A s i a , the B r i t i s h Commonwealth, I n d i a and the Near/Middle 
E a s t . 
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UNO. World and non-european h i s t o r y were ignored. I n 1948, an 
o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n on world s o c i e t y a t no p o i n t a d v i s e d the 
te a c h i n g of world h i s t o r y . The o f t - c i t e d Teaching h i s t o r y (1952) 
gave 20 l i n e s t o world h i s t o r y (seven to A s i a ) i n 91 pages. 
V i r t u a l l y a l l examples given of p o s s i b l e t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l r e f e r r e d 
to England, e s p e c i a l l y l o c a l h i s t o r y , w i t h strong s t r e s s on h i s t o r y 
f o r moral example. 1^ 1 
' O f f i c i a l ' a t t i t u d e s showed l i t t l e change almost two decades 
l a t e r . The Plowden committee (1967) though arguing t h a t immigrant 
c u l t u r e could e n r i c h the c u r r i c u l u m , exampled only e n g l i s h events and 
ignored anything beyond Europe. They d i d s t r e s s , however, h i s t o r i c a l 
s t o r i e s f o r "moral development", to o f f e r c h i l d r e n a " h a b i t u a l v i s i o n 
of g r e a t n e s s " : a l l examples were drawn from England and Europe. 
Three y e a r s l a t e r , two i n d i c a t i v e a r t i c l e s were p u b l i s h e d by the 
s t a f f i n s p e c t o r f o r h i s t o r y . The f i r s t concentrated on h i s t o r i c a l 
method: the second, 'new approaches to h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g ' on the 
c e n t r a l i t y of f a m i l y and environmental h i s t o r y . N e i t h e r made more 
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than p a s s i n g r e f e r e n c e to wider-world s y l l a b u s content. 
A study of post-war books on the study and te a c h i n g of h i s t o r y 
has r e v e a l e d a s i m i l a r p i c t u r e . The H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n (1944) 
h e a v i l y emphasised b r i t i s h and european p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , w i t h 
m o r a l - e t h i c a l overtones, and made only 11 one-word r e f e r e n c e s to non-
european c o u n t r i e s i n 26 pages. A f u r t h e r a s s o c i a t i o n p u b l i c a t i o n 
(1946) d e s p i t e supporting c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y to encourage r e s p e c t f o r 
a l i e n peoples, suggested s y l l a b u s c e n t r e d upon the c l a s s i c a l world, 
Europe and e s p e c i a l l y B r i t a i n , w i t h few r e f e r e n c e s to non-european 
lands, and recommended 58 books f o r tea c h e r - u s e i n c l u d i n g 38 on 
B r i t a i n . The same ye a r , Rowse, though " l e d to mention world 
h i s t o r y ... i n which e n g l i s h h i s t o r i a n s have not much ambition to 
sh i n e " , gave only one of 247 pages to i t and then only a quote from 
Wells p l u s a l i s t of u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g Ranke's 
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Weltgeschichte: " I have not read i t " . 
** 
Examples are a l s o found i n p u b l i c a t i o n s (1950-1958) by Strong, 
a d i r e c t o r of education and former t e a c h e r and i n s p e c t o r . H i s t o r y i n 
the primary school (1950) though admitting t h a t " h i s t o r y comprehends 
the whole f i e l d of the endeavours of mankind", argued f o r b r i t i s h 
* 
Longden's favourable i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of i t was q u i t e i n c o r r e c t 
(R. Longden, op c i t , 1971, 165). ** Despite h i s own advocacy of broader p e r s p e c t i v e s i n Teaching f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding (1952) w r i t t e n f o r Unesco. 
145 
h i s t o r y emphasis, i n c l u d e d examples mainly of b r i t i s h t o p i c s , and 
nowhere mentioned world h i s t o r y . E n j o y i n g f i v e r e p r i n t s i n 14 y e a r s , 
i t p a r a l l e l e d Strong's New Primary H i s t o r i e s (1951) which presented a 
e u r o - c e n t r i s t world view d i r e c t to c h i l d r e n . H i s t o r y i n the 
secondary school (1958, 1964) again s t r e s s e d the broader p e r s p e c t i v e 
and the need "to imbue c h i l d r e n w i t h a s p i r i t of sympathy and 
t o l e r a n c e towards peoples d i f f e r e n t from themselves and s o c i e t i e s 
u n l i k e t h e i r own". Strong then argued t h a t h i s t o r y ' s b a s i c r o l e was 
education f o r c i t i z e n s h i p , and advanced an anglo and e u r o - c e n t r i s t 
s y l l a b u s whose f i r s t y e a r , a f t e r "some r e f e r e n c e " to c i v i l i s a t i o n s 
i n c l u d i n g China and I s l a m , focused on Europe and ended with 1066; 
whose second y e a r , a f t e r r e f e r e n c e s to non-Europeans and 
" r e c a p i t u l a t i o n of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n " , was e x c l u s i v e l y european 
and ended w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n ; whose t h i r d y e a r was even 
more narrow, w i t h b r i e f mention of the "awakening" ( s i c ) of Japan, 
and the dismemberment of China; and whose f o u r t h y e a r , f o l l o w i n g 
r e c a p i t u l a t i o n of world c i v i l i s a t i o n s , i n c l u d i n g China, s t u d i e d i n 
d e t a i l modern western s o c i a l developments. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , 
Strong's own secondary textbooks (1933-64) are open to s e r i o u s 
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Neglect may be found much more r e c e n t l y , however. B a l l a r d ' s 
e d i t i o n of e s s a y s (1970) on 'new movements' i n h i s t o r y averred t h a t 
" h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g must break out of the narrow n a t i o n a l i s t i c 
s t r a i t - j a c k e t i n which i t has l i v e d f o r so long", but gave only 10 of 
234 pages to world h i s t o r y . Lamont (1972) and c o n t r i b u t o r s c l e a r l y 
b e l i e v e d t h a t the ' r e a l i t i e s ' of t e a c h i n g h i s t o r y l a y not i n 
c u r r i c u l u m content but i n p r o c e s s of i n q u i r y and showed no awareness 
of any need f o r world h i s t o r y . Jones (1973) and c o n t r i b u t o r s showed 
l i t t l e r e c o g n i t i o n of n e c e s s i t y f o r change i n s y l l a b u s content, save 
f o r C h a f f e r ' s condemnation of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y emphases. Jones 
h i m s e l f , i n r e s p e c t of 'A' l e v e l work, suggested improvements 
i n v o l v i n g no more t h a t the replacement of one e n g l i s h t o p i c by 
another ("problems t h a t could be i n v e s t i g a t e d from both n a t i o n a l and 
l o c a l sources") or a european t o p i c , h i s i n t e r e s t f o c u s i n g not upon 
the content, but upon the methodology of the New H i s t o r y . L i k e w i s e , 
S t e e l e (1976) though noting "good reasons" f o r world h i s t o r y i n 
s c h o o l s , gave only t h r e e of 125 pages to i t . Of h i s c o n t r i b u t o r s , 
only one gave any extra-european e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n , and then only a 
f i v e - l i n e r e f e r e n c e . G. Jones and Ward's a t t a c k (1978) on the 
'process' approach f a i l e d to mention world h i s t o r y i n i t s 156 pages. 
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Most r e c e n t l y , B l y t h (1982) d e s p i t e c o n t r a r y avowals, argued t h a t 
primary school h i s t o r y should be n a t i o n a l , o f f e r e d l a r g e l y l o c a l and 
environmental suggestions, sketched f i v e s y l l a b u s e s of which three 
were e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l and i n an ' E n g l i s h and world h i s t o r y ' 
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s y l l a b u s gave 6 out of 10 t o p i c s to England. 
Most i n f l u e n t i a l , perhaps, has been Burston, i n t e r p r e t e r of 
Collingwood's philosophy of h i s t o r y f o r t e a c h e r s . Collingwood, 
h i m s e l f i n f l u e n c e d by D i l t h e y and o t h e r s , i n s i s t e d upon h i s t o r y as a 
n o n - s c i e n t i f i c mode of experience l a c k i n g absolute importance or 
r e l e v a n c e save to the extent t h a t i t i s re-enacted i n the 
imagination. He thus r e j e c t e d concepts of g e n e r a l h i s t o r i c a l 
p r o g r e s s . The b e t t e r or worse a s p e c t s of h i s t o r y were those which 
1V 6 
the imagination could or could not p e n e t r a t e . 
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These i n f l u e n t i a l i d e a s ought to have opened up an a t t a c k 
upon s c i e n t i s m and r e l a t e d assumptions, and i n some ways Burston's 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of them d i d e x e r t p r o g r e s s i v e leverage upon a 
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g eneration of h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . But i n important a r t i c l e s 
(1950-51) he advanced a c o n s e r v a t i v e view of s y l l a b u s content, only 
mentioning world h i s t o r y , R u s s i a and America once each (and then 
d i s p a r a g i n g l y ) e x c l u d i n g any r e c o g n i t i o n of the non-european world 
and a s s e r t i n g : " I t i s an advantage ... to l i m i t the o u t l i n e 
to ... e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ... (though) l a t e r ... an attempt should be 
made to widen the h o r i z o n by s t a r t i n g w i t h an o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y 
of Europe, and s t i l l l a t e r , of western c i v i l i s a t i o n " . Again, 
P r i n c i p l e s of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g (1963-1972) p a i d l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to 
q u e s t i o n s of c u r r i c u l u m content and thus c o n t r i b u t e d l i t t l e to the 
world h i s t o r y argument. Where s u b j e c t content was approached, a l l 
quoted examples r e f e r r e d to e n g l i s h h i s t o r y . " E n g l i s h h i s t o r y should 
form the core ... i t i s more r e l e v a n t to the needs of the c i t i z e n 
(promoting) a c r i t i c a l awareness of the problems which are our most 
d i r e c t concern". Probably most i n f l u e n t i a l , however, was Burston's 
Handbook f o r H i s t o r y Teachers. The 1962 e d i t i o n ' s main s e c t i o n s were 
l o c a l h i s t o r y , s o u r c e s , b u i l d i n g s , museums, s o c i a l s t u d i e s and 
c i v i c s . There was no s e c t i o n on world h i s t o r y . Of 716 pages, 17 
covered A s i a . A chapter on s y l l a b u s e s only mentioned world h i s t o r y 
once and suggested an e x c l u s i v e l y b r i t i s h and european secondary 
s y l l a b u s . Even i n the 1972 e d i t i o n , only nine pages were given to 
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world h i s t o r y . 
No l e s s i n f l u e n t i a l have been the major h i s t o r i c a l j o u r n a l s . 
The E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review c l e a r l y shows t h a t movements towards 
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world h i s t o r y ought not to be o v e r s t r e s s e d . Between 1939 and 1943, 
f o r i n s t a n c e , of 133 a r t i c l e s , 106 (79.70%) were on England. No 
awareness was shown of America, China, Japan or R u s s i a , though the 
embryology of the Saxon C h r o n i c l e and 12th century l i v e s t o c k p r i c e s 
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r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n . S t r e s s on e a r l y e n g l i s h domestic h i s t o r y 
* 
p r e v a i l e d u n t i l 1972, when emphasis switched to modern h i s t o r y . 
Even then, however, c o n c e n t r a t i o n on England remained. Of 191 
a r t i c l e s between 1972 and 1979, 112 were on England (58.64%) as 
a g a i n s t 12 (6.28%) on South America, I n d i a , A f r i c a and the i s l a m i c 
world combined. There were no a r t i c l e s on North America, none on 
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E a s t A s i a , and none w i t h w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . 
E q u a l l y d i s t u r b i n g t endencies have been shown i n other j o u r n a l s . 
One u n i v e r s i t y launched a new j o u r n a l i n 1947, w i t h world war f r e s h 
i n the memory: y e t a l l a r t i c l e s i n the f i r s t i s s u e looked a t b r i t i s h , 
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european or l o c a l h i s t o r y . H i s t o r y Today came out i n 1951. 
Between 1951 and 1980, of 2656 a r t i c l e s , 1036 (39.01%) concentrated 
on B r i t a i n , 757 (28.5%) on Europe and 253 (9.52%) on North America. 
The r e s t of the world was r e p r e s e n t e d by 546 a r t i c l e s (20.56%) . 
Those i n c l u d e d 95 on R u s s i a (3.58%) 79 on I n d i a (2.97%) 76 on A f r i c a 
(2.86%) 94 on the Near and Middle E a s t (3.54%) 49 on H i s p a n i c America 
(1.84%) 39 on the Antipodes, the P a c i f i c and I n d i a n oceans (1.47%) 
103 on E a s t A s i a (3.88%) and 11 on g l o b a l h i s t o r y ( 0 . 4 1 % ) . I n 
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September 1979, a l l items were on B r i t a i n . The J o u r n a l of 
** 
Contemporary H i s t o r y f i r s t appeared i n 1966. Between then and 
1977, of 480 a r t i c l e s , only 57 (11.87%) covered the world o u t s i d e 
Europe and America and 32 of those (6.66%) s c r u t i n i s e d the Near and 
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Middle E a s t . Fourteen (2.92%) d e a l t w i t h South and E a s t A s i a . 
Most s u r p r i s i n g of a l l has been P a s t and P r e s e n t , e s p e c i a l l y i n view 
of i t s f i r s t - i s s u e e d i t o r i a l promise (1952) to "make s p e c i a l e f f o r t s 
to b r i n g to n o n - s p e c i a l i s t r e a d e r s knowledge of i n d i a n , Chinese, 
arab, a f r i c a n or l a t i n american h i s t o r y " ; and i t s a u s p i c i o u s launch 
w i t h an a r t i c l e on China. Such promise has not been f u l f i l l e d . The 
f i r s t 85 i s s u e s (1952-79) contained 553 a r t i c l e s on european and 
b r i t i s h h i s t o r y (89.34%) and 66 on the r e s t of the world (10.66%) of 
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which 12 (1.92%) covered South and E a s t A s i a . 
* 
R e f l e c t i n g the involvement of J.M. Roberts i n e d i t o r i a l p o l i c y . 
** J o i n t l y i n B r i t a i n and America. 
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Most s e r i o u s of a l l , i n terms of i n f l u e n c e upon t e a c h e r s , have 
been the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s j o u r n a l s , H i s t o r y and Teaching 
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H i s t o r y . T h e i r contents w i l l be s c r u t i n i s e d i n a l a t e r chapter. 
P r a c t i c a l i t y p r e c l u d e s d e t a i l e d a t t e n t i o n to b r i t i s h education's 
treatment of s p e c i f i c c o u n t r i e s other than China. There would appear 
to be a prima f a c i e c a s e , however, f o r f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h along the 
l i n e s followed by Habtai (1981) i n r e s p e c t of A f r i c a . From a study 
of r e c e n t h i s t o r y textbooks, '0' l e v e l papers and 53 scho o l s ' 
c u r r i c u l a , he noted s c a n t i n t e r e s t i n a f r i c a n h i s t o r y and l i m i t e d 
teacher-knowledge. No i n c r e a s e i n i n t e r e s t was det e c t e d between 1969 
and 1979. A m a j o r i t y of books e v a l u a t e d A f r i c a n s unfavourably, from 
' b r i t i s h c o l o n i a l ' v i e w p o i n t s . F u l l of " s t e r e o t y p e s o r i g i n a t i n g from 
dubious h a l f - t r u t h s and q u e s t i o n a b l e s o u r c e s " , and " e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
ignorance", they r e f l e c t e d " e t h n o - c e n t r i c , a n g l o - c e n t r i c or euro-
c e n t r i c b i a s e s " , which " b l u r or impede a proper understanding of 
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a f r i c a n events, v a l u e s and c o n d i t i o n s " . L i k e w i s e as regards 
America, the p i c t u r e even by the 1970s was "dep r e s s i n g " , lower 
secondary c h i l d r e n being "very badly served". One u n i v e r s i t y ' s p l a n 
to catalogue m a t e r i a l s f o r t e a c h e r s was abandoned due to sc h o o l s ' 
l a c k of i n t e r e s t , and i n school textbooks the treatment of american 
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t o p i c s was "minimal" and of poor q u a l i t y . Neglect of Japan was 
e q u a l l y conspicuous. Some r e c e n t i n t e r e s t has been noted, i n c l u d i n g 
(1974) the f i r s t b r i t i s h a r t i c l e advocating japanese h i s t o r y i n 
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sc h o o l s and (1978) a handbook of source m a t e r i a l s f o r t e a c h e r s . 
Nonetheless, Tames (1974) d e t e c t e d "a p e r s i s t e n t tendency f o r the 
West to underestimate or ignore Japan", w h i l s t as l a t e as 1981 a 
q u e s t i o n n a i r e to 100 s c h o o l s concluded t h a t "images of Japan may be 
based on information which i s s l e n d e r , outdated or d i s t o r t e d , owing 
more to cheap war comics than to any s y s t e m a t i c study of h i s t o r y , 
c u l t u r e and economy," and t h a t "the teenagers i n h a l f our secondary 
189** 
schools r e c e i v e no i n s t r u c t i o n on Japan". 
However, c a u t i o n a g a i n s t o v e r - e s t i m a t i o n of any developments i s 
p a r t i c u l a r l y n e c e s s a r y i n the case of China. I t should f i r s t be 
understood t h a t t h e r e has been so l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n given to Chinese 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y , H i s t o r y 1913-79 p u b l i s h e d only one a r t i c l e on 
A f r i c a . 
** Some developments may be expected to f o l l o w the C o u n c i l of 
Europe seminar (1981) on te a c h i n g about Japan. 
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h i s t o r y i n schools t h a t i n se a r c h i n g out r e f e r e n c e s danger of 
sk e t c h i n g a fragmentary p a t t e r n has a r i s e n , w i t h a t t e n t i o n drawn 
more to the fragments than the v o i d s . Nonetheless, a d i v e r s i t y of 
evidence may be drawn upon to c o r r e c t t h a t i m pression, and to show 
t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n have s u f f e r e d overwhelming 
n e g l e c t by b r i t i s h educators, p a r a l l e l i n g t h a t of world h i s t o r y , the 
h i s t o r y of other non-european a r e a s , and h i s t o r y w i t h ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' 
g o a l s . 
Handbooks f o r t e a c h e r s o f f e r s t r i k i n g evidence. Reid and Toyne's 
s y l l a b u s recommendations (1944) ignored China. Madeley (1S46) used 
the word only t w i c e , and among 58 books f o r t e a c h e r s i n c l u d e d none on 
China. Burston (1950-1963) f a i l e d to mention China. An o f f i c i a l 
pamphlet (1952) gave only t h r e e one-word r e f e r e n c e s . Strong (1950) 
apparently considered China not worth mentioning even w i t h regard to 
Marco Polo; and (1958, 1964) i n 10 p e r i p h e r a l r e f e r e n c e s excluded any 
r e c o g n i t i o n of China i n the second world war, implying t h a t japanese 
war-involvement followed 1941. Thomson (1969) mentioned China twice 
i n 112 pages. B a l l a r d and c o n t r i b u t o r s (1970) made only three b r i e f 
recommendations f o r the study of Chinese m a t e r i a l , and only 11 
mentions of any s o r t : even Heater sketched a world h i s t o r y framework 
without any r e f e r e n c e to China. Lamont (1972) and c o n t r i b u t o r s 
ignored China i n 200 pages on the ' r e a l i t i e s ' of t e a c h i n g h i s t o r y . 
R.B. Jones' a s s o c i a t e s (1973) made only four r e f e r e n c e s i n 300 pages 
on 'new' h i s t o r y : even C h a f f e r ' s support f o r 'world' p e r s p e c t i v e s 
allowed her only a footnote. S t e e l e (1976) ignored Chinese h i s t o r y 
i n h i s study of developments i n h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , as d i d G. Jones and 
Ward (1978). Even handbooks devoted to world v i s i o n s have shown 
l i t t l e i n t e r e s t . Lauwerys' Yearbook of Education (1964) mentioned 
China only 23 times i n 37 a r t i c l e s over 493 pages, a l l l e s s than one 
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l i n e . S i m i l a r l y , Unesco s I n t e r n a t i o n a l Understanding a t school 
(1967) spoke of China only once i n 109 pages. 
J o u r n a l s and p e r i o d i c a l s read by t e a c h e r s f u r n i s h s i m i l a r 
evidence. The E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review ignored China between 1939 
and 1943; i n c l u d e d only t h r e e a r t i c l e s on her out of 718 between 1949 
and 1970 (0.42%) a l l d e a l i n g w i t h anglo-chinese c o n t a c t s ; and has 
Even D.C. Smith's major Ph.D (1966) on education f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding only mentioned China 6 times i n 781 
pages and only ( i n d i r e c t l y ) recommended her study once (p.538). 
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p u b l i s h e d nothing on the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n . H i s t o r y Today ran 51 
a r t i c l e s on China between 1951 and 1980, namely 1.92% of 2656. The 
J o u r n a l of Contemporary H i s t o r y p u b l i s h e d 480 a r t i c l e s 1966 to 1977, 
two (0.41%) on China. P a s t and Present p u b l i s h e d 619 a r t i c l e s 1952 
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to 1979, two (0.32%) on China. The contents of H i s t o r y , Teaching 
H i s t o r y and the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement w i l l be s c r u t i n i s e d 
elsewhere. 
Nor should adequate a t t e n t i o n to China i n books c l a i m i n g 'world' 
p e r s p e c t i v e be assumed. Langer's world h i s t o r y encyclopaedia, f o r 
i n s t a n c e (1968) gave 104 index e n t r i e s to Germany, 67 to B r i t a i n but 
only 51 to China. S e r b i a had 38. C h u r c h i l l had 30 e n t r i e s , M u s s o l i n i 
16, Chiang 9 and Mao 7. Of other g r e a t p e r s o n a l i t i e s , Alexander the 
Great had 13 e n t r i e s , Wu T i none; J u l i u s Caesar 8, Shih Huang-ti 2, 
and T a i Tsung one; P i o Nono 7, Lao-tse 3 and Confucius 2; Columbus 4, 
Cheng Ho 2; L o u i s 14th seventeen, F r e d e r i c k the Great 9, George 3rd 
f i v e and Ch'ien-lung one. I n the a r t s , S c o t t and Austen had four 
l i n e s each: L i Po one. W i l l i a m s ' modern world chronology (1975) 
r e i n f o r c e s t h a t p i c t u r e . The number of index r e f e r e n c e s to Germany 
was 100: to China 30. That e q u a l l e d the number f o r b r i t i s h s p o r t s or 
the BBC,and was much l e s s than those f o r b r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s (62) 
or r o y a l commissions (45) . Again, t h e r e were 55 e n t r i e s f o r 
C h u r c h i l l , 22 f o r M u s s o l i n i , only 14 f o r Chiang and only four each 
f o r Sun and Mao. C h a p l i n , on the other hand, r e c e i v e d 13 and Mary 
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P i c k f o r d t h r e e . 
As regards t e c h n o l o g i c a l h i s t o r y , too much should not be made of 
the i n f l u e n c e of Needham. An a r t i c l e (1956) on the mariners' compass 
f a i l e d to mention China. More s e r i o u s i n r e s p e c t of s c h o o l s was 
T a s k e r ' s pamphlet (1980). Despite suggesting t h a t study of the 
western debt to China might counter e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y , i t mentioned her 
only 14 times i n 47 pages, roughly t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of a page i n t o t a l , 
and proposed a s y l l a b u s which not only ignored i n d i a n s c i e n c e and 
pre-columbian technology, and gave only p e r i p h e r a l acknowledgements 
to arab achievement, but i n a d d i t i o n completely overlooked the 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance of Chinese s e r i c u l t u r e , hydrotechnology, 
m i l i t a r y i n v e n t i o n , p o r c e l a i n , medicine, alchemy and space f l i g h t . 
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I t s p u b l i s h e r was the H x s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . 
Where r e f e r e n c e has been made, i n t e r e s t has f r e q u e n t l y been not 
i n China per se, but i n contemporary p o l i t i c a l concepts which have 
been manifested or a p p l i e d i n China. L i s t e r , f o r i n s t a n c e (1964) 
argued f o r the d i s c a r d i n g of much of the t r a d i t i o n a l s y l l a b u s and 
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c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon major t o p i c s of world h i s t o r y , i n c l u d i n g the r i s e 
of China: but the only a s p e c t of Chinese h i s t o r y (and other a r e a s ) 
recommended was t h a t which e x p l a i n e d contemporary a f f a i r s . L i k e w i s e , 
Milne (1973) l i s t i n g Mao among 19 p o s s i b l e 'O' l e v e l p r o j e c t s (the 
only Chinese t o p i c ) was c l e a r l y i n t e r e s t e d not so much i n an aspect 
of Chinese and world h i s t o r y as i n a n a l y s i s of g e n e r a l p o l i t i c a l 
concepts. 
Again, i t i s n e c e s s a r y not to exaggerate developments i n 
t e a c h i n g the language i n s c h o o l . Abingdon's course (1963) was only 
the second i n any b r i t i s h s c h o o l . By the mid-1960s, Education 
remained " l a r g e l y unimpressed"; d i s c o u r a g i n g r e p l i e s were given to 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y q u e s t i o n s ; an experienced t e a c h e r / i n t e r p r e t e r 
complained (1968) "no school or t e c h n i c a l c o l l e g e appears to be 
i n t e r e s t e d i n what I have to o f f e r " ; the Schools C o u n c i l was 
u n e n t h u s i a s t i c ; and a SOAS survey (1971) found t h a t i n those schools 
which had not a l r e a d y d i s c o n t i n u e d Chinese, i t was taught to s m a l l 
numbers as a m i n o r i t y study. There have been no r e f e r e n c e s i n TES 
, 196 s i n c e 1972. 
I t i s a g a i n s t t h i s b a c k c l o t h of g e n e r a l n e g l e c t and u n i n t e r e s t 
t h a t classroom developments should be viewed. Even here, w r i t t e n 
evidence i s fragmentary, i n t h a t i n t e r e s t has been so s l i g h t t h a t 
even the e x t e n t of n e g l e c t has aroused l i t t l e comment. The g r e a t 
m a j o r i t y of reviews i n H i s t o r y and Teaching H i s t o r y have never 
questioned the comparative n e g l e c t of China. Brooks (1964) f o r 
i n s t a n c e made no comment on the f a c t t h a t of the e i g h t (out of 35) 
books reviewed which t r e a t e d the world beyond B r i t a i n and Europe, 
none was on China or any p a r t of A s i a . S i m i l a r l y , F i n e s made no 
r e f e r e n c e to the f a c t t h a t of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g r e s e a r c h which he 
surveyed i n 1969, none d i s p l a y e d any i n t e r e s t i n the wider world, 
i n c l u d i n g China; or t h a t (1971) of 84 items he l i s t e d on h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g , only four r e f e r r e d , d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y , to wider-world 
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h i s t o r y , and not one to China. 
Some sparse comment has been t r a c e d . Dance (1956) lamented t h a t 
most h i s t o r y courses n e g l e c t e d e a s t e r n c u l t u r e s . What coverage t h e r e 
was h i g h l i g h t e d the b i z a r r e . E a s t e r n c u l t u r e s were r a r e l y considered 
per s e : "They get i n t o our h i s t o r y books only when they are i n 
c o n t a c t w i t h the West. We glance a t medieval Chinese h i s t o r y only 
because Marco Polo v i s i t e d K u b l a i Khan: we glance a t modern China 
only because the Chinese r e f u s e d to smoke our opium, or murdered our 
m i s s i o n a r i e s . About the g l o r i e s of the g r e a t e r Chinese d y n a s t i e s our 
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p u p i l s know nothing a t a l l " . Smith (1966) found though 55% of 
schools taught a n c i e n t h i s t o r y , " r a r e l y were the a n c i e n t 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s of China and I n d i a even mentioned". HMI (1967) noted 
secondary s y l l a b u s e s contained l i t t l e on Canada, I n d i a , A f r i c a or 
H i s p a n i c America and " s c a r c e l y ever anything on China". I n primary 
s c h o o l s , too, Newman (1972) remarked, " I n d i a and China have not 
u s u a l l y been s t u d i e d " . Even i n London, as Doncaster (1973) noted, 
the V i c t o r i a and A l b e r t Museum's i n d i a n , i s l a m i c and Chinese 
g a l l e r i e s were v i s i t e d " h a r d l y a t a l l " by s c h o o l s , w h i l s t the B r i t i s h 
Museum's c l a s s i c a l and egyptian g a l l e r i e s were used " f a r more 
• -> .. 1 9 8 * e x t e n s i v e l y . 
Those few p u b l i s h e d comments a c c u r a t e l y r e f e c t the s i t u a t i o n 
even up to r e c e n t y e a r s . I n n o v a t i o n t h e r e has been, but not extending 
to Chinese h i s t o r y . S i r e t t (1966) noted s i x s y l l a b u s e s of s p e c i a l 
i n n o v a t i v e i n t e r e s t : not one mentioned China. Even i n the world 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s developing i n London by the 1970s, inadequate 
a t t e n t i o n was given to China: of s i x quoted by Doncaster (1973) 
though some t o p i c s might l e a d to s t u d i e s of China, s p e c i f i c Chinese 
content comprised only f i v e of 95 items, whereas, even e x c l u d i n g 
c l a s s i c a l , r u s s i a n or american content, p l u s euro-focused themes, 20 
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r e f e r r e d d i r e c t l y to Europe and nine to B r i t a i n . 
S i m i l a r l y sketchy a t t e n t i o n to China i s seen i n CSE and GCE 
world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s . I n only f i v e s y l l a b u s e s i n 1967 was China 
other than p e r i p h e r a l : i n o t h e r s i t comprised, v a r i o u s l y , h a l f of one 
of nine t o p i c s ; h a l f of one of seven; one of eleven; one of 13; p a r t 
of one of 13; o n e - f i f t h of two s e c t i o n s i n a 1 6 - s e c t i o n option; p a r t 
of one of four options comprising o n e - f i f t e e n t h of a s y l l a b u s ; or an 
a s p e c t of U.S. f o r e i g n p o l i c y . Some f a i l e d to mention China a t a l l . 
I n 1967, HMI, quoting a CSE 'world' s y l l a b u s i n c l u d i n g China i n only 
two of 50 t o p i c s , condemned the "monocular" s i t u a t i o n whereby 
M u s s o l i n i was given equal a t t e n t i o n to "matters of much g r e a t e r 
g l o b a l s i g n i f i c a n c e " such as the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n . I n a GCE/CSE 
* 
S i m i l a r comments i n r e s p e c t of higher education were made by 
Pulleybank (1955). S c h o l a r s ' impact was "not anything ... l i k e 
i t ought to be". China was seen i n s t e r e o t y p e s , "not worthy of 
s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n " , arousing "amusement and f a c e t i o u s comment". 
She was seen as " e x t e r n a l and i r r e l e v a n t " to world h i s t o r y , only 
of i n t e r e s t as "the o b j e c t of western p o l i t i c s " . On such as 
p o l i t i c a l thought, banking, e t c . , some were "content to assume 
t h a t such t h i n g s d i d not e x i s t e a s t of the Mediterranean". 
(E.C. Pulleybank, Chinese h i s t o r y and world h i s t o r y 1955, 5, 5, 
6, 7 ) . 
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handbook f o r t e a c h e r s (1973) of 150 o b j e c t i v e t e s t s on t o p i c s "found 
i n a world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s designed f o r candidates t a k i n g CSE or 
GCE", only seven r e l a t e d to China, and only 11 o t h e r s used Chinese 
m a t e r i a l : 23 d e a l t s o l e l y w i t h B r i t a i n , 36 w i t h Europe. The same 
ye a r , i n an a r t i c l e on modes of assessment (35 pages) the only 
r e f e r e n c e to China concerned maltreatment of b r i t i s h c i t i z e n s by 
200* 
Chinese. 
L i t t l e improvement was n o t i c e a b l e by the 1980s, save f o r the new 
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AEB 'O' s y l l a b u s (1979-on) and the new JMB A/0 (1981-on) . Among 
CSE boards, the SERB s y l l a b u s l i s t e d 19 t o p i c s : nine on Europe, t h r e e 
the USA, t h r e e A f r i c a and the Middle E a s t , and four the F a r E a s t and 
A u s t r a l a s i a , i n c l u d i n g one on China. Three of the EMEB s y l l a b u s e s 
were on B r i t a i n and the f o u r t h gave f i v e of 12 t o p i c s to Europe, one 
each to the USA, USSR and China, and four to 'world' q u e s t i o n s . The 
ALSEB s y l l a b u s s t r e s s e d "the d e c l i n i n g importance of Europe i n 
r e l a t i o n to the r e s t of the world", but gave l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to the 
non-european world other than the USA and USSR. WYLEB o f f e r e d 
s y l l a b u s e s on B r i t a i n , B r i t a i n and Europe, and world h i s t o r y , but 
four of the l a t t e r ' s nine t o p i c s focused on Europe, w i t h only one 
each on the USA, USSR, China, the Middle E a s t and the t h i r d world, 
and the second world war was d e s c r i b e d e x c l u s i v e l y i n european terms. 
The NWEB s i m i l a r l y o f f e r e d t h r e e : of the 'world' s y l l a b u s ' s 19 
t o p i c s , only two r e f e r r e d to China, the war was again p e r c e i v e d i n 
european terms, and among the 1980 examination's 25 q u e s t i o n s , s i x 
d e a l t w i t h Europe, t h r e e on world a f f a i r s , two each on B r i t a i n , 
R u s s i a and the USA, four on the f i r s t world war and the peace ( i n 
Europe) and one each on other areas of the world, i n c l u d i n g China. 
The WMEB o f f e r e d no world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s . The Welsh Board o f f e r e d 
f i v e s y l l a b u s e s on B r i t a i n , one USA, one world h i s t o r y : but the 
l a t t e r concentrated on Europe, USA and USSR, f a i l e d to mention China, 
and gave only one of 14 examination q u e s t i o n s (1980) to her. Of t h a t 
board's '0' l e v e l s y l l a b u s e s , f i v e were on England and Wales, one 
Europe, one the modern world, but i n the l a t t e r ' s examination (1980) 
11 of 22 q u e s t i o n s r e l a t e d to B r i t a i n and Europe, one to China. A l l 
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t h e i r 'A' l e v e l s y l l a b u s e s were on B r i t a i n and Europe. 
R e c o l l e c t i o n s of 128 h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s and LEA h i s t o r y a d v i s e r s 
(1981) who a l l experienced secondary and t e r t i a r y education i n the 
post-war p e r i o d , r e i n f o r c e the p e s s i m i s t i c p i c t u r e . Only 30 (23.44%) 
The author a c o n s t r u c t i v e GCE board s e c r e t a r y . 
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remembered any Chinese h i s t o r y a t secondary s c h o o l , only 32 (25%) i n 
t e r t i a r y education, s i x during t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g . I n only 15 c a s e s was 
the Chinese m a t e r i a l p a r t of a world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s . Twelve 
remembered i t as an i s o l a t e d t o p i c or r e l a t e d to b r i t i s h and european 
s t u d i e s . Only two (1.56%) r e c o l l e c t e d work on a n c i e n t China, only 
f i v e (3.91%) medieval China, only seven (5.47%) c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y . 
Moreover, only 14 (10.49%) remembered China i n any other a s p e c t of 
primary c u r r i c u l u m , 29 (22.66%) i n other secondary s u b j e c t s , and s i x 
(4.69%) a t t e r t i a r y l e v e l . Only 14 (10.94%) remembered any response 
to p o l i t i c a l e v ents. F o r t y (31.25%) l e f t school w i t h s t e r e o t y p e d 
views of China. Only four (3.12%) had balanced views. 
On t h e i r own t e a c h i n g , the r e p l i e s of the 82 heads of h i s t o r y 
were e q u a l l y d i s c o u r a g i n g . Although 60 (73.17%) had taught Chinese 
h i s t o r y , only 18 (21.9%) had done so i n the lower s c h o o l . S i x 
(7.32%) were members of s o c i e t i e s f o r Chinese or world s t u d i e s ; 19 
(23.17%) had attended c o u r s e s ; 14 (17.07%) had connections w i t h any 
r e l e v a n t u n i v e r s i t y (12 i n London); 30 (36.58%) knew of such 
u n i v e r s i t i e s . As regards m a t e r i a l s f o r use i n s c h o o l , 44 (53.66%) 
could recommend nothing. Seventeen (20.73%) could recommend books 
( e i g h t t i t l e s i n t o t a l ) ; 12 (4.63%, a l l i n London) any r e s o u r c e 
packs; and 20 (24.39%) any Schools C o u n c i l m a t e r i a l s . Only one 
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mentioned the 8-13 pack on t r a d i t i o n a l China. 
A q u e s t i o n n a i r e on Chinese h i s t o r y completed by 80 Durham 
U n i v e r s i t y students aged between 19 and 24 i n 1981 g i v e s f u r t h e r 
grounds f o r pessimism. Only 29 (36.25%) had heard of L i Po, 15 
(18.75%) of L a o - t s e , 10 (12.50%) of Cheng Ho, s i x (7.5%) of 
Chien-lung, f i v e (6.25%) of S h i h Huang-ti, and t h r e e (3.75%) of 
Wu T i . Twenty-six (32.5%) had heard of the T a i p i n g r e b e l l i o n , 22 
(27.5%) of the Mukden i n c i d e n t , 19 (23.75%) of the Mandate of Heaven, 
13 (16.25%) of Chungking, nine (11.25%) of S i a n , seven (8.75%) of the 
Diamond S u t r a , s i x (7.50%) of the Three People's P r i n c i p l e s , and s i x 
of the R i v e r T a l a s b a t t l e . Moreover, though 33 (41.25%) had heard of 
the Han dynasty, only e i g h t (10%) thought they knew anything about 
i t . S i m i l a r r e s u l t s were seen i n r e s p e c t of the T'ang (58 recognised 
the name but only 9 claimed to know anything more) Taoism (57 and 21) 
K u b l a i Khan (64 and 29) the Ming (69 and 21) the Manchu (50 and 12) 
Tzu H s i (33 and 13) the Boxers (60 and 28) Sun Yat-sen (31 and 15) 
the K.M.T. (28 and 12) and Teng Hsiao-ping (33 and 1 7 ) . Only w i t h 
Confucius (77 and 51) the g r e a t w a l l (78 and 52) Mao (79 and 65) the 
long march (55 and 42) the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n (76 and 54) the red 
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army (67 and 35) and Chiang (52 and 40) d i d a t l e a s t 50% c l a i m to 
know other than the name. That only 18.75%, 50%, 63.75% and 81.25% 
of a l a r g e group of u n i v e r s i t y students knew anything about Sun, 
Chiang, Confucius and Mao r e s p e c t i v e l y , and only 10%, 11.25% and 15% 
anything about the Han, T'ang and Manchu d y n a s t i e s r a i s e s q u estions 
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as to the t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s . 
Such f i n d i n g s are h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g s i n c e d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s i n 
p r i n t or r e s e a r c h to the implementation i n sch o o l s of what l i m i t e d 
advocacy has occurred are s c a r c e . Among r e s e a r c h e r s , Smith (1966) 
from 100 schools recorded only some treatment of contemporary China 
i n g e n e r a l s t u d i e s . S i r e t t (1966) reported 'world r e l i g i o n s ' and 
'modern world' courses making r e f e r e n c e to China i n one s c h o o l , and 
some comparison of medieval England and China i n another. I n p r i n t , 
Newman (1972) d e s c r i b e d a new 'ancient c i v i l i s a t i o n s ' course g i v i n g 
about three weeks to China, and Richardson (1973) reported s l i g h t 
a t t e n t i o n to a n c i e n t China (one of f i v e options) i n her secondary 
s y l l a b u s . One r e f e r e n c e (TES, 1965) has been found to a course i n 
Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n o f f e r e d over a f u l l y e a r i n a 
** 
northern grammar s c h o o l . Hannam (1970) remarked t h a t where world 
h i s t o r y was taught, t h e r e was "mention even ( s i c ) of I n d i a , China, 
Japan and pre-columbian America". A d d i t i o n a l l y , one r e f e r e n c e to a 
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f u r t h e r education course has been d i s c o v e r e d . 
Of course, t h e r e must have been o t h e r s . Much goes unrecorded -
the author's own t e a c h i n g i n the 1960s on Han and T'ang China was 
never documented. That cannot have been unique. I n 1981, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , 14 of E s s e x ' s 117 secondary schools taught Chinese h i s t o r y 
(four to seven weeks, mainly 20th century) i n the lower s c h o o l . 
Thousands must have been taught about modern China during CSE/GCE 
work s i n c e the 1960s, p a r t i c u l a r l y when r e l a t e d to the Schools 
C o u n c i l p r o j e c t . Nine of the 14 Essex schools and 13 of the 29 ILEA 
s c h o o l s f o l l o w i n g t h a t s y l l a b u s by the e a r l y 1980's chose the Chinese 
No s c i e n t i f i c v a l i d i t y i s claimed f o r t h i s t e s t . The r e s u l t s 
a r e noted merely as adding to a p a t t e r n a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d from 
other s o u r c e s . C l e a r l y i t should be viewed w i t h c a u t i o n , s i n c e 
7.50% claimed to know a f i c t i t i o u s s i e g e (named a f t e r Mao's 
wif e ) 11.25% of a f i c t i t i o u s pagoda, 15% of a f i c t i t i o u s temple, 
and 25% of a f i c t i t i o u s dynasty. Moreover, two respondents f e l t 
they knew something more about the ' L i n ' dynasty, and two othe r s 
about the 'Temple of a Thousand Flowers'. 
Given by a Durham U n i v e r s i t y l e c t u r e r , 6th-form. 
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207 communism option. No other p r i n t e d r e f e r e n c e s have come to l i g h t , 
however. Moreover, an advertisement (1981) i n v i t i n g correspondence 
from persons t e a c h i n g Chinese h i s t o r y brought only four r e p l i e s : one 
from a school t e a c h i n g the 13-16 p r o j e c t ; one from one of the schools 
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mentioned; one from a c o l l e g e of education; one from Tanzania. 
Despite the inadequacy of the evidence, the p i c t u r e i s c l e a r enough: 
and d e s p i t e the developments d e t a i l e d e a r l i e r , and o p t i m i s t i c 
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o b s e r v a t i o n s from time to time, i t i s a p i c t u r e bleak i n d e t a i l 
and shallow i n empathetic understanding. 
The t y p i c a l e n g l i s h school h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s has remained 
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o b s t i n a t e l y anglo - and euro-centred. Not even i n t e r e s t i n Europe 
should be too o p t i m i s t i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d , however. Despite support 
from HMI, DES, some u n i v e r s i t i e s , the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n and some 
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examining boards, r e s e a r c h i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the nature and extent 
of european h i s t o r y i n b r i t i s h c u r r i c u l a might produce d i s t u r b i n g 
f i n d i n g s . As l a t e a t 1972, Johnson was lamenting t h a t the B r i t i s h 
should " t r y to see what the Europeans have i n common, r a t h e r than 
what the B r i t i s h have i n p a r t i c u l a r " ; w h i l s t i n 1974 Batho was 
p o i n t i n g to "many gaps i n the coverage of european h i s t o r y " i n 
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textbooks. 
I t i s more a c c u r a t e to a s s e r t , i n f a c t , t h a t s y l l a b u s e s have 
remained s t r o n g l y a n g l o - c e n t r i c and n a t i o n a l i n emphasis. T h i s p a r t l y 
r e f l e c t e d a w a r - i n s p i r e d recrudescence of n a t i o n a l i s t and 
i m p e r i a l i s t i c sentiment. I n 1946 Toynbee could d e t e c t "no danger of 
under-emphasising n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y " . I n 1940 a p r o f e s s o r of h i s t o r y 
a t t a c k e d pre-war b e l i t t l i n g of n a t i o n a l achievement, "the v a l o u r by 
which our empire has been won .. . the courage and blood of our 
a n c e s t o r s " . I m p e r i a l h i s t o r y was urged by the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , 
whose AGM, 1947, focused on empire, and which brought out t e a c h e r s ' 
notes on the s u b j e c t (1950) ; and by the M i n i s t r y of Education 
( 1 9 6 1 , 1 9 6 6 ) , 2 1 3 
Advocacy of b r i t i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y has been widespread. The 
Norwood Committee (1943) i n s i s t e d t h a t "the h i s t o r y of B r i t a i n must 
remain the core ... (to which) the h i s t o r y of other peoples must be 
o r g a n i c a l l y r e l a t e d " . Toyne, i n f l u e n t i a l i n the H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n , s t r o n g l y approved (1944). Rowse (1946) emphasised 
The TES and Education Guardian f a i l e d t o p u b l i s h a s i m i l a r 
l e t t e r i n v i t i n g correspondence, d e s p i t e a c a r e f u l l y reasoned 
request. 
157 
e n g l i s h r a c i a l q u a l i t i e s , urged the v a l u e of p a t r i o t i c b r i t i s h 
s t o r i e s to f o s t e r a p p r e c i a t i o n of v i r t u e (no f o r e i g n e r s were 
mentioned) u n d e r l i n e d the v a l u e of f a m i l y h i s t o r y , e n g l i s h l o c a l 
h i s t o r y , place-names, and b r i t i s h m i l i t a r y and n a v a l h i s t o r y , o f f e r e d 
a s o l e l y b r i t i s h and european b i b l i o g r a p h y , and l i s t e d nine g r e a t 
h i s t o r i a n s of whom four were c l a s s i c a l and f i v e B r i t i s h . The average 
man "does not e n t e r i n t i m a t e l y or i n any s i g n i f i c a n t way i n t o the 
languages and c u l t u r e s of o t h e r s . The h i s t o r y of h i s own country ... 
has a c e n t r a l importance". Probably much more i n f l u e n t i a l on 
s c h o o l s , however, was Strong. To p i c s f o r j u n i o r school should be 
"mainly ... s e l e c t e d from b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . A f t e r two y e a r s of 
c l a s s i c a l , b i b l i c a l and b r i t i s h legend, p l u s l i v e s of brave people 
(of 18 named, 17 were 'White European' s t o c k and e i g h t E n g l i s h ) the 
next two y e a r s should comprise medieval and modern h i s t o r y (the 
p e r s p e c t i v e was almost e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h ) . He recommended 18 books 
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f o r school use: 16 on England. 
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , b r i t i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y has r e t a i n e d a 
prominent p o s i t i o n i n s c h o o l s . P r i c e (1949) d e s c r i b e d an i n f a n t 
school b i o g r a p h i c a l s y l l a b u s of whose 25 s u b j e c t s 19 were B r i t i s h , 
the o t h e r s Europeans or j u d a e o - c l a s s i c a l . Dobson (1950) de t e c t e d "a 
p a t r i o t i c ... orthodoxy i n the t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y ... (which) ... 
c o n d i t i o n ( s ) the a t t i t u d e of young people towards b r i t i s h h i s t o r y and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , and ... may be a f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g to the formation 
of n a t i o n a l p r e j u d i c e " . HMI (1952) noted t h a t b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y was s t i l l the norm, and t h a t "the t r a d i t i o n a l i d e a of h i s t o r y 
as an e v o l u t i o n , as bestowing a h e r i t a g e , i s ... i m p l i c i t i n the 
s y l l a b u s " . A l l 12 secondary school s y l l a b u s e s s t u d i e d by Jones (1955) 
followed a c h r o n o l o g i c a l p a t t e r n of b r i t i s h - d o m i n a t e d p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y . Two-thirds d i d v i r t u a l l y no european h i s t o r y before year 
s i x , only four t a c k l e d 'world h i s t o r y ' and then only i n y e a r one (the 
r e s p e c t i v e t e r m i n a l dates being the f a l l of Rome, 1042, 1066, and the 
reformation) only one mentioned the USA, and none R u s s i a , China or 
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any non-european country. 
S i n c e the 1950s, d i r e c t advocacy of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y has d i e d 
down. What has not d i e d away, however, has been i t s p e r p e t u a t i o n i n 
s c h o o l s . Burston (1963) observed t h a t o f t e n only b r i t i s h h i s t o r y was 
taught (and i n 1972 saw no need to a l t e r t h a t a s s e r t i o n ) . Dwyer 
(1964) quoted s t r o n g l y a n g l o c e n t r i s t s y l l a b u s e s w i t h some l o c a l 
content. A. Smith (1965) noted t h a t "one o v e r a l l view ... of the 
p a s t " was given, which was based upon the t r a d i t i o n a l approach, 
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s e e i n g h i s t o r y as e s s e n t i a l i n f ormation, based l a r g e l y on B r i t a i n . 
There was "no reason to suppose" t h a t much change had occurred s i n c e 
pre-1900: i t was s t i l l s u b s t a n t i a l l y s u f f u s e d with ' h i s t o r y as a 
moral example' and ' h i s t o r y as the bestowing of a n a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e ' . 
The IAAM p o r t r a y e d secondary h i s t o r y (1965) as s t i l l n a t i o n a l , w i t h 
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a c u r s o r y glance a t Europe. 
Important evidence i n r e s p e c t of London came from S i r e t t (1966). 
Only f i v e of 34 secondary schools had d i s c a r d e d chronology. I n 74 of 
90 y e a r - s y l l a b u s e s c i t e d , the governing dates were e n g l i s h . Younger 
c h i l d r e n s t u d i e d other c o u n t r i e s only "where i t i s b e l i e v e d t h a t 
* 
(they) i n f l u e n c e d ... B r i t a i n " . I n year t h r e e c o n c e n t r a t i o n was 
" u s u a l l y p l a c e d on the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l development of England". Only 
four o f f e r e d world h i s t o r y p e r s p e c t i v e s . Twenty-two taught only 
B r i t a i n f o r '0' l e v e l , and though some taught 'world h i s t o r y ' one 
confessed t h a t meant B r i t a i n and Europe, p l u s America and R u s s i a , 
"but not so f a r China, Japan and the F a r E a s t , except i n s o f a r as 
those a r e a s impinge upon european development". At 'A' l e v e l , a l l 
taught B r i t a i n and Europe. Most heads of department were s a t i s f i e d 
w i t h t h e i r s y l l a b u s e s , and only four sought more world h i s t o r y . 
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S i r e t t d e t e c t e d "an element of s e l f d e l u s i o n " . 
S i m i l a r evidence has been found elsewhere. Of Booth's (1967) 
f i v e Southampton s c h o o l s , a l l r e t a i n e d a b r i t i s h h i s t o r y s p i n e . A 
B r i s t o l p u b l i c a t i o n (1967) gave no h i n t t h a t secondary t e a c h e r s t h e r e 
favoured other than a c h r o n o l o g i c a l lower-school s y l l a b u s c e n t r i n g on 
B r i t a i n . I n v e s t i g a t i o n s i n L i v e r p o o l (1969,1970) r e v e a l e d strong 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y emphasis. J u n i o r s c h o o l s s t r o n g l y emphasised the 
Tudors and S t u a r t s , and i n secondary s c h o o l s the outlook was " i n s u l a r 
and p a r o c h i a l " . I n the Cambridge a r e a , 77% of secondary s c h o o l s 
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(1970) taught a b r i t i s h c h r o n o l o g i c a l s y l l a b u s . 
More g e n e r a l i s e d comment has come from numerous pens. P r i c e 
(1968) i n s i s t e d t h a t the t y p i c a l s y l l a b u s remained " b a s i c a l l y and 
o b s t i n a t e l y " b r i t i s h . Roberts (1970) complained t h a t "the v a s t 
m a j o r i t y of s c h o o l s taught "almost e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " : of 
her F.E. c o l l e g e c l a s s , none had p r e v i o u s l y s t u d i e d world h i s t o r y . 
* 
One f i r s t form s y l l a b u s was 'William I , Stephen, Henry I I , John, 
Edward I , Edward I I I and o t h e r s ' . 
** 
One s c h o o l ' s 'reformation' s y l l a b u s omitted Lut h e r , C a l v i n and 
the C o u n c i l of T r e n t . 
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They showed " u n b e l i e v a b l e " ignorance of major r e c e n t world events. 
Cook (1970) a v e r r e d t h a t "a c l e a r m a j o r i t y of primary s c h o o l s taught 
b r i t i s h chronology, w h i l s t secondary schools l a i d "overwhelming 
emphasis" on B r i t a i n . B a l l a r d (1970) b e l i e v e d t h a t "ten times as many 
p u p i l hours i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s a r e spent on ... 1066, than on ... 
1917 i n R u s s i a " . HMI C o l l i s t e r (1972) argued t h a t "the s y l l a b u s s t i l l 
f o l l o w s a t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n ... a f a i r l y narrow regime of 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , w i t h Europe, America and A s i a only 
touched upon as they dared to impinge upon the s t o r y of B r i t a i n " . 
Bolam (1973) contended t h a t "the m a j o r i t y of h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s " 
supported the memorisation of a core of c h r o n o l o g i c a l b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y . Batho (1974) lampooned c u r r i c u l a i n which "the world i s 
d i v i d e d i n t o two s p e c i e s , mankind and the B r i t i s h " . H i s t o r y t e a c h e r s 
had been "slow to adopt world h i s t o r y " . Edgington (1977) noted t h a t 
f o r most c h i l d r e n "world h i s t o r y begins w i t h the 'discovery' of the 
r e s t of the world by the Europeans and i s seen from a b r i t i s h p o i n t 
* • i i 219 of view . 
Book p u b l i c a t i o n , presumably i n response to school s y l l a b u s e s , 
g i v e s f u r t h e r evidence. C a l c o t t ' s L i t t l e A r t h u r ' s H i s t o r y , w i t h s a l e s 
of over 800,000 s i n c e 1835, was r e i s s u e d i n 1975. Meikljohn's Short 
H i s t o r y (1890) enjoyed an e d i t i o n i n 1957 (noted without adverse 
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comment i n H i s t o r y ) . C a r t e r and Mears' H i s t o r y of B r i t a i n (1937) 
was r e i s s u e d i n 1960 (1116 pages, t h i r d e d i t i o n ) . Penguin's attempt 
to break i n t o schools was spearheaded by t h e i r five-volume H i s t o r y of 
B r i t a i n (1966) which evidenced "the conservatism of h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s 
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... the s l a n t throughout i s t r u l y B r i t i s h " . OUP's confidence i n 
b r i t i s h h i s t o r y i n schools was r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r six-volume S o c i e t y 
and I n d u s t r y (1968) as was Evans' s t r o n g l y n a t i o n a l New E n g l i s h 
H i s t o r y (1969) and Arnolds' four-volume B r i t i s h H i s t o r y f o r secondary 
sc h o o l s (1969). I n the 1970s, B a t s f o r d p u b l i s h e d 71 t i t l e s i n t h e i r 
P a s t i n t o P r e s e n t s e r i e s on b r i t i s h s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y . Even 
by 1981-2, c l o s e s c r u t i n y of 13 e d u c a t i o n a l p u b l i s h e r s ' c atalogues 
r e v e a l e d t h a t of 1,244 h i s t o r i c a l t i t l e s l i s t e d , nine covered China, 
23 the r e s t of A s i a , 21 R u s s i a , 27 America, 70 the r e s t of the world 
o u t s i d e Europe, 30 world h i s t o r y as such, 435 Europe and the 
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c l a s s i c a l world, and 629 B r i t a i n . 
Q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s of book reviews adds to the evidence. One 
i s s u e of Teaching H i s t o r y (1977) r e c e i v e d no books on A f r i c a , China, 
I n d i a or R u s s i a , two on 'world' t o p i c s , f i v e on America, 29 on 
Europe, and 83 on B r i t a i n . Two s e r i e s on school-books, p u b l i s h e d i n 
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H i s t o r y over a long p e r i o d , are i n s t r u c t i v e . E i g h t of 13 t i t l e s 
reviewed i n 1946 were on B r i t a i n ; 37 of 67 i n 1950; 34 of 47 i n 1952; 
24 of 37 i n 1954. Of 56 reviewed i n 1956, 40 were on B r i t a i n as were 
40 of 55 books noted i n t h r e e review a r t i c l e s i n 1957. H a l f the 98 i n 
four a r t i c l e s i n 1958-9 were on B r i t a i n , and i n the next (1960) i t 
was 17 out of 28. (By t h a t p o i n t , no book on A s i a had been noted i n 
the s e r i e s ) . Some adjustment occurred i n the 1960s. N e v e r t h e l e s s , of 
52 i n two a r t i c l e s i n 1961, 27 were on B r i t a i n ; 67 of 91 i n three 
a r t i c l e s i n 1963; 98 of 167 i n t h r e e a r t i c l e s i n 1966-7; 50 of 71 i n 
one review (1969) ; 35 of 75 i n another (1970) ; 51 of 84 i n another 
(1972); 72 of 129 i n two a r t i c l e s i n 1973; and even as l a t e as 1977, 
32 of 51 were on B r i t a i n . None of the l a t t e r t h r e e mentioned any book 
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224 on A s i a . Moreover, most r e v i e w e r s made no comment on the imbalance. 
I t i s i n t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e t h a t other developments i n h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g must be considered. I t i s suggested elsewhere t h a t the r e a l 
t h r u s t i n h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n r e c e n t decades has c e n t r e d upon what i s 
known as the New H i s t o r y , whose development has h e l d back the growth 
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of world h i s t o r y . C e r t a i n l y , by i t s welcome emphasis on 
understanding concepts through a c q u i s i t i o n of s k i l l s i n u s i n g 
evidence, p a r t i c u l a r l y documentary sources - which by t h e i r nature 
are more e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e i n r e s p e c t of the l o c a l i t y - the 
New H i s t o r y i s c l o s e l y a f f i l i a t e d to the r e c e n t upsurge of l o c a l 
h i s t o r y . Douch (1970) noted of l o c a l h i s t o r y t h a t i t was "concerned 
w i t h the a p p r a i s a l of evidence ... l e a d i n g to an understanding of 
h i s t o r i c a l method"; Lamont (1970) saw l o c a l h i s t o r y k i t s as c r u c i a l 
to a b r u n e r i a n New H i s t o r y ; and l o c a l h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s claimed (1974) 
"are we not a l l converts to Bruner now"?^^ 
Strong i n f l u e n c e upon the continued development of l o c a l h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g a f t e r the war was e x e r c i s e d by s c h o l a r s such as Rowse 
(1946); the M i n i s t r y of Education (1947,1952); the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
f o r S o c i a l S e r v i c e ' s Standing Conference f o r L o c a l H i s t o r y (1947); 
L e i c e s t e r U n i v e r s i t y ' s department of e n g l i s h l o c a l h i s t o r y which 
(1947-on) demonstrated the v a l u e of l o c a l evidence to n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y ; new s o c i e t i e s and j o u r n a l s ; and p a r t i c u l a r l y by the 
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H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . 
From the l a t e r 1950s much more i n s i s t e n t and v a r i e d advocacy 
r e f l e c t e d s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c l o c a l h i s t o r y developments i n Europe and 
2 28 
the USA, and p a r a l l e l e d the New H i s t o r y boom. The argument was put 
by such as S c h o f i e l d (1967) . Neighbourhood r e s o u r c e s should suggest 
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the s e l e c t i o n of t o p i c s . Moreover, such work was more r e l e v a n t to 
c h i l d r e n than world s t u d i e s . Dearden (1968) s t r e s s e d s o c i a l and 
i n d u s t r i a l h i s t o r y but ignored wider-world understandings. Weston 
(1971) urged l o c a l h i s t o r y i n t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g and showed the l i n k - u p 
between l o c a l a r c h i v e s and the New H i s t o r y . Gunning and Wilson (1981) 
urged study of c h i l d r e n ' s " f r i e n d s h i p s , f a m i l y , s c h o o l and 
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neighbourhood groups", based around " c o n c e p t - o b j e c t i v e s " . 
The argument was given weight by l o c a l h i s t o r y / a r c h i v e s 
i n i t i a t i v e s a t i n s t i t u t i o n s i n c l u d i n g B r i s t o l , L i v e r p o o l , Newcastle, 
Cambridge and S h e f f i e l d u n i v e r s i t i e s ; Wall H a l l , Dudley and Edge H i l l 
c o l l e g e s ; and Manchester and T e e s s i d e p o l y t e c h n i c s . A spate of l o c a l 
h i s t o r y s o c i e t i e s and p u b l i c a t i o n s was notable from the l a t e r 
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1960s. LEA a c t i v i t i e s were frequent, w i t h such as the S u f f o l k 
p r o j e c t ( l a t e r 1970s) the Leeds study group p u b l i c a t i o n s , the 
Manchester sound a r c h i v e u n i t (1973) and l o c a l a r c h i v e u n i t s compiled 
a t 64 t e a c h e r s ' c e n t r e s by 1974, whose work was "overwhelmingly 
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concerned w i t h l o c a l h i s t o r y . Strong advocacy emerged from 
o f f i c i a l committees, and heavy DES support came through the s h o r t and 
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long course programme. P u b l i s h e r s a c t i v e l y complemented the 
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s e m i - o f f i c i a l r e f e r e n c e works. Seven books were p u b l i s h e d on 
London alone i n 1970, s t r e t c h i n g to s u b j e c t s such as longbowstring 234 235 makers, w h i l s t a t o r r e n t of l o c a l a r c h i v e m a t e r i a l was e v i d e n t . 
Weight l e n t by the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n was of c r u c i a l importance. 
I t o r ganised an ' a r c h i v e s f o r s c h o o l s ' conference (1969) and opened 
i t s h o u s e - j o u r n a l s to e x t e n s i v e coverage of l o c a l h i s t o r y matters, 
w i t h 13 a r t i c l e s i n t h r e e numbers (1969-70) of i t s new 
Teaching H i s t o r y and 24 on such as probate i n v e n t o r i e s i n a H i s t o r y 
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s e r i e s (1962-71) b e s i d e s a pamphlet on urban h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s . 
Branches became " i n c r e a s i n g l y engaged i n ... l o c a l h i s t o r y 
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r e s e a r c h " . B r i s t o l , f o r i n s t a n c e , p u b l i s h e d 40 l o c a l pamphlets 
1960-1977, and Coventry s i x from 1967-73. 
I t i s d i f f i c u l t , t h e r e f o r e , to accept t h a t "world h i s t o r y has 
r e p l a c e d l o c a l h i s t o r y as the a s p e c t of s t u d i e s most f r e q u e n t l y 238 239 recommended". L o c a l h i s t o r y has been s t r o n g l y on the r i s e . 
T h i s , as Mathias (1970) showed, was r e l a t e d to the continued t h r u s t 
of socio-economic s t u d i e s , seen by Rees (1949) as the a s p e c t which 
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had most a f f e c t e d the modern conception of h i s t o r y , and w i t n e s s e d 
to by a host of p u b l i c a t i o n s ; HMI comments; and examining-board 
r e t u r n s . S o c i a l and economic papers were prominent from the s t a r t i n 
the CSE. GCE candidates i n c r e a s e d t e n - f o l d 1955 to 1967. The 
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Cambridge l o c a l s socio-economic h i s t o r y paper was taken by 4,439 
candidates i n 1979: 3,534 s a t 'world a f f a i r s ' . Nor were primary 
241 
schools excluded. L o c a l h i s t o r y i n t e r e s t was a l s o c l o s e l y r e l a t e d 
to the surge of demographic and f a m i l y h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s , s t r o n g l y 
encouraged by a v a r i e t y of p u b l i c a t i o n s and courses and again given 
p a r t i c u l a r prominence i n the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s pedagogical , 242 j o u r n a l . 
One such a r t i c l e was by a l e a d i n g New H i s t o r y advocate. Indeed, 
one common f e a t u r e of the developments i n l o c a l , f a m i l y , s o c i a l and 
economic h i s t o r y , b e s i d e s i n n o v a t i o n s such as gaming and s i m u l a t i o n , 
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again prominent i n Teaching H i s t o r y , was emphasis upon t r a i n i n g 
the c h i l d i n the p r o c e s s of i n q u i r y of the s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t and 
h i s t o r i a n by d e t a i l e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 
evidence. Lamont (1972) was i n c o r r e c t i n h i s a s s e r t i o n t h a t r e c e n t 
change had focused more on content than on method. I n any c a s e , i t i s 
244 
d i f f i c u l t t o understand h i s ambivalence towards reform of content. 
The i m p e r a t i v e n e c e s s i t y f o r movement towards wider-world 
p e r s p e c t i v e s i n h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m to c o u n t e r a c t t r a d i t i o n a l 
s u b j e c t - c o n t e n t ' s p e r p e t u a t i o n of e t h n o c e n t r i s t , n a t i o n a l and a t 
times r a c i a l assumptions and s t e r e o t y p e s has been demonstrated 
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e a r l i e r and w i l l be r e i t e r a t e d . The New H i s t o r y , through i t s l o c a l 
and socio-economic emphases, has proved a s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e to t h a t 
development of 1world-mindedness 1 i n h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content so 
o f t e n c a l l e d f o r but so profoundly negl e c t e d throughout the century 
246 
even to the p r e s e n t day. 
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SECTION THREE: ANALYTICAL 
Chapter F i v e : Q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s of s c hool h i s t o r y books p u b l i s h e d 
between the l a t e r 19th. century and 1949. 
The c o n c l u s i o n s reached i n the p r e v i o u s two chapters have been 
* 
p o w e r f u l l y r e i n f o r c e d by q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s of a sample of 
h i s t o r y and s o c i a l s t u d i e s books used i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s between the 
** *** 
l a t e r 19th. century and the 1980s. From a v a r i e t y of s o u r c e s , 
some 926 books whose p r i n c i p a l t i t l e s suggest the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
**** 
wider-world h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t have been s t u d i e d f o r content on 
1 
China. The r e s u l t a n t p i c t u r e i s v e r y c l e a r . Some authors, l e d by 
* 
"A r e s e a r c h technique f o r the o b j e c t i v e , s y s t e m a t i c and 
q u a n t i t a t i v e d e s c r i p t i o n of the m a n i f e s t content of 
communication ... p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h the e x t e n t a n a l y t i c 
c a t e f o r i e s appear i n the context, t h a t i s , the r e l a t i v e emphases 
or omissions". (B. B e r e l s o n , Content a n a l y s i s i n communication 
r e s e a r c h , 1952, 18, 1 7 ) . 
* * 
Mainly school t e x t and t o p i c books, but a l s o i n c l u d i n g a l i m i t e d 
number of other books l i k e l y to have been used i n s i x t h forms. 
The books were almost a l l p u b l i s h e d i n B r i t a i n : a s m a l l number 
o r i g i n a t e d i n the USA but were d i s t r i b u t e d i n the U.K. 
*** 
The p r i n c i p a l source has been the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
n a t i o n a l textbook c o l l e c t i o n p r e s e n t l y housed i n the Durham 
U n i v e r s i t y School of Education, approximately 3,000 books. I t 
has been supplemented by the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n c o l l e c t i o n 
of c u r r e n t schoolbooks kept i n London, approximately 1500 books. 
The l i b r a r i e s of the London I n s t i t u t e of Education, the London 
School of O r i e n t a l and A f r i c a n S t u d i e s (extramural department) 
the Durham U n i v e r s i t y School of Education, the Newcastle 
U n i v e r s i t y School of Education, the ILEA H i s t o r y and S o c i a l 
S t u d i e s Teachers' Centre, and T e e s s i d e , Sunderland and Newcastle 
P o l y t e c h n i c s have a l s o been searched. Other books have been 
obtained through the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , and a few from i n d i v i d u a l 
s c h o o l s and s c h o o l t e a c h e r s . The t o t a l number of books considered 
i s approximately 5,500. 
**** 
i . e , t i t l e s i n c l u d i n g words such as 'world','man','people', 
' h e r i t a g e ' , p l u s t i t l e s r e f e r r i n g g e n e r a l l y to such as the 
h i s t o r y of technology, s h i p s , t r a v e l , c i t i e s , w a r f a r e . Books 
whose p r i n c i p a l t i t l e s s p e c i f i c a l l y mention England, B r i t a i n , 
Europe, or any other country, e.g., A h i s t o r y of England; or 
c l e a r l y imply such focus, have not been i n c l u d e d u n l e s s t h e r e i s 
a p o s s i b i l i t y of wider focus, e.g. B r i t a i n i n the modern world; 
Europe and beyond. A l i m i t e d number on the b r i t i s h empire have 
been i n c l u d e d . Books whose main t i t l e would appear l i k e l y to 
suggest t o c h i l d r e n t h a t they covered a l l of h i s t o r y , or what i s 
of c e n t r a l importance i n h i s t o r y have been i n c l u d e d even i f a 
s u b - t i t l e i n s i d e the book, or a note i n the p r e f a c e or foreword, 
admits to c o n c e n t r a t i o n on B r i t a i n or Europe. Books wholly or 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y on China have been excluded. 
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such as E. H. Dance, have attempted a wider p e r s p e c t i v e which has 
sometimes i n c l u d e d m a t e r i a l on China. That treatment has been a t 
times h i g h l y f a v o u r a b l e . Moreover, not only has the number of books 
g i v i n g a t t e n t i o n to China i n c r e a s e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e c e n t decades, 
but a l s o so has the average number of pages they have contained on 
China. On the other hand, too much should not be made of such 
developments: there are few grounds f o r s a t i s f a c t i o n . I f the o v e r a l l 
p e r i o d i s d i v i d e d i n t o four, namely 1870 to 1931, 1932 to 1949, 1950 
to 1971, and 1972 to the p r e s e n t , although some prog r e s s i s 
n o t i c e a b l e i n each, p a r t i c u l a r l y the l a t t e r , n o netheless a 
s u b s t a n t i a l number of books i n each whose t i t l e s suggest broader 
p e r s p e c t i v e s have e i t h e r t o t a l l y excluded China or given i t only 
p e r i p h e r a l a t t e n t i o n . By c o n t r a s t , an overwhelming number of such 
books i n a l l four sub-periods have concentrated upon the d e t a i l s of 
b r i t i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y , mainly p o l i t i c a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
n a r r a t i v e a t f i r s t but w i t h i n c r e a s i n g a t t e n t i o n to s o c i a l and 
economic t o p i c s , or upon european h i s t o r y . The f i r s t two of those 
sub-periods w i l l be considered i n d e t a i l i n the remainder of t h i s 
* 
chapter. 
A. 1875 to 1931. 
Even i n t h i s e a r l i e s t of four sub-periods, China could not be 
s a i d t o have been wholly ignored. An i n t e r e s t i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n i s 
Hannah's chapter i n K i r k p a t r i c k ' s L e c t u r e s on the h i s t o r y of the 
** 
19th. century (1904) which gave a t t e n t i o n to Chinese h i s t o r y per 
se, perhaps the f i r s t such view presented to young students i n 
B r i t a i n . The Chinese were p o r t r a y e d as 'Empire-builders', 
' D i p l o m a t i s t s ' and 'Merchants and A r t i s a n s ' . The Han empire had been 
l a r g e r than i t s western contemporary. I t s p r e d e c e s s o r s had been 
"venerable before Rome was founded ... a c e n t r e of l i g h t and l e a r n i n g 
... during the d a r k e s t days of the West". The Chinese empire employed 
"purely moral" s a n c t i o n s . I t s emperor, revered by a l l e a s t e r n 
peoples, could be compared w i t h the pope. I n p a r t i c u l a r , the Chinese 
* 
Lack of space p r e c l u d e s a review of techniques employed to 
e v a l u a t e textbook content (as attempted by A. Habtai, 'Images of 
A f r i c a i n b r i t i s h secondary education', D. P h i l . , 1981, 96-111). 
** 
I n t h i s and the f o l l o w i n g chapter book t i t l e s a r e given (as 
a g a i n s t the p r a c t i c e i n other chapters) s i n c e the t i t l e has been 
the c h i e f c r i t e r i o n f o r s e l e c t i o n . Thus, only page numbers w i l l 
be given i n the notes. 
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s t r e s s e d the a r t s of peace and commerce: "As t r a d e r s , bankers and 
2 
a r t i s a n s the Chinese are i n no way i n f e r i o r " . 
S i m i l a r l y , N i v e r ' s Ancient peoples and t h e i r heroes and Modern 
* 
n a t i o n s and t h e i r famous men (both c. 1920) introduced some p o i n t s 
of i n t e r e s t to the s c h o o l - c h i l d . The former contained 13 pages on 
I n d i a and 8$ on China which s t r e s s e d "reverence f o r the p a s t and 
adherence to e s t a b l i s h e d order" and i n c l u d e d d e t a i l on Peking's 
magnificence, Chinese c u l t u r e ( " g i f t e d s c h o l a r s and most s k i l f u l 
a r t i s t s and workers") and Confucius, i n c l u d i n g a l i s t of h i s major 
works and a summary of h i s teaching."^ The l a t t e r pointed to the 
impetus of the 1911-12 r e v o l u t i o n s towards w e s t e r n i s a t i o n of China 
"on modern l i n e s " and made one of the e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e s to 
4 
Sun Yat-sen i n any schoolbook. 
Bartholomew's School economic a t l a s (1921) f a l l s i n the same 
category. On world maps China was i n d i c a t e d as a c e n t r e of 
manufacturing and a g r i c u l t u r e , two of her r e l i g i o n s , a score of major 
c i t i e s and her trade r o u t e s (only those r e l e v a n t to Europe) were 
shown, her major products were i t e m i s e d , and a map of e a s t a s i a n 
economics d e t a i l e d over 300 c e n t r e s of economic a c t i v i t y i n China.^ 
Smith's Main c u r r e n t s i n world h i s t o r y (1922) contained h i g h l y 
favourable s c r u t i n y of China, s t r e s s i n g her a n t i q u i t y , h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n t i n u i t y , m a t e r i a l c u l t u r e and moral philosophy, her importance i n 
s e c u r i n g "the p e a c e f u l i n d u s t r y of a l a r g e p o r t i o n of the human 
r a c e " , and her c o n t a c t s w i t h the West; and a s s e r t i n g t h a t her 
contempt f o r f o r e i g n e r s was "born of 5,000 y e a r s of c i v i l i s a t i o n " , 
and t h a t western a c t i o n s s i n c e 1839 had been " h i g h l y d i s c r e d i t a b l e " . 
Other b r i e f but favourable d e s c r i p t i o n s have been t r a c e d i n 
I s a a c s o n ' s House of H i s t o r y : F i r s t s t o r e y (1930) which portrayed the 
Chinese as "one of the o l d e s t c i v i l i s e d peoples of the world . . . 
7 
p e a c e - l o v i n g , c l e v e r and i n d u s t r i o u s " ; Housman and Marten's 
H i s t o r i e s Book 3 (1931) which saw Yuan China as "more c i v i l i z e d than 
g 
Europe"; B e l l i s ' s The t r a i l - b r e a k e r s (1931); I k i n ' s The modern age 
(1931) which emphasised the a n t i q u i t y of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n , the 
unequalled q u a l i t y of her n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e , her t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n v e n t i v e n e s s , her c i v i l e ngineering achievements and her d i s l i k e of 
western 'barbarian' t e n d e n c i e s ; and Douglas-Smith's The world of the 
a n c i e n t s (1931) which d e t a i l e d e a r l i e r d y n a s t i e s , r e f e r r e d to s e v e r a l 
Chinese p e r s o n a l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g e x p l o r e r s , i n v e n t o r s and 
Not a p p r e c i a t e d by a l l t e a c h e r s , but c e r t a i n l y i n use i n schools 
by the l a t e r 1920s. (See H i s t o r y , 1 3 , Oct. 1928, 244) 
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p h i l o s o p h e r s , pointed to "a strong and age-old t r a d i t i o n of 
o r d e r l i n e s s and s e l f - r e s t r a i n t " , and questioned the european image of 
9 
China as "somewhat sl e e p y ... showing no g r e a t d e s i r e f o r p r o g r e s s " . 
I n p a r t i c u l a r , Douglas-Smith a t t a c k e d "the p r e s e n t c r a z e f o r 
r e p r e s e n t i n g Chinamen as the v i l l a i n s of 'crook' dramas and d e t e c t i v e 
f i c t i o n " , due to "the very vague notions of t h e i r land and h i s t o r y 
possessed by the average westerner", and s i g n i f i c a n t l y a v e r r e d t h a t 
"Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n have been too much ignored by the 
West ... the Chinese are an extremely i n t e l l e c t u a l r a c e ... i n t h e i r 
country from the e a r l i e s t times l e a r n e d men have been valued more 
h i g h l y , and s o l d i e r s l e s s , than anywhere e l s e i n the world"." 1" 0 
Of a l l authors i n t h i s f i r s t p e r i o d , however, Helen Corke stands 
out as p r o v i d i n g the most ev i d e n t bridge between the anglo and 
e u r o c e n t r i s t imbalance of so many contemporaries and i n c r e a s i n g 
awareness of extra-european h i s t o r y , o f f e r i n g c h i l d r e n , almost f o r 
the f i r s t time, both an embyronic world p e r s p e c t i v e and an 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of China as worthy of study per s e . Mankind the 
conqueror (1930) contained a reasonably d e t a i l e d study of e a r l i e r 
China, i n p a r t i c u l a r an e n t h u s i a s t i c v i g n e t t e of the T'ang p e r i o d , "a 
summertime of f r u i t f u l c e n t u r i e s " , w i t h r e f e r e n c e to Chinese 
r e l i g i o n s , c i t i e s and w e l f a r e and her " s p l e n d i d r e c o r d of a r t and 
poetry".'1''1" A book of a n c i e n t peoples (1931) h i g h l i g h t e d the Confucian 
maxims' importance to s o c i a l order, noted some s i m i l a r i t i e s between 
the i d e a s of L a o - t s e , Buddha and J e s u s , and gave a b r i e f glimpse of 
Han China, the g r e a t w a l l , and Ssu-ma Ch'ien. A book of modern 
peoples, not p u b l i s h e d u n t i l 1933, i s more a p p r o p r i a t e l y considered 
here i n view of i t s a f f i n i t y to Corke's other work. I t s t r o n g l y 
i m p l i e d acceptance of Chinese h i s t o r y as worthy of study i n i t s own 
r i g h t . F a - h s i e n ' s v i s i t to I n d i a was d e s c r i b e d , followed by a 
favourable p o r t r a i t of T'ang China, " f u r n i s h e d w i t h p u b l i c museums, 
sc h o o l s , parks and p l a c e s of entertainment". Mongol China was even 
more favourably r e p r e s e n t e d , w i t h s t r e s s on i t s "huge, i n d u s t r i o u s , 
p e a c e f u l population"; the "wonder" of i t s c i v i l i s a t i o n ; the "beauty", 
"refinement", "profound s c h o l a r s h i p " and " e x q u i s i t e manners"; the 
importance of education, high c u l t u r e , craftwork, domestic and 
m i l i t a r y technology and p r i n t i n g ; and the r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a t i o n , 
p u b l i c works and economic development of the p e r i o d . Moreover, 




N e v e r t h e l e s s , such favourable s k e t c h e s of Chinese h i s t o r y should 
not be o v e r s t r e s s e d . Hannah's account began and ended on a s t r o n g l y 
e u r o c e n t r i s t t a c k , and used h i g h l y p e j o r a t i v e language i n r e s p e c t of 
" g i g a n t i c but s h i f t l e s s " China and her people, "a laughing-stock 
among the n a t i o n s , a byword f o r c o r r u p t i o n and f o l l y " , w i t h "not a 
shred of p a t r i o t i s m " . China was seen as t h r e a t e n i n g the West: "Europe 
may laugh a t the i d e a of new i n v a s i o n s of l o c u s t Mongol hordes, but 
13 
the y e l l o w p e r i l f o r a l l t h a t may be not the l e s s dangerous". 
14 
N i v e r ' s books gave, r e s p e c t i v e l y , 4.62 and 0.49% to China. The one 
gave 117 of 184 pages to Greeks, Romans and Hebrews and i m p l i e d a 
s t r e a k of i n f a n t i l i s m and c r u e l t y i n the Chinese: the other excluded 
a l l a s p e c t s of Chinese c u l t u r e save f o r opium, p i g t a i l s and deformed 
15 
f e e t . Bartholomew, l i k e most other a t l a s e s , contained no map of 
China per s e , as a g a i n s t , f o r i n s t a n c e , 10 of B r i t a i n and 11 of 
A u s t r a l a s i a . Smith's study was both e u r o c e n t r i s t and r a c i s t , i t s 
theme "the development and expansion of modern western c i v i l i s a t i o n " , 
16* 
i t s focus "the h i s t o r y of the white r a c e " . Only 0.46% of a book on 
'main c u r r e n t s ' of world h i s t o r y was a l l o c a t e d to China ( I r e l a n d took 
up 1.17%). Moreover, though the n a r r a t i v e extended to 1920 t h e r e was 
no r e f e r e n c e to Sun Yat-sen. I s a a c s o n ' s 'house of h i s t o r y ' was only 
1.1% Chinese, the remainder almost e x c l u s i v e l y b r i t i s h . Housman and 
Marten's seven pages was the only r e f e r e n c e to China i n a four-volume 
s e r i e s t o t a l l i n g 626 pages. B e l l i s gave 4% to China. I k i n gave e i g h t 
cha p t e r s to B r i t a i n ( p r i n t i n g 'Jerusalem' i n f u l l ) and only one on 
'The modern world', i n c l u d i n g 3$ pages (1%) on China. Douglas-Smith 
a l l o c a t e d 122 pages to Greece and Rome (41.2%) as a g a i n s t f i v e pages 
(1.69%) to China. Even Corke's t h r e e books gave, r e s p e c t i v e l y , only 
3.55%, 2.32% and 4.64% to China. The f i r s t ignored China i n c h a p t e r s 
on e a r l y t r a d e , poetry, laws and education, and i n c l u d e d only one 
Chinese among the 26 l e a d i n g world poets and p h i l o s o p h e r s , one among 
41 d i s c o v e r e r s and i n v e n t o r s , and two among 49 r u l e r s and w a r r i o r s . 
The t h i r d made only sketchy r e f e r e n c e to Ming and Manchu China, and 
omitted mention of Sun Yat-sen. 
Though emphasising t h a t " f o r e i g n n a t i o n s do not e x i s t merely to 
exemplify England's wickedness or England's v a l o u r " , and adding 
"because I make the h i s t o r y of the White Race the c e n t r a l p o i n t 
of my book, i t must not be taken f o r granted t h a t I assume ... 
t h a t the expansion and p r o s p e r i t y of the white r a c e are 
synonymous w i t h Progress and Good". ( i x ) . 
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Moreover, the books quoted a r e few by comparison w i t h the 
overwhelming m a j o r i t y making only p e r i p h e r a l r e f e r e n c e to China. 
Indeed, more than h a l f of a l l books s t u d i e d from the p e r i o d 
demonstrate no r e c o g n i t i o n of h er e x i s t e n c e . C r e a s y ' s D e c i s i v e 
b a t t l e s (1877) saw none of importance from Chinese h i s t o r y . Lee's 
B i o g r a p h i c a l h i s t o r y reader (1905) t r e a t e d 22 s u b j e c t s - a l l B r i t i s h . 
Burke's The s h i n i n g E a s t (1915) c o n s i d e r e d only Egypt and western 
A s i a . Wilson's p r o g r e s s of h i s t o r y : peeps i n t o o l d books (1916) 
t r a c e d the development of w r i t i n g only i n Egypt, Babylon and Greece, 
and i m p l i e d t h a t p r i n t i n g was invented i n Europe. Manning's four 
volume New world h i s t o r y (c.1920) hung around the dates 1485, 1688 
and 1815, and mentioned China only i n a f o u r - l i n e r e f e r e n c e to the 
capture of T s i n g - t a o . Van Loon's Anc i e n t man (1923) covered only the 
Near E a s t . Polkinghorne's People of long ago (1928) s c r u t i n i s e d 
* 
b r i t i s h t o p i c s i n a european s e t t i n g . T o t a l n e g l e c t has been found 
a l s o i n such as Cory's four-volume S t o r y of Man (1930) and i n popular 
school textbook s e r i e s such as volumes two and t h r e e of M a s e f i e l d ' s 
House of h i s t o r y (1931) and F i r t h ' s four-volume H i s t o r y j u n i o r 
** 
course (1931). 
I n a d d i t i o n , many books, w h i l s t not t o t a l l y e x c l u d i n g Chinese 
h i s t o r y , have d i s p l a y e d s e r i o u s imbalance of treatment. P l o e t z ' s 
Epitome of h i s t o r y (1884) allowed China 1.21% of i t s space. I n 
a n c i e n t h i s t o r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , China was given two pages: the C e l t s 
5 i . Confucius occupied s i x l i n e s : Greek mythology 53. The T'ang and 
Mongol d y n a s t i e s enjoyed h a l f a page each, and the Ming e i g h t l i n e s , 
as a g a i n s t nine pages on the Anglo-Saxons and four on the Swiss 
confederacy. Modern China was given 3J pages: e a r l y modern Germany 17 
and the fr e n c h r e v o l u t i o n 37. 
Sanderson's O u t l i n e s of the world's h i s t o r y (1890) proposed "a 
b r i e f h i s t o r y of the n a t i o n s of the world (with) an account of the 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s made by the c h i e f peoples ... to the common stock of 
17 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " . The Chinese c o n t r i b u t i o n merited 0.75%. Moreover, 
a h o s t i l e c a r i c a t u r e was penned. They were strange, w i t h "an apparent 
i n c a p a c i t y f o r v i t a l p r o g r e s s " , s u f f e r i n g " i n s a n i t y and s e l f -
c o n c e i t " , and u n i v e r s a l l y i n d i f f e r e n t to r e l i g i o n . T h e i r government 
was d e s p o t i c , "a grotesque mixture of reason and a b s u r d i t y " , w i t h 
* 
I t was r e p r i n t e d 14 times by 1953. 
** 
Reprinted 23 times by 1966, renamed H i s t o r y f i r s t s e r i e s . 
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a b s u r d i t y " , w i t h " a l l - p e r v a d i n g c o r r u p t i o n " , t h e i r emperors "a 
s u c c e s s i o n of p e d a n t i c Solomons". T e c h n o l o g i c a l l y , they were 
"ingenious and p r e c o c i o u s c h i l d r e n " . Chinese s c i e n c e was "a 
c o l l e c t i o n of i l l - a r r a n g e d f a c t s and b e l i e f s ... pursued without 
regard to i n t e l l e c t u a l ends, and hindered i n p r o g r e s s to what i s 
higher ( s i c ) by a c u r i o u s , cumbersome and clumsy language". Under the 
heading 'Chinese want of p r o g r e s s ' , Sanderson a s s e r t e d : "Europe and 
t r u e c i v i l i s a t i o n ( s i c ) have nothing to g a i n , and have gained 
nothing, i n the way of c u l t u r e , from a country where 400 m i l l i o n ... 
are t r e a t e d l i k e c h i l d r e n ; where t h e r e i s no o r i g i n a l i t y and no 
f r e e - w i l l ; where no p r o g r e s s ... i s p o s s i b l e ... the p a l t r y r e s u l t of 
a p r e t e n t i o u s , a n t i q u a t e d and i n h e r e n t l y unprogressive order of 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
Other e a r l y examples of imbalance i n c l u d e Tappan's Heroes of the 
middles ages (1911) which, even i n a chapter on Marco Polo, t o l d the 
c h i l d l i t t l e about China; Nixon and S t e e l ' s Ancient h i s t o r y (1913) 
which noted t h a t "the g r e a t r i v e r s of I n d i a and China were a l l s e a t s 
of e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n " , then proceeded to exclude them from the 
n a r r a t i v e , even i n a chapter on 'The beginnings of w r i t t e n h i s t o r y ' ; 
and West's More s t o r i e s of the men of very long ago (c.1920) which 
ignored China i n c h a p t e r s on the o r i g i n s of bronzes, p o t t e r y and 
a g r i c u l t u r e and gave only one l i n e to Chinese w r i t i n g , "queer-looking 
m a r k s " . 1 9 
A more important example i s found i n Webster's t h r e e lengthy 
books, s u i t a b l e p o s s i b l y f o r upper secondary c l a s s e s or as 
t e a c h e r - r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l . A h i s t o r y of the a n c i e n t world (1915) 
gave 0.26% of i t s pages to China, s t r e s s i n g her s e c l u s i o n from "the 
20 
p r o g r e s s of our western world", a "land of mystery", and a l l o w i n g 
her only f i v e l i n e s i n a lengthy chapter on o r i e n t a l r e l i g i o n , 
l i t e r a t u r e , a r t s , s c i e n c e s and education. Medieval and modern 
h i s t o r y (1919) covered China i n 4 i pages ( 0 . 5 7 % ) . Much of t h a t was 
used verbatim i n Webster's World H i s t o r y (1921) whose eurocentrism 
was shown i n t h a t i t was an a b b r e v i a t i o n of two other t i t l e s , Modern 
european h i s t o r y and E a r l y european h i s t o r y . I t covered China i n 
f i v e of i t s 759 pages (0.66%) . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , the treatment was 
s u p e r f i c i a l , scanning i n one s e c t i o n China's geography, people, 
r e l i g i o n s , c u l t u r e , western p e n e t r a t i o n , the Boxers, and the 1911-12 
r e v o l u t i o n . Chinese c u l t u r e was given e i g h t l i n e s . W e s t e r n i s a t i o n was 
* 
These two excluded from the q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
170 
i m p e r a t i v e , as the "more q u i c k - w i t t e d and r e c e p t i v e " Japanese had 
r e a l i s e d . 
A s i m i l a r a t t i t u d e was d i s p l a y e d i n Robinson's Medieval and 
* 
modern times (1916). China occupied 0.71% of i t s pages, and then 
only under 'The expansion of Europe i n the 19th. century', and a 
l a t e r chapter on japanese expansionism. Both the opium war and the 
german base a t Kiaochow were j u s t i f i e d . No r e f e r e n c e was made to any 
i n t r i n s i c a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s of Chinese l i f e or c u l t u r e . 
W e t h e r i l l ' s The world and i t s d i s c o v e r y : A s i a (1916) allowed 
only 5 pages (5.56%) to A s i a ' s l a r g e s t country. Of 12 pages on 
Marco Polo, four d e a l t w i t h China. An account of Hue's t r a v e l s i n 
Mongolia and T i b e t s a i d l i t t l e about the Chinese, save f o r t h e i r 
rudeness and c o r r u p t i o n . An e i g h t page d e s c r i p t i o n on A s i a ' s p h y s i c a l 
f e a t u r e s and c l i m a t e made only t h r e e r e f e r e n c e s to China. On a map of 
China, s i x surrounding c o u n t r i e s were named: China was not. 
An even more conspicuous example i s Short's I n t r o d u c t i o n to 
world h i s t o r y (1920) . The foreword a v e r r e d t h a t the purpose of 
22 
h i s t o r y was "knowledge of the world and (one's) fellow-men". That 
p e r s p e c t i v e was somewhat b l u r r e d , however. W h i l s t knowledge of China 
was s u p p l i e d i n 1.25 pages i n t o t a l (and of I n d i a i n 2$) 47 pages 
were given to Greece and Rome, 15 t o e a r l y B r i t a i n , 37 to r e n a i s s a n c e 
and reformation and 21 to 19th. century B r i t a i n , i n c l u d i n g 5 to the 
p a i n t e r G.F. Watts. Thus, i n a book on world h i s t o r y a minor b r i t i s h 
a r t i s t enjoyed four times the coverage of the e n t i r e h i s t o r y and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n of China. True, Short i n s i s t e d t h a t her h i s t o r y "must 
never be f o r g o t t e n " . That was not, however, due to any i n t r i n s i c 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , but because of the memory of the Mongols. What had 
happened before could happen again: "the world ... knows the t h r e a t 
23 
as 'The Yellow P e r i l ' " . 
Short then j u s t i f i e d h i s b r i e f treatment of China i n t h a t she 
l a y " o u t s i d e the main c u r r e n t of human endeavour which went to the 
making of 'european c i v i l i s a t i o n ' , the o b j e c t of our prime study". 
Moreover, "the h i s t o r y of China was t h a t of such r i v e r - v a l l e y 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s as Babylonia and Egypt", and " r i v e r v a l l e y 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s can b e s t be s t u d i e d i n Egypt and Babylonia (because 
t h e i r h i s t o r y ) i s more c l o s e l y i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h t h a t of Western 
Europe". Thus they would be s t u d i e d s o l e l y on grounds of r e l e v a n c e to 
* 
Robinson's and Webster's books were f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n the USA., 
then i n B r i t a i n . 
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Europe, and "not because (they) are of g r e a t e r importance or deeper 
24 
i n t e r e s t than ... China and I n d i a " . 
S h o r t ' s book was f o r secondary c h i l d r e n . I n the same ye a r , a 
s i m u l a r l y b l u r r e d p e r s p e c t i v e was o f f e r e d to the younger c h i l d i n 
Binyon's Paths of Peace. I t was claimed to comprise " s t o r i e s of the 
25 
q u i e t 'growing up' of the world". China's p a r t i n t h a t world 
growing-up was contained i n 24 l i n e s (0.29%) on her d i s c o v e r y of 
p r i n t i n g . A l l e l s e was ignored. I n c o n t r a s t , Caxton alone merited 6i 
pages ( 3 . 8 % ) . 
A f u r t h e r example i s two books by Newman. The beginner's a n c i e n t 
h i s t o r y (1921) was mainly concerned w i t h Egypt, Greece and Rome. 
China's "very a n c i e n t " c i v i l i s a t i o n was covered i n 6 l i n e s (0.07%). 
I t had not spread to other r e g i o n s : the Near E a s t was ignorant of i t . 
That c l e a r l y j u s t i f i e d i t s omission, s i n c e f o r o v e r t l y r a c i s t reasons 
Newman was c o n c e n t r a t i n g on Europe and the Mediterranean: " I t i s the 
Caucasian race t h a t has come to dominate most of the world; and among 
t h i s f a m i l y i t i s the Aryan group t h a t has e x e r c i s e d the most 
profound i n f l u e n c e on c i v i l i s a t i o n ... Thus the people w i t h whom we 
26* 
s h a l l have most to do are the Aryans". The beginner's h i s t o r y of 
the world (1921) i s no l e s s open to c r i t i c i s m . D e spite an avowed aim 
27 
to encourage study of world h i s t o r y , l e s s than one of i t s 177 pages 
surveyed China. The f i r s t p a r t was based upon h i s Ancient h i s t o r y . 
The second p a r t , modern h i s t o r y , began w i t h the f a l l of Rome (again, 
e u r o c e n t r i s t ) and extended to the gr e a t war, entered by Japan,"also 
China and v a r i o u s l e s s e r s t a t e s " . The few l i n e s on China s t r e s s e d her 
l a c k of prog r e s s . She "slumbered on ... and r e s i s t e d the e f f o r t s of 
the e n e r g e t i c and adventurous c o u n t r i e s which sought to t r a d e " . Any 
advances made were due to the acceptance of western i d e a s : one 
28 
s p e c i f i c i l l u s t r a t i o n given was higher education. Sun Yat-sen was 
** 
not mentioned. 
Newman was not alone, however, i n c o r r e l a t i n g world h i s t o r y w i t h 
Europe. Keatinge and F r a z e r ' s I n t r o d u c t i o n to world h i s t o r y (1922) 
showed no improvement s i n c e the f i r s t e d i t i o n i n 1913. I t s 306 pages 
Newman's ignorance of world c u l t u r e s was f u r t h e r r e v e a l e d by h i s 
r e j e c t i o n of the negro peoples: "Of t h i s branch of mankind we 
s h a l l say very l i t t l e " . ( p . 1 8 ) 
Both books were r e v i s e d i n 1927. No changes were made i n the 
s e c t i o n s on China, however. 
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i n c l u d e d only 25 l i n e s (0.2%) on China, l o c a t e d i n a four-page 
chapter on 'The F a r E a s t ' . Two-thirds of the 25 l i n e s looked a t the 
mongol conquest. The book d i d , however, i n c l u d e 60 pages on Rome and 
nine on european c i t i e s . World h i s t o r y was seen as the h i s t o r y of 
* 
Europe. S i m i l a r l y , van Loon's Episodes from the s t o r y of mankind 
(1921) conveyed to younger c h i l d r e n a view of 'mankind' as synonymous 
w i t h 'european man'. Despite c l a i m i n g to o f f e r "a f a i r l y continuous 
29 
n a r r a t i v e of world h i s t o r y " , he s u c c i n c t l y summarised China's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n t h r e e l i n e s ( 0 . 0 4 % ) . On the other hand, Moses 
merited four pages, Charlemagne seven, the r e n a i s s a n c e 16, the french 
r e v o l u t i o n and Rome 21 each, and the Greeks 34. Another popular 
** 
book, West's S t o r y of the ages (1929) claimed to give "a simple 
30 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to world h i s t o r y " : China merited 3.5 of i t s 323 pages 
(1 . 0 8 % ) . I n the same v e i n , Cory's S t o r y of man: The world of the 
middle ages (1930) conveyed an image of man dominated by b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y , and even i n a chapter on Marco Polo s a i d nothing about China 
save f o r the m i s l e a d i n g a s s e r t i o n t h a t the Polos went t h e r e "to teach 
31 
the people"; Smith and Di c k i n s o n ' s I n t r o d u c t o r y h i s t o r y (1930) 
32 
claimed to o f f e r "wide views of ge n e r a l h i s t o r y " , but in c l u d e d only 
one word on China i n 268 pages, w h i l s t c o v e r i n g a l l r u l e r s of B r i t a i n 
i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l order from Caesar to George 5th; and Wort's Empires 
of long ago (1930) w h i l s t i n t e n d i n g to " l e t the c h i l d see what the 
v a r i o u s peoples of the a n c i e n t world achieved", encapsulated China's 
r o l e i n four l i n e s : Greece needed 54 pages (30.68%) and Rome 36 
(20.45%). Only a f t e r the Mongols d i d China become one of the " c r a d l e s 
33 
of c i v i l i s a t i o n " . Even Joad f e l l i n t o the e u r o c e n t r i s t e r r o r . 
The s t o r y of c i v i l i s a t i o n (1931) opened w i t h a glance a t o r i e n t a l 
r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s , i n c l u d i n g Lao-tse and Confucius and s t r e s s e d the 
importance of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n . The image was s p o i l e d , however, 
by an a s s e r t i o n t h a t l i t t l e could be s a i d about China because l i t t l e 
was known about her, "so t h a t i n any event t h e r e i s not much to 
34 
say". Subsequently, the only r e c o g n i t i o n of China was i n 
s t e r e o t y p i c a l r e f e r e n c e s to t e a , paper, f o o t - b i n d i n g , junks and the 
Keatinge was an e a r l y i n s p i r e r of the New H i s t o r y (See supra, 
pp.66,161-3, infra.pp.262-73). 
F i v e e d i t i o n s i n s i x y e a r s . 
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c o l l a p s e of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n . There was no r e f e r e n c e i n c h a p t e r s 
on 'The making of b e a u t i f u l t h i n g s ' (mainly greek a r t ) ; 'Finding 
t h i n g s out' (three pages on Darwin); 'How s c i e n c e has changed our 
l i v e s ' (two pages on P a s t e u r ) ; 'The spreading of knowledge'; or 'The 
s h a r i n g of money'. I n t o t a l , China's share of world c i v i l i s a t i o n came 
to 1.6%. 
I n a d d i t i o n , s e v e r a l books p u b l i s h e d i n the sub-period focused 
i n p a r t i c u l a r on modern h i s t o r y , but showed l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n 
a f f a i r s beyond Europe. Kennedy's Century of r e v o l u t i o n , 
1789-1920 (1922) ignored Sun Yat-sen and the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n . The 
only i n t e r e s t i n China was i n the c o n f l i c t between german and 
japanese i n t e r e s t s , comprising 0.04% of the book. Hammond's R i s e of 
modern i n d u s t r y (1925) nowhere e x p l i c i t l y d e c l a r e d a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 
i n B r i t a i n and Europe, y e t allowed only 19 l i n e s (0.18%) to Chinese 
i n d u s t r y , and only 10% of t h a t to her modern i n d u s t r y . Even worse was 
the s i n g l e l i n e on japanese i n d u s t r y , and only i n a context of 
european t r a d e . K e t e l b y ' s H i s t o r y of modern times (1929) gave 26 
pages (4.17%) to China, but only f o r e i g n p e n e t r a t i o n and c o n f l i c t 
w i t h Japan. I n t e r n a l developments were ignored. B i r n i e ' s E a r l y 19th. 
century to the p r e s e n t (1929) was almost e x c l u s i v e l y about B r i t a i n : 
China was g i v e n nine l i n e s ( 0 . 0 9 % ) . E q u a l l y m i s l e a d i n g t i t l e s were 
O l i v e r ' s Modern Times (1930) and McHaffie's March of h i s t o r y ; End of 
the 17th. century t o the p r e s e n t (1931). The former i n c l u d e d one page 
on China (0.57%) but the only modern d e t a i l was t h a t "even China has 
been touched by the u n i v e r s a l change and r e s t l e s s n e s s ; and a 
r e v o l u t i o n r e c e n t l y overthrew the empire". The author confessed h i s 
aim i n the p r e f a c e (not i n the t i t l e ) to be "the i n c l u s i o n of only 
the outstanding p e r s o n a l i t i e s and events of our own h i s t o r y i n a l l 
i t s a s p e c t s " . Thus, almost a l l h i s 'modern times' r e f e r r e d to 
. 35 
B r i t a i n . McHaffie s i m i l a r l y admitted only i n a p r e f a c e t h a t the 
focus was B r i t a i n , and gave only two paragraphs (0.16%) to the march 
of Chinese h i s t o r y . 
A f i n a l s e t of evidence r e l a t i n g to the p r e v a l e n c e of 
e u r o c e n t r i s t assumptions and l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n non-european 
c o u n t r i e s per se i n t h i s e a r l i e s t sub-period has been drawn from 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s e s used i n s c h o o l s . Johnston's H i s t o r i c a l 
a t l a s (1917) i s a r e v e a l i n g example. I t was claimed "to meet the 
needs of students and t e a c h e r s of h i s t o r y , as h i s t o r y i s nowadays 
36 
conceived". I t contained 18 maps of Europe or european c o u n t r i e s , 
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14 of which i n c l u d e d b r i t a i n , and 18 maps of B r i t a i n i n whole or i n 
p a r t . There were, by c o n t r a s t , four of the Americas; t h r e e of I n d i a ; 
one of trade routes showing no f u r t h e r e a s t than C a l i c u t ; and three 
world maps. China was shown on two of the l a t t e r , and named on one. 
There was no map of A f r i c a , E a s t A s i a , or China per s e . I n a d d i t i o n , 
a c h r o n o l o g i c a l t a b l e l i s t e d 791 events i n b r i t i s h and f o r e i g n 
h i s t o r y : 673 were b r i t i s h , and 118 f o r e i g n , of which only s i x r e l a t e d 
to the non-european and anglo-saxon world. The only r e f e r e n c e to 
China was the b r i t i s h a c q u i s i t i o n of Hong Kong. There was, however, a 
f u l l page of d e t a i l on the growth of e n g l i s h p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 
Johnston's was not the only such a t l a s , however. D a r b i s h i r e ' s 
Concise h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1920) contained 51 maps of Europe and 
european s t a t e s . There were a l s o e i g h t world maps. The f i r s t , which 
opened the book, showed the world as a s t a r w i t h B r i t a i n a t the 
c e n t r e , her i m p e r i a l arms embracing the world. F i v e world p o l i t i c a l 
maps showed european expansion and empires: the only Chinese d e t a i l s 
were p l a c e s under european c o n t r o l . A world v e g e t a t i o n map showed 
China u n c u l t i v a t e d except on the south c o a s t . A commercial map 
suggested China's only product was t e a ( i n c o r r e c t l y l o c a t e d i n 
c e n t r a l C h i n a ) . The book's european emphasis was s t a t e d only i n a 
foreword. S i m i l a r l y , B l a c k ' s h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (post-1920) gave 28 of 
i t s 65 maps to Europe and 21 to B r i t a i n . There were s i x world maps, 
on four of which China was not i d e n t i f i e d . There was no separate map 
of E a s t A s i a , nor of China. L a s t l y , Muir and P h i l i p ' s New school 
a t l a s of u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y (10th edn., 1928) in c l u d e d , d e s p i t e i t s 
t i t l e , 65 maps of Europe and european s t a t e s ( excluding maps of 
european c i t i e s and b a t t l e s ) ; 22 of B r i t a i n ; 12 of America; and e i g h t 
of A f r i c a and I n d i a , a l l showing european i n f l u e n c e . China was 
i d e n t i f i e d on s i x of 11 world maps (but d e t a i l was shown on only 
three) and on two maps of A s i a . The Han empire was shown on a map of 
'The realms of c i v i l i s a t i o n ' : but 'The c r a d l e s of c i v i l i s a t i o n ' were 
* 
d e f i n e d as a l l l y i n g i n the Near E a s t and h e l l e n i s t i c world. The 
Three decades and 11 e d i t i o n s l a t e r (1961) the s i t u a t i o n was no 
b e t t e r . The Han map was d e l e t e d and b r i t i s h maps i n c r e a s e d to 
26. The only change a f f e c t i n g China was a new map of post-war 
A s i a . (Not i n q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s ) . 
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assumptions of eurocentrism could h a r d l y have been more c l e a r l y 
a r t i c u l a t e d . 
B. 1932 to 1949. 
C l e a r l y , d e s p i t e the glimmerings of i n t e r e s t , sympathy and 
understanding evinced by w r i t e r s such as Niver, Smith, Douglas-Smith 
and Corke, much more was needed i n b r i n g i n g to c h i l d r e n a view of 
China and Chinese h i s t o r y i n proper p e r s p e c t i v e , balance and d e t a i l , 
f r e e from ethno and e u r o c e n t r i s t a t t i t u d e s ; and during the y e a r s 
before and a f t e r the second world war, when China was so much i n the 
news as a f l a s h p o i n t i n world a f f a i r s , an improvement, both i n 
q u a n t i t a t i v e and q u a l i t a t i v e terms, g r a d u a l l y occurred. There can be 
l i t t l e doubt t h a t t h a t improvement to a s u b s t a n t i a l degree r e f l e c t e d 
contemporary p o l i t i c a l events i n E a s t A s i a . 
S i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e was e x e r t e d i n t h a t r e s p e c t by the 
l e f t - w i n g p u b l i s h e r G o l l a n c z and two of h i s authors, Horrabin and 
Jackson, whose books may have been used i n the upper forms of 
secondary s c h o o l s . Horrabin's A t l a s of c u r r e n t a f f a i r s (1934) devoted 
s i x of i t s 74 maps to China. The f a r e a s t e r n problem was seen as "the 
problem of China", and maps and d e s c r i p t i o n s were gi v e n of the 
powers' i n t e r e s t s i n China, routes i n t o the country, japanese 
i n t e r e s t s i n the north, and the a r e a of n a t i o n a l i s t China, and, of 
p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t , the " e x t e n s i v e areas c o n t r o l l e d by peasants and 
workers" - an e a r l y r e c o g n i t i o n of communist importance, antedating 
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the long march. Jackson's Post-war world (1935) gave 36 of i t s 520 
pages to China, and though pro-communistic and a n t i - C h i a n g b i a s was 
n o t i c e a b l e , a sympathetic view c l e a r l y emerged, w i t h c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
China f o r i t s own sake, and not s o l e l y i n a p e r s p e c t i v e of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s and the r i s e of Japan. Jackson began by 
a t t a c k i n g the m o r a l i t y of e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l i t y , p l u s "the 
contemptuous a t t i t u d e adopted by f o r e i g n e r s toward the Chinese whose 
2,000-year-old c i v i l i s a t i o n they were unable to a p p r e c i a t e " . Then 
followed a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of Sun Yat-sen's p o l i t i c a l philosophy, a 
summary of the r i s e of Chiang, a very e a r l y c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
communism i n China, f a r - s i g h t e d l y observing t h a t " i t i s not 
improbable t h a t i n a form of communism modulated to the Chinese 
t r a d i t i o n China w i l l f i n d a way out of her p r e s e n t anarchy", and an 
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account of the Japanese i n Manchuria s t r e s s i n g the courage of Chinese 
r e s i s t a n c e . P o l i t i c a l n a r r a t i v e was accompanied by s u b s t a n t i a l 
a n a l y s i s of the Chinese r e v o l u t i o n , the s o c i a l reformation (reminding 
the reader t h a t p i g t a i l s and foot-binding were no longer de r i g e u r ) 
and the l i t e r a r y r e n a i s s a n c e (quoting Tawney t h a t "most Chinese would 
as l i t t l e dream of succumbing to the philosophy of the West ... as 
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the European of exchanging h i s l i f e f o r t h a t of a bushman") . The 
book, i n s h o r t , o f f e r e d the most d e t a i l e d and most favourable view of 
modern China y e t a v a i l a b l e to the upper and post-secondary student. 
I n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t i n contemporary China went beyond G o l l a n c z 
books, however. Pooley's Who's who and what's what i n some world 
a f f a i r s (1938) gave a f a c t u a l 18-page account of events i n China, 
i n c l u d i n g one of the e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e s to the long march. Happold's 
T h i s modern age (1938) conveyed a favourable view of China's 
"wonderful a r t and l i t e r a t u r e " , a n a l y s e d the i d e a s of Sun, and noted 
the s i g n i f i c a n c e of communism. Theobald's A contemporary 
h i s t o r y (1937) gave an account of events 1911 to 1937, h i g h l i g h t i n g 
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the " g r e a t " l e a d e r s Sun and Chiang. Mainwaring's E v o l u t i o n of the 
modern world (1942) i n c l u d e d a favourable 11-page a n a l y s i s of modern 
China, whose a r t and poetry r e v e a l e d "calm d i g n i t y . .. p a t i e n t 
courage ... deep f e e l i n g , and (a) sense of s u p e r i o r f o r c e f u l n e s s ... 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of a c i v i l i s a t i o n so much o l d e r than our own". Her 
modern h i s t o r y was a tragedy. The european scramble f o r t e r r i t o r y had 
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"done ... much to destroy european p r e s t i g e i n the E a s t " . Reynolds' 
Four modern statesmen (1944) i n c l u d e d the f i r s t biography of Chiang 
fo r use i n s c h o o l s ( c l e a r l y i n s p i r e d by the 1943 C a i r o conference) 
and p o r t r a y e d both Chiang and Sun i n a favourable l i g h t . Western 
p e n e t r a t i o n had been " f a r from p l e a s a n t " . Sun's i d e a s were "something 
to marvel over". The 1911 r e v o l u t i o n was d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l . The 
importance of communism was suggested, and d e t a i l s given of the red 
army, Chu Teh ( f i r s t schoolbook r e f e r e n c e ) , and the long march, "one 
of those episodes which g i v e one an i n c r e a s e d admiration f o r the 
s p i r i t of man". Chiang was p a r t i c u l a r l y favourably a s s e s s e d : 
"Thoroughly Chinese ... more the appearance of the s c h o l a r than the 
man of war ... q u i e t , soft-spoken ... a r e f l e c t i v e manner ... 
undoubtedly s i n c e r e ... h i s d i g n i t y and p e r s o n a l i m p e r t u r b a b i l i t y 
have something almost severe i n q u a l i t y " . The move to Chungking had 
been "a remarkable achievement", s i n c e when China had "grimly h e l d „ 41 on". 
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Other books on modern and contemporary events, l e s s o v e r t l y 
e n t h u s i a s t i c , but conveying nonetheless a favourable impression to 
secondary school c h i l d r e n , i n c l u d e d S p a u l l ' s The world s i n c e you were 
born (1935) which s t r e s s e d the c l e v e r n e s s of the people, her "very 
remarkable" l e a d e r Sun Yat-sen, and the importance of s o v i e t China, 
"about as l a r g e as Great B r i t a i n , but w i t h a much bigger 
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population"; Horrabin's 12-volume A t l a s h i s t o r y of the second g r e a t 
war (1940-5) which gave adequate d e t a i l of events i n China, 
emphasised t h a t t h e i r war began i n 1937, u n d e r l i n e d t h e i r s u f f e r i n g s 
and s a c r i f i c e s , and pointed to t h e i r " h e r o i c r e s i s t a n c e " , 
"indomitable courage", c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s , and " d e c i s i v e ( l y ) smashing" 
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of the japanese a s s a u l t on Chungking; and Chambers' Post 1914 
h i s t o r y (1949) which gave 12.25 pages to China, noted t h a t she 
d e c l a r e d war on Germany i n the f i r s t war (very r a r e ) p o r t r a y e d Sun as 
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"remarkable", and t r e a t e d i n d e t a i l the a n t i - j a p a n e s e war and the 
n a t i o n a l i s t and communist g u e r i l l a r e s i s t a n c e d e s p i t e t e r r i b l e 
l o s s e s . 
C l e a r l y , and whatever our p r e s e n t view of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 
a p p r a i s a l s , these v a r i o u s books were beginning to communicate to 
b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n a favourable and humanising view of China, her 
l e a d e r s and people s h a r p l y d i f f e r e n t i a t e d from the h o s t i l e or 
e t h e r e a l s t e r e o t y p e s found i n some e a r l i e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . Moreover, 
t h e i r coverage was more s u b s t a n t i a l and more f u l l y d e t a i l e d . But 
i n c r e a s i n g i n t e r e s t and sympathy i s found not only i n books on 
contemporary h i s t o r y . F i r t h ' s Pioneers i n r e l i g i o n and s c i e n c e (1932) 
conveyed understanding of Confucianism's c e n t r a l t e n e t s to the 
secondary c h i l d . F r a s e r ' s L i f e i n l a t e r days (1933) a d v i s e d j u n i o r s 
t h a t the Chinese "knew how to make f i r e and b e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g s (and) 
good roads ... They knew about gunpowder ... They used to burn c o a l 
... Many u s e f u l t h i n g s came from China to the c o u n t r i e s of Europe". 
45 
China was "the most wonderful land of a l l " . Underwood's From the 
r e n a i s s a n c e to the u n i t e d n a t i o n s (1934) showed secondary p u p i l s , 
w i t h examples such as the i n v e n t i o n of paper and p r i n t i n g , t h a t China 
not only enjoyed "the most a r t i s t i c c i v i l i s a t i o n and the l o n g e s t 
h i s t o r y i n the world", but was "always c e n t u r i e s ahead of Europe i n 
the a r t s and c r a f t s " , and i r o n i c a l l y commented on the suppression of 
the Boxers t h a t "to prove the s u p e r i o r c i v i l i s a t i o n of the West, the 
i m p e r i a l p a l a c e ... was l o o t e d and the c i t y given over to 
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p i l l a g e " . The f i r s t two volumes of T u r n b u l l ' s j u n i o r - l e v e l 
L i v i n g h i s t o r y (1937) a l s o conveyed an impression of i n t e r e s t i n 
China per s e . The f i r s t t r a c e d Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n back to pre-Shang 
times, p o r t r a y e d Confucius as a " g r e a t t e a c h e r " who p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n f l u e n c e d r u l e r s ' a t t i t u d e s to t h e i r s u b j e c t s , and r e p r e s e n t e d Han 
p e r i o d l i f e as "smooth and c i v i l i s e d " . There was a l s o a 12-page 
p l a y l e t on the Han. The second i n c l u d e d a s h o r t e r p l a y l e t on 
Marco Polo, i n which K u b l a i Khan was a d v i s e d , by sages, "We of the 
E a s t a re wise and cunning"; and "The men of the E a s t are the b r a v e s t 
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of the brave. When they f i g h t , they conquer"! S i m i l a r l y , West's 
Here, t h e r e and everywhere (c.1939) suggested to i n f a n t s t h a t the 
Chinese "long ago ... could read and w r i t e ... had f i n e houses, and 
gardens gay"; t h a t they invented s i l k , "one of the many good t h i n g s 
which other people l e a r n e d from China"; and a l l t h i s w h i l s t B r i t o n s 
" s t i l l wore s k i n s of animals ... and l i v e d i n caves and used rough 
48 
t o o l s " - one of the e a r l i e s t i n s t a n c e s of d i r e c t c o n t r a s t s 
favourable to China being drawn i n school-books. Other pre-war books 
conveying impressions of i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e d B u r r ' s 
Quest and conquest (1937) which s t r e s s e d the Chinese o r i g i n of two 
b a s i c human i n v e n t i o n s and gave r a r e e a r l y d e t a i l both of S t e i n ' s 
d i s c o v e r i e s a t Tun-huang and of the d i s c o v e r y of Peking man, " i n our 
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d i r e c t l i n e of a n c e s t r y " ; D a v i e s ' s The changing world, 1066-1689 
(1937) which e x p l a i n e d t h a t a l l t h r e e i n v e n t i o n s which helped end the 
middle ages came from China, and b e s i d e s the more commonly quoted 
d e t a i l s of K u b l a i Khan's China i t e m i s e d f o r the f i r s t time i n a 
schoolbook other f e a t u r e s i n c l u d i n g r o y a l corn d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
t r e e - l i n e d roads, and coal-mining. 
Perhaps of g r e a t e s t importance i n the pre-war y e a r s was 
M c A u l i f f e ' s Making of the modern world (1938) which i n c l u d e d two 
c h a p t e r s on China, "proud empire of the Sons of Heaven". T h i s 
s t r e s s e d the o r i g i n s of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n "almost from the 
beginning of h i s t o r y ... a powerful s t a t e when the E g y p t i a n s were 
** 
b u i l d i n g t h e i r pyramids"; a n a l y s e d Chinese philosophy, which "gave 
the Chinese a calm genius f o r compromise unknown to the West, 
and a u n i t y w i t h nature which ... found e x p r e s s i o n i n f i n e p a i n t i n g , 
These d e t a i l s have not been d i s c o v e r e d i n any e a r l i e r 
school-book. 
** 
Too k i n d to China. The f i r s t egyptian pyramid dates from 
4750 B.C., and t h r e e pyramids a t G i z a were b u i l t between 4700 
and 4550 B.C. 
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d e l i c a t e p o r c e l a i n , and f r a g i l e s c u l p t u r e " ; pointed to her d i s c o v e r y 
of p r i n t i n g and e x p l o s i v e s before Europe; r e p r e s e n t e d the great w a l l 
a s "a marvellous engineering f e a t " ; summed up the Ming p e r i o d as 
"a Chinese r e n a i s s a n c e comparable w i t h t h a t of Western Europe"; 
d e s c r i b e d the l o o t i n g of the summer p a l a c e as a " d i s g r a c e " ; i n s i s t e d 
t h a t "extremes of any k i n d are not i n keeping w i t h the Chinese 
t r a d i t i o n " ; noted the r i s e of red China; and made g e n e r a l comparisons 
50 
unfavourable to the West. 
The wartime and post-war decade saw the p u b l i c a t i o n of a f u r t h e r 
s u c c e s s i o n of schoolbooks c o n t a i n i n g i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l and g i v i n g an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y weighted and favourable p o r t r a y a l of e a r l i e r China to 
both primary and secondary age c h i l d r e n . 
Madeley's The f i n d s of man (1939) gave two pages on silk-making, 
d e s c r i b e d Chinese p o r c e l a i n as " f i n e r than anything you could get i n 
Europe . .. more b e a u t i f u l than anything people over here had seen 
s i n c e the days of the Greeks and Romans",^ 1 d e t a i l e d the spread of 
t e a - d r i n k i n g from China to I n d i a and England, and i n s t r u c t i v e l y asked 
p u p i l s to w r i t e about t h i n g s the E n g l i s h owed to China. 
The f i r s t book of Mainwaring's Man and h i s world; The e v o l u t i o n 
of the o l d world (1940) conveyed a h i g h l y favourable impression. 
T'ang c i v i l i s a t i o n was "one of the most t o l e r a n t and c u l t u r e d the 
world has ever known ... a wonderful c i v i l i s a t i o n and c u l t u r e , a 
d e l i g h t f u l a r t , a b e a u t i f u l s t y l e of poetry ... a freedom from 
w o r l d l y ambitions, an i n f i n i t e f r i e n d l i n e s s , and a love of nature's 
storehouse of beauty. Europe ... presented as y e t a s o r r y c o n t r a s t 
... a r i g i d c reed which demanded nothing but obedience .. . grim 
c a s t l e s " . Paper-making had spread from China to Europe, v i a the 
Arabs, i n t h a t p e r i o d . S i m i l a r comparisons were i m p l i c i t i n 
Mainwaring's r e f e r e n c e s to the Mongol p e r i o d . Hangchow was "one of 
the world's w o n d e r - c i t i e s " . Soochow boasted "the same v a s t population 
i n p r oportion to i t s s i z e , and the same developed c i v i l i s a t i o n " . The 
Chinese played " f l u t e s of jade and g u i t a r s of j a s p e r and scented 
wood, to which they sang songs ... which ... are b e a u t i f u l and 
d e l i g h t f u l l y modern i n thought", w h i l s t t h e i r t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n v e n t i o n s "were d e s t i n e d to a s t o n i s h Christendom". The r e s u l t s of 
Polo's sojourn were t h a t european merchants became a t t r a c t e d to 
China, a luxury trade w i t h Venice b u i l t up, and through t h a t Chinese 
technology f i l t e r e d i n t o Europe, r e v o l u t i o n i s i n g both warfare and 
s c h o l a r s h i p . 
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P u b l i s h e d the same y e a r , and of comparable s i g n i f i c a n c e , was 
Hanson's Man: an i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s t o r y . E a r l y China "contained 
m i l l i o n s of people whose l i v e s were as f a r removed from barbarism as 
those of the I t a l i a n s or Greeks". Her e a r l y development of 
a g r i c u l t u r e , i r r i g a t i o n , r e c l a m a t i o n , animal domestication, metals, 
w r i t i n g and paper were s t r e s s e d . Confucianism was analysed and 
equated i n importance w i t h Buddhism. The mandarinate and r e l a t e d 
s o c i a l system, Shih Huang-ti, the g r e a t w a l l , t rade w i t h Rome, and 
p e a c e f u l c u l t u r a l advance were a l l dwelt upon. The p e r i o d from Han to 
Ming was surveyed. Under the T'ang, c i v i l i s a t i o n had "reached i t s 
h e i g h t of e x c e l l e n c e " . Simultaneously, Europe was "as backward as 
China was p r o g r e s s i v e " . W h i l s t Europe fought, China enjoyed "profound 
peace". W h i l s t european a g r i c u l t u r e and i n d u s t r y were backward, the 
Chinese mastered i r r i g a t i o n , s i l k manufacture, gunpowder, p r i n t i n g , 
f i n e a r t s , l i t e r a t u r e and the compass. W h i l s t Europe p r a c t i s e d 
r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c u t i o n , China t o l e r a t e d I s l a m and C h r i s t i a n i t y . 
Moreover, Hanson d e t a i l e d not only Marco Polo's e x p l o i t s , but a l s o 
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Huang-tsang's t r a v e l s i n I n d i a . 
Unquestionably the most important author of s c h o o l h i s t o r y books 
during the war-time and e a r l y post-war y e a r s , however, c e r t a i n l y from 
the p o i n t of view of counterbalancing the ethno and e u r o c e n t r i s t 
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a t t i t u d e s s t i l l a l l too p r e v a l e n t , was Dance, e s p e c i a l l y i n h i s 
t r i l o g y Christendom and beyond: b r i t i s h and f o r e i g n h i s t o r y (1940-41) 
whose p r e f a c e c r i t i c i s e d " i n s u l a r i t y i n h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g " and claimed 
"the main theme, t h e r e f o r e , i s the h i s t o r y of the w o r l d " . ^ Book two, 
New Europe and the new world, contained 4 i pages on Ming and Manchu 
China, l i n k e d w i t h a s i m i l a r s e c t i o n on I n d i a , and o f f e r i n g 
i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l on China per se not p r e v i o u s l y p r i n t e d i n a 
b r i t i s h schoolbook. Ming China had been "very c i v i l i s e d " , w i t h a 
"strong government", a c a p i t a l "bigger than most c i t i e s of the West", 
and people t h i n k i n g themselves "the most c i v i l i s e d ... i n the 
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world". From Manchu times, K'ang-hsi's achievements i n the f i e l d of 
s c h o l a r s h i p and education were h i g h l i g h t e d . Book t h r e e , 
The modern world, t r a c e d events i n China from 1793 to 1937, and 
i n c l u d e d a Chinese cartoon d e p i c t i n g d i s t a s t e f o r t h i n g s european, an 
e x t r a c t from Ch'ien-lung's famous l e t t e r and a wry o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t 
"the B r i t i s h could never understand t h a t the Chinese looked upon them 
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as savages". Book one of the s e r i e s , The middle ages, proved 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t . I t s content on China was unambitious, no 
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more than the by then common enough token s k e t c h of Marco Polo, 
though e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y w r i t t e n and a s k i n g c h i l d r e n to c o n s i d e r 
"Why i s K u b l a i Khan considered to have been one of the g r e a t e s t 
r u l e r s of the middle ages?" and " I n what ways was China more 
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c i v i l i s e d than Europe i n the middle ages"? I n 1947, however, i t 
was r e i s s u e d w i t h a new t i t l e , Europe and the o l d world, and 
i n c l u d i n g a new 19-page supplement on medieval China and I n d i a , h a l f 
of which comprised a w e l l - d e t a i l e d v i g n e t t e of l i f e under the T'ang 
and Sung. That m a t e r i a l echoed the per se emphasis of the 
Ming-Manchu s e c t i o n i n volume two. The Han empire, teenagers read, 
had " l a s t e d q u i t e as long" and had been " q u i t e as important" as Rome. 
T'ang China was "the most h i g h l y c i v i l i s e d country i n the world". 
I t s e d u c a t i o n a l system was " r e a l l y f i n e " . I t s buddhist upsurge had 
i n s p i r e d not only the study of S a n s k r i t , but a l s o commercial and 
* 
i n d u s t r i a l p r o g r e s s . I t s g r e a t emperor T ' a i Tsung had i n s t i t u t e d a 
governmental system " f i n e r than any i n Europe f o r many c e n t u r i e s 
l a t e r " , encouraged commerce, encouraged f o r e i g n e r s , s y s t e m a t i s e d the 
law, and supported c i v i l e n gineering p r o j e c t s . T'ang c u l t u r e was 
s t r e s s e d by Dance, i n c l u d i n g a r e f e r e n c e to the Diamond S u t r a . The 
i n v e n t i o n of both block and moveable type p r i n t i n g was s p e c i f i c a l l y 
a t t r i b u t e d to China, and the use of books and encyclopaedias noted, 
some "bigger than any european books t i l l q u i t e r e c e n t times". T'ang 
a r t was d e s c r i b e d as " h i g h l y valued" world-wide, her p o r c e l a i n 
" e s p e c i a l l y famous", and her exports "bought a l l over A s i a , and even 
*** 
i n Europe". The b a t t l e of the r i v e r T a l a s was mentioned. I n 
d i s c u s s i n g the Sung, Dance again emphasised t r a d e , exports and 
m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y . Hangchow's s e a - w a l l s t r e t c h e d 180 m i l e s . Sung 
s h i p s were "the b i g g e s t i n the world". D e t a i l s were given of 
c a n a l - b u i l d i n g , a g r i c u l t u r e , education, s c i e n c e , p u b l i s h i n g and 
technology, w i t h the clockwork escapement, the b r e a s t s t r a p h a rness, 
wheelbarrows, suspension b r i d g e s and the compass a l l mentioned. Sung 
mathematicians " r e c e i v e d the most advanced mathematical t r a i n i n g 
anywhere". I n a d d i t i o n , d e t a i l s of i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y were 
o u t l i n e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y the v a r i e d reforms of Wang An-shih, p l u s l a t e r 
F i r s t account found i n a b r i t i s h schoolbook. 
** 
F i r s t r e f e r e n c e found i n a b r i t i s h schoolbook. 
*** 
F i r s t r e f e r e n c e found i n a b r i t i s h schoolbook. 
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developments such as housing schemes f o r the aged, f r e e medical c a r e 
and s t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d doctors and h o s p i t a l s . Dance concluded w i t h 
e x e r c i s e s f o r the p u p i l . I n c o n t r a s t to a l l p r e v i o u s textbooks, they 
were asked to comment on l i f e i n medieval China, e s p e c i a l l y what was 
uniquely 'Chinese'; draw maps of China and i n s e r t s p e c i f i e d d e t a i l ; 
map the journeys of Chinese t r a v e l l e r s ; make a comparative t i m e - c h a r t 
of Europe, I n d i a and China; w r i t e about v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n and i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y ; l i s t Chinese p u b l i c a t i o n s , 
i n v e n t i o n s and d i s c o v e r i e s ; copy Chinese a r t ; and v i s i t museums to 
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view Chinese a r t e f a c t s . 
T h i s , then, d i s p l a y e d and encouraged an i n t e r e s t i n Chinese 
h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n f o r i t s own sake i n a manner and to a degree 
h i t h e r t o unprecedented i n any textbook used i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s . 
Again, however, i t would be erroneous to o v e r - s t r e s s the s c a l e of 
developing i n t e r e s t i n China. Dance's t h r e e books gave, r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
2.12%, 1.65% and 1.06% of t h e i r contents to Chinese h i s t o r y . Even 
the improved 1947 v e r s i o n of volume one only allowed her 11.75 out of 
240 pages ( 4 . 8 9 % ) . Horrabin (1934) covered China i n only 5.65% of 
h i s a t l a s , and then only under the heading 'Japan and the F a r E a s t ' . 
Even i n 1938 only 12 pages (7.14%) were allowed. Various volumes of 
h i s world war a t l a s covered the Chinese p a r t of the war i n , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 0%, 0.43%, 9.13%, 4.05%, 1.29% and 3.12% of t h e i r 
pages. Happold allowed her seven pages (2.19%) as a g a i n s t 19 pages 
on the b r i t i s h p a r l i a m e n t . Books one and two of the Mainwaring 
t r i l o g y gave China s i x pages (2.22%) and 11.5 pages (3.29%) 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . S p a u l l spared 9.5 pages (4 . 2 4 % ) ; Theobald s i x (3.4 3 % ) ; 
F i r t h 3.25 (1 . 1 3 % ) ; Chambers 12.5 (4.48%); Underwood f i v e ( 1 . 4 6 % ) ; 
West s i x (6.12 % ) ; Burr nine ( 5 . 0 % ) ; Davies four (1.72%); Madeley 
thr e e ( 1 . 4 3 % ) . F r a s e r ' s p o r t r a i t of "the most wonderful land of a l l " 
ran to j u s t one page ( 0 . 6 9 % ) . Even M c A u l i f f e ' s c o r r e l a t e d survey of 
european, american and a s i a n h i s t o r y extended to only 11 pages 
(7.24%) on China; w h i l s t Hanson's h i g h l y favourable coverage occupied 
only 9.5 pages ( 3 . 8 6 % ) . Hampden Jackson's 36 pages represented but 
6.92% of h i s t e x t . 
The coverage of Chinese h i s t o r y and contemporary events i n these 
books was a c c e p t a b l e i n terms of a t t i t u d e : but i n q u a n t i t y i t was 
inadequate, and r i s k e d e s t a b l i s h i n g or r e i n f o r c i n g i n c h i l d r e n ' s 
minds a p e r c e p t i o n of China as of l i t t l e more than p e r i p h e r a l 
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s i g n i f i c a n c e to a world h i s t o r y almost t o t a l l y dominated by western 
peoples. 
Moreover, i t should be s t r e s s e d t h a t , both q u a l i t a t i v e l y and 
q u a n t i t a t i v e l y , the books c i t e d gave the most favourable treatment of 
China among the 213 considered from the y e a r s 1932 to 1949. A 
s u b s t a n t i a l number, d e s p i t e t i t l e s suggesting p o s s i b l y wider 
p e r s p e c t i v e s proved to be r e s t r i c t e d to b r i t i s h or european h i s t o r y 
and excluded China (and oft e n non-european c o u n t r i e s ) . S u r p r i s i n g l y , 
Dance's two-volume B r i t a i n i n world h i s t o r y (1932) B r i t a i n i n the 
modern world (1932) and, wi t h Maxton, The march of h i s t o r y (1937) 
f a i l e d to mention China. The l a t t e r claimed "a comprehensive survey 
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of h i s t o r y " , f o r secondary p u p i l s , but confined i t to B r i t a i n . 
China was omitted from a chapter on p r i n t i n g . Strong's Some famous 
statesmen (1933) d e a l t only w i t h Europeans, w h i l s t Today through 
y e s t e r d a y (4 volumes, 1936) surveyed governments i n v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s 
but excluded China. K e l l y ' s four-volume Mayflower h i s t o r i e s (1937) 
claimed to "cover i n o u t l i n e the whole course of h i s t o r y ... to the 
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p r e s e n t " , y e t was devoid of r e f e r e n c e to China. An end-map of the 
world l e f t a blank space e a s t of I n d i a . The four volumes d i d , 
however, g i v e a t t e n t i o n to a mish-mash of n a t i o n a l legend - Caradoc, 
Boudicca, King Arthur, Hengist and Horsa, Beowulf, Dick Whittington, 
the B l a c k P r i n c e , C a p t a i n Henry, and the Boar's Head C a r o l . The only 
** 
non-european matter was a chapter on the Great Mogul. F l a v e l l ' s 
The c i t i z e n and the modern world (1937) was almost e x c l u s i v e l y about 
B r i t a i n , w i t h 53 pages on e n g l i s h l o c a l government. Even a s e c t i o n 
on the Washington Conference f o r g o t China, and another on the League, 
w h i l s t d e t a i l i n g the gre c o - b u l g a r i a n d i s p u t e , omitted the japanese 
*** 
i n v a s i o n of Manchuria. Ambler and Coatman's Stream of time (1937) 
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sought t o convey "the wonder and f a s c i n a t i o n of h i s t o r y " , but 
* 
Even a f i f t h e d i t i o n i n 1948 ignored Japan's i n v a s i o n of China 
pre-war. 
** 
The c o n c e n t r a t i o n (undeclared) on B r i t a i n and Europe cannot have 
seemed unacceptable to t e a c h e r s . V o l s . 3 and 4 were r e i s s u e d 
f o r secondary schools i n 1939, "by request of many t e a c h e r s " . 
(Heroes of e a r l y times, 2nd-edn., 1939.3). 
*** 
There was s t i l l no mention of China i n a 1954 e d i t i o n . 
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concentrated s o l e l y on B r i t a i n . D a v i e s ' s two-volume Heritage of 
h i s t o r y (1937-8) was a l l b r i t i s h and c l a s s i c a l , w i t h nine pages on 
Romulus and Remus, s i x on Alexander the Great's horse, but none on 
E a s t A s i a . Chadwick's E v o l u t i o n of modern l i f e (1938) i n s i s t e d "an 
attempt has been made to e l i m i n a t e ... the ' n a t i o n a l ' element" i n 
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p u r s u i t of "a more comprehensive and understanding background" to 
the h i s t o r y of s c i e n c e and technology, but then concentrated on the 
achievements mainly of the B r i t i s h p l u s a few Europeans and 
Americans. No Chinese d i s c o v e r i e s were recognised, and a l i s t of 30 
' s i g n i f i c a n t events and dates i n world h i s t o r y ' i n c l u d e d none from 
o u t s i d e Europe and Egypt. M a s e f i e l d and Magraw's L a s t hundred y e a r s 
(1938) d e a l t s o l e l y w i t h B r i t a i n and Europe. I n a t i m e - c h a r t l i s t i n g 
main events i n 'other n a t i o n s ' , the only mention of China was the 
japanese a t t a c k s . I n t e r n a l developments were ignored. Borer's 
Mankind i n the making (1939) d e a l t w i t h human e v o l u t i o n (much 
a t t e n t i o n to Piltdown Man) and f o r g o t China. The Red I n d i a n s and 
Eskimos were t r a c e d back to Europe. Coverage of e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s 
i n c l u d e d Egypt, C r e t e , Greece and Rome, but not China or I n d i a . The 
f i r s t t h r e e volumes of Short's L i v i n g w i t h h i s t o r y (1939) were a l l 
on B r i t a i n , save f o r a note t h a t paper was a Chinese i n v e n t i o n 
( p r i n t i n g , he i m p l i e d , o r i g i n a t e d i n Europe). The f o u r t h , Man and 
h i s work (1947) omitted China from s e c t i o n s on r i v e r - v a l l e y 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s , the bronze and i r o n ages, the development of t o o l s and 
c r a f t s , t e x t i l e s , roads and c i t i e s . There were s i x c h a p t e r s on 
b r i t i s h technology. L a s t l y , P a t c h e t t and Rose's four-volume Modern 
school v i s u a l h i s t o r i e s (1947) i n a study of i n v e n t i o n s 
r e v o l u t i o n i s i n g medieval h i s t o r y f a i l e d to note t h a t a l l t h r e e came 
from China, and i m p l i e d p r i n t i n g and gunpowder to be e n g l i s h i n 
o r i g i n ; o b l i t e r a t e d E a s t A s i a from a world map; excluded Hong Kong 
from a Commonwealth map; and forgot China's p a r t i n both world wars -
only mentioning Japan i n r e s p e c t of a t t a c k s on the B r i t i s h and 
Americans. 
Other books completely e x c i s i n g China from the p a t t e r n of the 
p a s t i n c l u d e d the three-volume B e l l ' s modern school h i s t o r y s e r i e s 
(1932) save f o r a few l i n e s (on b r i t i s h trade) i n Somervell's volume 
* 
th r e e ; F r a s e r ' s L i f e i n e a r l y days (1932); Moyse-Bartlett' s H i s t o r y 
* 
V o l s . 1-2 excluded from the q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
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q u e s t i o n s and answers f o r school c e r t i f i c a t e (1939); Whitton's Deeds 
which should not pass away (1939); T i c k n e r ' s Anthology of modern 
h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n (1939) and Anthology of modern memoirs (1940); the 
multi-volume Adventures i n t o h i s t o r y s e r i e s (1941-2) save f o r one 
* 
p a t r o n i s i n g anecdote i n Daunt's volume two; Craddock's Two thousand 
y e a r s of pr o g r e s s (1945); Palmer's The Chinese box (1947); Greene's 
S t o r i e s of g r e a t deeds (1948) ; and the f i r s t t h r e e volumes of 
Wi l l i a m s ' Four freedoms h i s t o r i e s (1947-9). Perhaps the most d r a s t i c 
example i s found i n Jones' abridgement (1935) of Breasted's Ancient 
times: a h i s t o r y of the e a r l y world. F i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n the USA 
(1916) i t s only r e f e r e n c e to China was a footnote c o r r e c t l y p o i n t i n g 
out t h a t Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n was l a t e r than t h a t of Western A s i a or 
Egypt, as were h e r metal technology and w r i t t e n r e c o r d s . Jones' 
r e v i s i o n e r a s e d even t h a t . A new foreword drove home the 
e u r o c e n t r i s t message: "Western c i v i l i s a t i o n has been now f o r many 
c e n t u r i e s ... the dominating f o r c e i n the world ... by the p r o c e s s of 
h i s t o r y we have had t r a n s m i t t e d to us i n the West ( l i e s ) the b e s t 
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hope f o r the f u t u r e of mankind". 
Many other books gave some l i m i t e d a t t e n t i o n to China, but 
inadequate, m i s l e a d i n g , or i n some ca s e s s t i l l h o s t i l e . Smith's 
I n the beginning (1932) though s t r e s s i n g the "completely 
i n t e r r e l a t e d " f a b r i c of c i v i l i s a t i o n , made only p e r i p h e r a l r e f e r e n c e s 
to China, concentrated on Egypt i n chapt e r s on metal working, s o c i a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n and r e l i g i o n and i n s i s t e d t h a t c u l t u r e d i f f u s e d 
everywhere, i n c l u d i n g China, from Egypt, " p l a n t i n g i n China the germs 
of western c u l t u r e ... which provided the s t i m u l u s to the d i s t i n c t i v e 
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type of c i v i l i s a t i o n which we c h a r a c t e r i s e as Chinese". China took 
up 0.31% of the book. 
Mears's Makers of world h i s t o r y (1933-4) made no mention of any 
Chinese i n i t s t h r e e volumes and gave only 0.73% of i t s space to 
China. The f i r s t book's b r i e f survey of Chinese Buddhism ignored i t s 
c u l t u r a l e f f e c t . The second book's favourable impression of 13th 
V o l s . 1 and 3-7 excluded from q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
A s i m i l a r p e r s p e c t i v e i s seen i n G l o v e r ' s Penguin (1935) on 
The a n c i e n t world which gave only f i v e l i n e s (0.04%) to China. 
(Not i n c l u d e d i n q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s ) . 
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century China was counteracted by Mears's p r e f a c e : "Readers may 
n o t i c e the absence of the g r e a t a s i a t i c conquerors i n my l i s t of 
history-makers ... but having no t a s t e f o r pyramids of s k u l l s ( I ) 
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have p r e f e r r e d to look a t A s i a through the eyes of Marco Polo". 
S i m i l a r l y b i o g r a p h i c a l , Duncan's They made h i s t o r y (1940) i s 
r e v e a l i n g , s i n c e i t s o b j e c t i v e was to give i n f o r m a t i o n about "famous 
persons, as demanded by the compulsory q u e s t i o n i n the h i s t o r y papers 
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under the new l e a v i n g c e r t i f i c a t e r e g u l a t i o n s " . I t focused on 290 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s : 131 were B r i t i s h and only s i x non-Europeans, i n c l u d i n g 
Confucius ( t h r e e l i n e s ) and K u b l a i Khan (4.5 l i n e s ) . Much more 
s u b s t a n t i a l a t t e n t i o n was given, however, to such as Rhodes, Nurse 
C a v e l l and Newman: h i s hymn-writing enjoyed as much space as t h a t 
given to Confucius. ( S e v e r a l others - Cohen's The 19th century, a 
b i o g r a p h i c a l h i s t o r y , 1932; C e c i l ' s Anthology of modern biography, 
1936; W i l l i a m s ' S t o r i e s of g r e a t names, 1937; and Horniblow and 
S u l l i v a n ' s Mighty men and mighty deeds, 1940 - l i k e w i s e i m p l i e d to 
c h i l d r e n t h a t h i s t o r i c a l achievement, p a r t i c u l a r l y heroism, was a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c confined to B r i t a i n , Europe and the anglo-saxon 
w o r l d ) . 
Of more g e n e r a l h i s t o r i e s , Tenen's The a n c i e n t world (1936) made 
no r e f e r e n c e to China before page 259, when i t was admitted t h a t her 
"high degree of c i v i l i s a t i o n " had been excluded because i t "hardly 
a f f e c t e d our european c i v i l i s a t i o n i n i t s f i r s t s t a g e s " . Then, "now 
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( t h a t ) we are compelled to take n o t i c e of the Chinese", Tenen 
o f f e r e d secondary p u p i l s the f l i m s i e s t p o s s i b l e d e t a i l ( e i g h t l i n e s ) 
and then only because the empire' s s t r e n g t h had d r i v e n the Huns 
* 
westward. 
W i l l i a m s ' twin-volume Kingsway h i s t o r i e s (1936) ignored China 
save f o r a b r i e f note of Polo's v i s i t and one page on the japanese 
** 
i n v a s i o n of Manchuria - 0.16% i n t o t a l . 
Dance's World before B r i t a i n (1937) d e a l t almost e x c l u s i v e l y 
w i t h the Near E a s t , Greece and Rome, and gave only 3.75 pages 
The book was popular: i t was r e p r i n t e d t w i c e i n 1937 alone. 
** 
I t was r e p r i n t e d 14 times by 1951, when a new e d i t i o n ( s u b t i t l e d 
'England') came out. Even then, the coverage of China had not 
i n c r e a s e d save f o r an amended d e s c r i p t i o n ( a l r e a d y obsolete) of 
Chiang as "a new m i l i t a r y l e a d e r of g r e a t a b i l i t y " 
(1951,v.2.,373). There was no mention of Mao or the communist 
takeover. 
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(1.54%) to China, and then only on the l i f e , i d e a s and analogues of 
* 
Confucius. 
H i l l ' s The new approach: I n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s t o r y (1937) was 
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"designed as a balanced i n t r o d u c t i o n " to h i s t o r y f o r j u n i o r s , but 
gave China only two l i n e s coverage (0.05%) and excluded her h i s t o r y 
from cha p t e r s on ' E a r l y drawing and w r i t i n g ' , 'The h i s t o r y of war', 
'measuring time and counting', and 'The h i s t o r y of education'. 
Kirkman's three-volume H i s t o r y highway (1938) was claimed to 
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cover "the whole ground of world and b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . I t s c h a p t e r s 
comprised ' J u l i u s Caesar and the B r i t o n s ' ; 'Romans i n B r i t a i n ' ; 'The 
roman empire'; 'Famous men' (Arthur, Augustine and Aidan); 'Great 
Kings' (Charlemagne and A l f r e d ) ; '1066'; ' E n g l i s h l i f e i n the time of 
R i c h a r d the L i o n - h e a r t ' (two c h a p t e r s ) ; 'King John'; 'S. F r a n c i s , 
Marco Polo'; ' E n g l i s h , Welsh and S c o t s ' ; ' E n g l i s h and French a t war 1; 
'Black Death'; ' E n g l i s h and French a t war a g a i n ' . The f i r s t two 
volumes t o t a l l y ignored China - and a l l other p a r t s of the 
non-european world. The t h i r d only r e c o g n i s e d her (two pages) i n the 
u s u a l chapter on Marco Polo. 
Davies' four-volume Heritage h i s t o r y (1937-8) was s t r a n g e l y 
i n c o n s i s t e n t . As noted e a r l i e r , the f i r s t two volumes f a i l e d to 
mention China: the t h i r d gave a favourable treatment. The f o u r t h , 
The modern world, 1689 to the p r e s e n t , spared China only 1.75 of i t s 
248 pages ( 0 . 7 1 % ) . A survey of events pre-1860 brought out l i t t l e 
save t h a t the Chinese i l l - t r e a t e d Europeans. Other coverage was 
r e l a t e d to the r i s e of Japan, which had conformed to european 
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c r i t e r i a by becoming "a g r e a t f o r c e " and thus merited a chapter. 
Even then, t h e r e was no mention of the s i n o - j a p a n e s e war of 1894-5; 
the 1911 r e v o l u t i o n ; or the i n v a s i o n of Manchuria. Moreover, though 
the beginning of the c u r r e n t c r i s i s i n 1937 was noted, no blame was 
a t t r i b u t e d to Japan. 
Madeley's four-volume H i s t o r y i n the making (1939-40) was no 
l e s s ambivalent. As noted e a r l i e r , w h i l s t favourable treatment of 
China may be found i n the second volume, she was t o t a l l y excluded 
from the f i r s t and f o u r t h . The t h i r d , The s e r v a n t s of man, o s t e n s i b l y 
a h i s t o r y of t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievement, concentrated almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y on B r i t a i n . 
* 
I t ran to 17 impressions by the 1960s. I n 1965 a much-changed 
second e d i t i o n came out. (See i n f r a , p. 200). 
188 
Boog-Watson's The middle ages (1940) saw t h a t p e r i o d l a r g e l y i n 
terms of B r i t a i n , p l u s b r i e f r e f e r e n c e to China i n the Marco Polo 
chapter, and some treatment of Charlemagne, Joan of Arc and 
W i l l i a m T e l l . A l l t h r e e enjoyed t w i c e as much a t t e n t i o n as medieval 
China. 
Mowat and K e l l y ' s E a r l y modern age (1940) again d e a l t mainly 
w i t h B r i t a i n and Europe, s p a r i n g only s i x l i n e s (0.05%) f o r the 
Chinese i n v e n t i o n of paper and the compass (not p r i n t i n g ) and 
Marco Polo's v i s i t . China was shown on end-page maps, but t h e i r 
purpose was to show the development of european empires. I n the same 
s e r i e s , Recent times (1942) s t r e t c h e d to one page on China, but under 
'The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of Japan', "A power of f i r s t - r a t e importance". No 
d e t a i l of s i g n i f i c a n c e on China per se was o f f e r e d , and though 1911, 
Sun, and 1931 were mentioned en p a s s a n t , the 1937 i n v a s i o n was 
ignored, and the war's o r i g i n s p o r t r a y e d as s o l e l y european. P u p i l s 
were asked to "say i n a sentence ( s i c ) what change took p l a c e i n 
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China during the 19th. and 20th. c e n t u r i e s " . 
B a t ten's B r i t i s h empire and the modern world (1941) was e q u a l l y 
r e v e a l i n g , f o r w h i l s t 2.75 pages (1.23%) were given to China, i t was 
s o l e l y i n the context of e x t e r n a l p r e s s u r e . Batten's a t t i t u d e s were 
not unfavourable, d e s c r i b i n g the opium war as "not a t a l l c r e d i t a b l e " 
and c r i t i c i s i n g Japan's a t t a c k on Manchuria, " p a r t of the Chinese 
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empire". The weaknesses were i n omission r a t h e r than commission. 
Chiang was noted because of h i s involvement i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r i s i s : 
Sun and the communist p a r t y excluded because of t h e i r concern w i t h 
domestic a f f a i r s . 
C a r t e r ' s Man's s o c i a l s t o r y (c.1945) s t r e t c h e d to two pages on 
** 
China, but d e s p i t e maintaining t h a t her c i v i l i s a t i o n was " q u i t e as 
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o l d as Egypt", and t h a t she had been s u c c e s s f u l i n t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n n o v a t i o n s , C a r t e r gave secondary p u p i l s a stereotyped image -
c h o p s t i c k s , t e a , e x o t i c foods and manure. 
W o l s t e n c r a f t ' s two-volume Our h i s t o r i c a l h e r i t a g e (1947-50) 
e x p l i c i t l y concentrated on B r i t a i n , but claimed to introduce "the 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s of the a n c i e n t world and ... more important movements 
* 
V i r t u a l l y no books of the p e r i o d brought out t h i s p o i n t . 
** 
I n c o r r e c t l y . 
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and p e r s o n a l i t i e s of subsequent world h i s t o r y " . Nonetheless, of 563 
pages, only e i g h t l i n e s (0.03%) were given to China. 
E q u a l l y d i s t o r t e d images of China's h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e were 
suggested by B e l l i s ' s Caveman to c i t i z e n (1947) and F i f t y famous 
y e a r s (1948). The former, o s t e n s i b l y a survey of human c i v i l i s a t i o n , 
covered China's segment i n only four l i n e s (0.05%) and omitted her 
from cha p t e r s on a g r i c u l t u r a l methods, metals, road-making, 
t r a n s p o r t , t e x t i l e s , p r i n t i n g ( s t a t i n g t h a t i t was invented i n 
Germany) w r i t i n g and l i b r a r i e s , education, music and instruments, 
medicine, and government. The l a t t e r gave 2.5 pages to the F a r E a s t , 
but l e s s than h a l f of t h a t d e a l t w i t h China. Of Japan, the 
e u r o c e n t r i s t approbation was advanced t h a t " u n l i k e the Chinese (they) 
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welcomed the widening of t h e i r h o r i z o n " . 
Only m a r g i n a l l y more a c c e p t a b l e was book one of Cumberledge's 
World h i s t o r y i n p i c t u r e and s t o r y (1949) which summarised China's 
world c o n t r i b u t i o n up to the 15th. century i n 1.19% of the t e x t , 
f a i l e d to mention any of her t e c h n o l o g i c a l or high c u l t u r a l 
achievement save f o r the b u i l d i n g of the g r e a t w a l l to p r o t e c t the 
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"honest, hard-working Chinese", when r e f e r r i n g to the Polos gave 
v i r t u a l l y no d e t a i l on China, and on a map wrongly l o c a t e d the 
** 
Yangtse r i v e r i n the south-west. 
Book four of W i l l i a m s ' Four freedoms h i s t o r i e s (1949) d i d l i t t l e 
t o r e c t i f y the blankness of e a r l i e r volumes. The only d e t a i l on China 
was h a l f a page p o i n t i n g to her u n s u i t a b i l i t y f o r c o l o n i s a t i o n , and a 
few l i n e s implying t h a t Manchuria had not been p a r t of China - 0.19% 
i n a l l . The t h i r d volume of Mainwaring's Man and h i s world (1949) 
f a i l e d to maintain the more favourable treatment of the e a r l i e r 
books, g i v i n g only two pages (0.57%) to China, mostly i n a 
s u b s t a n t i a l study of Japan i n which he argued t h a t China could have 
been developed ( s i c ) "through the f r i e n d l y cooperation of other 
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powers", e s p e c i a l l y B r i t a i n . E x p l o i t a t i o n and h y p o - c o l o n i s a t i o n 
were overlooked. Moreover, though the japanese a t t a c k s i n the 1930s 
were noted, and the 1911 r e v o l u t i o n , t h e r e was no coverage of Sun, 
Vol.2 i n c l u d e d i n q u a n t i t a t i v e count f o r the p e r i o d 1950-71. 
** 
L a t e r i n the s e r i e s (1953) book four i n c l u d e d some d e t a i l on 
e a r l y China. 
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Chiang, the Kuomintang, the r i s e of communism, or the r e s i s t a n c e of 
Japan. The gaps would have p u z z l e d any c h i l d reading the newspapers 
during t h a t y e a r . 
A p a r t i c u l a r l y important s e r i e s of textbooks p u b l i s h e d during 
the 1930s and 1940s was Ginn's H i s t o r y secondary s e r i e s under the 
e d i t o r s h i p of C . B . F i r t h , and s e v e r a l o f f e r good examples of 
imbalance. The books were l a r g e l y d i r e c t e d a t the development of 
B r i t a i n , but supposedly s e t i n a more u n i v e r s a l p e r s p e c t i v e of 
european and world a f f a i r s . That a s p i r a t i o n was not r e a l i s e d . 
Latham's F l i n t s to p r i n t i n g (1936) f o r i n s t a n c e , gave only 0.58% of 
i t s pages to China, p r i m a r i l y b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s to Mongol China 
( i n c l u d i n g the f i r s t b r i t i s h schoolbook r e f e r e n c e to P e g o l e t t i ) and 
the medieval s i l k t r a d e . D e s p i t e the t i t l e , none of the major Chinese 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l d i s c o v e r i e s were mentioned. From the same s e r i e s , 
Waterloo to George 6th. f a i l e d to mention the opium war, Hong Kong, 
the Boxers or the s i g n i f i c a n c e of Chinese t e r r i t o r i e s a f t e r the g r e a t 
war. There was no suggestion t h a t the Washington t r e a t i e s r e l a t e d to 
China; China was not mentioned i n a note on the japanese conquest of 
Manchuria; and she was excluded from a f r o n t i s p i e c e map of the modern 
world supposedly r e p r e s e n t i n g the b r i t i s h empire but naming a l l other 
major s t a t e s . There were, however, f i v e l i n e s on Chinese p i r a t e s . 
Again, The road to modern Europe (1949) f a i l e d to s t a t e t h a t the 
manchurian c r i s i s was followed by a g r e a t e r i n v a s i o n i n 1937 which 
u l t i m a t e l y caused Japan's involvement i n war a g a i n s t the West. I n 
Napoleon to H i t l e r (1946) F i r t h observed t h a t Europeans knew l i t t l e 
of the Chinese, seemingly "odd people who wore p i g t a i l s " ; and 
understood n e i t h e r the " d i g n i t y and s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y of the c o u r t " 
and i t s " f e e l i n g ... of s u p e r i o r i t y over surrounding c o u n t r i e s who 
f o r c e n t u r i e s had looked to China as s u z e r a i n and as l e a d e r i n 
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c i v i l i s a t i o n " , nor "the Chinese sense of a r t i n everyday l i f e " . She 
then proceeded to apportion China only two of 436 pages on modern 
h i s t o r y ( 0 . 5 2 % ) ; omitted a l l d e t a i l on her i n t e r n a l development; 
ignored her r e v o l u t i o n and n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s ; and t r e a t e d the japanese 
a t t a c k s i n only two l i n e s . By c o n t r a s t , she gave a twelve-page 
n a r r a t i v e l e a d i n g up to H i t l e r ' s a t t a c k on Poland. The e u r o c e n t r i s t 
impact on young people i s e v i d e n t . 
S e v e r a l books d e a l i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h t r a v e l and d i s c o v e r y 
have a l s o been analysed. Power's B r i t a i n and the world; 20 c e n t u r i e s 
of t r a v e l (1933) i n c l u d e d an account of Marco Polo but t o l d j u n i o r 
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c h i l d r e n almost nothing about China except i t s trade w i t h Europe. 
C o l l i n s o n ' s E x p l o r a t i o n and adventure (1934) only r e f e r r e d to China 
on one page of a five-page account of Polos v i s i t . Boog-Watson and 
C a r r u t h e r s ' Beyond the sunset (1934) s i m i l a r l y covered China i n only 
1.5 pages of a nine-page s e c t i o n on the Polos; w h i l s t t h e i r 
West of the moon (1938) s a i d l i t t l e of China other than a few l i n e s 
on Hue's journey through Kansu. None showed any awareness of or 
i n t e r e s t i n the g r e a t Chinese t r a v e l l e r s from Han to Ming times: the 
world was d i s c o v e r e d by Europeans. 
Books of t i m e - c h a r t s and maps have a l s o been found wanting. 
Wheatons's P i c t o r i a l t i m e - c h a r t of world h i s t o r y (1934) i n c l u d e d only 
four r e f e r e n c e s to China (of 94 items) and, w h i l s t mentioning Buddha, 
* 
J e s u s , Mohammed and Moses, for g o t Confucius. P h i l i p s ' Primary 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1933) "prepared under the d i r e c t i o n of the 
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H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n " , and w i t h the h e l p of Dance, contained 18 
maps of Europe, e i g h t of B r i t a i n , t h r e e of I n d i a and two each of the 
Near E a s t , America and A f r i c a . 'The a n c i e n t E a s t ' reached only to 
P e r s i a . China was shown i n sketchy d e t a i l on f i v e world maps and one 
of european domination i n A s i a . There was no map of E a s t A s i a per s e . 
Rennard's A t l a s of b r i t i s h and world h i s t o r y (1934) showed 
'The a n c i e n t empires of the E a s t ' extending only to I n d i a ( i t s e l f 
e x c l u d e d ) . China was shown on maps of the mongol empire and Europe i n 
A s i a and, l a c k i n g d e t a i l , on four world maps. One i n c l u d e d B r i t a i n 
t w i c e , w h i l s t apparently e x c l u d i n g Manchuria from 'The P a c i f i c 
problem'. There was no map of China per se. There were, however, 
d e t a i l e d maps of Pho e n i c i a n c o l o n i e s , P a u l ' s journeys, roman, saxon 
and d a n i s h B r i t a i n , the angevin empire, C e l t i c c o u n t r i e s i n the 
13th. century, medieval t r a d e (european), p u r i t a n England, 
Marlborough's campaigns, Bismarck's f o r e i g n p o l i c y and european n a v a l 
** 
b a t t l e s . Brown and Coysh's Map approach to modern h i s t o r y (1935) 
gave four maps to China: a l l i n a context of g r e a t power r i v a l r y 
t h e r e . Muir and P h i l i p s ' A t l a s of a n c i e n t and c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y 
* 
Not i n c l u d e d i n q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
* * 
That was the 13th. e d i t i o n . I t ran to 39 impressions by 1951, 
some i n d i c a t i o n of p o p u l a r i t y . By then, the only s u b s t a n t i v e 
change was two new maps of I n d i a . There was no change v i s - a - v i s 
China, and no suggestion of any developments t h e r e s i n c e 1934. 
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(1938) i n c l u d e d only a map of Han China on a l a r g e r s t a g e . R i c h a r d s , 
Goodson and M o r r i s ' s Sketch-map h i s t o r y of the g r e a t war and a f t e r 
(1938) i n c l u d e d China on only one f u l l - p a g e map ( i l l u s t r a t i n g the 
r i s e of Japan) and two i n s e r t s , one s i g n i f i c a n t l y e x c l u d i n g 
Manchuria, J e h o l and Chahar. P e r r y ' s Sketch-maps i n modern 
h i s t o r y (1948) contained f i v e maps of B r i t a i n , 20 of Europe but none 
of China. A few Chinese d e t a i l s were shown on a map of E a s t A s i a , but 
only those r e l e v a n t to western involvement. The accompanying t e x t 
began i n 1786 w i t h b r i t i s h c o n t r o l of the China Route, and ended i n 
1941, w i t h japanese c o n t r o l of the north. The s i x a t l a s e s gave, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , approximately 2.68%. 1.79%, 6.78%, 1.25%, 1.84%, and 
1.18% of t h e i r pages to China. 
F i n a l l y , books s p e c i f i c a l l y f o c u s i n g on contemporary world 
a f f a i r s , but e i t h e r f a i l i n g to understand or to l a y s u f f i c i e n t 
emphasis upon events i n China, have been s c r u t i n i s e d . Knapp-Fisher' s 
The modern world (1933) d e s p i t e a few favourable Chinese d e t a i l s , 
noted of the Japanese i n Manchuria: "There was every reason why 
Japanese ... should b r i n g western ways ( s i c ) to Manchuria ... I t 
seems not u n j u s t f o r Japan to c o n t r o l Manchukuo ... Japan has got 
ahead of China i n the march of c i v i l i s a t i o n ... China has not y e t 
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r e a l l y been able to take up w i t h western ways". Hearnshaw, i n 
Prelude to 1937 (1937) c h a r a c t e r i s e d the 1931 c r i s i s as " c a r d i n a l i n 
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the h i s t o r y of mankind", but gave i t only 1.81% of h i s book, and 
made l i t t l e mention of China h e r s e l f . K i n g - H a l l ' s The world s i n c e the 
war (1937) devoted only 1.79% to China, i n c l u d i n g one l i n e on 
Chiang Kai-shek. Beggs and Humphreys' I n t e r m i s s i o n 1919-39 (1941) ran 
to four pages (3.92%) on Japan's a t t a c k s on China, l e a d i n g to "a 
tremendous tragedy, on a much bigger s c a l e even than the war i n 
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Europe", but v i r t u a l l y nothing on China h e r s e l f . Stembridge's 
Oxford war a t l a s : T h e f i r s t two y e a r s (1941) spared only 1.59% f o r 
events i n China (wrongly dated from 1932) . Western a s s i s t a n c e was 
emphasised: t h e r e was no r e f e r e n c e to Chinese r e s i s t a n c e or 
l e a d e r s h i p . A l i s t of major war events omitted a l l events i n China, 
and another of the 15 main t h e a t r e s of war ignored the Chinese 
s t r u g g l e and i t s s i x m i l l i o n m i l i t a r y c a s u a l t i e s b e f o r e 1941: the 
e u r o c e n t r i s t astigmatism embraces even momentous t r a g e d i e s i n i t s 
ignorance. 
The most d i s t u r b i n g treatment, however, has been found i n 
Somervell's Between the wars (1948). Only 14 pages (the l a s t chapter) 
d e a l t w i t h E a s t A s i a , f o r which "but l i t t l e space remains", and only 
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four of those (1.83%) covered China. Her 1911 c o n s t i t u t i o n was 
"enormous and ... absurd". Sun Yat-sen had proved " i m p r a c t i c a b l e and 
d i s a s t r o u s " . Independence from western c o n t r o l had not been 
b e n e f i c i a l : I n d i a ' s p opulation had grown under b r i t i s h 'tyranny', 
w h i l s t i n independent China "the po p u l a t i o n ... was being reduced 
w i t h equal r a p i d i t y " . Japanese p o l i c i e s i n China were viewed through 
japanese eyes. They d i f f e r e d l i t t l e from b r i t i s h p o l i c i e s i n I n d i a : 
"why should not the Japanese do the same w i t h an i n c o r r i g i b l y 
d i s o r g a n i s e d and a n a r c h i c a l China"? Of the japanese a t t a c k s on China 
and the subsequent war no c r i t i c i s m was o f f e r e d . Japanese a c t i o n s had 
been " c r a d l e d i n t r e a c h e r y " - but Somervell was r e f e r r i n g , not to 
85* 
a t t a c k s on the mainland, but to P e a r l Harbour. 
C. C o n c l u s i o n s 
A n a l y s i s has been attempted of 324 school h i s t o r y books 
pu b l i s h e d between 1875 and 1949, s e l e c t e d from approximately 2,000 on 
grounds t h a t , prima f a c i e , t h e i r t i t l e s suggested the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
e x t r a - n a t i o n a l or extra-european content; and t h e i r treatment of 
Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n recorded. Some q u a l i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s 
has been essayed, and r e c u r r e n t examples of d i s t o r t e d , p a t r o n i s i n g or 
h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e s detected i n every decade. More emphasis has been 
l a i d on a q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s , however. From t h a t i t i s apparent 
t h a t the m i n i s c u l e number of pages or even l i n e s t h a t authors were 
prepared to apportion to China c o n s t i t u t e d a p e r s i s t e n t problem 
throughout the p e r i o d and represented a s e r i o u s impairment to 
c h i l d r e n ' s development of balanced w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l understandings. 
The 324 books continued 67,549 pages, an average of 208.48. The 
t o t a l number of pages given to China was 520.47, an average of 1.60. 
The average percentage on China was 0.81%. No r e f e r e n c e whatsoever 
was made t o China i n 177 books, 54.62% of the t o t a l . 
Moreover, when the two sub-periods 1875-1931 and 1932-1949 
are separated, s m a l l improvement i s d i s c e r n i b l e i n the l a t t e r y e a r s , 
* 
Somervell's a t t i t u d e was f u r t h e r r e v e a l e d i n B r i t i s h empire and 
commonwealth,4th. edn., 1954 (1930) which gave only 0.68% of 
space to b r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m i n China and f a i l e d t o mention the 
Hong Kong Chinese other than "grave problems of housing and 
p u b l i c hygiene".(p.292) 
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d e s p i t e two i n v a s i o n s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l c r i s i s , l a r g e - s c a l e w a r f a r e , 
a l l i a n c e w i t h the western democracies, ongoing c i v i l war and the r i s e 
of communism i n China. From the y e a r s 1875-1931, 111 books have been 
s t u d i e d , t o t a l l i n g 26,853 pages, an average of 241.92. The t o t a l 
number of pages on China was 144.15, an average of 1.30, or 0.52%. No 
r e f e r e n c e to China was made i n 59, or 53.15%. From 1932-49, 213 books 
have been s t u d i e d , t o t a l l i n g 40,696 pages, an average of 191.06. The 
t o t a l number of pages on China was 376.32, an average of 1.77. The 
average percentage given to China i n c r e a s e d , but only from 0.52% to 
0.96%. No r e f e r e n c e to China was made i n 118 of 213 books, or 55.4%, 
r e p r e s e n t i n g a d e t e r i o r a t i o n a g a i n s t the e a r l i e r sub-period. 
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Chapter S i x : Q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s of school h i s t o r y books p u b l i s h e d 
between 1950 and 1983. 
A. 1950-1971 
As w i t h the f i r s t two sub-periods, the t h i r d saw the p u b l i c a t i o n 
of numerous schoolbooks d i s p l a y i n g a benevolent a t t i t u d e t o , or 
i n t e r e s t i n , s p e c i f i c or g e n e r a l a s p e c t s of Chinese h i s t o r y and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
One t o p i c i n c r e a s i n g l y f avourably t r e a t e d was Marco Polo's 
v i s i t , w i t h use of a more o r i g i n a l spread of d e t a i l and g r e a t e r 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon the Chinese p a r t of the journey. S e v e r a l examples 
have been found. G a r n e t t ' s E x p l o r i n g the world (1953) i n c l u d e d 16 
pages of o b j e c t i v e d e s c r i p t i o n s of Chinese l u x u r i e s and t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n n o v a t i o n s , the grand c a n a l , and f o r e i g n t r a d e . Chinese junks were 
" l a r g e r than the s h i p s of Europe ... (and) more comfortable".''" Ten 
p i c t u r e s i n c l u d e d one of the a n c i e n t Peking u n i v e r s i t y . China was 
prominently d e t a i l e d on a world map, and there were o t h e r s of the 
grand c a n a l , the China s e a and the Yangtse ( s t r e s s i n g i t s s i z e as 
a g a i n s t the Thames). Much of G a r n e t t ' s d e t a i l , and t h a t contained i n 
K i r t l e y ' s D i s c o v e r e r s of the world (1951) had not p r e v i o u s l y been put 
before c h i l d r e n i n B r i t a i n . L e s s was given i n Horniblow and 
S u l l i v a n ' s Kings and queens, k n i g h t s , s a i n t s and heroes (1950). 
Nonetheless i t a d v i s e d young c h i l d r e n t h a t "the Chinese were ... 
h i g h l y c i v i l i s e d ... hundreds of y e a r s before the roman empire ... 
and when the people l i v i n g i n B r i t a i n were very u n c i v i l i s e d . 
C o nfucius, one of the g r e a t r e l i g i o u s t e a c h e r s of China, l i v e d 600 
y e a r s before the b i r t h of J e s u s " . Marco Polo was "astounded" by 
China's magnificence: "He had never dreamt t h a t k i n g s and p r i n c e s 
could l i v e i n such l u x u r y " . The Chinese empire was "the most 
2* 
wonderful i n the world". A s i m i l a r l y favourable i m p r e s s i o n was 
conveyed i n Hitchcock's Great people through the ages (1954) which 
s t r e s s e d a s p e c t s of Chinese technology "unknown i n Europe a t t h a t 
3 
time". 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , but f r e q u e n t l y u s i n g evidence from Polo's T r a v e l s , 
o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s to China are found i n a number of books on 
s p e c i f i c h i s t o r i c a l t o p i c s . Three volumes of Longman's Man's h e r i t a g e 
* The authors used "wonderful" 12 times, and " g r e a t " or " g r e a t e s t " 
15 times, i n 4 pages. 
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s e r i e s o f f e r u s e f u l examples. Dance's Trading and t r a v e l l i n g (1951) 
noted t h a t a f t e r the f a l l of Rome Europe "was not a t a l l the most 
c i v i l i s e d p a r t of the world" and d e s c r i b e d Chinese roads, 
"wonderfully s t r a i g h t and broad, w i t h comfortable i n n s every few 
4 
m i l e s " , s u p e r i o r to "the poor ones" i n Europe. Dobson's C l o t h i n g and 
costume (1954) gave i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l of Chinese f a b r i c s , 
5 
" b e a u t i f u l l y embroidered" m o t i f s , h a i r s t y l e s , ceremonial d r e s s , 
dyes, s i l k - t e c h n o l o g y , t r a d i t i o n s of modesty, and bab y - c a r r y i n g 
techniques. Madeley's Homes and homemaking (1954) drew c h i l d r e n ' s 
a t t e n t i o n to Chinese p o r c e l a i n , " f a r w h i t e r than anything made i n the 
West", l a c q u e r s , w a l l p a p e r s , gardens, s i l k t r a d e , "one of the most 
famous t r a d e routes of the world", and i n p a r t i c u l a r to China's 
s t y l i s t i c i n f l u e n c e upon the West, her wallpaper, f o r example, 
" c a u s ( i n g ) a s e n s a t i o n " . 
A second s e r i e s i n which fragmentary d e t a i l of i n t e r e s t on 
s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s of China's development was introduced was 
Methuen's O u t l i n e s . Trew's The horse through the ages (1953) noted 
the Chinese i n v e n t i o n of the b i t , b r i d l e and saddle and e a r l y 
development of e q u e s t r i a n s k i l l s . C a l d e r ' s Story of n u r s i n g (1954) 
7 
s t r e s s e d "the high l e v e l which Chinese medicine had a t t a i n e d " i n 
a n c i e n t times and mentioned Chinese medical l i t e r a t u r e and p r e v e n t i v e 
medicine. Hobley's E x p l o r i n g the P a c i f i c (1957) noted p o s s i b l e e a r l y 
Chinese c o n t a c t s w i t h America and sketched her european l i n k s to the 
g 
seventh century. Haggar's P o t t e r y through the ages (1959) gave 
p a r t i c u l a r l y favourable d e t a i l on Chinese p o t t e r y . Her craftsmen were 
"pre-eminent i n the a r t " , a c h i e v i n g an " u l t i m a t e and absolute 
mastery" which enshrined the n a t i o n a l t r a d i t i o n s and c h a r a c t e r . The 
d i s c o v e r y of the p o t t e r ' s wheel and k a o l i n were noted, the v a r i o u s 
types of Chinese p o r c e l a i n , and european reverence f o r i t s beauty. 
T'ang-Sung p o r c e l a i n was " a k i n to a r c h i t e c t u r e ... i n no other p e r i o d 
or country were pots of such m a j e s t i c beauty produced". The Ming 
p e r i o d resembled the i t a l i a n r e n a i s s a n c e , "the same v i t a l i t y and ... 
d e l i g h t i n d i s p l a y and b u i l d i n g ... maximum refinement and beauty". 
Under the Manchu, " s u p e r l a t i v e p o r c e l a i n i n every s t y l e was made i n 
9 
q u a n t i t y ... Chinese standards became the i d e a l of Western Europe". 
Much more important to w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l t e a c h i n g , however, was 
Hobley's E a r l y e x p l o r e r s to A.D. 1500 (1954). F or the f i r s t time i n 
b r i t i s h schoolbooks, Chinese e x p l o r a t i o n was t r e a t e d i n i t s own 
r i g h t , w i t h e f f e c t i v e use of contemporary evidence. T h i s i n c l u d e d 
s u b s t a n t i a l d e t a i l on Huang-tsang' s journeys i n I n d i a and I - c h i n g ' s 
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sea voyage. C h i l d r e n were informed t h a t under the T'ang "China ... 
was i n the f o r e f r o n t of e x p l o r a t i o n and t r a v e l ... the dark ages i n 
Europe were a time of enlightenment i n the F a r E a s t " . I n a d d i t i o n , 
d e t a i l was i n c l u d e d on western v i s i t o r s to China, not only Polo's 
sojourn (a h i g h l y favourable v i g n e t t e , w i t h l i b e r a l q uotation from 
Polo's own account) but o t h e r s i n c l u d i n g Romans - "the Chinese 
regarded ( t h e i r ) g i f t s as t r i b u t e " - Arabs and Pordenone . 1 0 The book 
thus c o n s t i t u t e d a s i g n i f i c a n t advance i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
* 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s to b r i t i s h school c h i l d r e n . 
F u r t h e r awareness of the s i g n i f i c a n c e of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n 
was shown i n a number of books d e a l i n g w i t h e a r l i e r h i s t o r y . D a v i e s ' s 
O u t l i n e h i s t o r y of the world (3rd.ed.,1954) i n c l u d e d i n t e r e s t i n g 
d e t a i l on e a r l y Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n (seen as autochthonous) 
s t r e s s i n g t h a t i t was "most d e c i d e l y o r g a n i s e d f o r peace ... China i s 
the one country ... where i t i s considered d i s g r a c e f u l to be a 
s o l d i e r " . The account of Marco Polo was, u n u s u a l l y f o r a b r i t i s h 
textbook, s e t w i t h i n the development of Chinese s o c i e t y . The author 
s t r e s s e d t h a t Polo's T r a v e l s " s t i m u l a t e d t h a t i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h the 
E a s t which was to a f f e c t the c i v i l i s a t i o n of the West profoundly by 
the i n t r o d u c t i o n of such i n v e n t i o n s as p r i n t i n g , gunpowder and the 
mariners' compass".''"1 Strong's H i s t o r y of B r i t a i n and the world: The 
world of the middle ages (1954) gave information on a s p e c t s of 
Chinese technology and c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g , and s t r e s s e d both the 
c o n t i n u i t y of her i m p e r i a l h i s t o r y and her c u l t u r a l r i c h n e s s by 
12 
comparison w i t h Europe. B e l l i s ' s B r i t a i n i n a changing world, Book 
_3 (1960) s t r o n g l y reminded c h i l d r e n t h a t China enjoyed "a f i n e 
c i v i l i s a t i o n ... long before the g r e a t days of Greece and Rome", and 
t h a t the Polos had seen "marvellous c i t i e s and p a l a c e s which 
13 
surpassed t h e i r w i l d e s t dreams", and noted the i n v e n t i o n s of 
p r i n t i n g , paper, p o r c e l a i n and s i l k . J e n k i n s ' The way of world 
h i s t o r y (1961) gave u s e f u l d e t a i l on e a r l i e r Chinese philosophy, 
Confucius and L a o - t s e being "two g r e a t t e a c h e r s " whose "high moral 
14 
t e a c h i n g " had shown the "path to the good l i f e " ; on Mongol China 
e s p e c i a l l y contemporary drama; and on the o r i g i n of paper and 
U s e f u l b r i e f d e t a i l s on Huang-tsang and Chang Ch'ien was given 
a l s o by Cowie, L i v i n g through h i s t o r y : Discovery (1969). (But 
see i n f r a , pp. 208-9). 
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p r i n t i n g . A u l t and Workman's Time remembered: P a s t g l o r y (1962) made 
e f f e c t i v e comparisons between China and Europe f o r j u n i o r c h i l d r e n -
"long before Alexander's days many Chinese books had been w r i t t e n " 
15 
s t r e s s i n g the e a r l y s u p e r i o r i t y of her c i v i l s e r v i c e and high 
c u l t u r e . S i m i l a r l y , E l l i o t t ' s Europe i n world h i s t o r y : the b u i l d i n g 
of n a t i o n s (1965) favourably c o n t r a s t e d China and Europe, the Polos 
f i n d i n g "a g r e a t and wealthy and a n c i e n t c i v i l i s a t i o n such as 
Europeans had never dreamed o f " , 1 6 and R i c c i being no l e s s impressed. 
I n r e s p e c t of Chinese e x p l o r e r s and t r a v e l l e r s , important b r i e f 
d e t a i l s were given. 
Even more favourable p o r t r a y a l s of e a r l i e r China were brought 
out by Hobley (1960) Strong (1961) and Bowman (1968). Hobley's 
B r i t a i n ' s p l a c e i n the world: E a r l i e s t times to A.D. 1,000, presented 
a favourable view, f r e e of eurocentrism, c o v e r i n g e a r l y r i v e r - v a l l e y 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , e a r l y philosophy, the endurance of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n 
("conquerors have been swallowed up, and t h e i r language, customs and 
way of l i f e ... forgotten") the w a l l ("one of the g r e a t e s t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s ever made by man") and expansion to the north and west. 
The T'ang p e r i o d , " g r e a t e r than the roman a t i t s m i g h t i e s t " was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y favourably p o r t r a y e d . R e l i g i o u s t o l e r a t i o n and the 
i n v e n t i o n of p r i n t i n g were h i g h l i g h t e d . Hobley summed up: "Slowly the 
p e a c e f u l Chinese i n c r e a s e d i n numbers ... No people has spread so 
p e a c e f u l l y , and s t e a d i l y ... For thousands of y e a r s , c e n t r a l China 
had been p e a c e f u l and well-governed, w i t h g r e a t e r p r o s p e r i t y among 
the o r d i n a r y people, and f a r b e t t e r education, than was ever the case 
i n the roman empire ... The Chinese are i n v e n t i v e , i n t e l l i g e n t and 
hard-working ... They invented gunpowder 700 y e a r s before i t was used 
i n Europe; they used c o a l and gas f o r h e a t i n g long before i t was used 
17 
here". A p a r t n e r volume, From A.D. 1,000 to 1600 conveyed an 
e f f e c t i v e summary of Polo's r e c o l l e c t i o n s - " v a s t s t r e t c h e s of 
prosperous country ... a constant s u c c e s s i o n of c i t i e s and 
18 
boroughs" - and noted the i n v e n t i o n of paper and i t s spread 
westwards. Strong's E a r l y man and the f i r s t n a t i o n s pointed to the 
e a r l y importance of Chinese a g r i c u l t u r e ; the i n v e n t i o n of paper, 
p r i n t i n g - "the Chinese were ... p r i n t i n g books s i x c e n t u r i e s before 
... Europe" - and other t e c h n o l o g i e s ; and r e l i g i o u s i d e a s . W h i l s t 
I s r a e l and A s s y r i a were r i s i n g , "an even more wonderful c i v i l i s a t i o n 
was being b u i l t up by the Chinese . . . They were a l r e a d y h i g h l y 
c i v i l i s e d over 3,000 y e a r s ago ... when most of the peoples of Europe 
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were s t i l l l i v i n g i n a p r i m i t i v e s t a t e " . Bowman's U n i v e r s a l 
h i s t o r y of the world: E a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s devoted a s i g n i f i c a n t 
p r o p o r t i o n of i t s 94 pages (14.36%) to China, w i t h d e t a i l on Peking 
Man, e a r l y a g r i c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l development, e a r l y d y n a s t i e s and 
urban l i f e , Han c u l t u r e , and p h i l o s o p h i c a l i d e a s , b e s i d e s a map and 
s i x c a r e f u l l y d e t a i l e d i l l u s t r a t i o n s . No young reader could have 
formed other than a h i g h l y f a v o u r a b l e view of the i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t 
of China and her r o l e i n the e a r l y development of world c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
Of an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t order of s i g n i f i c a n c e , n o n e t h e l e s s , was 
Dance's The world before B r i t a i n (1965) a major r e v i s i o n of an 
* 
inadequate book d a t i n g from 1937. The o r i g i n a l Chinese s e c t i o n was 
** 
u n a l t e r e d , but a new chapter on the Ch'in-Han p e r i o d , when "China 
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became the most c i v i l i s e d country i n the world", was added. W h i l s t 
the Romans were making Europe the c e n t r e of western c i v i l i s a t i o n , the 
Han were e s t a b l i s h i n g Chinese l e a d e r s h i p i n the E a s t . D e t a i l s were 
given of Chinese government, conquests, e x p l o r a t i o n s , r e l i g i o n , 
w r i t i n g , paper, e n c y c l o p a e d i a s , h i s t o r i e s , high c u l t u r e , s c i e n c e , 
mathematics, chemistry, a g r i c u l t u r e and t r a d e . Wen T i , Wu T i , 
Chang Ch'ien, Pan Ch'ao and Ssu-ma Ch'ien were named. The i n c l u s i o n 
*** 
of such d e t a i l s , many never before p u b l i s h e d i n a school textbook, 
evidenced the p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e s to world and Chinese h i s t o r y which 
Dance h i m s e l f advocated. The book complemented Dance's e x i s t i n g 
s e r i e s , B r i t i s h and f o r e i g n h i s t o r y . I t s treatment of Ch'in and Han 
China d o v e t a i l e d w i t h the p o r t r a i t s of the T'ang and Sung p e r i o d i n 
the r e v i s e d e d i t i o n (1947) of book one, Europe and the o l d world, and 
of Ming and Manchu times i n book 2, New Europe and the new 
world (1941). T h i s newly-augmented s e r i e s then comprised the most 
s a t i s f a c t o r y s e t of textbooks y e t p u b l i s h e d i n r e s p e c t of the 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of m a t e r i a l on Chinese h i s t o r y i n a world p e r s p e c t i v e to 
secondary c h i l d r e n . 2 * 
Much more than w i t h e a r l i e r p e r i o d s , however, books d e a l i n g w i t h 
modern, e s p e c i a l l y r e c e n t h i s t o r y and p u b l i s h e d i n the two decades 
* 
I t had run to 17 impressions i n 25 y e a r s . 
** 
Save f o r removal of a r e f e r e n c e to "queer p i c t u r e - w r i t i n g " . 
(1937 edn.,82). 
*** 
P l u s a good d e a l more on I n d i a and Hinduism. 
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f o l l o w i n g 1949 i n d i c a t e s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g p e r c e p t i o n of China's 
s i g n i f i c a n c e . The world today (1953) book four of Cumberledge and 
Mackay's World h i s t o r y i n p i c t u r e and s t o r y devoted a 26-page chapter 
to China. An attempt was made to r e c t i f y p r e v i o u s omissions i n 
r e s p e c t of e a r l i e r p e r i o d s by b r i e f d e t a i l on the i n v e n t i o n of paper, 
p r i n t i n g , s i l k and the compass ("the Chinese d i s c o v e r y b e n e f i t t e d a l l 
mankind") p h i l o s o p h e r s ("some of the w i s e s t men i n the world l i v e d i n 
China") the g r e a t w a l l and grand c a n a l ("wonders of the world") 
22 
examinations, and western t r a d e . The remainder focused upon the 
modern p e r i o d , w i t h a n a r r a t i v e to the communist takeover, a map, the 
f i r s t b r i t i s h school-book p i c t u r e of Mao, and f u l l - p a g e i l l u s t r a t i o n s 
of Chinese houses, a r c h i t e c t u r e , costume, a r t s and c r a f t s , pastimes, 
a g r i c u l t u r e and t r a n s p o r t . 
S i m i l a r s t e p s towards r e c t i f i c a t i o n of p r e v i o u s n e g l e c t a r e seen 
i n Strong's H i s t o r y of B r i t a i n and the world: The 20th century and 
the contemporary world (1956) which gave n e a r l y 15 pages to modern 
China. A sympathetic n a r r a t i v e brought out f r e q u e n t l y ignored 
f e a t u r e s such the Washington agreements' r e l e v a n c e to China, the 
importance of Sun, Chinese r e s i s t a n c e to Japan - "There was never a 
23 
r e a l l y f i n a l s u rrender" - and China's r o l e i n a l l i e d wartime 
p l a n n i n g . T h i s , i n harness w i t h other books i n the s e r i e s , made a t 
24 
l e a s t f a l t e r i n g s t e p s towards improvement. 
S i m i l a r s c a l e of treatment and emphasis i s found i n Pakeman's 
* 
The modern world (1958). A survey of China's "remarkable 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " and h i s t o r y to 1900 l e d to a s u b s t a n t i a l account of the 
p e r i o d to the second world war, noting China's r o l e i n the g r e a t war 
and her l a t e r " s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t e r r i f i c odds" and "brave f i g h t " 
a g a i n s t Japan, which "evoked the admiration of the whole world". On 
the post-war p e r i o d , Pakeman p o r t r a y e d China as "bound to e x e r t 
immense i n f l u e n c e on ... the whole world" and commented on her 
i n d u s t r i a l , a g r a r i a n and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n developments. O v e r a l l , China 
25 
was p l a c e d s q u a r e l y on the stage of modern world h i s t o r y . 
Much more important, however, was Knapp-Fisher's The world 
today (1958) which again helped remedy a l e s s favourable impression 
i n o t h e r s i n the same s e r i e s and i n other of the same 
26 
author's books. T h i s o f f e r e d secondary p u p i l s an imaginative 
* 4 e d i t i o n s and 7 r e p r i n t s s i n c e 1931. 
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w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e which i n c l u d e d s u b s t a n t i a l d e t a i l ( n e a r l y 34 pages) 
on China. Information on Chinese names, houses, f a m i l y beds, c l o t h e s , 
marriage customs and other mundane a s p e c t s of s o c i a l l i v i n g 
u n d e r l i n e d the l e s s o n of shared humanity, w i t h p a r t i c u l a r s t r e s s and 
d e t a i l on the s t r e n g t h and e s s e n t i a l n ormality of Chinese f a m i l y 
l i f e . Passages such a s , " I t i s amusing to f i n d d i f f e r e n c e s between 
f o r e i g n people and o u r s e l v e s , but i t i s worth w h i l e to f i n d out those 
t h i n g s i n which they are l i k e o u r s e l v e s , so t h a t we can understand 
them ... i n t h e i r thoughts and f e e l i n g s the Chinese are very l i k e 
o u r s e l v e s " , a re not common i n b r i t i s h h i s t o r y textbooks. C h i l d r e n 
were a l s o g i v e n geographical m a t e r i a l , and a map, w i t h a d e s c r i p t i v e 
n a r r a t i v e of a journey from Chungking to Shanghai, "one of the 
g r e a t e s t c i t i e s of the world", w i t h supportive d e t a i l c a l c u l a t e d to 
arouse empathetic understanding. The book's h i s t o r i c a l content was no 
l e s s v a l u a b l e . Unusually, the n a r r a t i v e of p o l i t i c a l events from 1911 
to communism, w i t h favourable r e f e r e n c e s t o Sun, Chiang and Mao, 
s t r e s s i n g t h a t "the g r e a t and a n c i e n t c i v i l i s a t i o n of the Chinese i s 
too l a r g e i n every way to be e a s i l y swayed by f o r e i g n n a t i o n s " , was 
mainly domestic i n content and e v a l u a t i o n , i n l i n e w i t h the author's 
i n s i s t e n c e t h a t China must be judged from a Chinese standpoint. I n 
g e n e r a l , the book, i n which c h i l d r e n were almost unprecedently given 
10 r e f e r e n c e s f o r f u r t h e r reading on China, and were reminded w i t h 
i n s i s t e n t humanity t h a t the Chinese were " i n the world today b e s i d e 
o u r s e l v e s ... T h i s morning's sunshine rose upon them ... as i t rose 
upon us ... (We must) l e a r n about them as w e l l as about o u r s e l v e s , 
and so to t r y to h e a l the breach between the E a s t and the West ... 
which i s the g r e a t e s t danger of the modern world", e s t a b l i s h e d 
standards of d e t a i l , i n s i g h t and broader world overviews h i t h e r t o 
27 
matched by few textbook w r i t e r s . 
No treatment of comparable f u l l n e s s was to be produced i n 
g e n e r a l h i s t o r y textbooks f o r almost a decade. Nonetheless, s e v e r a l 
books f u r t h e r suggest a growing tendency to demonstrate to secondary 
c h i l d r e n China's modern world importance. The f o u r t h volume of 
B e l l i s ' s B r i t a i n i n a changing world (1960) represented the 1911 
r e v o l u t i o n as "one of the most amazing r e v o l u t i o n s i n h i s t o r y " , made 
* 
b r i e f r e f e r e n c e to s e v e r a l l e a d e r s i n c l u d i n g Chou E n - l a i , d e s c r i b e d 
* The e a r l i e s t r e f e r e n c e d i s c o v e r e d i n a b r i t i s h school-book. 
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the r e t r e a t to Chungking as "one of the most remarkable t r e k s i n 
h i s t o r y ... the world looked on i n admiration", d i d not overlook the 
a n t i - j a p a n e s e s t r u g g l e during the war (again, too o f t e n ignored) and 
28 
noted "tremendous s t r i d e s " post-1949. The f o u r t h book of Hobley's 
B r i t a i n ' s p l a c e i n the world (1960) o f f e r e d r a r e i nformation on 
US-China t r a d e i n the 19th century, c r i t i c i s e d western a c t i o n s i n 
1839, 1860 and 1900 - "No wonder the Chinese s t i l l looked upon the 
Europeans as ignorant b a r b a r i a n s " - and i n c l u d e d maps of E a s t A s i a 
29 
g i v i n g s u b s t a n t i a l Chinese d e t a i l . Pearson's Towards one world: 
World h i s t o r y from 1600 to 1960 (1962) a v e r r i n g t h a t "the s k i l l of 
i t s farmers, a r t i s a n s and s c h o l a r s and the wisdom of i t s r u l e r s have 
... produce(d) s e v e r a l g r e a t c i v i l i s a t i o n s " , gave 22 pages to China 
s i n c e 1517, w i t h good d e t a i l on the opium war and the p e r i o d 1900 to 
30 
1916. McGuffie's H i s t o r y f o r today: Our world s i n c e 1939 (1934) 
again stood out a g a i n s t e a r l i e r volumes i n the s e r i e s . I t s 15 pages 
on China i n c l u d e d a s k e t c h of e a r l i e r h i s t o r y s t r e s s i n g both 
a n t i q u i t y and i n v e n t i v e n e s s , l i s t i n g seven major i n v e n t i o n s , g i v i n g 
d e t a i l on education, r e l i g i o n and a r t - "amongst the most b e a u t i f u l 
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t h i n g s ever made by man" - and favourably c o n t r a s t i n g e a r l y China 
a g a i n s t e a r l y B r i t a i n . The p e r i o d from i n i t i a l western c o n t a c t s to 
1960 was d e t a i l e d , s t r e s s i n g the determined Chinese r e s i s t a n c e to 
japanese i n v a s i o n and the red army's good showing i n Korea. Crowley's 
Background to c u r r e n t a f f a i r s (1963) i n 30 pages p o r t r a y e d E a s t A s i a 
as a Chinese t h e a t r e , u n l i k e the japanese focus of most other books, 
and supported Chinese a c t i o n s i n T i b e t and Korea. Thomas's Post-war 
world (1966) gave n e a r l y 17 pages to a balanced account of the p e r i o d 
from 1900 to 1949 and a number of o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s which e f f e c t i v e l y 
locked China i n t o the book's d i s c u s s i o n s on almost a l l the problems 
of contemporary world h i s t o r y . Breach's Documents and d e s c r i p t i o n s : 
The world s i n c e 1914 (1966) gave 22 e x t r a c t s (25 pages) to China, 
nine on i n t e r n a l a f f a i r s . The modern world importance of China was 
a l s o brought out c l e a r l y i n the 1967 r e v i s i o n of P r i e s t l e y and B e t t s ' 
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Momentous Y e a r s , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1947. 
Four p a r t i c u l a r l y sound books, o f f e r i n g c h i l d r e n a genuine 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e on modern times, and g i v i n g a p r o p o r t i o n 
of t h e i r pages to China which, both i n content and i n tone, matched 
t h a t of some of the b e t t e r books noted e a r l i e r , were p u b l i s h e d i n the 
l a s t few y e a r s of the p e r i o d . A y l i n g ' s P o r t r a i t s of power 
(4th.ed.,1967) was important i n t h a t when f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1961 i t 
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i n c l u d e d the f i r s t extended b i o g r a p h i c a l s k e t c h of Mao i n a b r i t i s h 
schoolbook. D e t a i l on t r a d i t i o n a l China and the e a r l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
background l e d on to an account of the long march and the r i s e of 
communism, seen as a new dynasty i n the long l i n e of s u c c e s s i o n . Mao 
was p a i n t e d i n a mainly favourable l i g h t , "a s c h o l a r and a man of 
l e t t e r s " , the long march "an e p i c journey ... a legend", 1949 "an 
a s t o n i s h i n g y e a r " , the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n "one of the most 
astounding ... chapters of modern h i s t o r y " . The account h e a v i l y 
underscored the major s i g n i f i c a n c e of China i n the modern world: 
"What has happened i n China s i n c e the second world war i s the 
g r e a t e s t event i n r e c e n t h i s t o r y " . Moreover, the well-chosen p e r s o n a l 
d e t a i l s of Mao - " a f f a b l e and courteous ... r a t h e r t a l l , w i t h broad 
shoulders and a shock of b l a c k h a i r " - unusual i n any textbook 
treatment of any p e r i o d of Chinese h i s t o r y , importantly brought out 
h i s human q u a l i t i e s and cannot have l a c k e d impact i n the r e d u c t i o n of 
33 
s t e r e o t y p e d a t t i t u d e s . Wood's T h i s modern world (1967) a l l o c a t e d 32 
pages to China, t r e a t i n g the japanese i n t e r e s t from the 1890s 
s e p a r a t e l y from the main n a r r a t i v e , which the bulk of books f a i l to 
do. The t e x t , favourable to China i n tone, i n c l u d e d h e l p f u l 
explanatory c h a r t s and summaries of the p r i n c i p a l Chinese events and 
problems s i n c e 1900, a background s k e t c h of a n c i e n t China comparing 
her favourably w i t h the West, and a r a r e b r i e f study of domestic 
problems i n the 19th. century. Marcham's R i s e of the outer 
c o n t i n e n t s (1968) d e s p i t e i t s e u r o c e n t r i s t t i t l e o f f e r e d a p e r c e p t i v e 
* 
41-page n a r r a t i v e of China to 1967, again i n c l u d i n g a survey of her 
a n c i e n t c i v i l i s a t i o n and 19th. century e v e n t s , and apportioning 17 
pages to p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y economic development and f o r e i g n p o l i c y . 
Most promising of a l l from the standpoint of world h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , 
** 
not l e a s t f o r i t s balanced 21-page coverage of modern China, was 
Alexander and Murphy's The g l o b a l age (1970). The Chinese n a r r a t i v e 
was s k i l f u l l y w r i t t e n to avoid a f a c t u a l and c h r o n o l o g i c a l - p o l i t i c a l 
i m p ression, and i n c l u d e d s c r u t i n y of the background to peasant 
Sound d e t a i l was a l s o given of the USA, I n d i a , Japan, I n d o n e s i a , 
Vietnam and A f r i c a . 
A t t e n t i o n was a l s o given to H i s p a n i c America, A f r i c a , South E a s t 
A s i a , the Middle E a s t and I n d i a . 
204 
problems. Chen Tu-hsiu was quoted. Concerning the manchurian problem 
( s e p a r a t e l y covered) the authors s t r e s s e d to c h i l d r e n t h a t "China had 
been f i g h t i n g a japanese i n v a s i o n long before the U.S. and B r i t a i n 
had gone to war". The account of communist takeover was more f u l l y 
d e t a i l e d than i n other books, w i t h a map. O v e r a l l , the authors 
o f f e r e d secondary p u p i l s a more v a l i d coming-to-terms w i t h the 
r e a l i t i e s of modern h i s t o r y on the world stage than p r e v i o u s l y 
brought out by any other textbook. China was p l a n t e d s q u a r e l y i n the 
s p o t l i g h t of world h i s t o r y : "The achievement of the communist 
government s i n c e 1949 may w e l l be the most important event i n the 
h i s t o r y of the 20th. century. No l i m i t s could be p l a c e d on the f u t u r e 
34 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r the Chinese people". 
As w i t h the e a r l i e r sub-periods, however, an o v e r - o p t i m i s t i c 
assessment of schoolbook treatments of China between 1950 and 1971 
must be c o u n s e l l e d a g a i n s t . Even i n the 40 t i t l e s c onsidered above, 
the average percentage on China was only 5.04, and the average number 
of pages 11.26. The h i g h e s t percentage on China i n any one book was 
15.6. Moreover, even those 40 are themselves open to s u b s t a n t i a l 
c r i t i c i s m . G a r n e t t , f o r i n s t a n c e , made no r e f e r e n c e to any Chinese 
e x p l o r e r s , and i n a p a r a l l e l book completely ignored China. Horniblow 
and S u l l i v a n ' s view of h e r o i c p e r s o n a l i t i e s was confined to B r i t o n s 
other than s i x Europeans i n c l u d i n g Polo. Of Hitc h c o c k ' s 21 'great 
people', 13 were B r i t i s h and the r e s t Europeans, d e s p i t e the aim "to 
i n c l u d e those who have made a d e f i n i t e c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
35 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " . P r i n t i n g o r i g i n a t e d i n Europe. Dance (1951) allowed 
China only h a l f a page of a monograph on trade and t r a v e l . Madeley 
excluded China from cha p t e r s on e a r l y p o t t e r y , water supply, metals, 
f u e l , cookery, baths, beds, c u t l e r y , c a r p e t s , and p i c t u r e s . Trew 
under-represented the Chinese p a r t i n e q u e s t r i a n technology and 
Ca l d e r her achievements i n such as pharmacology, p u b l i c h e a l t h and 
medical t r a i n i n g . Cowie omitted Cheng Ho. J e n k i n s gave only s i x l i n e s 
to the important Ch'in-Han p e r i o d and one to the T'ang; ignored the 
Ming and e a r l i e r Manchu; made only one r e f e r e n c e to Chinese c u l t u r e 
and two to technology; f a i l e d to mention China i n chapt e r s on the 
f i r s t world war (17 other n a t i o n s were l i s t e d ) , 'hammer and s i c k l e ' 
and modern d i c t a t o r s (those i s B u l g a r i a and Uruguay were c o n s i d e r e d ) ; 
made only a p a s s i n g r e f e r e n c e to China i n the second world war ( v i a 
* 
F i r s t r e f e r e n c e found i n a b r i t i s h school textbook. 
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Japan); ignored the i n v a s i o n s of Manchuria; and overlooked domestic 
developments s i n c e 1949. China was omitted from a chapter on 
'Welfare of the peoples' and given one l i n e i n 'Population and food' 
(C l a r e n c e B i r d s e y e merited 1 0 ) . Hobley (1960) allowed the Ming three 
l i n e s , suggested Chinese gunpowder was used only f o r f i r e w o r k s , and 
on the modern p e r i o d r e c o g n i s e d the long march and japanese i n v a s i o n s 
only on a map and ignored the 1911 r e v o l u t i o n , the post-1937 war, and 
Mao Tse-tung. Davies a l l o c a t e d China only 10 of 576 pages on world 
h i s t o r y ( 1 . 7 4 % ) . The T'ang were ignored, Mongols to Manchu d i s m i s s e d 
i n f i v e l i n e s , and the 20th. century given one page. A t i m e - c h a r t of 
world h i s t o r y s i n c e 3400 B.C. i n c l u d e d 15 items on China and 66 on 
England, and l i s t s of 135 important dates i n h i s t o r y i n c l u d e d but 
nine on China. Only f i v e of the book's 32 c h a p t e r s d e a l t w i t h the 
** 
non-european world. Cumberledge and Mackay's account (1953) 
followed t h r e e e a r l i e r volumes which had given China only a few l i n e s 
of over 700 pages of t e x t . S i m i l a r l y , Stong's (1956) was the f i f t h of 
a s e r i e s whose f i r s t four volumes had allowed but nine of t h e i r 992 
pages to China, and c o n t i n u i n g eurocentrism was shown i n t h r e e index 
r e f e r e n c e s ( f i v e l i n e s t o t a l ) to Mao as a g a i n s t 13 each to M u s s o l i n i 
and H i t l e r . Post-1949 China was given one l i n e . Pearson excluded 
China from the g r e a t war, peace t r e a t i e s and Washington agreements, 
ignored the a t t a c k s on Manchuria i n the 1930s, f a i l e d to mention 
** * 
China i n the second world war, and excluded Mao from the long 
march and an account of the n a t i o n a l i s t c o l l a p s e to 1949. Pakeman 
gave l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to China per se. B e l l i s ' s i n t e r e s t (1960) was 
mainly i n s i n o - j a p a n e s e c o n f l i c t . Only one page was given to the 
r e v o l u t i o n , and China was omitted from m a t e r i a l on the korean war. 
McGuffie (1964) maintained the Chinese "have never been a s e a f a r i n g 
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people", essayed a c a r e l e s s l y e u r o c e n t r i s t summary of the 20th. 
century and gave a r a c i s t d e s c r i p t i o n of Chinese f a c i a l f e a t u r e s . 
The book a l s o contained l i t t l e on the i s l a m i c world, almost 
nothing on H i s p a n i c America, only two pages on Japan and s i x on 
A f r i c a . P o s t - i m p e r i a l I n d i a merited t h r e e l i n e s . 
V i r t u a l l y no improvement was shown i n a 1968 5th. e d i t i o n . 
Only 8 l i n e s on the e n t i r e war i n the E a s t . 
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Those were the b e s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the sub-period. The 
coverage of China i n the bulk of the remaining 345 s t u d i e d i s t h i n 
indeed. They show an overwhelming c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon b r i t i s h h i s t o r y , 
supported a t times w i t h european or american m a t e r i a l , c l e a r l y 
suggesting to c h i l d r e n t h a t the 'freedom 1, ' t h r i l l 1 , ' h e r i t a g e ' , 
'heroism', 'greatness', 'adventure', ' c h a l l e n g e ' , 'drama' or 
'modernity' embraced by t h e i r t i t l e s i s to be found p r i m a r i l y i n the 
anglo-saxon and european p a s t . 
Even a f t e r the dramatic events of the f i r s t h a l f of the 20th. 
century, many authors found i t p o s s i b l e t o t a l l y to ignore China i n 
school h i s t o r y books. Wymer's L i v e s of g r e a t men and women (1951-60) 
d e f i n e d g r e a t n e s s s o l e l y i n anglo-european terms. Magraw's concept of 
37 
The t h r i l l of h i s t o r y (1950) was s i m i l a r l y r e s t r i c t e d . Row (1950) 
d i d not c o n s i d e r China a worthwhile example of How s t a t e s a r e 
governed. Evans's S t o r y of e a r l y times (1951) excluded China even 
from d i s c u s s i o n of e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s . Both S t u a r t ' s H i s t o r y through 
the ages (1951-2) and Schroeder's Look a t the p a s t (1952) contained 
only two 'China' r e f e r e n c e s - i n the one case to p o r c e l a i n , i n the 
other to t e a and cupboards. Strong's Brave men and women (1951) 
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i n c l u d e d no brave A s i a n s : the only non-white was Pocahontas. 
Sellman's C a s t l e s and f o r t r e s s e s (1954) mentioned the Maginot and 
S i e g f r i e d l i n e s , but not the gr e a t w a l l of China. Acheson's The new 
age (1954) covered events i n e i g h t c o u n t r i e s , but excluded China. 
Polkinghorne's t h r e e volumes of T a l e s the y e a r s t e l l (1960) were a l l 
c l a s s i c a l and european save f o r m a t e r i a l on Mohammed and 
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Pocahontas. L. W. Cowie's four-volume New outlook h i s t o r i e s 
(1961-2) concentrated e x p l i c i t l y on b r i t i s h h i s t o r y . Nonetheless, 
they gave ample coverage to events i n other lands - but not China. 
Volume one excluded her from an h i s t o r i c a l survey to 1603 and claimed 
p r i n t i n g as a german i n v e n t i o n . Volume two excluded China from 
chapt e r s on the f i r s t world war, between the wars, the second world 
war, and the l a t e s t y e a r s . Coverage of the second war mentioned 
japanese involvement, i t e m i s i n g the i n v a s i o n of c o l o n i a l p o s s e s s i o n s , 
but f o r g e t t i n g the i n v a s i o n s of China. China was a l s o excluded from 
the c o l d war: even the korean war was port r a y e d as a c o n f l i c t between 
North Korea, the USA and B r i t a i n . Boyce's How t h i n g s began (1962) was 
claimed as "a s u i t a b l e i n t r o d u c t i o n to p r e h i s t o r y " f o r j u n i o r s , y e t 
omitted China from four of i t s volumes, i n c l u d i n g chapters on 
p i c t u r e - w r i t i n g , paper, the wheel, p o t t e r y , boats, roads, c h a r i o t s , 
40 
t o o l s and other a s p e c t s of technology. Gray's Road to war (1970) 
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excluded China (and Japan) from the p o s t - g r e a t war s e t t l e m e n t s , and 
ignored the japanese a t t a c k s i n 1931 and 1937: Japan was only 
mentioned i n connection w i t h America. I n e x p l i c a b l e omission has a l s o 
been found i n such as Hume's C h i l d r e n though the ages (1953); 
Coltham's Beginning of w r i t i n g (1953); E l l a c o t t ' s Wheels on the road 
(1953); Moore's Story of t r a n s p o r t (1954); Unstead's T r a v e l by road 
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through the ages (1958) and A h i s t o r y of houses (1958); and Lynch's 
E x p l o r i n g the p a s t (1969). 
Many books t o t a l l y i g n o r i n g Chinese and other non-european 
h i s t o r y d i d so, moreover, i n the i n t e r e s t s not of c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon 
Europe, but because of an e x c l u s i v e preoccupation w i t h n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y . Book two of B e l l i s ' s B r i t a i n i n a changing world (1960) 
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excluded China from a chapter ' I n s e a r c h of C a t h a y 1 . Purton's Days 
of g l o r y (1961) gave 25 of 35 chapt e r s to B r i t a i n , the other 10 to 
r e l a t e d a s p e c t s of Europe or America, and f a i l e d to mention China i n 
d i s c u s s i o n of Marco Polo (or I s l a m i n a chapter on the c r u s a d e s ) . 
Days of adventure (1961) d e a l t w i t h heroes i n c l u d i n g C a r a c t a c u s , 
Boudicca, Hereward, Nelson, N i g h t i n g a l e , C a v e l l , H i l a r y and S c o t t , 
and i n ' L i f e i n the middle ages' and 'Homes through the ages' covered 
only b r i t i s h m a t e r i a l . Hounsell and A i r n e ' s four-volume P i c t o r i a l 
h i s t o r y (1962) p a i n t e d a c h r o n o l o g i c a l o u t l i n e of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
s i n c e the stone age: " I t w i l l d o u btless s u f f i c e i f the p u p i l s 
r ecognise the sequence of the c h i e f p e r i o d s , e.g., B r i t o n , Roman, 
Saxon, Norman, Plantagenet, e t c . , and have a g e n e r a l , i d e a of the 
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s u c c e s s i o n of k i n g s " . Bowles' Dramatic d e c i s i o n s (1965) devoted 
e i g h t of i t s e l e v e n c a s e - s t u d i e s to b r i t i s h events, and suggested 
t h a t the f a r e a s t e r n war began w i t h japanese a t t a c k s on b r i t i s h and 
american p o s s e s s i o n s : China was ignored. the six-volume Oxford 
s e r i e s , People of the P a s t (1965) looked a t 35 f i c t i t i o u s c h a r a c t e r s : 
31 B r i t i s h , t h r e e Americans, one A u s t r a l i a n . T u r n b u l l ' s four-volume 
New j u n i o r h i s t o r i e s (1965) i n c l u d e d 90 s t o r i e s : 65 d e a l t w i t h 
B r i t a i n . A l l the f o u r t h volume's 19 s t o r i e s , f o r i n s t a n c e , were 
b r i t i s h . Seven c h a p t e r s were e n t i t l e d 'Our i s l a n d s t o r y ' . The words 
'England', ' E n g l i s h ' and ' B r i t i s h ' occurred 11 times on the contents 
page. Book t h r e e , on the h i s t o r y of technology, claimed gunpowder, 
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the longbow, the crossbow and the post to be e n g l i s h i n v e n t i o n s . 
Four of Cowie's nine-volume L i v i n g through h i s t o r y (1967-9) only 
r e f e r r e d to other c o u n t r i e s p e r i p h e r a l l y , and excluded China t o t a l l y : 
i n Towns, the only a s i a n c i t y mentioned was Hiroshima, and a s e c t i o n 
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on Marco Polo mentioned only Venice. Lewis's People i n l i v i n g 
h i s t o r y (1970-71) concentrated mainly on the B r i t i s h . The f i r s t t h r e e 
volumes i n c l u d e d one American, four Europeans, and 13 B r i t i s h , 
i n c l u d i n g King Arthur. No non-Europeans were i n c l u d e d . Perhaps the 
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c l e a r e s t example i s Niven's T r a v e l s i n time (1971) which n e g l e c t e d 
the non-european world w h i l s t g i v i n g d e t a i l e d c o n c e n t r a t i o n on 
B r i t a i n , y e t nowhere suggested to the j u n i o r c h i l d t h a t a conscious 
p r o c e s s of s e l e c t i o n had occurred. Thus, Houses, C l o t h e s , and E a t i n g 
and d r i n k i n g conveyed an i m p r e s s i o n of s o c i a l l i v i n g being almost 
confined to B r i t a i n . The l a t t e r a l s o ignored China i n a chapter on 
the s e a r c h f o r s p i c e lands. Man i n f l i g h t , S h i p s , and Road and r a i l 
r e p r e s e n t e d t r a n s p o r t technology as p r i m a r i l y a b r i t i s h achievement. 
The l a t t e r excluded China from chap t e r s on the wheel ( i n c l u d i n g 
c h a r i o t s ) and e a r l y roads: Ships ignored Chinese junks and the 
** 
Chinese o r i g i n of the rudder and compass. Other prima f a c i e 
promising t i t l e s e x c l u d i n g China and the bulk of the world i n favour 
of c l o s e c o n c e n t r a t i o n on B r i t a i n i n c l u d e d B e l l ' s Freedom 
h i s t o r i e s (1948-52); the l a s t two volumes of T u r n b u l l ' s Golden Mean 
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h i s t o r i e s (1954); W i l l i a m s ' Land, trade and t r a n s p o r t 
*** **** 
(1955); Unstead's four-volume People i n h i s t o r y (1955-6) and 
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Looking a t h i s t o r y (N.D.1950 1s); Bowies' Dramatic readings (1956); 
Boog-Watson and C a r r u t h e r s ' Houses (1958); S t i r l a n d ' s two-volume 
Great w r i t e r s (1959); the eight-volume Hutchinson s e r i e s , P o r t r a i t s 
and documents (1961-9); Kent's six-volume T o p i c s through time (1968); 
Sutton and Lewis's People and t h e i r homes (1970); and Marsh's 
Documents of l i b e r t y (1971) . 
Even more open to comment are books o v e r t l y c l a i m i n g or implying 
an i n t e r e s t i n world h i s t o r y , w h i l s t e x c l u d i n g China. A s u r p r i s i n g 
example i s Neurath and Lauwerys' How the f i r s t men l i v e d (1952) 
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w i t h examples from Burma, Egypt and B r i t a i n , but not China. A more 
There were two l i n e s l a t e r on t e a from China. 
** 
There was a p i c t u r e of a sampan i n a s e c t i o n on p r i m i t i v e boats. 
*** 
C o n c e n t r a t i o n on B r i t a i n s t a t e d only i n I n t r o d u c t i o n , p.13. 
**** Focus on B r i t a i n only noted i n p a s s i n g : see Book 4, p.2. 
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s e r i o u s example, however, i s Harston's Understanding the modern 
world (1951). I t l i s t e d the important people of r e c e n t times. The 
l i s t was dominated by B r i t o n s , i n c l u d i n g , b e s i d e s such as C h u r c h i l l 
and L l o y d George, General Booth, Mrs Pankhurst, N o r t h c l i f f e and 
Galsworthy. Some 'wider-world' f i g u r e s were a l s o named, almost a l l 
Europeans, but i n c l u d i n g Gandhi. No Chinese were i n c l u d e d . E q u a l l y 
s e r i o u s l y , book th r e e of Cumberledge's World h i s t o r y i n p i c t u r e and 
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story:1825-70 t o t a l l y excluded China from the p e r i o d , l e a v i n g her 
* 
blank and unnamed on a P a c i f i c - w o r l d map and o m i t t i n g a l l Chinese 
events save f o r Polo's v i s i t from a w o r l d - h i s t o r y t i m e - c h a r t 
** 
6,000 B.C. to 1945. S c o t l a n d ' s four-volume world h i s t o r y 
j u n i o r - s c h o o l s e r i e s , A l l our p a s t (1953) overlooked China but 
i n c l u d e d m a t e r i a l on such as Leonidas, K i t Carson and Stonewall 
Jackson. S i m i l a r l y , the P h i l i p s Everyday h i s t o r y s e r i e s completely 
er a s e d China from the world p e r s p e c t i v e i n i t s f i r s t t h r e e volumes 
Londesbrough's The widening world (1954) excluded China from a 
* * * 
world map of voyages to 'Cathay'; Beggs-Humphreys and Humphreys' 
The world changes (1954)was mainly on B r i t a i n and the empire and 
r e s t r i c t e d 'Their world' (other c o u n t r i e s ) to Europe; and the same 
authors' The s h r i n k i n g world (1957) sought to g i v e c h i l d r e n "a b e t t e r 
understanding of the times i n which we l i v e " , ^ 1 but was then 
subdivided i n t o 'Ourselves', 'Our occupations', 'Our country' and 
**** 
'The commonwealth 1. Comparable blankness i n r e s p e c t of China has 
been found i n t h r e e volumes of Barker and Hammer's Queensway h i s t o r y 
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s e r i e s (1962) . I n D i s c o v e r i e s and i n v e n t i o n s , only Egypt was 
mentioned i n a chapter on w r i t i n g : paper and ink were egyptian 
i n v e n t i o n s . The second h a l f of the book, on modern technology, was 
Kamschatka, Novaya Zemiya, Christmas, E a s t e r and P i t c a i r n 
I s l a n d s , I n d i a and Japan were a l l named. 
** 
The b i r t h s of Townshend, T u l l , B r i n d l e y and McAdam, the opening 
of the Runcorn c a n a l , the d i s c o v e r y of Kergulan I s l a n d and the 
r i v e r D a r l i n g , the foundation of L i b e r i a , the capture of Kabul, 
Gandahar and Ghazni and the p u b l i c a t i o n of Uncle Tom's Cabin a l l 
m e r i t e d i n c l u s i o n . 
*** 
There was no improvement 5 e d i t i o n s l a t e r (1980) 
**** T h i s important s e r i e s ran to four e d i t i o n s and two r e p r i n t s by 
1963. 
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almost a l l b r i t i s h . People of long ago looked s o l e l y a t Greece, Rome 
and B r i t a i n . Modern times saw the c l o s u r e of the middle ages as an 
e x c l u s i v e l y european event, a t t r i b u t e d p r i n t i n g to Germany, omitted 
China and Japan from f i r s t world war combatants, f o r g o t Japan's 
i n v a s i o n s of China i n the 1930s and i m p l i e d t h a t japanese m i l i t a r y 
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a c t i o n s began a t P e a r l Harbour. A f u r t h e r book by T u r n b u l l 
n e g l e c t i n g China was the second volume of The shape of 
* 
h i s t o r y (1962). The book contained c h a p t e r s on b r i t i s h a i r - t r a v e l , 
c a n a l s , new towns, TV., power-stations and weather f o r e c a s t s . 
Nonetheless, t h e r e was some s u p e r f i c i a l world p e r s p e c t i v e , w i t h 
s e c t i o n s on A u s t r a l i a , Canada, the USA, the Suez and Panama C a n a l s , 
R u s s i a , I n d i a , Ghana and the West I n d i e s . China was not mentioned. 
Both world wars were p o r t r a y e d as e n t i r e l y european. Even Japan was 
** 
excluded from the second world war. A f i n a l book demanding comment 
i s A y l i n g ' s Nineteenth century g a l l e r y (1970). I t claimed to cover 
"twelve of the most prominent men i n h i s t o r y " . S i x were Europeans, 
two B r i t i s h , two Americans, one South American, and one R u s s i a n . 
There were no A f r i c a n or A s i a n s . China was mentioned, however: one 
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paragraph on the opium war i n a chapter on Palmerston. 
I n a d d i t i o n to books completely e x c l u d i n g China from the p a t t e r n 
of the p a s t , many o t h e r s from the 1950s and 60s whose t i t l e s s t a t e or 
imply world p e r s p e c t i v e s give her h i s t o r y unacceptably skimpy 
a t t e n t i o n , to a degree l i k e l y to arouse i n c h i l d r e n ' s minds images a t 
b e s t of i n s i g n i f i c a n c e or p e r i p h e r a l i t y . 
Guest's march of c i v i l i s a t i o n (rev.edn.,1950) allowed China only 
1.69% of i t s pages. Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n was not noted i n any d e t a i l 
u n t i l page 182, when i t was noted t h a t t h i s was so because China had 
not been i n f l u e n c e d by western c u l t u r e and her people had developed 
along " t h e i r own p a r t i c u l a r l i n e s " . Some s u p e r f i c i a l d e t a i l on 
a s p e c t s of Chinese c u l t u r e and technology ended w i t h a j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
of western i n t e r v e n t i o n on grounds t h a t "China a t l a s t r e a l i s e d t h a t 
55*** 
she was not the most c i v i l i s e d ( s i c ) country i n the world". 
* 
V o l . 1 gave 4 l i n e s to China i n 2 pages on Marco Polo. 
** 
The i n b a l a n c e s seem not to have t r o u b l e d t e a c h e r s : t h e r e were 
two r e p r i n t s and a second e d i t i o n by 1964 (China s t i l l 
e x c l u d e d ) . 
*** The book d i d , however, c o n t a i n the f i r s t r e f e r e n c e found i n a 
b r i t i s h schoolbook to Mao (p.185). 
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Cumberledge and Mackay's World h i s t o r y i n p i c t u r e and s t o r y : 
Middle ages to 1825 ( c . 1950-51) allowed 0.1% to China, acknowledging 
the i n v e n t i o n of paper and the compass, but not p r i n t i n g ; i g n o r i n g 
the Ming and Manchu but mentioning J e s u i t s i n China; a s s e r t i n g t h a t 
the Mongols "came r a i d i n g and plundering from China" and noting the 
Chinese o r i g i n s of the b l a c k death; and i n a t i m e - c h a r t p o r t r a y i n g 
Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n as much l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t than roman.^ 
Three volumes of Strong's H i s t o r y of B r i t a i n and the 
world (1954-6) showed s i m i l a r n e g l e c t , g i v i n g r e s p e c t i v e l y 0.09%, 
0.05% and 1.48% of t h e i r pages to China. The a n c i e n t and e a r l y 
medieval world v i r t u a l l y ignored a l l the important a s p e c t s of e a r l y 
Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n . The e a r l y modern world's b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s were 
only to european i n t e r e s t s : Chinese technology was ignored and the 
mariners' compass a t t r i b u t e d to I t a l y . On a map, China was p l a c e d i n 
the v i c i n i t y of Khabarovsk. The l a t e r modern world was again 
i n t e r e s t e d only i n western a c t i v i t i e s i n China. There was no i n t e r e s t 
i n China per se. A map gave no d e t a i l of China and m i s - s p e l l e d 
Hainan. A p i c t u r e was p r i n t e d of "the Chinese q u a r t e r of 
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P e k i n " ( s i c ) . Two volumes of the same author's New secondary 
h i s t o r i e s (1962-4) m e r i t s i m i l a r c r i t i c i s m . The o l d world and the new 
gave 0.62% to China. Men and machines allowed only 1.74%, noting 
China's e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n but s t r e s s i n g western i n f l u e n c e and 
s k e t c h i n g without comment the h i s t o r y of european p e n e t r a t i o n . 
Even more u n s a t i s f a c t o r y was Smith's four-volume Sense of 
h i s t o r y (1960-2). L e a r n i n g to l i v e together d e l e t e d China from 
h i s t o r y . I n d u s t r y and a g r i c u l t u r e apportioned her only four l i n e s 
(0.06%) i n d i s c u s s i o n of 'great r i v e r c u l t u r e s ' and omitted her from 
e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n , p o t t e r y , e a r l y metals - " I t was i n Egypt, Babylon 
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and C r e t e t h a t bronze age c u l t u r e reached i t s peak" - i r o n and 
c o a l , ' t h i n k i n g i n d u s t r i a l l y 1 , and a g r i c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y . Gunpowder 
and cannon were european i n v e n t i o n s , f i r s t used a t Crecy. T r a v e l and 
t r a n s p o r t ... c l o t h and c l o t h e s forgot China i n c h a p t e r s on the 
wheel, sea r o u t e s , roads and commerce, and gave her only e i g h t l i n e s 
(0.12%) on the s i l k t r a d e , though the only Chinese d e t a i l was t h a t 
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"the r u l e r s were not f r i e n d l y " . War and the s e a r c h f o r peace 
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mentioned China, "a g r e a t country", only e i g h t times ( 0 . 6 2 % ) . Four 
of those were i n c o r r e c t . Mao was mentioned, but Chinese communism was 
not. 
* 
He had r e c e n t l y w r i t t e n Teaching f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding 
f o r Unesco (1952). 
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E q u a l l y s t r i k i n g n e g l e c t of China has been found i n s e v e r a l 
volumes of McGuffie's H i s t o r y f o r today (1963-4). The p r o g r e s s of man 
gave 0.18% of i t s contents t o China, which was overlooked i n chapters 
on e a r l y man, e a r l y a g r i c u l t u r e , c l o t h i n g ( i n c l u d i n g s e c t i o n s on 
dyeing, s i l k , and the t e x t i l e trade) e a r l y t o o l s , roads, s e a - t r a v e l 
( i n c l u d i n g s a i l s , the compass and trade) education and s c h o o l s , and 
e a r l y medicine. Other than Chinese paper, t h e r e was no r e f e r e n c e to 
her i n a chapter on w r i t i n g , covering p i c t u r e - l a n g u a g e , e a r l y books 
and w r i t i n g m a t e r i a l s ; and though b r i e f r e f e r e n c e was made to Chinese 
p r i n t i n g , t h a t was p a r a l l e l e d by an a s s e r t i o n t h a t european p r i n t i n g 
o r i g i n a t e d "without any connection w i t h the Chinese d i s c o v e r i e s " . ^ 1 
Ideas and i n v e n t i o n s t o t a l l y ignored China. Famous men and women of 
modern times claimed to i n c l u d e "those .. . who have more or l e s s 
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d i r e c t r e l e v a n c e to l i f e today". They i n c l u d e d such as T u l l , 
Townshend, Sheridan, P l i m s o l l , Speke and another 81 B r i t o n s ; 11 
Europeans; t h r e e Americans; two R u s s i a n s ; and none from the 
extra-european world. Of Chinese, not even Mao, apparently, was 
r e l e v a n t to contemporary l i f e . The work d i d c o n t a i n seven l i n e s 
(0.06%) on China - but only i n connection w i t h Gordon. 
No l e s s reproachable are the volumes of K e r r ' s Time p a s t and 
time p r e s e n t (1966-7). C i t y to n a t i o n , e a r l i e s t times to 1350 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y began w i t h the Greeks, "because they were ... the same 
6 3 
s o r t of people as we a r e " , and gave only 11 l i n e s (0.06%) to China. 
The widening of the world allowed her 14 l i n e s ( 0 . 1 9 % ) , i n c l u d i n g 
gunpowder f o r f i r e w o r k s (Bacon invented e x p l o s i v e s ) the p o s s i b l e 
i n v e n t i o n of the compass and block p r i n t i n g (moveable type o r i g i n a t e d 
* 
i n Europe) and Chinese paper. Milestones of c i v i l i s a t i o n gave four 
chapters to the white dominions, but covered China i n j u s t over one 
page ( 0 . 5 3 % ) . She was not mentioned i n d i s c u s s i o n s of world 
p o l i t i c s , education, r e l i g i o n , t r a d e or towns, but her m i l i t a r i s m was 
s t r e s s e d , her t h r e a t to neighbours, and her w i l l i n g n e s s to wage war 
i n order to l o s e up to 300 m i l l i o n s u r p l u s population. The modern 
world thought China worthy of only 5 i pages (1.83%) and r e i t e r a t e d 
her i n t e r e s t i n world war. By c o n t r a s t , B r i t a i n enjoyed f i v e 
c h a p t e r s , and Europe twelve. 
* 
I t was noted t h a t the i n v e n t i o n s underpinning the modern world 
came from China or I n d i a . 
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Almost as unbalanced was May's Progress of man (1966) which, 
d e s p i t e r e f e r e n c e s to Chinese a g r i c u l t u r e , b l o c k - p r i n t i n g (dated i n 
the 13th century) and other s o c i o - c u l t u r a l matters, covered a l l such 
a s p e c t s i n no more than two pages (1 . 2 5 % ) . Chinese t e c h n o l o g i c a l , 
l i n g u i s t i c , l i t e r a r y and a r t i s t i c achievements were ignored ("almost 
a l l e a r l y d i s c o v e r i e s and i n v e n t i o n s were made i n the Middle 
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E a s t " ) . Moveable type and e x p l o s i v e s were invented i n Europe. 
P r i e s t l e y ' s four-volume The awakening world (1967) gave China a 
t o t a l of 18$ out of 875 pages (2.11%) and then p r i n c i p a l l y i n terms 
of o u t s i d e r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I n t e r n a l a f f a i r s were v i r t u a l l y f o r g o t t e n . 
The v i s i o n of freedom began w i t h the Macartney m i s s i o n , but f o l l o w i n g 
an admission t h a t "the s t o r y we w r i t e i s mainly concerned w i t h the 
peoples of western Europe ... other p a r t s . .. e n t e r ... only i n so 
f a r as they are n e c e s s a r y to ... t h a t s t o r y " , ^ the remainder was 
devoted to Europe and America, i n c l u d i n g an i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t 
p r i n t i n g , gunpowder and the compass were a l l invented i n Europe. The 
balance of power p o r t r a y e d western i n t e r v e n t i o n favourably, gave no 
domestic d e t a i l on China, and i d e n t i f i e d c h i n e s e n e s s with 
backwardness. The age of f e a r and hope, 1914-45 spared China only 
e i g h t pages (3.6%) and most of t h a t on japanese involvement. 
I n t e r n a l a f f a i r s were v i r t u a l l y ignored. Manchuria was i m p l i e d to be 
a s e p a r a t e s t a t e . 
Hardly l e s s e u r o c e n t r i s t was Bankart's two-volume World h i s t o r y 
i n p a r a l l e l (1967). Volume one, The world 1500-1800, gave only 1.81% 
to China, as a g a i n s t 53% on european domestic a f f a i r s . The t o t a l on 
the b r i t i s h t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y e q u a l l e d t h a t on China, and t h a t on 
b r i t i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y was t h r e e times g r e a t e r . Moreover, 
the coverage of China p r o g r e s s i v e l y reduced: h a l f a page on China i n 
1500; h a l f t h a t on 1600; s i x l i n e s on 1700 ( l e s s than A u s t r a l i a ) ; and 
two l i n e s on 1800. The world was t r e a t e d i n r e l a t i o n to european 
expansion. The voyages of d i s c o v e r y were e x c l u s i v e l y european: the 
Chinese voyages were unmentioned. The Chinese o r i g i n s of paper and 
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the mariners' compass ("not v e r y u s e f u l l y employed") were noted, 
but p r i n t i n g was a t t r i b u t e d to Europe. Three pages on 17th century 
China (but only i n r e s p e c t of european c o n t a c t s ) were s e t among 28 on 
the european r e n a i s s a n c e p e r i o d , 27 on domestic european events, 14 
on the age of reason, 21 on the i n d u s t r i a l and a g r a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n s 
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i n Europe, and 27 on the enlightenment to Napoleon. The world s i n c e 
1815 was s u p e r f i c i a l l y l e s s e u r o c e n t r i s t , w i t h 6.88% on China, 6.88% 
on South America, 5.73% on A f r i c a and 7.45% on Western A s i a . The 
p e r s p e c t i v e , however, was s t i l l european: "The unchanging E a s t was 
s t i l l unchanging except where european i n f l u e n c e had made i t s e l f 
6 7 
f e l t " . I n summaries, China i n 1815 enjoyed t h r e e l i n e s : A u s t r a l i a 
10. China i n 1875 r e c e i v e d 10 l i n e s : A u s t r a l a s i a 30. A 13$ page 
s e c t i o n on 19th and 20th century China i n c l u d e d f i v e pages on 
domestic a f f a i r s to 1949 and s i x on the communist r e v o l u t i o n and i t s 
consequences. B r i t i s h p a r l i a m e n t a r y democracy i n the same p e r i o d 
r e q u i r e d 14 pages. A chapter on 19th century n a t i o n a l i s m gave 20 
pages to Europe, h a l f a page to the r e s t of the world: China was 
ignored. 
I n a d d i t i o n to such g e n e r a l w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l approaches, 
numerous oth e r books, more s p e c i f i c i n content, have been found 
e q u a l l y wanting. Among b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s , f o r i n s t a n c e , Johnson's 
Who a r e they? (1952) i n c l u d e d d e t a i l on 948 p e r s o n a l i t i e s from world 
h i s t o r y , l i t e r a t u r e and legend: 924 were western, i n c l u d i n g U r i a h 
Heap, Sherlock Holmes, Robin Hood, J e k y l l and Hyde, John B u l l , 
M e r l i n , Santa C l a u s , the t h r e e wise men, Tom Thumb, the V i c a r of 
Bray, King Arthur, B u f f a l o B i l l , C a l i b a n , and Wenceslas. E i g h t 
e n g l i s h King Henrys were covered, 11 Edwards, s i x Georges, 21 P r i n c e s 
of Wales and 102 greek m y t h o l o g i c a l f i g u r e s . Hannibal merited h a l f a 
page, H i t l e r and Roosevelt r a t h e r more. The r e s t of the world's 24 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n c l u d e d Hiawatha, R a n j i t s i n , Sinbad the S a i l o r , and 
A l i Baba's s l a v e . Four were 'Chinese 1: Aladdin, K u b l a i Khan, Chiang 
Kai-shek, and Confucius. T h e i r t o t a l space b a r e l y exceeded t h a t of 
C e c i l Rhodes. 
S i x t i t l e s i l l u s t r a t e n e g l e c t of Chinese s c i e n t i f i c , 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l and c u l t u r a l achievement. Neurath and Lauwerys' F i r s t 
g r e a t i n v e n t i o n s (1952) allowed China h a l f a page (1.39%) and ignored 
68 
her p o t t e r y , t e x t i l e s and use of c o a l i n s e c t i o n s on those t o p i c s . 
E l l a c o t t ' s s t o r y of s h i p s (1958) gave China 5 l i n e s (0.15%) and 
69 
ignored the Ming ocean-going junks. Rush and O'Keefe's Weights and 
L i k e w i s e , Japan was given only two pages, and the Near to Middle 
E a s t only 10, and then only i n european p e r s p e c t i v e . Only Mogul 
I n d i a was c o n s i d e r e d p e r s e . 
215 
measures (1962) gave two l i n e s (0.05%) and excluded her from a l i s t 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l weights and measures . F y r t h and Goldsmith's 
S c i e n c e , h i s t o r y and technology (1965) allowed e i g h t l i n e s (0.08%) 
and ignored Chinese alchemy, astronomy, cartography, communications, 
c a n a l s , metals (except i r o n ) p o t t e r y , p o r c e l a i n , roads, s h i p s and 
t e x t i l e s . P r i n t i n g and paper were noted i n p a s s i n g . China was 
excluded from the index. Hanson and Wright's Dawn of s c i e n c e (1966) 
gave four l i n e s (0.16%) w i t h no r e f e r e n c e s i n c h a p t e r s on astronomy, 
l e v e r s , simple machines, i r r i g a t i o n , w i n d m i l l s , medicine and m i s s i l e s 
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( i n c l u d i n g bows and cannon). Downing's Stor y of language and 
w r i t i n g (1967) allowed only f i v e l i n e s (0.26%) to China. 
Books on e x p l o r a t i o n and d i s c o v e r y e x h i b i t comparable n e g l e c t . 
Neurath and Lauwerys 1 How the world was explored (1957) gave China 
1.5 pages (4.17%) but omitted her from s e c t i o n s on roads, e a r l y 
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e x p l o r e r s and n a v i g a t i o n s , and t e c h n i c a l i n n o v a t i o n . Barker and 
Hammer's Seeking new lands (1962) s t r e t c h e d to a q u a r t e r of a page 
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( 0 . 3 1 % ) . I t d e a l t s o l e l y w i t h Europeans. Wright's T r a v e l l e r s and 
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t h e i r quests (1966) ignored a l l Chinese t r a v e l l e r s . Crone and 
K e n d a l l ' s Voyages of d i s c o v e r y (1970) saw the t o p i c e u r o c e n t r i c a l l y , 
gave only four l i n e s to Chinese j o u r n e y s , excluded China from a 
s e c t i o n on medieval trade and a chapter on n a v i g a t i o n , and a t t r i b u t e d 
the rudder to the Arabs. Rowling's Everyday L i f e of medieval 
t r a v e l l e r s (1971) saw t r a v e l as a european phenomenon. 
Even books on Marco Polo cannot be r e l i e d upon to h i g h l i g h t 
China. Peach's Marco Polo (1962) gave only 25% of i t s pages to the 
Chinese a s p e c t s of the n a r r a t i v e , f a i l e d to r e f e r to Hangchow, and 
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l e f t c h i n a l a r g e l y blank i n i t s end-paper map. S i m i l a r l y , Graves' 
A world e x p l o r e r (1966) gave only 33% to China, o n e - t h i r d of t h a t 
padded w i t h un-chinese i l l u s t r a t i o n s . There was no mention of any of 
the s m a l l d e t a i l s , such as c o a l , noted by Polo (except paper money) 
or of h i s d e s c r i p t i o n s of Chinese p a l a c e s and c i t i e s . 
Other topic-books g i v i n g inadequate a t t e n t i o n to China i n c l u d e 
Duffy's The emancipation of women (1967) w i t h no r e f e r e n c e to the 
achievements s i n c e 1949; Wilmott's Fashion and d r e s s (1971); and 
s e v e r a l volumes of E. Cowie's L i v i n g through h i s t o r y (1967-9). The 
land spared 0.36% f o r China, excluding her from chapters on 'The 
f i r s t farmers', 'Gardens', and 'The s e a r c h f o r more l a n d ' . L e i s u r e 
began w i t h r e f e r e n c e s to Chinese f o o t b a l l (0.14%) but then focused 
almost e x c l u s i v e l y on B r i t a i n . T r a n s p o r t noted the s i l k road (0.13%) 
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but omitted China from 'Raiders and p i l g r i m s ' , 'Transport f o r t r a d e ' , 
and 'Canals'. Communication mentioned Chinese language, w r i t i n g and 
paper (0.41%) but excluded China from chapters on p r i n t i n g and 
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l i t e r a c y . Even the important B a t s f o r d World wide s e r i e s (1971) 
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under the g e n e r a l e d i t o r s h i p of J . L. Henderson has been found a t 
f a u l t . Gordon's World problems f o r i n s t a n c e , d e a l t w i t h such as 
conquest of d i s e a s e and hunger, c i t y l i f e , v i o l e n c e , water supply and 
Vietnam without r e c o g n i s i n g China. Johnson's D i s e a s e and medicine 
p l a c e d emphasis on Europe's c o n t r i b u t i o n , and excluded China from 
s e c t i o n s on e a r l y medicine and community h e a l t h . P. Henderson's 
World poverty mentioned China once (0.01%) but ignored her i n 
s e c t i o n s on p o p u l a t i o n , i l l i t e r a c y , education, i n t e r m e d i a t e 
technology, a g r i c u l t u r a l development and i r r i g a t i o n , and the 
m o b i l i s a t i o n of people to t a c k l e problems. Burnham's Race gave only 
0.16% to the Chinese (plus a p i c t u r e ) . Most conspicuous i s Palmer's 
C i t i e s , which covered Chinese u r b a n i s a t i o n i n 15 l i n e s (0.39%) and 
* 
recognised no Chinese c i t i e s other than Peking and Shanghai. There 
were, however, 60 r e f e r e n c e s to London, w i t h nine p i c t u r e s , 24 to 16 
other b r i t i s h towns, 40 to New York, 51 to other U.S. towns, and 109 
t o european towns. 
Many books c o n c e n t r a t i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y on modern, e s p e c i a l l y 
r e c e n t h i s t o r y have l i k e w i s e o f f e r e d a t b e s t a sketchy impression of 
China's w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance. Blount's The l a s t 100 y e a r s , 
f o r i n s t a n c e (1956) spared her two pages (1 . 2 5 % ) . Though th e r e was 
b r i e f mention of the e a r l y r e p u b l i c a n y e a r s and the japanese i n v a s i o n 
of 1931, the l a t e r i n v a s i o n of the mainland and China's war-time r o l e 
were ignored. Communism was t r e a t e d i n t h r e e l i n e s : Mao was omitted. 
77 
Of 162 "more important events" l i s t e d , only two were Chinese. 
S i m i l a r l y , Wales' World a f f a i r s s i n c e 1919 (1958) devoted below two 
pages (0.79%) to China and excluded Mao from the communist 
r e v o l u t i o n ' s four l i n e s . Gould and Thompson's A S c o t t i s h h i s t o r y f o r 
today, Book 2 (1958) covered Chinese h i s t o r y from 1900 to 1937 i n 18 
l i n e s ( 0 . 2 1 % ) . Another S c o t t i s h textbook, Hunter's Modern times 
(1960) gave two l i n e s (0.02%) to the war a g a i n s t Japan, but otherwise 
t o t a l l y excluded a l l Chinese persons and events. Using the 
* 
E i g h t o t h e r s had p o p u l a t i o n s exceeding two m i l l i o n when Palmer's 
book was p u b l i s h e d . (See Times A t l a s of the World, 1968, p l a t e s 
6,17) . 
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same t i t l e , Macphail (1961) allowed China one page (0.23%) h a l f of 
which r e p r e s e n t e d a map of japanese advances. I n t e r n a l events were 
* 
ignored. A u l t and Workman's Present s t o r y (1966) claimed to cover 
20th century world h i s t o r y f o r j u n i o r s , but d i d so w i t h only 1.18% of 
i t s pages on China, one page of t h a t being p i c t u r e s . Strong's S t o r y 
of the 20th century (1966) followed the p a t t e r n of p a r t n e r volumes. 
China occupied 0.78% (as a g a i n s t 4.49% to B r i t a i n s i n c e 1945). 
N e i t h e r the 1937 i n v a s i o n nor the subsequent war were i n c l u d e d . 
China was excluded from 'World T r a n s p o r t 1 , 'World communications', 
'Food and p o p u l a t i o n ' , 'Science and h e a l t h ' , and 'The atom and the 
r o c k e t ' . 'The world a f t e r the war', other than h a l f a page on I n d i a , 
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was e x c l u s i v e l y european. E l l i o t t ' s R e s t l e s s world: 1913 to the 
p r e s e n t (1966) gave 0.78% to a s k e t c h of China 1912 to 1964. Over 
10% focused on B r i t a i n a f t e r the two wars. China was omitted from 
chapt e r s c o v e r i n g between the wars and the second world war. A 
t i m e - c h a r t excluded the 1949 r e v o l u t i o n , and a l i s t of 119 main 
** 
events and people i n c l u d e d only s i x from China. Waldie's World a t 
l a r g e (1969) gave 4.66% to China. That i n c l u d e d , however, 
suggestions t h a t Manchuria had been non-chinese; t h a t T i b e t was 
intended as a "springboard f o r a t t a c k " i n t o I n d i a ; t h a t China was a 
"huge dragon"; and t h a t "no country i n the F a r E a s t could f e e l s a f e 
from i t s f i e r y b r e a t h " . Over 20 maps showed China as a t h r e a t to the 
79 
r e g i o n . I n t e r n a l developments were ignored. 
E q u i v a l e n t n e g l e c t i s shown i n books on s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s of 
r e c e n t h i s t o r y . C h u r c h i l l ' s Second world war: The school e d i t i o n 
(1960) covered events i n China i n e i g h t l i n e s ( 0 . 0 6 % ) . Heater's The 
c o l d war (1965) gave t h r e e pages (3.75%) to China and excluded the 
1949 r e v o l u t i o n from a 'cold war temperature c h a r t ' . Thome's 
Ideology and power: s t u d i e s i n major i d e a s and events of the 20th 
century (1965) covered China i n 0.17% of i t s pages. The t o p i c was 
i n t e r p r e t e d i n european terms. G i l b e r t ' s Second world war (1970) 
r e l a t e d the Chinese r o l e i n 20 l i n e s ( 0 . 4 6 % ) . Chiang was ignored, as 
P r e f a c e s t a t e d emphasis on the West 
** 
P o p u l a r i t y shown by t h r e e more impressions and a r e v i s e d e d i t i o n 
w i t h i n 8 months. 
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was the communist g u e r i l l a war. The post-1937 war was only b r i e f l y 
noted and 'the hump' fo r g o t t e n , as was Chinese p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
a l l i e d p l a n n i n g . China was not indexed. B u l l o c k ' s F o r t y y e a r s of 
c o n f l i c t , 1904-45 (1970) opened w i t h Japan and China. I n l a t e r 
decades, however, only japanese advances were d e s c r i b e d . Opposition 
was p o r t r a y e d as s o l e l y i n american hands. China occupied 1.95% of 
the book. Neal's People i n r e v o l t 1770 to the p r e s e n t (1970) gave 
four pages (10%) to China. The 1937 i n v a s i o n and subsequent events 
were excluded, as was the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . Chinese f o r e i g n 
80* 
p o l i c y was seen as r e f l e c t i n g " a g g r e s s i v e t e n d e n c i e s " . L o v e l l ' s 
Changes i n 20th century l i f e caused by a p p l i e d s c i e n c e (1970) 
r e s e r v e d nine l i n e s (0.19%) f o r China. A study of opening-up remote 
ar e a s excluded Szechwan and Mongolia. Another on o i l - r e s o u r c e 
development ignored China. Reference to wartime c a s u a l t i e s passed 
over China's s i x m i l l i o n p l u s . Chinese achievements i n a g r i c u l t u r e , 
i r r i g a t i o n , power, m i n e r a l s , metals, h e a l t h and w e l f a r e were a l l 
ignored. L a s t l y , Smith's 1000 makers of the 20th century (1971) has 
been analysed. Of the thousand, only four were Chinese. Those 
omitted i n c l u d e d not only modern a r t i s t s such as A i Chung-hsiu, 
s c i e n t i s t s such as the n u c l e a r p h y s i c i s t T s i e n S a n - t s i a n g , engineers 
** 
such as Chan Tien-yu, and w r i t e r s such as Hu S h i h , but a l s o major 
p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s such as Yuan S h i h - k ' a i , Ch'en Tu- h s i u , Chu Teh and 
L i n Piao. 
A f i n a l group of books whose imbalance appears l i k e l y to have 
given c h i l d r e n a d i s t o r t e d p e r c e p t i o n of world h i s t o r y c o n s i s t s of 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s e s . Sellman's Students' a t l a s of modern h i s t o r y 
(1952) a t no p o i n t admitted c o n c e n t r a t i o n on Europe, but i n c l u d e d 66 
maps of Europe and european c o u n t r i e s and 15 of B r i t a i n . The one map 
of China showed 'The opening of the China t r a d e ' . On a P a c i f i c map, 
81 
only Hong Kong was d e t a i l e d i n China. P h i l i p s i n t e r m e d i a t e 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (19th. edn., 1960) showed l i t t l e improvement over 
* 
There were a l s o s e v e r a l i n a c c u r a c i e s . 
** 
B u i l d e r of the Peking-Mongolia r a i l w a y , 1905. 
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the f i r s t e d i t i o n (1921) save f o r two new world maps. There was no 
map of China per s e . I t s e x i s t e n c e was recognised only i n a s m a l l 
map of K u b l a i Khan's A s i a , s i x world maps (one showing 'Manchukuo' as 
a separate s t a t e ) a map of european domination i n A s i a and another of 
the F a r E a s t i n 1960. There were 32 european maps, 11 b r i t i s h and 16 
ot h e r s of America, I n d i a , A f r i c a and Western A s i a . Treharne's 
P h i l i p s a t l a s of modern h i s t o r y (1964) prepared l i k e o t h e r s under the 
d i r e c t i o n o f the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n c l u d e d 43 european maps, 7 
b r i t i s h , seven of A u s t r a l a s i a and 36 of other world r e g i o n s . China 
was shown i n p a r t on t h r e e maps of R u s s i a and two r e g i o n a l maps. 
They i n c l u d e d the t r e a t y p o r t s and c h r i s t i a n s e t t l e m e n t s , p l u s some 
d e t a i l of s o u t h - e a s t e r n China, but nothing west of Chengtu, and no 
information on Chinese i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y . There was again no map of 
China per s e . E q u a l l y u n s a t i s f a c t o r y are the two volumes of Muir's 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s e d i t e d by Treharne and F u l l a r d . Medieval and modern 
(1969) i n c l u d e d 81 maps of Europe and i t s members p l u s 24 of B r i t a i n 
per se and 32 of world a r e a s other than E a s t A s i a . China was shown 
on the 11 world maps and on seven r e g i o n a l maps. There was no map of 
A s i a i n i t s own r i g h t u n t i l page 91, which i n any case omitted a l l 
** 
China's p r o v i n c e s and the i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l f l u x 1911 to 1949. 
Ancient and c l a s s i c a l (1963) i n c l u d e d B r i t a i n on e i g h t of i t s 32 
maps, one a f u l l - p a g e map of Roman B r i t a i n per se. China was shown 
*** 
one two world maps. There was no map of China per se. Again, 
Brampton's H i s t o r y t e a c h i n g a t l a s (1964) w h i l s t b e t t e r than the 
P h i l i p s p roductions, o f f e r s evidence as to the p e r s i s t e n t l y l i m i t e d 
p e r s p e c t i v e s of s c h o o l h i s t o r y i n B r i t a i n . Of i t s 214 maps, 90 
r e f e r r e d to european c o u n t r i e s and 40 to B r i t a i n . Three, comprising 
one page, were devoted to China. A f o u r t h map was contained i n a 
* 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d as P h i l i p s j u n i o r h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1921) , 
c o n t a i n i n g 35 maps of Europe and B r i t a i n , but none of China gave 
on 5 world maps and on one of E u r a s i a . E d i t i o n s of 1926 (3rd) 
1939 (10th) 1947 (11th) 1957 (17th) and 1959 (18th) have been 
s t u d i e d : none i n c l u d e d a map of China. (Only the 1960 e d i t i o n 
i n c l u d e d i n the q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s ) . T h i s a t l a s a l s o c l o s e l y 
resembled the P h i l i p s primary h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1933) . (See 
supra, p. 192). 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1911. T h i s 1969 11th e d i t i o n not i n c l u d e d i n 
q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
*** F i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1938. T h i s 1963 6th e d i t i o n not in c l u d e d i n 
q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s 
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supplement of post-1945 events, whose t e x t f a i l e d to mention Mao. 
Davey's three-volume H i s t o r y through maps and diagrams (1965) nowhere 
s t a t e d a s p e c i a l focus on B r i t a i n , but the t e r m i n a l dates of each 
volume (1485, 1714, the p r e s e n t ) r e v e a l the e t h n o c e n t r i c i t y . Volume 
one gave a u s e f u l h a l f page to e a r l y China, but volumes two and t h r e e 
a t o t a l of one l i n e . The l a t t e r excluded China from the f i r s t and 
second world wars and i n t e r - w a r y e a r s , other than a r e f e r e n c e to 
Japan's l e a v i n g the League. The c i v i l war and japanese i n v a s i o n s 
were ignored, but the r o y a l Christmas Day b r o a d c a s t s and the Empire 
E x h i b i t i o n merited a paragraph each, and r o y a l t o u r s of the 
Commonwealth f i v e paragraphs. Cave and T r i n d e r ' s Pergamon g e n e r a l 
h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1970) was l i t t l e b e t t e r . The a n c i e n t world was 
seen i n european terms, and f o r the whole span of h i s t o r y t h e r e were 
only t h r e e maps of South and E a s t A s i a . The e d i t o r s openly admitted 
to i n c l u d i n g only "a few maps of A s i a , A f r i c a and America as they 
8 2 
were a f f e c t e d ... by european expansion". There were 28 european 
maps (19 i n c l u d i n g B r i t a i n ) and 30 of B r i t a i n per se. There was no 
* * 
e q u i v a l e n t map of China. Boyd's A t l a s of world a f f a i r s (1970) gave 
some space (about 6%) to China: but s i n c e the aim was to p o r t r a y 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l disagreement, and modern China has i n h e r i t e d s e v e r a l 
border problems, she emerged as a t h r e a t e n i n g element (coloured 
*** 
b l a c k ) . F i n a l l y , s e r i o u s r e s e r v a t i o n s may be expressed even 
concerning McEvedy's A t l a s of world h i s t o r y (1970-73). Volume one, 
From the beginning to Alexander the Great gave two pages (3.12%) to 
**** 
China. By c o n t r a s t , however, t h e r e were s i x on Mesopotamia and 
16 (25%) on Greece. Volume two, The c l a s s i c a l world, gave f i v e 
**** 
pages (8.59%) to China. * On the other hand, Rome took up 33 pages 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1938, the a t l a s had gone through 25 impressions 
by 1964. Attempts had been made to improve the 'Chinese' 
content over the y e a r s , but never more than p e r i p h e r a l l y , and a t 
times i n c o r r e c t l y . The 1952 impression d e s c r i b e d Chiang as "the 
p r e s e n t r u l e r of China" whose "enemy i s Japan". The 1958 
impression saw him as the founder of the KMT and quoted o b s o l e t e 
economic s t a t i s t i c s . (12th impression p. 42, 18th impression p. 
48) . 
Nor of South America. 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1957, i t enjoyed 7 r e p r i n t s by 1970. 
And two to I n d i a . 
**** 
* And 1.25 to I n d i a . 
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(51.56%). The Greeks were d e s c r i b e d as "the p a c e - s e t t e r s of 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " : the pre-Han Chinese as " q u a r r e l l i n g kingdoms ... i n 
i s o l a t i o n from the r e s t of the c i v i l i s e d world ... doing t h e i r own 
83 
t h i n g , a t t h i s stage mostly a matter of f i g h t i n g each o t h e r " . That 
a p e r i o d of such s i g n i f i c a n c e to the development of philosophy, 
s c i e n c e and technology could be so d i s m i s s e d , i n a book i s s u e d 19 
ye a r s a f t e r the f i r s t volume of Needham's Sc i e n c e and C i v i l i s a t i o n i n 
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China , made a t r a v e s t y of the education of c h i l d r e n towards 
balanced h i s t o r i c a l understandings. I t u n d e r l i n e d , as c l e a r l y as any 
example quoted, the l a c k of thorough-going change of a t t i t u d e towards 
the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance of China among p u b l i s h e r s and authors 
* 
of b r i t i s h school-books, even by the t u r n of the 1970s. 
B. 1972-83 
Even i n the most r e c e n t of the four sub-periods, only modest 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s to the g e n e r a l p a t t e r n of n e g l e c t of Chinese h i s t o r y 
have been noted. 
What i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t has been evinced i s found p r i m a r i l y i n 
the growing number of books c l a i m i n g a world h i s t o r y p e r s p e c t i v e . 
Troughton and Cook's two-volume Documents on world h i s t o r y (1976) f o r 
i n s t a n c e , concentrated on China i n nine of i t s 19 items. 
Richardson's B r i t a i n , Europe and the modern world (1977) i n c l u d e d a 
balanced account of r e c e n t Chinese h i s t o r y , making use of Chinese 
so u r c e s . Her r e v o l u t i o n , "an o u t s t a n d i n g l y dramatic s t o r y " , was 
a s s e s s e d f o r secondary p u p i l s as "of g r e a t e r s i g n i f i c a n c e and even 
more f a r - r e a c h i n g i n i t s human consequences than (those) i n France 
85 
and R u s s i a " . Focus upon the normality of Chinese l i f e was a l s o 
attempted. Ward's World powers i n the 20th century (1978) p u b l i s h e d 
i n support of the BBC s e r i e s , conveyed a c c u r a t e understanding of 
modern China's importance, a l l o c a t i n g 22.29% of i t s pages to the 
s u b j e c t . Other v a l u a b l e sketches of r e c e n t Chinese h i s t o r y i n an 
i n t e g r a t e d w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e have been found i n Booth's Our world 
today (1977); Moss's Modern world h i s t o r y (1978); Rundle's 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s 1890-1939 (1979); E l l i o t t ' s 20th century times 
(1979); M a r t e l l ' s 20th century world (1980); Poulton's H i s t o r y of the 
modern world (1981); and N e v i l l e ' s World h i s t o r y 1914-80 (1982). * T h i s second volume p u b l i s h e d 1973, but i n c l u d e d i n the t h i r d 
sub-period to r e t a i n the connection w i t h i t s s i s t e r - v o l u m e . 
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Attempts to s e t Chinese h i s t o r y i n t r u e w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e have a l s o been found i n a l i m i t e d number of topic-books. 
For j u n i o r c h i l d r e n , Whitlock's My world of the p a s t (1975) gave 
roughly e q u i v a l e n t treatment to a n c i e n t Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, 
Rome, I n d i a , America and China, i n c l u d i n g a t t e n t i o n to Chinese 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements and p o i n t i n g out the Chinese o r i g i n s of 
s i l k , gunpowder and p r i n t i n g . S i m i l a r balance was shown i n Gibson's 
D i s c o v e r i n g the a n c i e n t p a s t (1976). Garden's L i f e B.C. (1980) gave 
a v a l u a b l e o u t l i n e of China from Shang to Han. Even i n books w i t h 
western p e r s p e c t i v e such as F r y ' s The roman world (1980) and 
M i l l a r d ' s B a r b a r i a n i n v a d e r s (1980) some b r i e f coverage of China was 
essayed, the l a t t e r s t r e s s i n g t h a t "Chinese c u l t u r e spread throughout 
. .. 86 
e a s t e r n A s i a " . At the secondary l e v e l , Zee's D i c t a t o r s h i p s (1974) 
P r a t t ' s R e v o l u t i o n s (1975) and two volumes of C a i r n s ' I n t r o d u c t i o n to 
the h i s t o r y of Mankind, Europe f i n d s the world (1973) and Europe 
round the world (1981) contained u s e f u l m a t e r i a l , though from a 
european p e r s p e c t i v e i n the l a t t e r two c a s e s . I n a d d i t i o n , an 
expanded coverage of China, as a g a i n s t s i m i l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s , was 
attempted i n Moore's outstanding Newnes h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s (1983). 
S u r p a s s i n g a l l r e c e n t schoolbooks i n the q u a l i t y of i t s 
treatment of China i n w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e , however, i s Roberts' e i g h t 
volume I l l u s t r a t e d world h i s t o r y (1980-81) w i t h i t s important 
ecumenical view of the growth of world c i v i l i s a t i o n from e a r l i e s t 
times to the p r e s e n t . 
I t should be emphasised, n o n e t h e l e s s , t h a t the t i t l e s noted 
above r e p r e s e n t only 29 of the 217 s c r u t i n i s e d from the p e r i o d 
1972-83. A l l the remaining 188 are considered s e r i o u s l y inadequate 
i n t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n . 
Moreover, even the 29 may not i n most c a s e s be regarded as above 
c r i t i c i s m . Wroughton and Cook allowed China only 7.42% of t h e i r 
coverage of world h i s t o r y . Richardson gave 7.45%, Moss 8.59%, Rundle 
9.57%, E l l i o t t 9.21% (42% to Europe) M a r t e l l 5.36% (10.3% to B r i t a i n , 
36.5% to Europe) Poulton 7.5%, N e v i l l e 6.3%, Whitlock 9.68%, Gibson 
8.46%, Garden 8.11%, F r y and M i l l a r d 8.7%, C a i r n s 5.21 and 7.29% and 
Moore 9.09%. The only authors a l l o c a t i n g over 10% to coverage of 
China were Booth (10.67%) Zee (14.67%) P r a t t (17.5) and Ward (22.29). 
Even Roberts f e l t j u s t i f i e d i n summarising Chinese h i s t o r y and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i n only 50 of h i s work's 1024 pages ( 4 . 8 8 % ) . 
Coverage i n a l l other books s t u d i e d has been n o t i c e a b l y s p a r s e . 
Books whose t i t l e s c l e a r l y s p e c i f y world p e r s p e c t i v e s o f f e r numerous 
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examples. For i n s t a n c e , Cootes and S n e l l g r o v e ' s five-volume Longmans 
secondary h i s t o r i e s (1968-72) apportioned China only 26 of 1347 pages 
( 1 . 9 7 % ) . The whole of Chinese h i s t o r y between a n c i e n t and r e c e n t 
times was scanned i n f i v e l i n e s . D a r v i l l and S t i r l i n g ' s five-volume 
B r i t a i n and the world (1970-79) covered China i n only 0.29% of i t s 
pages: t h r e e of the f i v e excluded her completely, i n c l u d i n g i n a 
chapter on 'The f i r s t c i v i l i s a t i o n s ' . P i t c h e r and H a r r i s allowed her 
3.51% of t h e i r three-volume The developing world (1969-72). I n the 
same s e r i e s , Watson (1975) thought 0.06% a p p r o p r i a t e , w h i l s t even on 
the 20th century O'Callaghan (1981) allowed only 4.69%. E l l i o t t and 
Holmes covered China's c o n t r i b u t i o n to World s o c i e t y i n the 20th 
century (1973) i n 13 out of 365 pages ( 3 . 5 6 % ) . She was excluded from 
ch a p t e r s on c i t i e s , s o c i a l w e l f a r e , h e a l t h and medicine, population, 
and a g r i c u l t u r e (besides the index) and p o r t r a y e d l a r g e l y i n terms of 
t h r e a t , plague, c o o l i e s and r e v o l u t i o n . L a r k i n ' s Medieval world 
(1974) reached to China i n only 3.17% of i t s pages. Bareham's 
Changing world h i s t o r y : New h o r i z o n s (two volumes, 1974, 1976) gave 
China 14.25 of i t s 363 pages (3.92%) and B r i t a i n 38 (10.47%). The 
r u s s i a n r e v o l u t i o n merited 10 pages: the Chinese two. Post-war 
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B r i t a i n needed 9 pages: post-war China two. Browne's two-volume 
World h i s t o r y (1974,1977) was e u r o c e n t r i c i n emphasis: China was 
given 28 pages ( 5 . 4 7 % ) . Witcombe's B r i t a i n , Europe and the world 
1485-1713 (1974) and Symonds' B r i t a i n , Europe and the world 1714-1848 
(1975) gave China 0.38% and 0.94% r e s p e c t i v e l y . O'Brien's six-volume 
B r i t a i n and the 20th century world (1975) gave the whole of E a s t A s i a 
below o n e - t h i r d of a page ( 0 . 1 4 % ) . Four volumes f a i l e d even to 
r e c o g n i s e China. Munby's Concise encyclopaedia of world h i s t o r y 
(1977) covered the Chinese r o l e i n 3.94% of i t s pages. Of 31 'great 
names' l i s t e d , only f i v e were A s i a n s , and only two Chinese. By 
i m p l i c a t i o n , the world war i n A s i a s t a r t e d i n 1941. Reid's P i c t u r e 
panorama of world b u i l d i n g (1977) allowed Chinese b u i l d i n g s only s i x 
pages ( 2 . 2 7 % ) . Peacock's Europe and beyond, 1870-1976 (1977) 
i n c l u d e d only four pages on China ( 0 . 9 4 % ) . A l l r e f e r e n c e s to her 
were i n terms of c r i s i s , l a r g e l y i n r e l a t i o n to the f o r e i g n p o l i c i e s 
of o t h e r s . Hardman allowed China 1.56% of h i s two-volume B r i t a i n i n 
the modern world(1977-8). B r o s t e r and Jones considered 4.54% of 
* Of the f i v e volumes, one was c l e a r l y on B r i t a i n . The other 
four, however, suggested a w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e . 
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t h e i r R e v i s i o n notes f o r '0' l e v e l and CSE 20th century world h i s t o r y 
(1978) adequate. Tucker advanced an i n t e r e s t i n g world p e r s p e c t i v e , 
but gave China only 5.49% of World a f f a i r s i n the 20th century 
(1979) . J.M. Jamieson covered China's p l a c e i n The a n c i e n t world 
(1979) i n two pages (6.25%) a t the end of the book, w h i l s t A. 
Jamieson t r e a t e d her r o l e i n 20th century world h i s t o r y (two volumes 
1979) i n 9.75 pages ( 5 . 0 8 % ) . By c o n t r a s t , Europe occupied 89 pages 
(46%) and B r i t a i n 17 (9%) . A l l the coverage of the f i r s t world war 
and t h r e e - q u a r t e r s of the second were given over to Europe. 
Howarth's 20th century h i s t o r y (1979) c o n s i d e r e d China i n 13.25 pages 
(4.25%) and B r i t a i n i n 21 ( 7 % ) . Of 46 pages on the second world war, 
42 d e a l t w i t h Europe. L i n d s a y ' s Europe and the world (1979) covered 
the h i s t o r y of modern China i n one page ( 0 . 2 8 % ) . Rayner, S t a p l e y and 
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Watson, " c h i e f examiners w i t h e x t e n s i v e experience", emphasised 
Europe's r o l e i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s s i n c e 1919 (1980) and 
apparently considered China adequately covered i n t h e i r GCE/CSE 
'crammer' i n 4.75 pages ( 7 . 4 2 % ) . Cornwell gave China 38 pages 
(6.71%) i n h i s World h i s t o r y i n the 20th century (1980). The f i r s t 
131 pages were on Europe: China was not introduced u n t i l page 421. 
Middleton allowed her seven pages (5.47%) of h i s B r i t a i n and the 
world s i n c e 1750 (1982). 
The outstanding example of n e g l e c t of China i n 'world h i s t o r y ' 
books, however, i s found i n the five-volume s e r i e s e d i t e d by J.A.P. 
Jones, H i s t o r y i n the making (1979-80). I n volume one, The a n c i e n t 
world, M. Roberts allowed China only 2.79% of h i s pages, as a g a i n s t 
43% on the greco-roman world, i n c l u d i n g 5.36% on Roman B r i t a i n . I n 
The medieval world, Jones h i m s e l f t o t a l l y ignored China, o m i t t i n g her 
from a map of medieval t r a d e r o u t e s and not mentioning her even i n 
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the context of the Polos, who merely "went even f a r t h e r a f i e l d " . 
I n The e a r l y modern world, Jones allowed China only 0.75 of a page 
(0.33%) and then only i n the context of western expansion. B r i t a i n 
occupied 109 pages (48%) i n c l u d i n g coverage of a l l the Tudor and 
S t u a r t r u l e r s . I n the f o u r t h volume, B r i t a i n , Europe and beyond, 
Di c k i n s o n covered China from 1700 to 1900 i n 0.25 of a page ( 0 . 1 1 % ) . 
Japan, by c o n t r a s t , r e c e i v e d 11 pages (4.9%) and B r i t a i n 114 (51%) . 
Even i n The 20th century, Hamer f e l t j u s t i f i e d i n r e l a t i n g the 
Chinese c o n t r i b u t i o n i n only 11 of h i s 255 pages (4.31%) w i t h almost 
no d e t a i l on communist China. By c o n t r a s t , B r i t a i n r e q u i r e d 54 pages 
* Though w i t h some i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l . 
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(21.18%). Thus, i n a t o t a l of 1,151 pages on world h i s t o r y from 
e a r l i e s t times to the p r e s e n t , and i n a s e r i e s p u b l i s h e d i n 1979, 
Chinese h i s t o r y occupied only 18.25 pages (1.58%) a g a i n s t b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y ' s 412 pages (35.79%). The e f f e c t s upon b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n ' s 
a t t i t u d e s to the p a t t e r n of world h i s t o r y , and the r e s p e c t i v e p l a c e s 
of v a r i o u s peoples i n t h a t p a t t e r n , can only be surmised. 
Neglect has a l s o been found i n a number of books not 
s p e c i f i c a l l y c l a i m i n g w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e s , but whose t i t l e s imply 
broader h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t . 
On e a r l i e r h i s t o r y , Megaw and Jones' The dawn of man (1972) 
d i s p l a y e d almost t o t a l unawareness of the important archaeology of 
p a l a e o l i t h i c and n e o l i t h i c c u l t u r e s i n China (0.39% of the book) and 
excluded China from a s e c t i o n on e a r l y a s i a n h o r t i c u l t u r e . C a i r n s ' 
I n t r o d u c t i o n to the h i s t o r y of mankind: The middle ages (1972) 
allowed China 0.01%. Goff's Archaeology (1973) ran to 4.17%. 
Higham's I n t r o d u c t i o n to the h i s t o r y of mankind; L i f e i n the o l d 
stone age (1979) concentrated upon Europe and covered China i n 0.15 
pages ( 0 . 3 1 % ) . N i c h o l ' s E a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s (1982) focused p r i m a r i l y 
on B r i t a i n and the Near E a s t : China merited 0.25 pages ( 0 . 5 2 % ) . 
On modern h i s t o r y , L.W. Cowie's From the i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n 
to modern times (1973) gave 77.48% of i t s pages to B r i t a i n and 0.66% 
to China. Japanese a t t a c k s on China i n the 1930s were ignored. Mao 
was given one l i n e . K e t e l b y ' s H i s t o r y of modern times from 1789 
(1973) gave 36 pages to China (4.96%) but only i n r e s p e c t of western 
i n t e r e s t s . L i t t l e i n t e r e s t was shown i n China per se: Chiang was 
given h a l f a l i n e , and other than s i x b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s China was not 
mentioned i n d e t a i l before page 549. The 1973 e d i t i o n i n c l u d e d a 
new s e c t i o n on China s i n c e 1945 - a l i t t l e over two pages, w i t h 10 
l i n e s on the c i v i l war. Duffy's The 20th century (1974) a t no p o i n t 
r e p r e s e n t e d China as other than p e r i p h e r a l : she merited 10 pages i n 
t o t a l ( 1 . 2 1 % ) . 
Among t o p i c books many examples might be c i t e d . Unstead's 
Houses (1972) was almost e x c l u s i v e l y on B r i t a i n . H a r r i s o n ' s The 
K i t c h e n i n h i s t o r y (1972) had s i m i l a r l y l i m i t e d content. Cooper's 
World-wide: The n u c l e a r age (1972) p o r t r a y e d China i n t h r e a t e n i n g 
terms, and i n only 1.04% of i t s pages. I n Waddington's World-Wide: 
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The f a m i l y (1974) the Chinese f a m i l y merited one l i n e ( 0 . 0 2 % ) . 
Wood's I n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n (1973) r e p r e s e n t e d the t o p i c as a l a r g e l y 
* There had been 5 e d i t i o n s and 17 r e p r i n t s s i n c e 1929. 
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western phenomenon, and d e s c r i b e d Chinese i n d u s t r y i n h a l f a page 
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( 0 . 6 8 % ) . Mortimore's Second world war (1974) covered China's 
c o n t r i b u t i o n i n two l i n e s (0.07%) and the t o t a l war i n A s i a i n only 
13 pages ( 1 8 % ) . Reynoldson's War i n the F a r E a s t (1982) gave but one 
l i n e (0.03%) to China and ignored japanese p e n e t r a t i o n of the 
mainland. B a i l e y and Wise's Voyages and d i s c o v e r e r s (1974) ignored 
a l l Chinese examples. L a r k i n ' s Age of d i s c o v e r y (1976) was again 
e x c l u s i v e l y european i n focus and claimed p r i n t i n g as a german 
i n v e n t i o n . S y l v e s t e r ' s S t o r y of medicine (1975) was mainly on 
B r i t a i n and Europe (0.98% to China) ignored e a r l y Chinese h o s p i t a l s , 
p u b l i c h e a l t h , pharmacology and medical t r a i n i n g , and suggested 
e a r l y knowledge of b l o o d - c i r c u l a t i o n was confined to Europe. 
Gibson's The communist b l o c (1979) t r e a t e d the Chinese segment i n 
four pages ( 4 . 2 1 % ) . S c o t t ' s C i t i z e n s h i p (1979) gave 79% of i t s space 
to B r i t a i n and only 5.9% to world problems, i n c l u d i n g two l i n e s 
(0.04%) to China. 
I n the same category may be noted such as Moore' s S t o r i e s of 
s c i e n c e and i n v e n t i o n (1972) which focused s o l e l y on Europe, claimed 
the ' f i r s t g r e a t d o c t o r s ' to be Greeks and Romans, s t a t e d e x p l o s i v e s 
to have been invented i n England, and covered Chinese technology and 
s c i e n c e i n seven l i n e s ( 0 . 1 8 % ) . S a l t and S i n c l a i r ' s Great L i v e s 
* 
(1975) claimed to be "a genuine encyclopaedia ... comprehensive 
92 
... (covering) an immense f i e l d of h i s t o r y " . Of i t s 670 s u b j e c t s , 
however, 304 were B r i t i s h ( i n c l u d i n g h a l f a page each on Dick 
Whittington and Sarah Siddons and two each on such as F l o r e n c e 
N i g h t i n g a l e and Edmund Kean) and 295 Europeans. Twenty-three were 
Americans, 23 Near and Middle E a s t e r n e r s , 8 A f r i c a n s (of whom four 
were Pharaohs and t h r e e w h i t e s , i n c l u d i n g ' P r e s t e r John') and 11 
A s i a n s . Of the l a t t e r , t h r e e were Chinese, occupying j o i n t l y 3.75 
pages ( 0 . 7 6 % ) . The n i n t h e d i t i o n of Shepherd's h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s 
** 
(1974) contained 146 maps of Europe, 21 of B r i t a i n , but none of 
China per se. She was i n c l u d e d i n 15 world or a s i a n maps, 
approximately 1.55% of the book. Macmillan's Our world w a l l c h a r t s : 
*** 
E x p l o r e r s ; I n v e n t i o n s ; and D i s c o v e r i e s (1977-9) excluded China 
* 
F i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1953, i t ran to two e d i t i o n s and s i x r e p r i n t s , 
w i t h "new m a t e r i a l " , by 1975. 
** 
A U.S. a t l a s , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1929, a l l e d i t i o n s were a l s o 
d i s t r i b u t e d i n B r i t a i n . *** Not i n c l u d e d i n q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s . 
227 
from c h a r t s on 'Transport', 'Sea T r a n s p o r t ' , 'Water', 'Farming', 
' I n d u s t r y 1 , and ' P r i n t i n g ' . L a s t l y , Catchpole's Map h i s t o r y of our 
own times (1983) d e s p i t e a v a l u a b l e w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e , i n c l u d e d China 
on only four of i t s 148 maps (approximately 2.7%). 
A l l the above a t l e a s t mentioned China. Many books, however, 
have continued the p r a c t i c e noted s i n c e the beginning of the century 
of f a i l i n g even to r e c o g n i s e her e x i s t e n c e , though without c l e a r l y 
s p e c i f y i n g to c h i l d r e n any pre-determined l i m i t a t i o n s of h i s t o r i c a l 
coverage. For i n s t a n c e , Leighton's Coins and tokens (1972) was 
mainly on B r i t a i n , w i t h a few r e f e r e n c e s to Europe. The important 
Chinese exchange h i s t o r y was ignored. Grant's H i s t o r y a l i v e l i v e s 
( three volumes 1972) covered 24 s u b j e c t s - a l l B r i t o n s . S a l t and 
P u r n e l l ' s E a r l y man to norman times and The middle ages (1973) were 
mainly on B r i t a i n . China was omitted from e a r l y c i v i l i s a t i o n s . Of 
40 examples i n L e a c r o f t ' s The b u i l d i n g s of a n c i e n t man (1973) 21 were 
b r i t i s h , none Chinese. Grant's Ancient h i s t o r y a t l a s (1974) was 
* 
devoted to the c l a s s i c a l West: China was ignored. Ward's 
E x p l o r a t i o n s (1974) were a l l european. Higham's H i s t o r y of mankind: 
The e a r l i e s t farmers and the f i r s t c i t i e s (1974) was a l l on Sumer. 
A l l s i x volumes of H a l l ' s Topics i n medieval h i s t o r y (1974) 
s c r u t i n i s e d B r i t a i n . C y r i l l e ' s Ships and p o r t s i n the middle ages 
** 
(1974) was a l l on Europe. P e c k e t t and Loehry's The a n c i e n t world 
(1975) claimed c i v i l i s a t i o n o r i g i n a t e d i n Egypt and Mesopotamia but 
ignored the autochthonous developments i n China. The t h r e e volumes 
of the Schools C o u n c i l ' s Medicine through time (1976) r e f l e c t e d 
*** 
S y l v e s t e r ' s approach and t o t a l l y ignored China. Four of the f i v e 
volumes of Moss's H i s t o r y a l i v e (1976-7) excluded China, as d i d a l l 
t h r e e volumes of h i s H i s t o r y scene (1978-81). The t o t a l l y b r i t i s h 
i n t e r e s t of the l a t t e r was nowhere s p e c i f i e d . Volume two began: "The 
p e r i o d from 1066 to 1485 i s g e n e r a l l y c a l l e d the middle ages. The 
beginning i s of course when W i l l i a m of Normandy conquered 
93 
England .. . The end i s the b a t t l e of Bosworth". Two of the four 
volumes of Evans' The young h i s t o r i a n (1977) ignored China: the 
o t h e r s gave her 14 l i n e s . The i n t e r e s t was p r i m a r i l y b r i t i s h , but 
* 
Only admitted i n p r e f a c e . 
** 
One word on China. 
*** Save f o r one l i n e on Chinese o r i g i n of the plague. 
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t h a t was not made c l e a r to the c h i l d before page 87 of volume one. 
Da v i e s ' s Growing up i n medieval times (1977) Fyson's Growing up i n 
the 18th century (1977) and W i l k i n s ' Growing up between the wars 
(1979) were e x c l u s i v e l y on B r i t a i n . L.W. Cowie's D e c i s i v e b a t t l e s 
(1977) mostly i n v o l v e d B r i t a i n . T a l b o t ' s Land e x p l o r e r s (1978) were 
a l l B r i t i s h and Americans. T i t l e y ' s The a n c i e n t world, The dark ages 
and The middle ages (1978) were a l l on B r i t a i n and Europe: the 
s t i r r u p was invented by the Franks. Vernon's The f i r s t e x p l o r e r s 
(1978) covered only Europeans.Ray's Headline h i s t o r y : The 20th. 
century (1978) omitted r e f e r e n c e to 20th. century China. Moran's 
P a s t tense and P a s t h i s t o r i c (1978-9) dramatised only b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y . B a r k e r ' s O r i g i n s of the second world war (1979) excluded 
both China and Japan. A l l s i x volumes of B i r t ' s Yesterday 
today (1977-9) were on B r i t a i n , as were a l l four volumes of h i s 
Involvement w i t h h i s t o r y (1976-80) a l l f i v e of Sandford and 
S n e l l g r o v e ' s P i c t u r e the p a s t (1977-80) a l l four of B u r r e l l and 
** 
Speed's Oxford j u n i o r h i s t o r y (1980-1) a l l th r e e of Page's 
Who? What? Why? (1981) and a l l four of Hale and V i c k e r s ' People and 
*** 
p r o g r e s s (1979-82). Even Catchpole's important The c l a s h of 
c u l t u r e s (1981) omitted perhaps the most ev i d e n t example. 
The overwhelming n e g l e c t of China and the danger of c r e a t i n g 
i n c o r r e c t p e r c e p t i o n s of h i s t o r i c a l change and development i n 
c h i l d r e n from the e a r l y y e a r s of s c h o o l i n g i s perhaps b e s t 
demonstrated, however, by a n a l y s i s of the product of two major 
p u b l i s h e r s f o r i n f a n t and j u n i o r c h i l d r e n , W i l l s and 
Hepworth (Ladybird) and Macdonald. 
The L a d y b i r d H i s t o r y s e r i e s was p u b l i s h e d from 1956 onwards. By 
1977, t h e r e were 49 t i t l e s - 31 on B r i t a i n , 11 on Europe. Two were on 
China. The La d y b i r d Achievements s e r i e s was p u b l i s h e d from the e a r l y 
1960s. By the mid-1970s, of 1200 pages p r i n t e d , one page and nine 
l i n e s r e f e r r e d to China. S i m i l a r t endencies have been noted i n the 
La d y b i r d Leaders s e r i e s and the La d y b i r d E a s y - r e a d e r s . A few 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s may be given from the sub-period 1972-83. Hunter's 
The s t o r y of medicine (1972) gave one per cent of i t s pages to China 
Other than two pages on minarets. 
** 
B r i t i s h emphasis noted only on r e a r cover. 
*** B r i t i s h focus noted only on r e a r cover, s m a l l p r i n t . 
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and e i g h t per cent to Greece. Of h i s two-volume Story of s c i e n c e 
(1973) one ignored China, the othe r allowed h a l f a page. She was 
excluded from chapters on 'Measuring time", 'The beginning of 
astronomy', ' E a r l y medicine', Bronze and a l l o y s ' . Murray's Some gr e a t 
men and women (1972) p i c k e d out 20 personages: 12 B r i t i s h , s i x 
Europeans, two Americans. There were no non-whites. China was noted 
only i n conte x t of Marco Polo, and then only t h r e e l i n e s and a 
p i c t u r e i n four pages on the s u b j e c t . W o r v i l l ' s Time, c a l e n d a r s and 
c l o c k s (1973) covered Chinese d i s c o v e r i e s i n 2.5 l i n e s ( 0 . 1 2 % ) . 
Webster's Homes (1975) gave two pages (4%) to China - a p i c t u r e of 
sq u a l o r . S e v e r a l other books made no r e f e r e n c e to China whatsoever. 
They i n c l u d e d C h i l d s ' Nuclear power (1972) which mentioned a l l other 
'nuclear' c o u n t r i e s ; L o x l e y ' s Bridges (1974) which gave 20 pages to 
b r i t i s h b r i d g e s ; Pearson's S t o r i e s of s p e c i a l days and customs (1972) 
which was a l l on B r i t a i n ; Webster's Roads (1974) and Man on the 
sea (1974); and West's S o l d i e r s (1975). The l a t t e r mentioned 22 other 
n a t i o n a l i t i e s but not the Chinese, and claimed cannon was a european 
i n v e n t i o n . 
A s i m i l a r p a t t e r n has been detected i n the v a r i o u s s e r i e s 
p u b l i s h e d by Macdonald f o r younger c h i l d r e n . Of 20 t i t l e s i n t h e i r 
S t a r t e r s People by the l a t e r 1970s, 18 were on B r i t a i n , North America 
and Europe and only two on the r e s t of the world (both C h i n a ) . Of 20 
i n S t a r t e r s P l a c e s , 13 were on Europe and America and seven on the 
r e s t of the world (one on China) . Of 15 i n S t a r t e r s Legends, e i g h t 
were from B r i t a i n and Europe, seven from the r e s t of the world (none 
from China) . Only i n S t a r t e r s Long Ago could any genuine 
w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e be d i s c e r n e d , w i t h 11 of 25 t i t l e s t a k i n g an 
ecumenical view and four o t h e r s on the non-european world ( i n c l u d i n g 
one on c h i n a ) . Even then however, China tended to be overlooked i n 
the worldwide p e r s p e c t i v e . I n s i x books by Oram, f o r i n s t a n c e -
How s p o r t s began; Buried h i s t o r y ; Shops and t r a d e r s ; Cooks and 
k i t c h e n s ; The f i r s t engines; Weapons and armour (1972-4) - China was 
t o t a l l y overlooked. Polo was a t t r i b u t e d to I n d i a ; the archaeology of 
12 other c o u n t r i e s , but not China, was recognised; Chinese 
waterwheels, smelting d e v i c e s , e q u e s t r i a n technology, crossbows, 
cannon, gunpowder and s h i p s were a l l ignored. I n f i v e other t i t l e s by 
the same author - How w r i t i n g began; Homes and houses; E x p l o r e r s ; 
C l o t h e s and costume; and P a l a c e s (1972-4) the r e s p e c t i v e percentages 
given to China were 5.17, 0.43, 7.24, 0.26 and 3.45. C l o t h e s and 
costume, f o r i n s t a n c e , o f f e r e d a genuine w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e , but the 
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only Chinese d e t a i l concerned h a i r - s t y l e s . E q u i v a l e n t n e g l e c t of 
China was shown i n Thomson's How measuring began (1974) which again 
o f f e r e d a broad w o r l d - p e r s p e c t i v e but allowed only h a l f a page 
(1.72%) to China; and her The f i r s t farmers (1974) which was devoted 
to Sumer. Nor i s the Macdonald F i r s t L i b r a r y s e r i e s l e s s open to 
c r i t i c i s m . Of t i t l e s p u b l i s h e d i n the p e r i o d , s i x by Oram - Time and 
c l o c k s ; Towns and c i t i e s ; Bridges and t u n n e l s ; Farms and farmers; 
P o r t s and harbours; Roads and motorways (1972) completely ignored 
China. S e c t i o n s on c a n t i l e v e r and arched b r i d g e s ignored the world's 
e a r l i e s t . Only the Romans were shown as b u i l d i n g roads i n a n c i e n t 
times. Shanghai was excluded from a map of the world's g r e a t p o r t s . 
S i m i l a r l y , f i v e t i t l e s by Thomson - B a l l e t and dance; B u i l d i n g ; C l o t h 
and weaving; Lakes and dams; Food and d r i n k (1973) i n e x p l i c a b l y 
excluded China. The author r e f e r r e d to 18 other c o u n t r i e s ' b u i l d i n g s 
and 13 c o u n t r i e s ' dances, but not to the Chinese; i m p l i e d s i l k was 
japanese; and ignored China i n a s e c t i o n on r i c e - c u l t u r e . Moreover, 
i n Health and d i s e a s e (1974) the only r e c o g n i t i o n of China was one 
page (3.12%) on acupuncture; i n S i g n a l s and messages (1974) only 
s u p e r f i c i a l r e f e r e n c e s to China were i n c l u d e d (1.56%) and the a n c i e n t 
Chinese p o s t a l system was ignored; worst of a l l , i n Paper and 
p r i n t i n g (1973) though there was acknowledgement of Chinese paper, no 
r e f e r e n c e was made to Chinese p r i n t i n g . That technology, Thomson 
ave r r e d , o r i g i n a t e d i n Europe. 
C. CONCLUSIONS. 
Any c o n c l u s i o n s advanced i n r e s p e c t of the p e r i o d 1950-1983, i t 
might be argued, must take i n t o account the f a c t t h a t those t h r e e 
decades saw the p u b l i c a t i o n of a number of books devoted to Chinese 
h i s t o r y alone. Only one school-book on China has been found from the 
* 
p e r i o d up to 1949. The l a t e r p e r i o d , however, saw the p u b l i c a t i o n , 
other than t h a t one, of the f i r s t c h i l d r e n ' s biography t r a c e d by the 
** 
p r e s e n t w r i t e r of any major Chinese h i s t o r i c a l f i g u r e s (1955); the 
*** 
f i r s t g e n e r a l books on China f o r c h i l d r e n (1962, 1963); the f i r s t 
* 
R u t t l e y , The s t o r y of China, 1944. 
** 
Buck, Story of Sun Yat-sen, 1955 (other than Reynold's s e c t i o n 
on Chiang i n Four modern statesmen, 1944). 
*** Kinmond, China 1962; Kuo, China, 1963. 
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schoolbooks on t r a d i t i o n a l China (1961, 1963); the f i r s t g e n e r a l 
** 
h i s t o r y of the F a r E a s t (1964) and the f i r s t g e n e r a l h i s t o r y of 
*** 
China f o r younger p u p i l s (1966). At l e a s t e l even s i g n i f i c a n t 
**** 
schoolbooks on Chinese h i s t o r y were p u b l i s h e d i n 1970 alone, and 
**** 
a t l a s t nine more i n 1971. * By 1983, 65 books on Chinese h i s t o r y 
f o r c h i l d r e n were known to the p r e s e n t w r i t e r (and approximately 40 
on a s p e c t s of Chinese s o c i e t y , c u l t u r e and geography). 
Two p o i n t s should be made, however. F i r s t , s p e c i f i c a t t e n t i o n 
given to China by school text-book w r i t e r s should not be 
o v e r s t r e s s e d . I n 1983, i n the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s c o l l e c t i o n of 
schoolbooks b e l i e v e d to be c u r r e n t l y i n p r i n t , of a t o t a l of 1512, 
only 25 were on China. B r i t i s h h i s t o r y books numbered 843, and 
european h i s t o r y 310. (The r e s t of A s i a was represented by 28 books, 
the r e s t of the extra-european world, i n c l u d i n g the USA, by 167, and 
'world h i s t o r y ' by 139). Second, books s p e c i f i c a l l y on China have 
been excluded from the q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s f o r the same reason t h a t 
books s p e c i f i c a l l y on any other one country have been: namely t h a t 
the purpose has been to p i c k out those t i t l e s which might suggest to 
the c h i l d t h a t the whole of h i s t o r y , the whole of one p a r t i c u l a r 
p e r i o d , a l l a c t s of heroism or l e a d e r s h i p , a l l g r e a t i n v e n t i o n s and 
achievements, were contained i n the book, and thereby to r i s k 
i n c u l c a t i n g or s t r e n g t h e n i n g a d i s t o r t e d view of the p a t t e r n of 
h i s t o r y and a harmful s t e r e o t y p e of the h i s t o r i c a l achievement of one 
major non-european people. 
* 
F i t z g e r a l d , F i n d i n g out about i m p e r i a l China, 1961; Spencer 
Ancient China, 1963. 
** 
G. and J . Stokes, The Extreme E a s t , 1964. 
*** 
A.B. J e f f r i e s , V i s u a l h i s t o r y of China, 1966. 
**** 
B a r r , F o r e i g n d e v i l s ; G i t t i n g s , Mao Tse-tung; Kennett, R i s e of 
communist China; Lo, Story of China; Meyer and A l l e n , Source 
m a t e r i a l s i n Chinese h i s t o r y ; M i t c h i s o n , China i n the 20th. 
century; Nelson, Jones and F i s c h e r , China and I n d i a ; Roberts, 
Mao-Tse-tung; Robottom, Mao Tse-tung; T r o t t e r , China s i n c e 1900; 
Walker, Anc i e n t China. 
**** 
* Goldston, The long march; Jamieson, Mao Tse-tung; Lonsdale, 
China; M i t c h i s o n , Chinese r e v o l u t i o n ; P r a t t , Peking i n the e a r l y 
17th. century; Robottom, 20th. century China; Roper, China i n 
r e v o l u t i o n ; Stokes, Marco Polo and Cathay; Werstein, The Boxer 
r e b e l l i o n . 
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The f i n d i n g s would suggest t h a t those r i s k s have been run, and 
t h a t b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n have been and are being exposed i n school to 
what could a t b e s t be d e s c r i b e d as an i n e p t p o r t r a y a l of the h i s t o r y 
of the peoples of the world i n g e n e r a l and of the Chinese i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . From the p e r i o d 1950 to 1983, 602 t e x t and t o p i c books 
whose t i t l e s suggested, prima f a c i e , broader h i s t o r i c a l content, have 
been s c r u t i n i s e d , comprising 73,914 pages of p r i n t , and w i t h an 
average number of pages of 122.74. No r e f e r e n c e whatsoever was made 
to China i n 316 books (52.49%). The t o t a l number of pages given to 
Chinese h i s t o r y was 1,474.59. The average number of pages on China 
was 2.45. The average percentage g i v e n to China was 1.33%. 
Furthermore, though some improvement occurred i n the sub-period 
1972-83 as a g a i n s t 1950-71, i t was l i t t l e more than marginal. I n the 
f i r s t p e r i o d , 54.54% of 385 books s c r u t i n i s e d f a i l e d t o mention 
China: i n the second, 48.84% of 217. The average number of pages on 
China i n the f i r s t p e r i o d was 1.94: i n the second, s t i l l only 3.35. 
The average percentage given to China i n the f i r s t p e r i o d was 1.17%: 
i n the second, s t i l l only 1.63%. 
The c o n t i n u i n g n e g l e c t i n b r i t i s h schoolbooks and schools of one 
of the world's l o n g e s t - e s t a b l i s h e d , most powerful and most 
i n f l u e n t i a l c i v i l i s a t i o n s , i s m a n i f e s t . As to the l i k e l y impact of 
such n e g l e c t on the minds of the young, Unesco s c h o l a r s (1958) were 
i n l i t t l e doubt: " S i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n the allo t m e n t of space 
to v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s ... i s an i n d i c a t i o n of p r i o r i t y v a l u e s w i t h 
w r i t e r s and p u b l i s h e r s ... (which) may understandably have 
94 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s on p u p i l r e a d e r s " . 
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SECTION FOUR: EXPLANATORY 
Chapter Seven: F a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g the n e g l e c t of world and Chinese 
h i s t o r y ( I ) . 
I n vie-iA/ of the arguments i n favour of wider-world h i s t o r y i n 
our s c h o o l s , e s s e n t i a l l y i n v o l v i n g s u b s t a n t i a l a t t e n t i o n to the 
Chinese p a s t , and y e t of the dis m a l r e c o r d of n e g l e c t , s e v e r a l 
q u e s t i o n s must be addressed. 
How could i t have been considered acceptable so to shut out 
a s i a n t r a d i t i o n s t h a t s c h o l a r s have been able v a r i o u s l y to a s s e r t 
t h a t "works about the h i s t o r y of Man e i t h e r ignore China a l t o g e t h e r 
or r e l e g a t e ( i t ) ... to a couple of paragraphs ... th e r e ... i s s t i l l 
an i d e a t h a t the Chinese ... were so c u t o f f ... t h a t they ... almost 
... belonged to another p l a n e t " ( 1 9 3 4 ) ; t h a t Westerners were 
"preoccupied w i t h the uniqueness, not of the human i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
the world a t l a r g e , which no one has ever cared about ... but of 
( t h e i r ) own i n s t i t u t i o n s and achievements", d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g between 
"Chosen People and dangerous a l i e n s " (1935); t h a t western r e l i g i o u s 
o pinion was "conditioned by s e l f - d e c e p t i v e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s encouraged 
by ... almost complete ignorance of the E a s t " (1969); and (1971) t h a t 
" i t i s o f t e n assumed ... t h a t China i s p a r t of a v a s t O r i e n t ... 
which has i t s head i n the clouds and i t s f e e t i n the mud ... the most 
g l a r i n g f e a t u r e i n our h i s t o r i c a l b i a s i s i n d i f f e r e n c e towards the 
main stream of h i s t o r y i n the g r e a t n a t i o n s of the E a s t " ? 1 
How could i t have been t h a t Ayer, w r i t i n g on philosophy, and i n 
a Unesco p u b l i c a t i o n (1948) could mention only Europeans: or t h a t Hay 
(1977) could r e s t r i c t a work e n t i t l e d A n n a l i s t s and h i s t o r i a n s to 
2 
Western Europeans and b l a n d l y c o n f e s s "ignorance" of a l l o t h e r s ? 
How could L i a n g Chang-chii not have been mentioned i n any western 
account of the opium war before 1933; and no western biography of 
3 
Yuan S h i h - k ' a i have been p u b l i s h e d before 1961? 
How could i t have come about t h a t between 1950 and 1978, of 437 
th e s e s f o r hi g h e r degrees of b r i t i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s i n h i s t o r y and 
philosophy of s c i e n c e and technology, only 16 (3.66%) were on the 
non-european world, i n c l u d i n g four (0.91%) on China; of 1271 i n 
philosophy and l o g i c , only 29 (2.28%) were on the non-european world, 
i n c l u d i n g f i v e (0.39%) on China; of 5271 on h i s t o r y , 2785 (52.83%) 
were on B r i t a i n , 654 (12.4%) on Europe and only 82 (1.55%) wholly or 
p a r t l y on China; and of 146,349 t h e s e s i n a l l f i e l d s of study, the 
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t o t a l number on Chinese t o p i c s was only 211 (0.14%) i n whole or i n 
p a r t ? 4 
Why, of 7633 h i s t o r y t h e s e s completed i n b r i t i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s 
between 1901 and 1970, were 4482 (58.72%) on B r i t a i n , 1032 (13.5%) on 
Europe, but only 726 (9.5%) on E a s t A s i a , 401 (5.25%) on the 
Americas, 387 (5.07%) on A f r i c a , 173 (2.27%) on the Middle and Near 
E a s t , and 29 (0.38%) on world h i s t o r y - 25 of which were european i n 
focus? Why of the 726 on A s i a d i d only 90 (1.18%) r e l a t e i n whole or 
i n p a r t to China? Why of the 90 d i d only 26 cover Chinese i n t e r n a l 
* 
t o p i c s ? Moreover, why was not one of 105 h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l items on 
a Chinese s u b j e c t , though t h e r e were two each on S w i f t , Clarendon and 
S c o t t ? 5 
How could i t have come about t h a t as l a t e as 1975, of 3860 
c u r r e n t h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h items i n b r i t i s h and white commonwealth 
u n i v e r s i t i e s , 1893 (49.04%) were on b r i t i s h h i s t o r y (325 l o c a l 
s t u d i e s ) and 950 (24.61%) on Europe, but only 450 (11.66%) on the 
Americas, 255 (6.61%) on g e n e r a l world h i s t o r y (mostly the 
anglo-saxon world) 83 (2.15%) on A f r i c a ( h a l f on c o l o n i a l h i s t o r y ) 
and 229 (5.93%) on A s i a and the P a c i f i c , of which only 80 (2.07%) 
were on E a s t A s i a , only 31 (0.80%) on China (10 by Chinese) and only 
17 s p e c i f i c a l l y on Chinese i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y ? How, of 17 on 
archaeology, could none r e l a t e to China? How, of 53 on 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h y , could 19 (35.84%) be s p e c i f i c to Europe and 16 
(30.19%) to B r i t a i n , but none to i s l a m i c or Chinese w r i t e r s ? How of 
353 on a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e h i s t o r y could 157 (44.48%) have been 
devoted to b r i t i s h t o p i c s , 122 (34.56%) to european, and only 18 
(5.1%) to non-european m a t e r i a l , i n c l u d i n g 8 (2.27%) on China, w i t h 
only one r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t on e a s t a s i a n a r t i n g e n e r a l - and then 
only i t s impact upon England? F i n a l l y , how could i t have been 
considered acceptable t h a t of 272 on s c i e n t i f i c , t e c h n o l o g i c a l and 
medical h i s t o r y , only 12 (4.41%) s c r u t i n i s e d non-european 
achievement, i n c l u d i n g only one (0.37%) on China, as a g a i n s t 91 
**6 
(33.46%) and 61 (22.43%) r e s p e c t i v e l y on B r i t a i n and Europe? 
I n p a r t i c u l a r , why have "the p u p i l s (Europeans) ... oft e n 
r e f u s e d to acknowledge the source whence many i n v e n t i o n s p o s s e s s e d by 
* 
12 of the 26 were r e s e a r c h e d by Chinese. 
** 
The o t h e r s , almost e x c l u s i v e l y 17th century onwards i n emphasis, 
were from t h e i r t i t l e s presumably western i n content. 
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them were d e v i s e d , but have claimed then as t h e i r own"? How could i t 
have been p o s s i b l e f o r the 1929 E n c y c l o p a e d i a B r i t a n n i c a to c l a i m , 
f o r i n s t a n c e , c l o c k s and w i n d m i l l s as european i n v e n t i o n s , and t o 
w r i t e o f f the Chinese o r i g i n of the compass as "purely m y t h i c a l " ? 
How could Bury (1932, r e p r i n t e d unamended 1955) have f e l t j u s t i f i e d 
i n p o r t r a y i n g 'progress' as a p u r e l y european phenomenon; i n 
d i s c u s s i n g p r i n t i n g , gunpowder and the mariners' compass, not t o note 
t h a t a l l t h r e e o r i g i n a t e d i n China; and only once to mention China, 
and then i n terms of " p r e j u d i c e " producing "long p e r i o d s of 
ignorance"? Why was i t t h a t Needham (1954) could a s s e r t t h a t t h e r e 
had been "marked r e l u c t a n c e to a l l o w t h a t any d i s c o v e r y or i n v e n t i o n 
of importance could have taken p l a c e o u t s i d e Europe ... s t i l l today 
the c o n t r i b u t i o n of the F a r E a s t , and e s p e c i a l l y ... the Chinese, to 
s c i e n c e , s c i e n t i f i c thought and technology, remains unrecognised and 
clouded i n o b s c u r i t y " ; and (1969) t h a t although " i n r e c e n t decades 
much i n t e r e s t has been aroused i n the h i s t o r y of s c i e n c e and 
technology i n the g r e a t non-european c i v i l i s a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y I n d i a 
and China", t h i s was to be found "not, on the whole, among 
h i s t o r i a n s " ? F i n a l l y , how could G i l l i s p i e f e e l f r e e (1960) to i n s i s t 
t h a t the " t h r u s t towards mastery of the ( p h y s i c a l ) world ... began i n 
the West"; imply t h a t Harvey was the f i r s t to d i s c o v e r the 
c i r c u l a t i o n of the blood and t h a t anatomy began w i t h Leonardo; 
d e s c r i b e Galen as "the l a w g i v e r of physiology ... t h e r e i s no 
p h y s i c i a n of c l a s s i c a l a n t i q u i t y of whom we know more"; only twice 
r e f e r to China i n a chapter on astronomy and cosmology, and then only 
i n d e p r e c a t i n g terms; and a s s e r t t h a t "No o r i e n t a l c i v i l i s a t i o n 
graduated beyond technique or thaumaturgy to c u r i o s i t y about t h i n g s 
i n g e n e r a l ... The greek t r a n s i t i o n from myth to knowledge was the 
7 
o r i g i n of s c i e n c e as of philosophy"? 
More i n s i d i o u s l y , how could i t have p r e v a i l e d even post-war t h a t 
where a s i a n t o p i c s were t r e a t e d i n western textbooks and t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l s , they were clouded, according t o Unesco s c h o l a r s , by 
"narrow b i a s , western or n a t i o n a l p r e j u d i c e , and a l a c k of t h a t 
g e n e r a l o b j e c t i v i t y , f a i r judgement and s c h o l a r l y c a u t i o n which might g 
be expected". 
9 
I t may not be p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h answers to such q u e s t i o n s . 
Nor w i l l such be essayed here. T h i s chapter attempts only to draw 
out, from an e x c l u s i v e l y l i t e r a r y s e a r c h , p o s s i b l e f a c t o r s which 
might repay more vigorous examination. Anything other would go 
beyond the e s s e n t i a l area of i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
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Perhaps the problem has been simple i n e r t i a , "a p u tty of p a s s i v e 
r e s i s t a n c e " , as s e v e r a l s c h o l a r s have s u g g e s t e d . 1 0 
Perhaps the problem has c e n t r e d around the b r i t i s h tendency to 
emphasise systems and pedagogy before c u r r i c u l u m content.''""'" For 
i n s t a n c e , of the 68 t h e s e s on t e a c h i n g h i s t o r y submitted f o r b r i t i s h 
h i gher degrees between 1950 and 1978, only e i g h t (11.76%) were 
p r i m a r i l y on c u r r i c u l u m content and only four d e a l t i n any d e t a i l 
12* 
w i t h the t e a c h i n g of non-european h i s t o r y . 
Perhaps t h e r e has been a genuine problem, not only of handling 
the g r e a t bulk of Chinese h i s t o r y , but of matching i t s p a t t e r n s to 
those of our own. 
Perhaps the key has been l a c k of non-european language s t u d i e s 
i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s , as a r e s u l t of which u n i v e r s i t y departments of 
Chinese have to take i n students 'raw' and g i v e i n t e n s i v e language 
t u i t i o n , i n e v i t a b l y to the detriment of other a r e a s of study such as 
14 
h i s t o r y or l i t e r a t u r e . 
Perhaps the problem has hung around e s s e n t i a l l y p r a c t i c a l 
problems p e r t i n e n t to s c h o o l s and s c h o o l - c h i l d r e n - l a c k of t r a i n e d 
t e a c h e r s , r e s o u r c e s and c u r r i c u l u m time a l l i e d to conceptual and 
language d i f f i c u l t i e s i n c h i l d r e n . To take the one example, language 
can i n h i b i t conceptual understanding i n a l l s u b j e c t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
15 
r e s p e c t of education w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . 
I n h i s t o r y s p e c i f i c a l l y , conceptual understanding i s not only of 
fundamental importance, but a l s o fraught w i t h d i f f i c u l t y , as 
w i t n e s s e d by the r e s e a r c h of Coltham (1960) Hallam (1966,1975) and 
o t h e r s ; w h i l s t the c l o s e l y r e l a t e d problem of language i n h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g engaged a s p e c i a l H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n conference 
i n 1977."^ The problem of comprehension, even i n western h i s t o r y 
- concepts such as f e u d a l , medieval, s t a t e , church, s u b j e c t , 
despot, c l a s s , p a r t y , f r a n c h i s e , age of reform, enlightenment, 
entente, l a i s s e z - f a i r e , coup, Putsch, Kulturkampf, or Weltanschauung 
i s profound. 
(a) Out of 5097 on education, which themselves comprised a 
s u r p r i s i n g l y s m a l l 3.97% of the t o t a l of 146,349 t h e s e s l i s t e d . 
(b) A s l i b f i g u r e s are not a b s o l u t e l y r e l i a b l e s i n c e a l l t h e s e s 
are not l i s t e d . However, the p a t t e r n i s not d i s p u t a b l e . 
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Thus, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of e a s t e r n h i s t o r y , names, 
language and concepts must undoubtedly c o n s t i t u t e a s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e 
*17 
t o understanding. Problems i n r e s p e c t of Chinese h i s t o r y must have 
been accentuated by i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n romanisation which p i n - y i n may 
go some way to e r a d i c a t e , though u g l i n e s s seems l i k e l y to a c t as a 
c o n t i n u i n g d e t e r r e n t . 
Moreover, c e r t a i n e a s t e r n concepts o f f e r unique problems, as 
p ointed to i n r e s p e c t of n a t u r a l philosophy and of moral and s o c i a l 
18 
philosophy by L i C h i (1974) and S t o e t z e l (1964) r e s p e c t i v e l y . Not 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , then, Doncaster (1973) found conceptual p a t t e r n s and 
t h e i r t r a n s l a t i o n i n t o c u l t u r a l p r a c t i c e s - the extended f a m i l y , 
a n c e s t o r worship, e a r l y marriage, the a g r i c u l t u r a l y e a r , s o c i a l c a s t e 
and i t s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n c l o t h i n g or i n s i g n i a , and speaking i n 
proverbs - having the e f f e c t of widening c u l t u r a l gaps and 
r e i n f o r c i n g s t e r e o t y p e s when she attempted to t e a c h secondary p u p i l s 
19 
about Chinese t r a d i t i o n a l l i f e from documentary sou r c e s . 
P a r a d o x i c a l l y , the impression of u n f a t h o m a b i l i t y of Chinese 
concepts may have been worsened by s i n o l o g y , and p a r t i c u l a r l y by 
m i c r o - s i n o l o g y , i t s e l f nourished by Chinese t r a d i t i o n s of t e x t u a l 
f a c t s per se (K'ao cheng hsueh) w i t h consequent s e p a r a t i o n of Chinese 
h i s t o r y from the mainstream of h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s , i t s s c h o l a r s 
20 
"members of a c u l t , s e t a p a r t " . Thus, during the f i r s t 20 y e a r s of 
the A s s o c i a t i o n f o r A s i a n S t u d i e s , t h e r e was no c o n t a c t whatsoever 
between i t and the American H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . 
Other than p r a c t i c a l problems, however, i t i s apparent t h a t more 
profound and d i s q u i e t i n g c a u s a t i v e f a c t o r s - g e n e r a l l y r e l a t e d to the 
way w e s t e r n e r s have viewed, f i r s t the nature and purpose of h i s t o r y , 
and secondly, how other peoples and t h e i r c u l t u r e s f i t i n t o the 
h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n s p e r c e i v e d - have underpinned the p e r s i s t e n t 
n e g l e c t of the h i s t o r y of China and other non-western a r e a s . 
I t has become c l e a r t h a t s e v e r a l important f a c t o r s a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h the n e g l e c t of Chinese and world h i s t o r y have cent r e d upon the 
p e r s i s t e n c e of ' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y , whose advocates are w i t h us 
21 
s t i l l . F i r s t , h i s t o r i c a l s c i e n c e , i n a s p i r i n g to i d e n t i f y the 
laws of h i s t o r y , has always been c h a r a c t e r i s e d by c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon 
* 
And v i c e - v e r s a . I n 1945, merely to adopt the U.N. C h a r t e r , 
Chinese had to c o i n over 1,000 new words. 
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minutiae, as T o l s t o y (1869) admitted. The t h r e a t of t h a t to broader 
h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s was c l e a r l y seen by Wells i n 1921: "The 
t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s has followed the movement of the 
student of h i s t o r y towards c o n c e n t r a t i o n and not the needs of the 
22 
common c i t i z e n towards ampler views ... These are d i v e r g e n t aims". 
One immediate and p e r s i s t e n t consequence has been long-standing 
emphasis upon 'the f a c t s ' of h i s t o r y . Of course, few world h i s t o r y 
advocates would d i s a g r e e w i t h Dearden (1968) t h a t h i s t o r y i s 
e s s e n t i a l l y a n a r r a t i v e , and t h a t e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 'the f a c t s ' i s an 
i n s e p a r a b l e p r o c e s s : Dance, f o r i n s t a n c e , (1970) s t r e s s e d t h a t " f a c t s 
23 
... must be the foundation of a l l h i s t o r y " . On the other hand, 
24* 
i n s p i r e d by the german ' s c i e n t i f i c ' s c h o o l , the pre-eminence given 
to t h i s a s p e c t i n western h i s t o r y - t e a c h i n g has had consequences both 
upon c u r r i c u l u m content and d i d a c t i c s which have been repeatedly 
condemned. Huizinga (1926) derided i t s "stream of t r i v i a ... 
s o u l l e s s , almost mechanical production"; w h i l s t Schrodinger (1964) 
25 
d e s c r i b e d i t s " c o l d c l u t c h of dreary emptiness". More p e r t i n e n t l y , 
E l t o n (1969) saw the approach as o b s t r u c t i v e of imaginative 
understanding; w h i l s t C h a r l e s w o r t h (1964) i n s i s t e d t h a t i f world 
h i s t o r y were to be developed, "the a c q u i s i t i o n of mere f a c t s would be 
26 
... as impossible as i t would be u n d e s i r a b l e ... u s e l e s s lumber". 
Nonetheless, p e r s i s t e n t emphasis upon 'the f a c t s ' , i n "more or 
l e s s formidable doses", has been shown to have dominated b r i t i s h 
s c h o o l h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g over the y e a r s . A m a s t e r l y summary of the 
27 
problem was essayed by Smith (1965). Moreover, i t has been c l o s e l y 
i d e n t i f i e d w i t h a view p e r s i s t e n t l y purveyed t o c h i l d r e n , of h i s t o r y 
i n terms of ' b u i l d i n g ' metaphors, of progress on ' f i r m foundations' 
- an i d e a going back to e a r l i e r h i s t o r i a n s such as T r e v e l y a n , 
supported by the Board of Education, and manifested i n numerous 
school textbooks, i n c l u d i n g Warner and Marten's Groundwork of b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y (1911) or the famous Nelson s e r i e s The foundations of 
28 
h i s t o r y (1930) and The House of H i s t o r y (1931-2). 
'Geschichte' d e r i v e s from 'geschehen' to happen. E a r l y i n the 
20th. century Germans had to l e a r n s i x new dates per month i n 
the f i r s t two c l a s s e s of elementary s c h o o l , 116 i n a l l . (Board 
of Education, Report on t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y , 1923,13.) 
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That metaphor was i t s e l f c l o s e l y bound up w i t h t h a t strong 
emphasis on l e a r n i n g 'the f a c t s ' of e n g l i s h and o c c a s i o n a l l y european 
h i s t o r y which was s c r u t i n i s e d e a r l i e r , which Marten h i m s e l f t e s t i f i e d 
to (1924,1938) and which Spencer had a t t a c k e d by i m p l i c a t i o n as e a r l y 
as 1861. As has been observed of Warner and Marten and o t h e r s , "none 
... doubts t h a t B r i t a i n ... was the master b u i l d e r " . Thus, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , Wilkes (1917) arguing t h a t "to t r y to t e a c h a boy h i s t o r y 
without dates seems r a t h e r l i k e b u i l d i n g a house without p u t t i n g up 
the s c a f f o l d i n g " , went on to o u t l i n e s y l l a b u s e s i n which a l l the 
examples given were from e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ; w h i l s t a l l volumes of the 
House of H i s t o r y s e r i e s almost t o t a l l y d i s r e g a r d e d the world beyond 
B r i t a i n . Even as l a t e as 1973, the metaphor was s t i l l i n use, a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d examiner a s s e r t i n g t h a t "a b a s i c p l a t f o r m of knowledge" 
was "a requirement ... f o r p r o v i d i n g a framework" - and a l l 14 
29 
c u r r i c u l a r examples c i t e d went no f u r t h e r than Europe i n scope. 
That the dominance of 'the f a c t s ' i n s chool h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i s 
30 
most c l e a r l y demonstrated i n books on e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i s no 
c o i n c i d e n c e . The assumed c e n t r a l i t y of the c h r o n o l o g i c a l f a c t u a l 
n a r r a t i v e of the emergence of B r i t a i n as a g r e a t n a t i o n a l power has 
been noted by S i r e t t (1966) and C h a f f e r ( 1 9 7 3 ) . 3 1 Thus F i t c h (1881) 
urging t h a t c h i l d r e n be "crammed wi t h f a c t s " s p e c i f i e d these as "the 
main f a c t s of each r e i g n " ; J a r v i s (1917) s t r e s s i n g f a c t u a l knowledge, 
suggested only f a c t s from b r i t i s h h i s t o r y ; the Board of Education 
(1908,1923,1927,1937) i n s i s t e d t h a t the f a c t s chosen should "cover 
the whole f i e l d of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " , gave a l i s t of 44 c h i l d r e n must 
l e a r n - 29 of which were b r i t i s h , s i x b r i t i s h i m p e r i a l , 8 european 
and one on the opening up of Japan - and s p e c i f i c a l l y s t r e s s e d t h a t 
" e s s e n t i a l f a c t s ... and outstanding d a t e s " must hang upon 
"committing to memory the dates of the a c c e s s i o n of the e n g l i s h 
monarchs". As l a t e as 1946, Madeley recommended l e a r n i n g by r o t e 10 
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b a s i c d a t e s , e i g h t b r i t i s h , the other two f r e n c h and american. I n 
such a context, E l l i o t t (1975) observed, " i t i s hard to see how 
33 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m could have been s t i m u l a t e d " . 
' S c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y can a l s o be shown to have underpinned i d e a s 
of h i s t o r y as m a g i s t r a v i t a e , a school of m o r a l i t y and e t h i c s . That 
philosophy o r i g i n a t e d w i t h P l a t o ' s i n s i s t e n c e t h a t "producing the 
r i g h t moral e f f e c t " was e s s e n t i a l to the p r o c e s s of 
state-development; and was s t r e s s e d i n the 18th. century by both 
Bolingbroke (who a l s o t u t o r e d George 3rd. on e n g l i s h p a t r i o t i s m ) and 
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C h e s t e r f i e l d ; and i n the 19th.century by the h e r b a r t i a n school and by 
Arnold, w i t h whom "a l e s s o n i n h i s t o r y was a l s o a l e s s o n i n e t h i c s " , 
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Marten (1938) approvingly noted. I t was, however, given p a r t i c u l a r 
impetus by the g r e a t ' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r i a n and advocate of the study 
of h i s t o r i c a l 'progress', Acton, who, i n h i s Cambridge i n a u g u r a l 
(1895) exhorted h i s audience "to t r y o t h e r s by the f i n a l maxim t h a t 
governs your l i v e s , and to s u f f e r no man and no cause to escape the 
undying p e n a l t y which h i s t o r y has the power to i n f l i c t " . His 
i n f l u e n c e upon generations of b r i t i s h (and american) h i s t o r i a n s was 
a f f i r m e d by T r e v e l y a n (1931) and B u t t e r f i e l d (1955) who noted: " I t i s 
the o f f i c e of H i s t o r i c a l S c i e n c e to maintain m o r a l i t y as the s o l e 
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i m p a r t i a l c r i t e r i o n of men and t h i n g s " . I t may be t r a c e d i n the 
w r i t i n g s of such as Bryce (1919) Rowse (1944) who saw h i s t o r y as "a 
school of v i r t u e " , T r e v e l y a n h i m s e l f (1947) N i c h o l s (1948) who saw 
h i s t o r i a n s as the guardians of freedom, Read (1949-50) who s t r e s s e d 
h i s t o r y ' s fundamental r o l e i n "the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our way of l i f e " , 
G a l l i e (1964) Cobban (1964) and Wright (1976) who saw h i s t o r y as "a 
moral s c i e n c e " and argued i t s study was l e g i t i m i s e d through c o n t r o l 
"by l i b e r a l s whose model i s ... a s e l f - c o n s c i o u s and coherent value «. .. 36 system . From 1922 onwards, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Moral Education congress 
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p a i d c l o s e a t t e n t i o n to h i s t o r y ' s m o r a l - e t h i c a l e d u c a t i o n a l r o l e 
i n c r e a s i n g l y emphasised by those concerned w i t h school h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g . Marten (1924) s t r e s s e d i t s "mission ... i n the n a t i o n a l 
l i f e " . Hadow (1926) saw i t s a t i s f y i n g "the d e s i r e f o r f a i r p l a y " . 
The Board of Education (1927,1937) c o r r e l a t e d h i s t o r y , moral 
education and p a t r i o t i s m . Reid and Toyne (1944) w r i t i n g f o r the 
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , declaimed " I t i s from the study of h i s t o r y 
t h a t c h i l d r e n .. . can most e a s i l y g a i n a knowledge of t r u e moral 
v a l u e s ... of the meaning of r i g h t , duty and j u s t i c e ... (and) an 
understanding both of the v a l u e of freedom and of the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t h a t goes w i t h i t " . H i s t o r y should a i d c h a r a c t e r - t r a i n i n g "by 
t e a c h i n g the g r e a t moral t r u t h s .. through examples of conduct, 
e s p e c i a l l y those who have ... i n s p i r e d men w i t h .. . i n d i g n a t i o n 
a g a i n s t wrong and enthusiasm f o r r i g h t " . The M i n i s t r y of 
Education (1952) harnessed ' h i s t o r y as moral example' and ' h i s t o r y as 
the bestowing of a h e r i t a g e ' : " I t would be very f a r from t r u e to say 
t h a t we have abandoned the view t h a t the example of ... our f a t h e r s 
t h a t begat us i s one of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g ' s fundamental v a l u e s " . 
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Newsom (1963) s p o t l i g h t e d h i s t o r y ' s r o l e i n forming c h i l d r e n ' s moral 
outlook i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h c i t i z e n s h i p , c u r r e n t a f f a i r s and s o c i a l 
s t u d i e s . I t was important "to keep good company and g r e a t company ... 
(and) to know bad company and to avoid i t " . Strong (1958,1964) 
i n s i s t e d h i s t o r y was concerned w i t h "the development of a good 
s o c i e t y " . Even Plowden (1967) emphasised the v a l u e of s t o r i e s f o r 
"moral development," to g i v e c h i l d r e n an " h a b i t u a l v i s i o n of 
.. 38 g r e a t n e s s . 
That such advocacy had a p e r v a s i v e e f f e c t upon school c u r r i c u l a 
and textbooks even up to r e c e n t times has been noted by r e s e a r c h e r s 
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i n c l u d i n g Smith (1965) and Lawrence (1972). Moreover, and 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y , i t has throughout been s t r o n g l y ' n a t i o n a l ' i n context, 
r e f l e c t i n g not only i t s c l o s e t i e - u p w i t h 'education f o r 
c i t i z e n s h i p ' , i t s e l f shown e a r l i e r to have s t r o n g l y r e i n f o r c e d 
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p a r o c h i a l s u b j e c t - m a t t e r , but a l s o d e e p l y - f e l t assumptions of 
n a t i o n a l importance, worth and even s u p e r i o r i t y , whose negative 
e f f e c t s i n r e s p e c t of the development of e x t r a - n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c a l 
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s t u d i e s i n s c h o o l s w i l l be considered l a t e r . Thus, a l l 58 
personages noted by C h a n c e l l o r (1970) as having been h i g h l i g h t e d i n 
19th. century b r i t i s h textbooks as moral exemplars were B r i t i s h . Cook 
(1970) l i k e w i s e saw e a r l i e r h i s t o r y - t e a c h i n g as " e s s e n t i a l l y a 
v e h i c l e f o r the t r a n s m i s s i o n of moral i d e a s and the f o s t e r i n g of 
p a t r i o t i s m through a ... c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon p u r e l y i n s u l a r 
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a f f a i r s " . But the a s s o c i a t i o n between 'moral', ' e t h i c a l ' and 
' n a t i o n a l ' d i d not cease w i t h our g r a n d f a t h e r s ' s c h o o l i n g , as has 
been noted e a r l i e r . Marten's (1924,1938) s t r e s s on the moral m i s s i o n 
was accompanied by overwhelming emphasis upon n a t i o n a l t o p i c s , as was 
t h a t of Hadow (1926) and the Board of Education (1927 and 1937) 13 of 
whose 19 suggested 'great l i v e s ' were E n g l i s h , the remainder 
Europeans. Reid and Toyne's (1944) e d u c a t i o n a l commitment to " g r e a t 
moral v a l u e s " d i d not apparently allow f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e beyond 
B r i t a i n and Europe (they gave only 11 words to the non-european 
w o r l d ) . Toyne's p e r s o n a l s t r e s s (1945) on e n g l i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y 
and Rowse's (1944) c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon p a t r i o t i c s t o r i e s to f o s t e r 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of v i r t u e (and t o t a l f a i l u r e to mention any f o r e i g n e r s ) 
have been shown. The M i n i s t r y of Education's (1952) assumption of the 
c o r r e l a t i o n between 'moral example' and n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y was betrayed 
i n i t s almost t o t a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n on England i n s e l e c t i o n of t e a c h i n g 
t o p i c s : of e i g h t h i s t o r i c a l t o p i c s c i t e d i n the context of 'moral 
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education', s i x were b r i t i s h . That Strong (1958,1964) d e s p i t e token 
c o n t r a r y o b s e r v a t i o n s c o r r e l a t e d s tudying "the development of a good 
s o c i e t y " w i t h a h e a v i l y e n g l i s h and european s y l l a b u s cannot be 
d i s p u t e d . S i m i l a r l y , Plowden apparently b e l i e v e d a " v i s i o n of 
g r e a t n e s s " to be a c h i e v a b l e through study of e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h and 
european t o p i c s : of 12 h e r o i c s t o r i e s noted, s i x were e n g l i s h , the 
o t h e r s european. 
Such assumptions were most f r a n k l y r e v e a l e d by Unstead (1962) 
who a d v i s e d young c h i l d r e n : "At a time when i t i s f a s h i o n a b l e ... to 
b e l i t t l e England's achievements ... I have t r i e d to show t h a t whereas 
England has o f t e n a c t e d f o o l i s h l y or badly, her h i s t o r y shows the 
p e r s i s t e n c e of i d e a l s which good men have l i v e d by s i n c e A l f r e d ' s day 
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... i t i s the c h a r a c t e r of people t h a t comes through". T h e i r 
a p p l i c a t i o n was a t t a c k e d by Commager (1967) as implying "moral 
arrogance and i n t e l l e c t u a l p a r o c h i a l i s m " , based on a mistaken 
assumption of u n i v e r s a l standards, and d i s t r a c t i n g the student of 
h i s t o r y from h i s r e a l t a s k , "not to judge but to understand". T h e i r 
" v i c i o u s s u b j e c t i v i s m " and danger f o r school h i s t o r y was pointed to 
by Smith (1965). More s e r i o u s l y , t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h e t h n i c and 
r a c i a l s t e r e o t y p i n g was s p o t l i g h t e d by Lippmann as e a r l y as 1922: 
"Our canons determine g r e a t l y what we s h a l l p e r c e i v e and how ... 
moral codes assume a p a r t i c u l a r view of the f a c t s ... a t the c e n t e r 
of each t h e r e i s a p a t t e r n of s t e r e o t y p e s about psychology, s o c i o l o g y 
and h i s t o r y ... He who denies my moral judgements ... i s t o me 
45 
p e r v e r s e , a l i e n , dangerous". I t i s t h a t syndrome's p e r s i s t e n c e and 
p e r v a s i v e n e s s - p a r t i c u l a r l y i n l i g h t of the h o s t i l e s t e r e o t y p e s of 
Chinese l i f e and m o r a l i t y f l o u r i s h i n g throughout the l a s t two 
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c e n t u r i e s i n both B r i t a i n and America - which must be considered a 
major f a c t o r i n the n e g l e c t of Chinese h i s t o r y and c i v i l i s a t i o n i n 
b r i t i s h s c h o o l h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a . F a i r b a n k (1969) has made the p o i n t 
w e l l , t h a t the West, approaching China through western assumptions as 
to m o r a l i t y and h i s t o r i c a l p r o g r e s s , found an apparent c a s e of 
"non-development ... n o n - i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ... non-expansion", a l a c k 
of s c i e n c e , of democracy and of n a t i o n a l i s m - "a China t h a t was 
'unchanging', because i t d i d not change as we d i d " . I t s v a l u e i n 
r e s p e c t of the h i s t o r i c a l education of B r i t o n s cannot have been other 
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than minimal to those possessed of such assumptions. 
Important c a u s a t i v e elements i n r e s p e c t of the continued 
pre-eminence of the ' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y s c h o o l and the a s s o r t e d 
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consequences noted above, have i n c l u d e d the u n i v e r s i t i e s , the 
examination boards, government departments and o f f i c e r s , o f f i c i a l and 
s e m i - o f f i c i a l committees and bodies, p u b l i s h i n g houses, and 
i n d i v i d u a l a u thors. 
Pre-eminent i n these r e s p e c t s , i t i s suggested, have been the 
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u n i v e r s i t i e s , whose i n f l u e n c e s i n c e the 1870s was noted e a r l i e r . I n 
1946, f o r i n s t a n c e , Rowse d e s c r i b e d w i t h apparent approval an Oxford 
honours course c u l m i n a t i n g i n three papers on the e n t i r e t y of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y , one on e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l documents, one on a p e r i o d of 
f o r e i g n h i s t o r y ( u s u a l l y 19th. century Europe) a s p e c i a l s u b j e c t from 
a l i s t of b r i t i s h and european t o p i c s , one on e n g l i s h and european 
p o l i t i c a l theory, one on h i s t o r i c a l method, and a language paper 
( L a t i n and a n o t h e r ) . I n h i s 1961 Oxford i n a u g u r a l , Southern observed 
t h a t the u n i v e r s i t y ' s h i s t o r i a n s had been " i n c r e a s i n g l y sunk i n 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y " , d i s r e g a r d i n g " e v e r y t h i n g t h a t could not be r e l a t e d 
to i n s t i t u t i o n s and p o l i t i c s " , so t h a t crushed by "a barbarous 
weight" of f a c t s , "our b e s t h i s t o r y graduates ... w i l l be c a u t i o u s of 
v e n t u r i n g f a r from the w e l l - t r o d d e n paths of e n g l i s h p o l i t i c s and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s " . I n 1970 Lee r e c o l l e c t e d of h i s r e c e n t Oxford 
h i s t o r i c a l education t h a t "one of the more s u b s t a n t i a l fragments was 
the e n g l i s h h i s t o r y . .. the most s t r i k i n g t h i n g about t h i s was i t s 
l e n g t h ... a v a s t span to be known i n as much d e t a i l as we could 
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manage ... (and) s p a t i a l l y b l i n k e r e d " . 
The spread of Oxbridge's i n f l u e n c e was a l s o noted e a r l i e r . ^ I n 
1946, Rowse claimed Oxford England's l e a d i n g h i s t o r y s c h o o l , s i n c e so 
many o t h e r s were fed from i t . The Oxbridge i n f l u e n c e a t Sussex 
U n i v e r s i t y was noted by Wilkes (1970).^^ Of course, improvements have 
taken p l a c e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e l a t i o n to more r e c e n t h i s t o r y . 
Compulsory b r i t i s h h i s t o r y o u t l i n e s had vanished from the new 
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u n i v e r s i t i e s of the 1960s, f o r i n s t a n c e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , w e l l i n t o 
the 1970s c r i t i c s such as S t e r n (1970) Bush (1973) and S t e e l e (1976) 
were condemning the l a c k of s i g n i f i c a n t change i n u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
the s t i l l - p o w e r f u l legacy of the Oxbridge b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o u t l i n e . I n 1970, B a l l a r d lamented t h a t h i s t o r y dons 
i n England were "permitted to p r o f e s s ignorance of ... r u s s i a n or 
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japanese statesmen without a b l u s h of shame". 
I n r e s p e c t of wider-world h i s t o r y , the r e s u l t of such emphases 
has been d r a s t i c . H a r r i s o n (1968) showed t h a t , w h i l s t some 
u n i v e r s i t i e s had attempted to end the t r a d i t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s between 
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b r i t i s h , european and world h i s t o r y , even american h i s t o r y was 
* 
compulsory i n only four, w h i l s t a f r i c a n , r u s s i a n and a s i a n h i s t o r y 
were nowhere r e q u i r e d . Medieval european h i s t o r y was compulsory i n 
17, medieval e n g l i s h i n 26, and s o c i a l or economic i n 12 ( e i g h t of 
those new u n i v e r s i t i e s ) . 'World h i s t o r y ' was compulsory i n a few, but 
t h a t could mean simply g r e a t power p o l i t i c s , or B r i t a i n i n a wider 
c o n t e x t . Strong emphasis on Europe and the B r i t i s h Commonwealth was 
almost u n i v e r s a l , w h i l s t powerful i n t e r e s t i n B r i t a i n was suggested 
by s u b s t a n t i a l 'economic' content i n most co u r s e s . A s i a n h i s t o r y was 
o p t i o n a l i n 15, i n c l u d i n g only t h r e e new u n i v e r s i t i e s , and only four 
u n i v e r s i t i e s o f f e r e d e x t e n s i v e f a c i l i t i e s f o r i t s study. H a r r i s o n ' s 
c o n c l u s i o n , t h a t world h i s t o r y was "a major t r e n d " , and t h a t "the 
wealth of opportunity open ... should now be c l e a r " , was strange. 
I n f a c t , continued t r a d i t i o n a l i s m was s t r o n g l y evidenced by Davies and 
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o t h e r s as l a t e as 1977. 
The p r e s e n t w r i t e r has not attempted to up-date H a r r i s o n ' s 
f i n d i n g s . A l i m i t e d survey has been made of courses i n v o l v i n g Chinese 
s t u d i e s c u r r e n t l y o f f e r e d i n b r i t i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s and p o l y t e c h n i c s . 
That has confirmed the impression conveyed by Pearson's study (1971) 
of p a u c i t y of p r o v i s i o n f o r o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s i n g e n e r a l i n B r i t a i n 
o u t s i d e SOAS and a few other c e n t r e s , as compared w i t h France, 
Germany, the USSR and e s p e c i a l l y the USA. Today, only s i x b r i t i s h 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and one p o l y t e c h n i c o f f e r s u b s t a n t i a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r 
s p e c i a l i s a t i o n on China, and even then Chinese s t u d i e s i s i n most 
cas e s o p t i o n a l i n the o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s programme, and p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t i o n to h i s t o r y an option t h e r e i n . Cambridge's o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s 
BA may i n c l u d e s p e c i a l i s a t i o n i n Chinese s t u d i e s , w i t h h i s t o r y 
compulsory only i n p a r t one and o p t i o n a l l a t e r . Durham's o r i e n t a l 
s t u d i e s BA o f f e r s Chinese s t u d i e s as one option, i n c l u d i n g compulsory 
Unfi/ recfnf" ^ars 
h i s t o r y , though^much of t h a t had s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to western 
** 
c o n t a c t s and f o r e i g n i n f l u e n c e s . Oxford's o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s BA again 
o f f e r s Chinese s t u d i e s as a major option, but the compulsory h i s t o r y 
u n i t c o n c e n t r a t e s on modern times, e a r l i e r p e r i o d s only o f f e r e d among 
Opt i o n a l i n 34. 
Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n i s an option i n the g e n e r a l s t u d i e s BA, 
w i t h s i m i l a r h i s t o r i c a l emphases. 
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a range of o p t i o n s . H u d d e r s f i e l d P o l y t e c h n i c ' s humanities BA i n c l u d e s 
o r i e n t a l s t u d i e s (mainly China and Japan) as one of t h r e e f i r s t y e a r 
s u b j e c t s , w i t h opportunity l a t e r f o r s p e c i a l i s a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g some 
h i s t o r i c a l content. Degrees s p e c i f i c a l l y i n Chinese s t u d i e s are 
o f f e r e d only by Edinburgh, whose M.A. i n c l u d e s compulsory h i s t o r y 
a. * 
w i t h l a t e r opportunity f o r s p e c i a l i s a t i o n ; Leeds, whose BA i n c l u d e s 
an h i s t o r i c a l o u t l i n e followed by f u l l e r pre-modern and modern 
** 
s t u d i e s ; and SOAS, whose BA i n c l u d e s h i s t o r y as an o p t i o n a l 
*** 
a d d i t i o n to the compulsory language core. I n a d d i t i o n to these 
degrees, some a t t e n t i o n to China i s p a i d i n the a f r o - a s i a n options i n 
the Edge H i l l and Sussex B A s . ^ 
At post-graduate l e v e l the s i t u a t i o n appears even more 
de p r e s s i n g . A l l the i n s t i t u t i o n s o f f e r i n g degrees or major options i n 
Chinese s t u d i e s o f f e r r e s e a r c h f a c i l i t i e s , and i n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e i s 
an M.Phil a t Glasgow. However, the s m a l l numbers u t i l i s i n g those 
f a c i l i t i e s has a l r e a d y been n o t e d . ^ B e s i d e s r e s e a r c h degrees, only 
one other advanced q u a l i f i c a t i o n i s l i s t e d i n the d i r e c t o r i e s as 
being o f f e r e d by any b r i t i s h u n i v e r s i t y , the SOAS diploma i n Chinese 
a r c h a e o l o g y . ^ 7 
Nor i s the s i t u a t i o n more a u s p i c i o u s i n r e s p e c t of world 
s t u d i e s . Segal (1978) and Simpson (1983) c o n t a i n no e n t r i e s under 
t h a t heading, and the only graduate or post-graduate q u a l i f i c a t i o n i n 
world s t u d i e s c u r r e n t l y l i s t e d f o r any b r i t i s h i n s t i t u t i o n of higher 
education i s K e e l e 1 s advanced diploma i n education w i t h s p e c i a l 
**** 
r e f e r e n c e t o t e a c h i n g world s t u d i e s . 
* 
There i s a l s o an M.A. i n Chinese and a second language; and a BA 
with a Chinese option, i n which the h i s t o r y of Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i s o p t i o n a l . 
** 
There i s a l s o a BA i n Chinese and a second language. 
*** 
Chinese language i s a l s o an option i n the SOAS h i s t o r y BA, i n 
the C e n t r a l London P o l y t e c h n i c modern languages BA, and (minor 
option) i n the York languages BA. 
**** 
M.Phils i n development s t u d i e s a re o f f e r e d a t Cambridge and 
Sussex, an MSc a t Bath and a BA a t E a s t A n g l i a . Development 
s t u d i e s i s an option i n the Birmingham j o i n t honours BA, the 
Kent s o c i a l s c i e n c e s BA, the S h e f f i e l d geography or s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e BA, the Crewe/Alsager B.Ed and the Bulmershe BA. Diploma 
courses are a v a i l a b l e a t Ruskin C o l l e g e Oxford and a t L i v e r p o o l 
I n s t i t u t e of H.E. 
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F u r t h e r evidence of the a t t i t u d e of u n i v e r s i t y s t a f f to h i s t o r y 
and h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i s suggested by the e d u c a t i o n a l r e s e a r c h 
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p r o j e c t s encouraged i n r e c e n t y e a r s . F i r s t , as a l r e a d y noted, there 
has been s c a n t r e s e a r c h i n t o any asp e c t of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , and 
v i r t u a l l y none i n t o h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content. Moreover, of th e s e s 
accepted, where r e f e r e n c e has been made to world h i s t o r y or to 
non-european peoples, i t has f r e q u e n t l y c o n s t i t u t e d l i t t l e more t h a t 
* 
a token. For i n s t a n c e , B l a k e ' s MA(Ed)(1934) s t r o n g l y emphasised 
l o c a l , environmental and n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y to e x p l a i n the p r e s e n t , and 
though p o i n t i n g out t h a t environment should be seen " i n worldwide 
terms" and t h a t the s y l l a b u s should proceed to "the more remote and 
u n i v e r s a l " , a l s o urged t h a t w i t h the j u n i o r c h i l d i t should t r e a t 
"simply the neighbourhood i n which he l i v e s " , and t h a t any f o r e i g n 
h i s t o r y should be b r i e f and seen i n terms of "the romance of B r i t a i n 
o v e r s e a s " ; w h i l s t the secondary s y l l a b u s should be mainly b r i t i s h 
h i s t o r y w i t h some european, e n r i c h e d throughout by l o c a l m a t e r i a l and 
c e n t r i n g on the concept of n a t i o n a l i t y . China was mentioned once. 
Moreover, though opposing " i n c u l c a t i o n of narrow p a t r i o t i s m " , Blake 
saw world h i s t o r y as "of dubious v a l u e " w i t h j u n i o r s , w h i l s t f o r 
s e n i o r s "love of country must precede ... love of mankind as a 
w h o l e " . 5 9 
I n h i s M.Ed. (1953) C a i r n s never mentioned China as a 
p o s s i b i l i t y f o r secondary h i s t o r y ; and not having put a case f o r 
wider-world h i s t o r y to the c h i l d r e n , nor any que s t i o n s which could 
have given c l u e s as to more sweeping changes they might have 
p r e f e r r e d (none of h i s t e s t s or q u e s t i o n n a i r e items r e f e r r e d to 
China, and of 85 words i n w o r d - a s s o c i a t i o n t e s t s only one was 
s p e c i f i c t o China) came down on the s i d e of keeping "a reasonably 
60 
orthodox h i s t o r y course". 
S i m i l a r l y , Jones' M.A. (1955) though q u e s t i o n i n g "whether the 
time has not come f o r an e n t i r e l y new approach", and observing t h a t 
"we must avoid the tendency to c l i n g to the f a m i l i a r ... the problem 
of the r e l a t i v e a t t e n t i o n to be p a i d to b r i t i s h and to world h i s t o r y 
has to be answered ... t h e r e i s the danger of seeking the easy 
s o l u t i o n of a narrow and p a r o c h i a l approach", concluded i t was 
"always n e c e s s a r y to r e l a t e content ... to everyday l i f e and to 
the a c t u a l experience of the p u p i l " . I n h i s q u e s t i o n n a i r e , of 24 main 
I n a l l c a s e s no q u a l i t a t i v e judgement i s i m p l i e d . 
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a r e a s of i n v e s t i g a t i o n , c o n t a i n i n g r e f e r e n c e to approximately 190 
t o p i c s , Chinese content was mentioned only t w i c e : and of 27 modern 
t o p i c s o f f e r e d f o r ranking, though a strong 'world' emphasis was 
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p r e s e n t , only one r e l a t e d to China. 
Smith's important B . L i t t . (1965) suggested t h a t the p r i n c i p a l 
problems of school h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g were, should and could i t be 
taught. What should or could be taught was not i d e n t i f i e d as a b a s i c 
i s s u e and only 14 pages were given t o s y l l a b u s content. She observed 
t h a t "where a p p r o p r i a t e , the s y l l a b u s should be widened to i n c l u d e 
the h e r i t a g e of o t h e r s as w e l l as our own", but made no suggestion as 
to how t h a t might be done, and appeared to assume development of 
world h i s t o r y (mentioned only h a l f a dozen times throughout, and 
never w i t h approbation) to stand i p s o f a c t o a g a i n s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n on 
h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s . China was mentioned t h r e e times, and Chinese 
6 2 
h i s t o r y nowhere consi d e r e d . 
L i k e w i s e , S i r e t t ' s M.Ed. (1966) d e s p i t e b r i e f a t t e n t i o n to world 
h i s t o r y , p l u s an a s s e r t i o n t h a t the e a r l i e r h i s t o r i c a l background to 
r e c e n t world events should be taught, p r i m a r i l y concentrated on the 
philosophy and t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y , r a t h e r than c u r r i c u l u m content. 
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Chinese h i s t o r y was nowhere mentioned. 
Booth's M.Ed. (1967) w h i l s t concluding t h a t school h i s t o r y was 
"not c a t e r i n g f o r the needs of many ... p u p i l s " , needing "a more 
cosmopolitan outlook", went on to suggest a 'world h i s t o r y ' s y l l a b u s 
which f o r t h r e e y e a r s comprised l a r g e l y european h i s t o r y , and i n 
which China occupied no more than p a r t of a term i n the f i r s t y e ar, 
f o r c o n t r a s t w i t h e a r l y mediterranean c i v i l i s a t i o n s , p a r t of a term 
i n the t h i r d y e a r , as c o n t r a s t to B r i t a i n and Europe, and h a l f of one 
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of f i v e themes i n y e ar f i v e . 
B a y n e - J a r d i n e 1 s M.Ed. (1969) d e s p i t e demanding "a s h i f t from the 
t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n ... the c e r t a i n t i e s of the 19th century cannot 
form the b a s i s f o r h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g today ... h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s have 
become p r i s o n e r s of the p a s t ... i t i s time t h a t they threw o f f the 
c h a i n s of a s y l l a b u s and an a t t i t u d e rooted i n the 19th century", a t 
no time mentioned e i t h e r world or Chinese h i s t o r y . I t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of s y l l a b u s content s p e c i f i e d f o r development only the environment, 
i n d u s t r i a l archaeology, l o c a l i n f l u e n c e s , the f a m i l y and s o c i a l 
t o p i c s . 
Cook's M . L i t t . (1970) i n s i s t e d t h a t "the c e n t r e of g r a v i t y 
must move and the drama ... be played on a bigger stage than was 
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a c c e p t a b l e i n the 19th century". R e c o n c i l i n g the c l a i m s of l o c a l , 
n a t i o n a l and world h i s t o r y was e s s e n t i a l . 'World' developments i n 
upper forms demanded " r a d i c a l a l t e r a t i o n s i n a t t i t u d e ... lower down 
the s c h o o l " . On the o t h e r hand i t assembled powerful unrefuted 
c r i t i c i s m s of world h i s t o r y ; s t r o n g l y advocated h i s t o r y f o r 
c i t i z e n s h i p ; devoted 13 pages to the New H i s t o r y and l i n k s between 
h i s t o r y and s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , seen as t i e d c l o s e l y to the r i s e of 
l o c a l h i s t o r y ; and allowed only seven of 236 pages to a study of the 
development of both contemporary and world h i s t o r y - and none to 
China. 
Alexander's MA(Ed)(1971) drew up secondary c u r r i c u l u m content 
b u i l t around 'evidence' ( a l l b r i t i s h ) l o c a l and f a m i l y h i s t o r y and 
e d u c a t i o n a l drama ( a l l b r i t i s h t o p i c s ) and, d e s p i t e r e f e r e n c e to need 
f o r wider i m a g i n a t i v e empathy and suggestion of Ming China as a t h i r d 
y e a r t o p i c , gave only 61 l i n e s to world h i s t o r y and mentioned China 
only t h r i c e . ^ 
F i n a l l y , Danziger's M.Ed. (1973) s t r e s s e d c u r r i c u l u m content to 
a i d the c h i l d ' s understanding of h i s own s o c i e t y . "The h i s t o r y which 
could b e s t achieve t h a t , would be based on r e c e n t , l o c a l , and 
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y ... n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y w i l l undeniably loom l a r g e i n 
the s y l l a b u s " . S y l l a b u s suggestions o f f e r e d , though c l a i m i n g to 
r e p r e s e n t both p r o c e s s and content o b j e c t i v e s , were almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y s k i l l s - b a s e d , and c l o s e l y i n l i n e w i t h the 'New H i s t o r y ' 
approaches then being adumbrated. ("Of a l l the boundary d i s p u t e s , 
t h a t between h i s t o r y and s o c i o l o g y seems the l e a s t p r o d u c t i v e " . ) 
Though r e c o g n i s i n g the i n d e f e n s i b i l i t y of e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l 
h i s t o r y , i t regarded as almost i n s u p e r a b l e the s c a l e of world h i s t o r y 
and i t s conceptual, i d e o l o g i c a l and r e s o u r c e problems, and o v e r a l l 
found i t worthy only of " b r i e f mention" (one paragraph i n 152 
. 68 p a g e s ) . 
Each of those t h e s e s was of i n t e r e s t , i n some c a s e s importance, 
i n other r e s p e c t s . They are c i t e d s o l e l y to i l l u s t r a t e the 
n e g l e c t of wider h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m c o n s i d e r a t i o n s emanating from 
b r i t i s h u n i v e r s i t i e s even up to r e c e n t times. As noted e a r l i e r , 
l e s s than a dozen t h e s e s d i r e c t l y r e l e v a n t to t h i s study's 
* 
s p e c i f i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s have been unearthed. Only two p a r t i c u l a r l y 
Two by geographers. 
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c o n s i d e r e d t e a c h i n g about China, and only one of those Chinese 
h i s t o r y . One t h e s i s on world h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g as such has been 
69 
t r a c e d . There may have been o t h e r s : but the u n i v e r s i t i e s ' f a i l u r e 
to channel r e s e a r c h i n t e r e s t s around the e d u c a t i o n a l p o t e n t i a l of 
h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content w i t h e i t h e r a world or non-european 
emphasis i s b l a t a n t . 
Only b r i e f c o n s i d e r a t i o n may be given here to the u n i v e r s i t i e s ' 
i n f l u e n c e over t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g programmes. That warrants f u r t h e r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . There i s l i t t l e doubt, however, t h a t Lamont (1972) 
was c o r r e c t , t h a t "the d e c i s i v e i n f l u e n c e ... came from the 
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u n i v e r s i t i e s downwards". Fo l l o w i n g the Cross Commission (1886) 
d a y - t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e s were g r a d u a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d . From the beginning 
they were c l o s e l y t i e d to the u n i v e r s i t i e s and the h i s t o r y taught 
t h e r e i n c l o s e l y followed the u n i v e r s i t i e s ' p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o u t l i n e s . I n both the entrance 
q u a l i f y i n g examination f o r t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e s and the f i n a l 
examination, candidates had to show knowledge of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
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o u t l i n e s . An i n v e s t i g a t i o n (1961) of 70 c o l l e g e c u r r i c u l a showed 
only 54% c l a i m i n g to t e a c h world h i s t o r y ( f r e q u e n t l y simply c l a s s i c a l 
or b r i t i s h and european) and only 15% w i t h strong emphasis. Even 
then, China was excluded more o f t e n than not, as L y a l l (1967) f u r t h e r 
showed. C l e a r l y , H i l l ' s a s s e r t i o n (1953) t h a t t e a c h e r s were 
"inadequately equipped" f o r world h i s t o r y was c o r r e c t , as was 
Murphy's (1968) t h a t a major problem was t e a c h e r s ' i n s e c u r i t y due to 
inadequate education, and Doncaster's (1973) t h a t the p r i n c i p a l 
problem i n r e s p e c t of China was not f i n d i n g or u s i n g source 
73 
m a t e r i a l s , but "the ignorance of t e a c h e r s of t h e i r e x i s t e n c e " . 
The u n i v e r s i t i e s have a l s o e x e r c i s e d powerful negative i n f l u e n c e 
over school c u r r i c u l a , through probably not to the e x t e n t of seeking 
d e l i b e r a t e l y to " c o l o n i z e and i n c u l c a t e the secondary s c h o o l s w i t h 
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t h e i r v a l u e s and forms of thought". Of 56 i n t e r - w a r s c hool 
i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t s which have been s t u d i e d , 14 s p e c i f i c a l l y noted 
Oxbridge-educated t e a c h e r s . I n f i v e of those the s y l l a b u s was a l l 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , i n f i v e e n g l i s h p l u s some l i m i t e d european, and i n 
only one was world h i s t o r y mentioned - alongside an e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
75 
c o u rse. By 1938, i t was " d i f f i c u l t to exaggerate the importance of 
t h i s School and T r i p o s (Oxford) on h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s " . ... The 
u n i v e r s i t i e s were "the n u r s e r i e s " without which "the r e c e n t 
development of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . .. would have been i m p o s s i b l e " . 
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T h i r t y y e a r s l a t e r the i n f l u e n c e of the academic h i s t o r i a n s was s t i l l 
being s p o t l i g h t e d . The t y p i c a l h i s t o r y t e a c h e r " a c c e p t s the l o c i 
c l a s s i c i as handed down by the academic s u b - c u l t u r e w i t h which he 
7 6 
i d e n t i f i e s : he teaches t r a d i t i o n a l t o p i c s " . 
The u n i v e r s i t i e s ' c o n s e r v a t i v e i n f l u e n c e on both pedagogy and 
c u r r i c u l u m i s seen p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of examination 
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s y l l a b u s e s . Booth (1967) was demonstrably i n c o r r e c t i n t h i s 
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r e s p e c t . I n one Northumberland school i n 1929, f o r i n s t a n c e , the 
s y l l a b u s ( l a r g e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ) was " i n e v i t a b l y governed by the 
79 
demands of the examinations". But examination s y l l a b u s e s , whether 
the 100 l o c a l s by 1900, or the School C e r t i f i c a t e a f t e r 1918, were 
from the s t a r t determined by unive r s i t y - d o m i n a t e d bodies. Thus, as 
E l l i o t t (1975) maintained, "the Board passed over to the u n i v e r s i t i e s 
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c o n t r o l of the c u r r i c u l u m i n the upper forms of secondary s c h o o l s " . 
A l l examining bodies' s y l l a b u s e s between the wars focused e x c l u s i v e l y 
upon e n g l i s h , european and c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y - p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
former. Oxford and Cambridge, f o r i n s t a n c e , s e t t h r e e e n g l i s h 
papers, the t h i r d only r e p l a c e a b l e by a european option, w h i l s t 
B r i s t o l s e t t h r e e e n g l i s h papers p l u s one on c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y . 
From the s t a r t t h e r e was d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n . Nonetheless, d e s p i t e 
widespread r e c o g n i t i o n of examination s y l l a b u s e s ' i n f l u e n c e on the 
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s c h o o l , most t e a c h e r s ' c r i t i c i s m s s p o t l i g h t e d not s y l l a b u s content 
but l e n g t h and approach. Although c e r t a i n r e s e r v a t i o n s as to content 
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have been noted, t e a c h e r s seem i n g e n e r a l to have accepted without 
q u e s t i o n 'the english-plus-some-european' content, and to have 
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assumed i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n as the core. 
Consequently, any m o d i f i c a t i o n s o ccurred w i t h i n e x i s t i n g 
s y l l a b u s e s r a t h e r than i n the form of new. Thus by 1950 world 
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h i s t o r y was v i r t u a l l y n o n - e x i s t e n t as an examination s u b j e c t , and 
85 
even by the e a r l y 1960s, though change was creeping i n , a l l e i g h t 
GCE boards' s y l l a b u s e s made i t " p o s s i b l e to ignore the h i s t o r y of 
Europe and the wider world". Only 23 s p e c i a l papers had been 
v a l i d a t e d - 20 b r i t i s h , european or l o c a l h i s t o r y , two american, and 
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one world a f f a i r s . None d e a l t w i t h China other than p e r i p h e r a l l y . 
As l a t e as the mid-1970s, i t was s t i l l p o s s i b l e to p o r t r a y most GCE 
papers as having "much i n common wi t h those s e t i n the 19th century", 
and "watered-down v e r s i o n s of those followed a t u n i v e r s i t y " , so t h a t 
s c h o o l h i s t o r y stood " i n danger of being choked upon a u n i v e r s i t y -
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imposed d i e t " . I n Wales, '0' l e v e l ' s emphasis on r o t e l e a r n i n g and 
n a r r a t i v e reproduction of e n g l i s h and welsh h i s t o r y was exposed as 
r e c e n t l y as 1978; w h i l s t i n 1980 another w r i t e r lamented t h a t the 
examination system was s t i l l making i t " d i f f i c u l t f o r t e a c h e r s to 
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s t r a y f a r from t r i e d and proven paths". 
A second major source of i n f l u e n c e towards the l e a r n i n g of 
f a c t u a l , c h r o n o l o g i c a l , n a t i o n a l s y l l a b u s content has been the 
p u b l i c a t i o n s and a c t i v i t i e s of the c e n t r a l c o n t r o l l i n g body and i t s 
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i n s p e c t o r a t e . Smith (1966) c o r r e c t l y observed t h a t t h a t body 
"could not be s a i d to have s t r o n g l y committed i t s e l f " to the g l o b a l 
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study of mankind's h i s t o r y . From the e a r l i e s t y e a r s , o c c a s i o n a l l y 
tempered by the broader v i s i o n of HMI such as B e a t r i c e Ensor and 
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o t h e r s , p a r o c h i a l i s m and n a t i o n a l s t r e s s have been dominant. I n 
1904, the b a s i c s t a t e d o b j e c t i v e was " f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h the l i t e r a t u r e 
and h i s t o r y of (our) own country ... the g r e a t persons and events of 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y and of ... the B r i t i s h Empire". I n 1908, " i n n e a r l y 
every school i t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y ... to p l a c e a formal course 
c o v e r i n g the whole of e n g l i s h h i s t o r y ... i n many i t w i l l not be 
p o s s i b l e to attempt any independent work i n h i s t o r y other than t h a t 
of England". I n 1914, t h e r e was "no time f o r the s y s t e m a t i c t e a c h i n g 
of f o r e i g n h i s t o r y " , and "nothing of v a l u e i n european h i s t o r y a f t e r 
1871 to be taught i n the classroom". I n 1923, younger c h i l d r e n must 
a c q u i r e "the d e f i n i t e f i r s t c o n s e c u t i v e o u t l i n e of the outstanding 
f i g u r e s and events ... of our own n a t i o n a l s t o r y " . Secondaries must 
be given "a c l e a r o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y of (our) own country". The 
o l d e s t p u p i l s should study "a course ... comprising a p e r i o d of 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y (plus) the corresponding p e r i o d of european", though 
the e n g l i s h would " n a t u r a l l y be s t u d i e d i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l " . F i n d l a y 
(1923) noted: "The i n f l u e n c e of the Board of Education ... ensures 
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t h a t e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r s h a l l not be n e g l e c t e d " . 
Such i d e a s a l s o i n f l u e n c e d the Hadow committee (1926). " A l l 
p e r i o d s of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " must be t r e a t e d w i t h "no l a r g e f a c t o r " 
omitted. The next y e a r , the Board's Handbook, a f t e r a s s e r t i n g t h a t 
"no course .. . can be s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a t l e a v e s the p u p i l w i t h the 
i mpression t h a t the s t o r y of the world began w i t h J u l i u s C a e s a r ' s 
v i s i t s " , recommended c o n c e n t r a t i o n on "those p a r t s of the world's 
s t o r y from which modern c i v i l i s a t i o n can t r a c e a d i r e c t descent .. . 
i t i s easy to waste time ... to devote too much a t t e n t i o n to s t o r i e s 
of the A s i a t i c Empires ... whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s to modern c i v i l i s a t i o n 
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are a t b e s t i n d i r e c t " . I n 28 pages on h i s t o r y , almost the e n t i r e 
focus l a y upon e n g l i s h chronology. The wider world was v i r t u a l l y 
ignored. China was not mentioned. When r e i s s u e d t e n y e a r s l a t e r 
(1937) the Handbook's o v e r a l l impression was unchanged. Although a 
new paragraph a d v i s e d "A r e s p e c t f o r other c i v i l i s a t i o n s ... w i l l 
b e s t grow out of a knowledge ... of t h e i r h i s t o r y . .. even to hear 
once t h a t the Chinese were a c u l t u r e d people when our a n c e s t o r s were 
savages may e x e r c i s e a l a s t i n g e f f e c t " , no follow-up suggestions were 
made. The 'empire h i s t o r y ' s e c t i o n from 1927 was renamed 'world 
h i s t o r y ' , w i t h an unchanged t e x t ; a l l t o p i c s i n a 'world h i s t o r y ' 
framework were b r i t i s h and european; former c r i t i c i s m of ignorance of 
a l l but b r i t i s h h i s t o r y was omitted; former r e f e r e n c e to Mogul I n d i a 
was dropped; and China was s t i l l excluded from a 10-page s y l l a b u s 
o u t l i n e . 9 " ^ 
C l o s e r evidence of o f f i c i a l a t t i t u d e s pre-war has been obtained 
from school i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t s , whose i n f l u e n c e has a l s o been noted 
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by E l l i o t t (1975) . I n 45 out of 58 r e p o r t s on 56 s c h o o l s i n 13 
LEAs, the h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s d e s c r i b e d was l a r g e l y e n g l i s h . European 
h i s t o r y was mentioned only 19 times and 'world' h i s t o r y seven. A 
genuine world p e r s p e c t i v e p r e v a i l e d i n t h r e e a t the most. Yet i n 
seven i n s t a n c e s HMI r e q u i r e d more e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , i n nine some 
european and i n only t h r e e some 'world h i s t o r y ' . I n 33 i n s t a n c e s no 
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c r i t i c i s m s were made. I n a London school (which alone among the the 
56 taught U.S. h i s t o r y ) HMI's recommendation (1921) was to expand 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , p l u s " j u s t t h a t p a r t of contemporary 
european . . . n e c e s s a r y f o r understanding the . .. e n g l i s h " . That 
advice was twice repeated elsewhere i n London (1929) b e s i d e s Surrey 
and W i l t s h i r e (1922). Three e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h and european h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s e s i n Warwickshire and London (1921,1930,1930) were noted 
favourably. I n a Y o r k s h i r e school (1926) whose e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s s t r e s s e d " b r i s k catechism ... a c c u r a t e knowledge of f a c t " , 
HMI seemed p l e a s e d . A South S h i e l d s s y l l a b u s (1927) almost 
e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h h i s t o r y was a c c e p t a b l e ; another i n L a n c a s h i r e 
(1930) was "exemplary"; and o t h e r s i n Newcastle, London and Y o r k s h i r e 
(1930) were r e c e i v e d without adverse comment. A London s y l l a b u s 
(1930) dominated by e n g l i s h and c l a s s i c a l h i s t o r y was c r i t i c i s e d f o r 
l e a v i n g "formidable gaps i n t h e i r study and knowledge of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r y " . On the other hand, a London f o u r - y e a r world h i s t o r y course 
(1930) was " f u l l of d i f f i c u l t i e s " , w i t h " l i t t l e promise", and 
demanded s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ; w h i l s t a L a n c a s h i r e f i v e - y e a r world h i s t o r y 
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course (1930) was c r i t i c i s e d f o r " i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s " , HMI recommending 
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t h a t i t be shortened. 
Even a f t e r the war, changes i n a t t i t u d e were slow to come. The 
cover of the M i n i s t r y ' s Teaching H i s t o r y (1952) was adorned w i t h 
p i c t u r e s of a l l 40 e n g l i s h monarchs. For j u n i o r s , " s t o r i e s mainly 
about our own country" were recommended. For o t h e r s , "a s y l l a b u s 
which does not i n c l u d e one patch a t about the time of the norman 
conquest, one i n the f l o w e r i n g of the middle ages, one i n the age of 
Henry 8th. or E l i z a b e t h , one i n the age of C h a r l e s 1 s t , one i n the 
i n d u s t r i a l , american and f r e n c h r e v o l u t i o n s , one i n the world 
cataclysms of the 20th century and one i n the emergence of the 
B r i t i s h Commonwealth, i s somewhat d e l i b e r a t e l y avoiding the obvious, 
and indeed the important". The value-judgements were o b t r u s i v e , the 
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chances f o r world h i s t o r y s l i g h t . 
DES c o u r s e s a d v e r t i s e d i n the f i r s t i s s u e of Teaching H i s t o r y 
(1969) suggested l i t t l e improvement. Of e i g h t s h o r t c o u r s e s , none 
was extra-european. Of seven other major c o u r s e s , one was on modern 
world a f f a i r s , the o t h e r s on B r i t a i n . Of nine s h o r t courses i n 
1974-5, four were on l o c a l evidence: i n a d d i t i o n , e i g h t long courses 
on environmental h i s t o r y were run. None of the s i x i n 1975-6 had 
extra-european i n t e r e s t . I n 1982-3, two of t h r e e s h o r t courses 
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a d v e r t i s e d focused on the l o c a l environment. 
Thus, d e s p i t e s p o r a d i c evidence of i n t e r e s t i n wider c u r r i c u l u m 
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content, as noted e a r l i e r , o f f i c i a l d o m has shown i t s e l f a t b e s t 
lukewarm as to world h i s t o r y and world s t u d i e s . Recent r e p o r t s on 
primary and secondary education (1978-9) and c u r r i c u l u m development 
(1980) made no acknowledgement of any need f o r wider-world 
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p e r s p e c t i v e s . 
I n r e s p e c t of China, evidence of o f f i c i a l i n t e r e s t i s s p a r s e . 
V i r t u a l l y no r e f e r e n c e s have been found i n any of the m i n i s t r y ' s 
p u b l i c a t i o n s on c u r r i c u l u m , though a Chinese s t u d i e s course was 
supported a t Oxford i n 1976. When te a c h i n g Chinese language i n 
s c h o o l s was r a i s e d i n the Commons four times i n the 1960s, the 
o f f i c i a l response was b l e a k . I n May 1965, the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e was 
asked i f work i n s c h o o l s by SACU 1^ 1 could be f a c i l i t a t e d . A j u n i o r 
m i n i s t e r answered t h a t though i t was hoped s c h o o l s would "take every 
opportunity of promoting knowledge and understanding of the l i f e and 
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outlook of other peoples", the s c h o o l s themselves must decide. 
S i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e has a l s o been e x e r t e d by s e m i - o f f i c i a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s . The Royal H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' s l i b r a r y " c o n s i s t s 
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mainly of primary sources of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . Of 69 Alexander P r i z e 
e s s a y s , 1898-1982, 65 considered b r i t i s h h i s t o r y (56 domestic 
t o p i c s ) . S t u d i e s i n H i s t o r y , which by 1981 comprised 26 t i t l e s , 
i n c l u d e d 17 items on d e t a i l s of b r i t i s h i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y ; f i v e on 
b r i t i s h f o r e i g n a c t i v i t i e s ; two on Europe; and two on european 
a c t i v i t i e s o v e r s e a s . I n a d d i t i o n , guides to e n g l i s h l o c a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and e p i s c o p a l r e g i s t e r s were p u b l i s h e d , p l u s an annual 
b i b l i o g r a p h y on B r i t a i n and I r e l a n d . The p r e s i d e n t i a l address i n 
1981 covered 'Feudal s o c i e t y and the f a m i l y i n e a r l y medieval 
England 1; and a t o r d i n a r y meetings papers were read on c a r o l i n g i a n 
s c h o o l s , C h a r l e s the Second's p a r l i a m e n t s and the r e s e t t l e m e n t of 
England, 1267. The only r e l i e f from the minutiae of b r i t i s h h i s t o r y 
was M c N e i l l ' s 'A defence of world h i s t o r y 1 . That o f f e r e d a t l e a s t 
some improvement on the p r e v i o u s t h r e e y e a r s , when papers read had 
concentrated on such as b r i t i s h wartime food production, bureaucracy 
and landed f a m i l i e s (1980); n i n t h century England, medieval Wales, 
the 15th century navy and b r i t i s h cartography (1979); and 14th 
century England, 14th century B r i t a i n , 19th century B r i t a i n , 
103* 
edwardian s o c i e t y , and B r i t a i n i n 1940 (1978). 
More important i n i t s d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e upon t e a c h e r s , however, 
has been the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . Set up i n 1906 to "coordinate 
the e f f o r t s of a l l ... towards the improvement of h i s t o r i c a l 
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t e a c h i n g " , i t from the s t a r t attempted to do so through 
conferences and a v a r i e t y of p u b l i c a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y the j o u r n a l 
H i s t o r y (1913/1916-on) which had no r e a l r i v a l as a medium f o r 
d i s s e m i n a t i n g pedagogical and c u r r i c u l u m a t t i t u d e s to h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r s . Two of the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s founders were t r a i n i n g c o l l e g e 
l e c t u r e r s . The t h i r d p r i n c i p a l founder, P o l l a r d , p r o f e s s o r of 
** 105 c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y a t London, as noted e a r l i e r a l s o founded 
the I n s t i t u t e of H i s t o r i c a l Research, w i t h i t s dominant emphasis on 
e n g l i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y and c l o s e l i n k s w i t h both the H i s t o r y 
of Parliament and the V i c t o r i a County H i s t o r y . P o l l a r d c h a i r e d the 
f i r s t e x p l o r a t o r y meeting, sent out the f i r s t i n v i t a t i o n s , convened 
d i s c u s s i o n s i n h i s own home, was the f i r s t e d i t o r of H i s t o r y a f t e r 
i t s take over i n 1916, and was the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s t h i r d p r e s i d e n t . 
* 
P l u s o c c a s i o n a l papers on Europe. 
** 
And F e l l o w of A l l S o u l s , Oxford. 
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From the s t a r t h i s c e n t r a l r o l e ensured both the dominance of the 
u n i v e r s i t y i n t e r e s t and the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s p e r s i s t e n t emphasis upon 
e n g l i s h p o l i t i c a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and l o c a l d e t a i l . The o r i g i n s and 
depth of t h a t emphasis become even more apparent from the names of 
the prominent e a r l y s u p p o r t e r s : F i r t h , Oxford s c h o l a r , s p e c i a l i s t 
i n 17th century England, the f i r s t p r e s i d e n t ; Tout, Oxford s c h o l a r , 
s p e c i a l i s t i n medieval England, the second p r e s i d e n t ; T r e v elyan; 
Spalding, e d i t o r of P i e r s Plowman; and Marten, author of textbooks on 
e n g l i s h h i s t o r y and (1929) the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s f i r s t schoolmaster-
p r e s i d e n t . 
The a s s o c i a t i o n had seven branches by 1910 - a l l i n u n i v e r s i t y 
c i t i e s - and has today over 100. Throughout t h a t p e r i o d , i t has 
never been other than " t e n t a t i v e on the q u e s t i o n of world h i s t o r y " , 
as Heater (1980) c o r r e c t l y observed. Longden's c o n c l u s i o n (1972) 
t h a t i t has given "a v e r y f a i r share to the p r o t a g o n i s t s of the 
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t e a c h i n g of world h i s t o r y " , was unsound. I t s p a r t i n h e l p i n g s e t 
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up the Brunswick I n s t i t u t e was acknowledged e a r l i e r , but such 
s t i r r i n g s have been e c l i p s e d by an overwhelming i n t e r e s t i n e n g l i s h 
n a t i o n a l and l o c a l h i s t o r y , h i s t o r y f o r c i t i z e n s h i p and, i n r e c e n t 
y e a r s , the New H i s t o r y , w i t h i t s emphasis upon the documentary 
108 
evidence of e n g l i s h l o c a l and n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
A few f u r t h e r examples of p e r s i s t e n t H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n 
i n t e r e s t i n such c u r r i c u l a r emphases may be c i t e d . I n 1929 i t 
recommended t h a t h i s t o r i c a l education f o r upper j u n i o r s be "mainly 
s t o r i e s from e n g l i s h h i s t o r y and the f o r e i g n h i s t o r y connected w i t h 
i t . At t h i s age c h i l d r e n develop a strong i n t e r e s t i n 
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n a t i o n a l i t y " . I n 1944, the a s s o c i a t i o n p u b l i s h e d Reid and Toyne's 
Planning of a h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s f o r s c h o o l s . E a r l y i n d i c a t i o n s of 
support f o r 'world h i s t o r y ' meant e i t h e r a s y l l a b u s c e n t r i n g upon 
England, w i t h Europe ("even world h i s t o r y " ) as a background; or a 
course c e n t r i n g upon Europe but t a k i n g examples from England. Almost 
a l l s t o r i e s recommended f o r j u n i o r s were b r i t i s h and european. A 
suggested secondary course was wholly european i n p e r s p e c t i v e . 
S c i e n t i f i c h i s t o r y was i n t e r p r e t e d s o l e l y i n greco-european terms; 
p o l i t i c a l - c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y a n g l o c e n t r i c a l l y . The pamphlet 
contained only 11 one-word r e f e r e n c e s to non-Europeans, and s i x to 
the world. No d e t a i l was suggested. China was ignored.'1""'"^ S i m i l a r 
evidence may be drawn from an a r t i c l e by Toyne (new chairman of an 
a s s o c i a t i o n s y l l a b u s reform committee) i n H i s t o r y i n 1945, i n s i s t i n g 
t h a t c h i l d r e n be o f f e r e d almost e x c l u s i v e l y e n g l i s h and european 
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h i s t o r y . F i r s t y e ar secondary p u p i l s should f o l l o w a course 
s t r e s s i n g p e r s o n a l , l o c a l and environmental m a t e r i a l s broadening out 
"to t h e i r neighbours, thence to t h e i r country as a whole ... then 
forward again to the Empire, and the World". From t h a t p o i n t , 
however, they must " t r a v e l on more o r d e r l y and beaten t r a c k s " . 
Second y e a r s , s t a r t i n g from a study of l o c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , should 
make a formal study of the r i s e of european n a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y 
France and Spain. For t h i r d y e a r s , t h e r e was "no b e t t e r c h o i c e than 
the time-honoured y e a r s 1485-1715". For f o u r t h y e a r s , the course was 
to be a l l euro-american. F i f t h y e a r s must study B r i t a i n and the 
empire, p l u s e n g l i s h h i s t o r y i n supposedly wider p e r s p e c t i v e , but 
emphasising s o c i a l , i n d u s t r i a l and p a r l i a m e n t a r y d e t a i l . 'New' 
content i n c l u d e d the r a i l w a y s ' i n f l u e n c e on V i c t o r i a n a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
Knowledge of the wider world was not s p e c i f i e d . I t could be "picked 
up" from s t o r i e s of b r i t i s h e x p l o r e r s . However, "time would not 
a l l o w anything but the b a r e s t o u t l i n e of japanese or Chinese 
h i s t o r y " . Thus, the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a t a forthcoming 
o f f i c i a l conference on secondary h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m (August 1945) 
wrote-off the F a r E a s t i n h a l f a sentence. ^ ^ 
Such u n i n s p i r e d t r a d i t i o n a l i s m p r e v a i l e d w e l l i n t o post-war 
decades. Burston's H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n pamphlet on s i x t h form 
h i s t o r y (1957) made no mention of anything beyond B r i t a i n , Europe and 
America. The guiding p r i n c i p l e must be "study of a l i m i t e d 
p e r i o d ... s e t i n the framework of ... o u t l i n e s of b r i t i s h , or 
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european and b r i t i s h h i s t o r y " . 
The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s pedagogical and academic b o o k l e t s o f f e r 
f u r t h e r evidence of l i m i t e d v i s i o n . L i t t l e has been p u b l i s h e d on the 
* 
extra-european world or t e a c h i n g about i t . By 1981, of 58 pamphlets 
i n p r i n t i n the 'General S e r i e s ' , 29 were on B r i t a i n , 22 on Europe, 
two each on America, R u s s i a n and A f r i c a , and one on i m p e r i a l i s m : 
t h e r e were none on A s i a , South America or I s l a m . Of 18 i n the 
'Teaching of H i s t o r y ' s e r i e s , seven d e a l t with B r i t a i n , nine theory 
of t e a c h i n g and one each Europe and world h i s t o r y . Of 10 'Aids f o r 
Teachers' e i g h t were on B r i t a i n , one each on Europe and the USA. Of 
* 
Save f o r a s m a l l number of t i t l e s such as P r a t t ' s China and 
Japan (1944) P u r c e l l ' s R i s e of Modern China (1962) M o r r e l l ' s 
Great Powers i n the P a c i f i c (1965) Wall's Japan's Century (1964) 
Marsh and C o l l i s t e r ' s Teaching of a f r i c a n h i s t o r y (1968) 
B e a s l e y ' s Notes on the t e a c h i n g of f a r e a s t e r n h i s t o r y ( rev. 
edn. 1973) and Henderson's Teaching of World H i s t o r y (1979). 
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16 'Helps f o r Students', 13 were on B r i t a i n , two on Europe and one on 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . Of seven 'Appreciations i n H i s t o r y ' , four 
113 
were on B r i t a i n , two on Europe and one on the League of Nations. 
A s i m i l a r p i c t u r e emerges from the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s ' r e v i s i o n 
courses i n h i s t o r y ' s i n c e 1937. Between 1952-4, f o r i n s t a n c e , of 21 
l e c t u r e t o p i c s o f f e r e d , 16 were on B r i t a i n , f i v e on Europe. By 1982, 
t h i n g s had b a r e l y changed: of 14 l e c t u r e s o f f e r e d , one was 
pedagogical, two european and 11 on B r i t a i n , i n c l u d i n g four on l o c a l 
h i s t o r y . 
Of course, a s s o c i a t i o n ' a t t i t u d e s ' (which have always i n any 
case been disavowed) have only to some ex t e n t r e f l e c t e d those of the 
membership. L o c a l branch a c t i v i t i e s have r e f l e c t e d s i m i l a r emphases 
to those of the n a t i o n a l body. I n one a r e a (1981-2) of 42 programmed 
a c t i v i t i e s , 17 d e a l t w i t h l o c a l h i s t o r y , 14 n a t i o n a l , one i m p e r i a l , 
and 10 european ( i n c l u d i n g one on R u s s i a i n A s i a ) . The r e s t of the 
world was ignored. 
The c l e a r e s t evidence of the a t t i t u d e s and i n t e r e s t of the 
a s s o c i a t i o n ' s l e a d e r s h i p and membership, however, a r i s e s from study 
of the contents of i t s two h o u s e - j o u r n a l s H i s t o r y and Teaching 
116 
H i s t o r y . The former, "the i n d i s p e n s a b l e magazine f o r t e a c h e r s " , 
has had seven e d i t o r s s i n c e 1916, a l l s p e c i a l i s t s i n e n g l i s h or 
european h i s t o r y . Thus, the f i n d i n g s of a breakdown of the j o u r n a l ' s 
contents between 1916 and 1979, though d i s q u i e t i n g , need not s u r p r i s e 
the i n v e s t i g a t o r . Of 997 a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d , 419 (42.03%) were on 
a s p e c t s of b r i t i s h p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y ( i n c l u d i n g over 300 on England, 
25 on b r i t i s h i m p e r i a l , 16 on b r i t i s h m i l i t a r y , and 30 on b r i t i s h 
s o c i a l and economic). There were 213 (21.66%) on Europe. By 
c o n t r a s t , t h e r e were only 18 (1.8%) on America, nine (0.9%) on 
* 
R u s s i a , one each on A f r i c a and the i s l a m i c world, and ten (1%) on 
** 
E a s t and South A s i a , i n c l u d i n g three (0.3%) on China. 
The HA's a t t i t u d e to r u s s i a n h i s t o r y was c l e a r l y shown i n t h e i r 
response to a c a l l by the r u s s i a n ambassador (1943) f o r more 
r u s s i a n h i s t o r y i n b r i t i s h c u r r i c u l a : "We cannot meet the 
demands of every e n t h u s i a s t ... t h e r e i s much to be s a i d a g a i n s t 
y i e l d i n g to temptation". I n 1948, a r u s s i a n newspaper f e l t i t 
l e g i t i m a t e to accuse the H.A. ( u n f a i r l y ) of d e l i b e r a t e l y 
c o n s p i r i n g to keep b r i t i s h c h i l d r e n i gnorant of R u s s i a . (See 
H i s t o r y 28,1943,72; H i s t o r y 33,1947-8, 106). 
* * 
The remainder mainly c o n s i s t e d of a r t i c l e s on r e s o u r c e s 
(overwhelmingly b r i t i s h ) pedagogy and h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . 
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Even more i l l u m i n a t i n g i s to count the a r t i c l e s , other then 
r e v i e w s , p u b l i s h e d 1916-1979 and c o n t a i n i n g r e f e r e n c e s of any s o r t , 
however b r i e f , to China. They t o t a l 23 out of 997 ( 2 . 3 1 % ) . Of those, 
17 were one-word r e f e r e n c e s . The o t h e r s comprised, r e s p e c t i v e l y , one 
paragraph, one paragraph, t h r e e pages, e i g h t pages,seven pages and 
f i v e pages - 24 pages a l l t o l d over a 63 year p e r i o d . No r e f e r e n c e 
of any substance was p r i n t e d u n t i l Toynbee's t h r e e pages i n 1948. 
From then u n t i l B u t t e r f i e l d ' s a r t i c l e i n 1962, there were only 
one-word r e f e r e n c e s . From 1962 to Jackson's a r t i c l e i n 1972, t h e r e 
was only one r e f e r e n c e of any s o r t . Between 1972 and 1979 t h e r e were 
117* 
only two r e f e r e n c e s . 
Nor have the contents of the a s s o c i a t i o n ' s pedagogical j o u r n a l , 
Teaching H i s t o r y , between 1969 and 1980, given grounds f o r optimism 
to the t e a c h e r w i t h wider-world e d u c a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s . Despite a 
d e c l a r e d aim to "encourage t e a c h e r s of h i s t o r y to be adventurous i n 
d e v i s i n g new ways of t a c k l i n g the e x c i t i n g p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the 
s u b j e c t " , of 275 a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d , only 10 (3.64%) were on world 
h i s t o r y , two on the U.S., one each on A f r i c a , I s l a m and Japan, and 
none on I n d i a or L a t i n America. There were two (0.73%) on China. 
Moreover, other than reviews, t h e r e were only 16 other r e f e r e n c e s of 
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any s o r t to t h a t country. Emphasis s t r o n g l y focused on the 
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" y o u n g - h i s t o r i a n - working on l o c a l evidence" approach, w i t h 10 
a r t i c l e s s p e c i f i c a l l y on the New H i s t o r y , 10 on a r c h i v e s , s i x on 
family h i s t o r y , and 48 (17.45%) on l o c a l h i s t o r y . I n the same 
pe r i o d , only f i v e a r t i c l e s d e a l i n g s u b s t a n t i a l l y with c h i l d r e n ' s 
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a t t i t u d e s towards other peoples were p u b l i s h e d . 
I t may now be appropriate to re-emphasise the p o s s i b l e i n f l u e n c e 
of two other p u b l i c a t i o n s l i k e l y to be read a t times by h i s t o r y 
t e a c h e r s . F i r s t , the p r e s t i g i o u s ' s c i e n t i f i c h i s t o r y ' j o u r n a l , the 
E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review, whose l e a d i n g r o l e i n the emphasis of 
e n g l i s h domestic h i s t o r y to the detriment of broader concerns has 
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a l r e a d y been touched upon, and whose l i n e of e d i t o r s s i n c e 1886 
a f f o r d s a conspicuous example of the u n i v e r s i t i e s ' c o n s e r v a t i v e 
i n f l u e n c e . Not u n t i l J.M. Roberts' appointment as c o - e d i t o r (1965) 
was any r e c e n t or world h i s t o r y s p e c i a l i s m introduced to the 
e d i t o r i a l board. Consequently, c o n t e n t - a n a l y s i s between 1886-1979, 
d e s p i t e a f i r s t i s s u e c l a i m t h a t e d i t o r i a l i n t e r e s t i n c l u d e d "the 
* 
There may have been the o c c a s i o n a l one-word r e f e r e n c e which the 
w r i t e r has f a i l e d to p i c k up. Nonetheless, the o v e r a l l p i c t u r e 
i s c o r r e c t . 
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development of v a r i o u s branches of c i v i l i s a t i o n ... the nearer and 
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f a r t h e r E a s t ... the whole f o r e i g n world, medieval and modern", 
r e v e a l s s t a r k l y s i g n i f i c a n t data. Of 2757 a r t i c l e s , 1809 (65.61%) 
were on domestic e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , as a g a i n s t 42 (1.51%) on the 
Americas, 26 (0.94%) on A f r i c a , 16 each (0.58%) on I n d i a and the 
Middle E a s t , two on the Antipodes and nine (0.33%) on E a s t A s i a , of 
which s i x (0.22%) d e a l t w i t h China and one only w i t h Japan - 3.99% on 
the world beyond B r i t a i n and Europe, i n c l u d i n g America. No a r t i c l e 
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o f f e r e d w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . Moreover, i n those 
extra-european items, i n t e r e s t was l a r g e l y i n anglo-european terms. 
Of 12 a r t i c l e s on North America p u b l i s h e d 1921 to 1938, f i v e were on 
b r i t i s h or f r e n c h i s l a n d p o s s e s s i o n s , two on B r i t i s h Canada, and one 
each on anglo-french U.S. r e l a t i o n s , Europe and the Monroe d o c t r i n e , 
b r i t i s h p l a n t a t i o n s , b r i t i s h c o l o n i e s , and anglo-french w a r f a r e . Of 
13 on H i s p a n i c America between 1886 and 1979 nine covered dutch 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . Of s i x a r t i c l e s on China i n the 94-year p e r i o d , one 
was b r i t i s h t r a d e , one on anglo-chinese himalayan r i v a l r y , one on 
B r i t a i n and Manchuria, and one on anglo-french f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t s . 
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Only two showed any i n t e r e s t i n China per s e . 
Content a n a l y s i s of the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement suggests a 
d i s t u r b i n g l y s i m i l a r narrowness. Between 1946 and 1978, the paper 
contained only 237 r e f e r e n c e s to Chinese matters of any s o r t . Of 
those, only s i x were l e a d e r s (two front-page) and 66 a r t i c l e s . 
No a r t i c l e p r i n c i p a l l y arguing the study of Chinese h i s t o r y was 
p u b l i s h e d . There was one item on Chinese h i s t o r y , and four r e l e v a n t .. , 125 review a r t i c l e s . The above d e t a i l s r e i n f o r c e the c o n c l u s i o n s reached e a r l i e r i n 
r e s p e c t of content-imbalance i n a number of other major h i s t o r i c a l 
126 
p u b l i c a t i o n s . S i m i l a r l y bleak c o n c l u s i o n s noted e a r l i e r i n 
127 
r e s p e c t of the product of major p u b l i s h e r s and authors (though 
they may be i n t e r p r e t e d as more i l l u m i n a t i v e of the l i m i t e d i n t e r e s t 
of t e a c h e r s and the c i r c u m s c r i b e d content of school c u r r i c u l a ) can be 
no l e s s s t r o n g l y r e i n f o r c e d . For i n s t a n c e , i n a 1 4 - a r t i c l e s e r i e s on 
h i s t o r y school books, p u b l i s h e d i n H i s t o r y between 1938 and 1956, of 
653 l i s t e d , 388 (59.42%) were on B r i t a i n and the empire, 105 (16.08%) 
on Europe, and 79 (12.10%) on the r e s t , i n c l u d i n g America. None 
looked p a r t i c u l a r l y a t China. Moreover, world h i s t o r y showed no 
s i g n s of i n c r e a s e : i n the f i r s t a r t i c l e and the l a s t the p r o p o r t i o n 
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was the same, j u s t under ten per c e n t . I n a second such H i s t o r y 
s e r i e s between 1957 and 1979 the t r e n d continued. I n 44 a r t i c l e s , of 
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2034 books reviewed or noted, 1096 (53.88%) were on B r i t a i n , 382 
(18.78%) on Europe, and 448 (22.03%) on the r e s t , i n c l u d i n g America. 
No book on China was reviewed i n the f i r s t 11, only two i n the f i r s t 
24, and only 26 (1.28%) a l l t o l d . Only t h r e e other books were noted 
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on the r e s t of A s i a ( 0 . 1 5 % ) . Some development i s recognised s i n c e 
1965 i n r e s p e c t of world h i s t o r y . Between 1957 and 1965, of 419 
books reviewed, 66 (15.75%) d i s p l a y e d wider-world i n t e r e s t s : between 
1965 and 1979, 382 of 1615 (23.65%). Too much should not be read 
i n t o t h i s , however. Even as l a t e as 1977, of 59 reviewed i n one 
a r t i c l e , 26 were on B r i t a i n and 12 on Europe; and of 16 w i t h 
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wider-world content, only one o f f e r e d a genuine 'world' outlook. 
I n f a c t , of approximately 16,330 books of a l l l e v e l s reviewed or 
n o t i c e d i n H i s t o r y between 1916 and 1979, only 113 (0.69%) 
s p e c i f i c a l l y covered Chinese h i s t o r y and only 78 (0.47%) the r e s t of 
E a s t A s i a . No book on China was r e c e i v e d f o r review u n t i l 1926, and 
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no s c h o o l book u n t i l 1954. Neglect has not been s o l e l y of E a s t 
A s i a : n o n e t h e l e s s , some d i s p a r i t y i s e v i d e n t . Between 1969 and 1979, 
52 books on China were reviewed or n o t i c e d , and 29 on the r e s t of 
E a s t A s i a , as a g a i n s t 87 on I n d i a and 181 on A f r i c a . The i m p e r i a l 
• 4 - 4 - , 1 3 2 
i n t e r e s t was c l e a r . 
S i m i l a r evidence has been e x t r a c t e d from reviews i n Teaching 
H i s t o r y between 1970 and 1980. Of 2318 books reviewed or noted, 1177 
(50.77%) covered B r i t a i n and the empire, 467 (20.14%) Europe, 154 
(6.64%) world-wide t o p i c s , 93 (4.01%) North America, 49 (2.11%) 
* 
R u s s i a , 51 (2.20%) the Near and Middle E a s t , 40 (1.72%) A f r i c a , 32 
(1.38%) H i s p a n i c America, 18 (0.77%) I n d i a , 19 (0.82%) E a s t A s i a 
e x c l u d i n g China, 16 (0.69%) the P a c i f i c and Antipodes, 3 (0.13%) 
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South E a s t A s i a and 33 (1.42%) China. 
A few other i n s t a n c e s may s u f f i c e . Of 1172 h i s t o r y books l i s t e d 
by the Cambridge I n s t i t u t e (1967) f o r use i n primary s c h o o l s , the 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y were on B r i t a i n and only two on China. At an 
e x h i b i t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n (1977) of 454 t i t l e s l i s t e d , 272 
(59.9%) were on B r i t a i n , 108 (23.79%) on Europe, 46 on North America 
and 28 on the r e s t of the world, none of which covered China per s e . 
Even i n 1982 the Oxford catalogue of new and r e c e n t books on 
' A f r i c a n , A s i a n and A u s t r a l a s i a n s t u d i e s ' o f f e r e d 83 t i t l e s . Only 
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seven d e a l t d i r e c t l y w i t h China: t h r e e of those on Hong Kong. 
R u s s i a has been i n c l u d e d w i t h Europe i n other c a s e s , u n l e s s 
s p e c i f i e d . 
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One f i n a l powerful and p e r v a s i v e negative i n f l u e n c e i n r e s p e c t 
of world h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g remains as y e t unexamined: t h a t philosophy 
which has come to be c a l l e d the New H i s t o r y . 
The atmosphere of c r i s i s which embraced h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g by the 
1960s was no new phenomenon. Strong c r i t i c i s m of both content and 
method, f e a r s as to h i s t o r y ' s p o s s i b l e d e c l i n e and evidence of i t s 
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u n p o p u l a r i t y among c h i l d r e n emerged i n e a r l i e r decades. A f t e r the 
war, however, p u b l i s h e d evidence of d i s c o n t e n t among both t e a c h e r s 
and taught, w i t h suggestions of apparent l o s s of c u r r i c u l a r s t a t u s , 
p e r s i s t e d and i n t e n s i f i e d , the c l e a r e s t warning notes t o l l e d by Booth 
(1967) and P r i c e (1949, 1968). H i s t o r y was v i r t u a l l y ignored by 
i n f l u e n t i a l authors on primary c u r r i c u l u m such as Dempster (1973) and 
B l a c k i e (1974) and, save f o r b r i e f but pungent c r i t i c i s m , by the 
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authors of the DES primary and secondary r e p o r t s (1978, 1979). 
Three generations of h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s had apparently f a i l e d to 
e s t a b l i s h any profound or unique v a l u e s of h i s t o r y as a component of 
the education of the young. 
I t seems reasonable to suggest t h a t one major cause of t h a t 
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c r i s i s was the t r a d i t i o n a l c u r r i c u l u m content, i t s normative 
assumptions w i t h t h e i r consequent impact upon approaches and 
* 
r e s o u r c e s , and y e t i t s l a c k of a coherent and d e f e n s i b l e philosophy. 
Hales (1966) c e r t a i n l y saw the problem i n t h a t l i g h t . H i s t o r y was 
"too o f t e n i r r e l e v a n t " . I t s " f a i l u r e ... to e s t a b l i s h i t s e l f as the 
major s u b j e c t f o r e x p l a i n i n g c u r r e n t world i s s u e s , and thus to 
j u s t i f y i t s e l f on ' p r a c t i c a l ' grounds, c o n t r i b u t e d to the development 
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of o t h e r s u b j e c t s ... which apparently d i d t h i s more adequately". 
Those 'other s u b j e c t s ' were the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s , by comparison 
w i t h whose goals and methodology those of t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r y 
c u r r i c u l a were i n c r e a s i n g l y seen as inadequate. There was nothing new 
i n the spread of s o c i a l s c i e n c e i n t o h i s t o r y : a r i s i n g from 19th 
century f r e n c h t h e o r i e s of p r o g r e s s from p r i m i t i v i s m through 
r e l i g i o s i t y to f a c t u a l l y t r u e , or p o s i t i v i s t , understandings based on 
r a t i o n a l i s m , s o c i a l s c i e n c e p o w e r f u l l y i n s p i r e d m a r x i s t t h e o r i e s of 
h i s t o r i c a l p a t t e r n and l a t e r those of Weber and Durkheim, and became 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n t i a l i n european h i s t o r i c a l t h i n k i n g w i t h the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the Annales school to study i n depth mental, s o c i a l 
A phenomenon not e x c l u s i v e l y b r i t i s h , but experienced^ ^ o r l d 
wide, i n c l u d i n g France, Germany and p a r t i c u l a r l y the USA. 
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141 and economic a s p e c t s of h i s t o r y . Profound i n f l u e n c e was a l s o 
e x e r t e d i n the USA, where Cochran (1948) argued t h a t h i s t o r y must 
e s s e n t i a l l y "study the problems of i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y ... the 
s o c i a l - p s y c h o l o g i c a l problems of Western c i v i l i s a t i o n " , and t h a t 
primary sources throwing l i g h t upon such problems, e s p e c i a l l y l o c a l 
s o u r c e s , w i t h emphasis upon fa m i l y r e l a t i o n s h i p s , should be drawn 
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upon. 
But such e n t r y i s m has not been confined to academic h i s t o r y . I t 
was noted i n r e s p e c t of school c u r r i c u l a by Keatinge (1918) and 
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F i n d l a y (1923) . Again, however, post war american i n f l u e n c e was 
powerful - the work of the C a l i f o r n i a S o c i a l S t u d i e s Curriculum 
P r o j e c t , and the w r i t i n g s of such as the B i n i n g s , Taba, L e s t e r and 
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Bruner. 
Bruner i n p a r t i c u l a r has been of c o n s i d e r a b l e importance to 
h i s t o r y ' s c r i s i s atmosphere. The s u b s t a n t i v e content of any s u b j e c t 
was a s t r u c t u r e d web of b a s i c concepts which should themselves 
c o n s t i t u t e a s p i r a l c u r r i c u l u m . A l l c u r r i c u l a r content, r e s o u r c e s 
and approaches should c l a r i f y understanding of those b a s i c concepts. 
I n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t y was "anywhere the same whether a t the f r o n t i e r 
of knowledge or i n a t h i r d grade classroom". Education should thus 
emphasise s k i l l s and the use of r e s o u r c e s , developing i n c h i l d r e n 
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"the mode of enquiry of the s p e c i a l i s t " . C r u c i a l l y , the mode of 
i n q u i r y when d e a l i n g w i t h the p a s t should be not t h a t of the 
h i s t o r i a n but of the s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t . I n Toward a theory of 
i n s t r u c t i o n (1966) h i s t o r y was not mentioned, save t h a t t h e r e must be 
a s h i f t from h i s t o r y towards the s o c i a l and b e h a v i o u r a l s c i e n c e s , the 
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p o s s i b l e r a t h e r than the achieved. 
The t h r e a t posed to h i s t o r y by Brunerism has been c l e a r l y 
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s p o t l i g h t e d . Nonetheless, abundant evidence of i t s advocacy during 
r e c e n t decades f o r a p p l i c a t i o n i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s , most n o t i c e a b l y by 
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Lawton and Dufour (1973) and the Gunnings (1975) has been t r a c e d . 
The s u c c e s s of s o c i a l s c i e n c e e n t r y i s m has been noted i n s e v e r a l 
c o u n t r i e s i n c l u d i n g A u s t r a l i a ; Germany, w i t h the growth of 
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Gememschaftskunde; and the USA. I n B r i t a i n , i t s s u c c e s s has been 
witn e s s e d to by many bodies and s c h o l a r s a n c j by a Schools C o u n c i l 
S o c i a l S t u d i e s 8-13 p r o j e c t (1971) the launching of two new s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e / h i s t o r y j o u r n a l s ( 1 9 7 5 ) a DES diploma i n te a c h i n g s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e (1975-6) and Es s e x U n i v e r s i t y ' s d e c i s i o n to o f f e r h i s t o r y 
only i n harness w i t h the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s . 
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Not a l l have been agreed as to the t h r e a t to h i s t o r y from s o c i a l 
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s c i e n c e . Moreover, evidence could be c i t e d as to h i s t o r y ' s 
continued s t r e n g t h . Between 1969 and 1971, f o r i n s t a n c e , l o c a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s of h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s grew i n number from 23 to 41. 
Nonetheless, the balance of evidence suggests t h a t "the r o l e of the 
h i s t o r y s p e c i a l i s t i n secondary education i s somewhat p r e c a r i o u s " ; 
t h a t the p r i n c i p a l c h a l l e n g e to h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s a r i s e s both from 
the s u b j e c t ' s own f a i l i n g s and from the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s ' s u c c e s s ; and 
t h a t the l a t t e r t h r e a t e n s "an attempt to d r a i n h i s t o r y of c e r t a i n of 
i t s fundamental c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s " , and "a v i r t u a l d e n i a l of the 
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e s s e n t i a l meaning or 'use' of h i s t o r y " . Moreover, th e r e i s 
overwhelming evidence to suggest t h a t an attempt has been made to 
reform h i s t o r y and to p r e s e r v e i t from the i n c u r s i o n of the s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e s , not by r e t u r n to t h a t u n i v e r s a l i t y of purpose o r i g i n a l l y 
conceived by Herodotus, Ssu-ma Ch'ien, Rashid a l - D i n and Comenius, 
but by c o n s c i o u s l y embracing the concepts, methodology and 
s u b j e c t - m a t t e r of the t h r e a t e n i n g agent. Heater (1969) has openly 
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admitted the c h o i c e , d e s c r i b i n g h i m s e l f as a ' T i t o i s t ' : and though 
h i s s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c concepts assumed a framework of contemporary 
world h i s t o r y , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t such o r i e n t a t i o n has too o f t e n l e d 
to p e r p e t u a t i o n of narrowly n a t i o n a l and i n c r e a s i n g l y l o c a l h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s e s i n the s c h o o l s . 
These v a r i o u s new emphases have been c o l l e c t i v e l y seen as a New 
H i s t o r y , e s s e n t i a l l y c e n t r i n g upon the c h i l d ' s i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 
problems from the p a s t , "a p r o t o - h i s t o r i a n , g a i n i n g i n understanding 
through use of ... contemporary s o u r c e ( s ) " ; reduced emphasis on 
textbooks; i n c r e a s e d use of resource-packs; expanded use of t e a c h i n g 
techniques a c t i v e l y i n v o l v i n g the c h i l d w i t h the p a s t ; i n c o r p o r a t i o n 
of concepts, a n a l y t i c a l c a t e g o r i e s and d e f i n i t i o n s from the s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e s and economics; and acceptance of a taxonomy of o b j e c t i v e s 
and o r g a n i s a t i o n of the c u r r i c u l u m , r e s o u r c e s and t e a c h i n g methods 
towards i t s a c h i e v e m e n t . c o r r e s p o n d s c l o s e l y w i t h Bruner's own 
view of education as "a constant e x e r c i s e i n problem formulating and 
problem s o l v i n g " , and has been c h a r a c t e r i s e d by B u l l o c k (1979) as 
"the a p p l i c a t i o n of methods and concepts, s i m i l a r to those (through) 
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which s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s look a t contemporary s o c i e t y " . 
The New H i s t o r y ' s o r i g i n s may be t r a c e d to e a r l i e r times and 
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other c o u n t r i e s . American i n f l u e n c e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e . 
Following-up such i n f l u e n c e s , however, i n v a r i a b l y l e a d s back to 
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s o c i a l s c i e n c e g o a l s , concepts, s t r u c t u r e s and c u r r i c u l u m content. 
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That a s s o c i a t i o n was s t r o n g l y evidenced (1966) i n Fenton's symposium, 




s t r u c t u r e s and methodology and r e c o g n i s e d by New H i s t o r y 
proponents as one of t h a t movement's i n s p i r a t i o n a l t e x t s . 
I n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r i c a l methodology, the New H i s t o r y ' s roots 
run no l e s s deeply i n B r i t a i n . Bloch (1954) has t r a c e d emphasis upon 
use of sources to 1681. By the e a r l y 1900s, such emphasis was not 
uncommon. Happold i n p a r t i c u l a r (1927-32) argued f o r c l o s e r a t t e n t i o n 
to documentary evidence and t e s t i n g i n t e r p r e t i v e s k i l l s . Lamont 
(1970) a t t r i b u t e d the New H i s t o r y to h i s i n f l u e n c e , which was 
supported and p u b l i c i s e d by the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , and c a r r i e d 
162 
forward i n t o the post-war p e r i o d by a v a r i e t y of other v o i c e s . 
By the l a t e r 1960s, numerous r e c o r d o f f i c e s , u n i v e r s i t i e s and 
c o l l e g e s were i n v o l v e d i n the production of s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l s f o r 
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schools (Bryant, 1970-71, l i s t e d 400 items) and, as noted 
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e a r l i e r , s c h o o l courses f o c u s i n g s t r o n g l y upon l o c a l h i s t o r y and 
documentary evidence were burgeoning. 
P a r a l l e l p r e s s u r e was growing, however, f o r the use of 
h i s t o r i c a l evidence as a v e h i c l e f o r c h i l d r e n ' s study of s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e concepts. Heater (1970) e x p l i c i t l y i d e n t i f i e d "the techniques 
and ways of study of the s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s " w i t h the New H i s t o r y . 
K i n g s f o r d (1969) urged h i s t o r i a n s to " t u r n to the d i s c i p l i n e s which 
aim to e s t a b l i s h laws of s o c i a l behaviour". H i s t o r y ' s f u t u r e was 
rosy " I f t h i s 'New H i s t o r y ' r e p l a c e s the o l d (whereby) s o c i a l h i s t o r y 
would become ... a c e n t r a l ( s u b j e c t ) around which a l l other branches 
... were organised . 
Demand f o r reform of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a towards those ends-the 
build-up of i n t e r p r e t i v e s k i l l s through study of documentary so u r c e s , 
and the understanding of h i s t o r i c a l and/or s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c concepts 
- i n t e n s i f i e d throughout the 1970s. Powerful p r e s s u r e was e x e r c i s e d 
by R.B.Jones, who (1970) ominously gave only 20 l i n e s of a 22-page 
a r t i c l e to world h i s t o r y ' s p o t e n t i a l i n p u r s u i t of such a s p i r a t i o n s . 
Jones' l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n the broadening of c u r r i c u l u m content was 
f u r t h e r exposed i n 1972. I t was "time we exchanged ... a 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon the 'content m a t e r i a l ' f o r a c o n c e n t r a t i o n on the 
s k i l l s to be a c q u i r e d ... We should use the m a t e r i a l e x i s t i n g 
s u b j e c t s to i n s t r u c t i n those s k i l l s we seek to i n s t i l " . His 
P r a c t i c a l approaches to the New H i s t o r y (1973) demanded " l e s s 
emphasis on content and more on the p r o c e s s of l e a r n i n g " , and gave 
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l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to c u r r i c u l u m content - p a r t i c u l a r l y world or 
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e x t r a - n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s . 
Important H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p u b l i c a t i o n s r e i n f o r c e d the new 
emphases. Coltham (1971) advocated c h i l d r e n ' s involvement i n handling 
evidence i n order to a c t i v a t e adaptive t h i n k i n g , but s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
made no mention of the content to be s t u d i e d , and urged c a u t i o n w i t h 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of new i d e a s and s u b j e c t - m a t t e r . Coltham and 
F i n e s (1971) i d e n t i f i e d 19 b e h a v i o u r a l o b j e c t i v e s i n r e s p e c t of 
c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s towards study of the p a s t , understanding the 
nature of the d i s c i p l i n e , and a c q u i s i t i o n of the s k i l l s n e c e s s a r y i n 
h andling res o u r c e m a t e r i a l s , but again p a i d no a t t e n t i o n to any 
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p a r t i c u l a r content as an e d u c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e . 
Strong advocacy has emanated i n a d d i t i o n from 
Honeybone (1970,1971) and o t h e r s , i n c l u d i n g HMI, but most 
e m p h a t i c a l l y from Rogers (1980). What p u p i l s should be doing was 
" a c q u i r i n g some competence i n the use of the s k i l l s of h i s t o r i c a l 
enquiry". Approaches f a i l i n g to s a t i s f y t h a t c r i t e r i o n , and not 
corresponding w i t h b r u n e r i a n s p i r a l - c u r r i c u l u m s t r u c t u r e s , were 
condemned. Rogers' pamphlet d i s p l a y e d , i n f a c t , a d i s t u r b i n g r i g i d i t y 
and i n t o l e r a n c e whose p o t e n t i a l f o r f r u s t r a t i n g reform movements 
f a i l i n g to g i v e a c c e p t a b l e p r i o r i t y to the goals and procedures of 
the New H i s t o r y - e s p e c i a l l y those a s s e r t i n g the p r i o r importance of 
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reform of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content, was c l e a r . 
I n f l u e n c e has come a l s o from g e n e r a l c u r r i c u l u m philosophy. 
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s s t r e s s i n g ' c u r r i c u l u m - a s - e f f e c t i v e - t r e a t m e n t ' , as 
a g a i n s t ' c u r r i c u l u m - a s - e f f e c t i v e - c o n t e n t ' date from the 1920s, as a 
r e s u l t of which " c u r r i c u l u m concerns ... were subverted by s c i e n t i f i c 
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method i n t o t e a c h i n g concerns". Such emphases r e c e i v e d powerful 
impetus more r e c e n t l y from such as H i r s t (1967) Wheeler (1967) 
W h i t f i e l d (1971) and Wiseman and Pidgeon (1970) who argued t h a t 
s o c i a l and i n d i v i d u a l c u r r i c u l a r c r i t e r i a must be kept subordinate to 
the form of the knowledge and the d i s c i p l i n a r y p r o c e s s and raw 
m a t e r i a l . I n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r y , the p o s i t i o n was b l u n t l y s t a t e d : 
"Method i s f a r more important than content ... ( i t r e p r e s e n t s ) ... 
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h igher order aims". School l e v e l a p p l i c a t i o n of such i d e a s has 
been promoted a c r o s s the c u r r i c u l u m around the o b j e c t i v e " t h a t the 
whole t e a c h i n g approach ... should be reviewed i n the l i g h t of ... 
c u r r e n t views on the nature of l e a r n i n g , and a new emphasis on the 
a c t i v e p a r t t h a t the p u p i l should p l a y " , and the New H i s t o r y has 
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drawn i n s p i r a t i o n d i r e c t l y from t h a t s c h o ol of c u r r i c u l u m philosophy 
and from the examples of N u f f i e l d s c i e n c e , maths and language."*"^ 
The New H i s t o r y has been f u r t h e r i n s p i r e d , however, by e n g l i s h 
philosophy of h i s t o r y : by Collingwood's t h e s i s t h a t t h i n k i n g can be 
h i s t o r i c a l only i f i t i s i n the nature of problem-solving; and 
Oakeshott's argument t h a t h i s t o r y , l i k e s c i e n c e , maths and 
philosophy, should be viewed l e s s as a l i t e r a t u r e and more as a 
language r e q u i r i n g "understanding of what i t i s to t h i n k 
h i s t o r i c a l l y " , and t h a t any other emphasis simply ensures " t h a t the 
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h i s t o r i c a l mode of t h i n k i n g never p r o p e r l y appears". Those 
p o s i t i o n s were more p o p u l a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d (1972) by Burston - t h a t 
content i n h i s t o r y must be subordinate to p r o c e s s , and school 
s y l l a b u s e s should r e p r e s e n t an i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s t o r i c a l t h i n k i n g . 
(Burston's d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e a l s o upon the r e t e n t i o n of t r a d i t i o n a l 
c u r r i c u l u m content and corresponding n e g l e c t of the world h i s t o r y 
a s p e c t of c u r r i c u l a , i n c l u d i n g China, has been d e t a i l e d 
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elsewhere.) 
The New H i s t o r y has drawn sustenance from other s o u r c e s , 
however. CSE boards have emphasised l o c a l - r e s o u r c e - b a s e d p e r s o n a l 
t o p i c s and the importance of h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s as a g a i n s t content 
s i n c e t h e i r i n c e p t i o n i n 1966.Such emphases have met w i t h Schools 
C o u n c i l approbation, whose 'History, geography and s o c i a l s c i e n c e 
8-13' and 'History 13-16' p r o j e c t s a re c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to and 
supportive of New H i s t o r y a s p i r a t i o n s . The 8-13 p r o j e c t team (1974) 
admitted "what seems to us b a s i c i s not a p a r t i c u l a r content a r e a , 
but c r i t e r i a f o r the s e l e c t i o n of content". C l e a r l y , one such 
c r i t e r i o n was e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e documentary sources of l o c a l 
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environmental i n t e r e s t . The 13-16 p r o j e c t ' s e v a l u a t o r (1976) 
d e c l a r e d i t s prime i n t e n t i o n to have been developing formal t h i n k i n g 
through content emphasising the c h i l d as a problem-solver; w h i l s t 
l e a d i n g New H i s t o r y advocates (1976,1979) have confessed i t s 
importance t o t h e i r cause. 
Support has come a l s o from the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , whose 
p l a t f o r m f o r Happold's i d e a s between the wars was r e i n f o r c e d by 
p u b l i c a t i o n of the Coltham, Coltham and F i n e s and Rogers b o o k l e t s , 
s t r e s s on evidence and documentary sources i n other 
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p u b l i c a t i o n s (1969,1977) and promotion of a major course (1973). 
Teaching H i s t o r y has been p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n t i a l , " c o n t r i b u t ( i n g ) 
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to making the New H i s t o r y a r e a l i t y to many schools and c o l l e g e s " . 
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Conspicuous p r e s s u r e i n favour of resource-based h i s t o r i c a l 
t e a c h i n g has a l s o been e x e r c i s e d by p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , the 
DES, LEAs, c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t y departments, r e s e a r c h s c h o l a r s , 
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the BBC and p u b l i s h e r s . 
The s u c c e s s of those v a r i o u s i n d i v i d u a l s and bodies may be 
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c l e a r l y evidenced from a number of s o u r c e s . No l e s s c l e a r i s the 
New H i s t o r y ' s emphasis upon p r o c e s s as a g a i n s t reform of content, and 
upon the study and i n c u l c a t i o n of s o c i a l s c i e n c e concepts and 
methodology. M i t c h e l l (1974) reported an anglo-american h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g conference whose p r i n c i p a l concern was the content-method 
d i s p u t e . The 'method' argument had triumphed, "even i f ... 
t r a d i t i o n a l a r eas (were) r e p l a c e d by o t h e r s which demanded (a more) 
s o c i o l o g i c a l approach". At t h a t conference's second phase (1975) 
h i s t o r y was seen simply as " r e t r o s p e c t i v e s o c i o l o g y .. . u s i n g the 
s k i l l s , t o o l s and concepts of the s o c i a l s c i e n c e s " . The same ye a r , a 
Cambridge seminar "agreed t h a t h i s t o r y was a good medium f o r the 
promotion of c e r t a i n s k i l l s ... (and) the development of concepts ... 
t h e r e was l i t t l e d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e to r e l e v a n c e ... imaginative was 
mentioned only once ... i t was by no means c e r t a i n t h a t the above 
o b j e c t i v e s were p u r e l y h i s t o r i c a l and could not be r e a l i z e d e q u a l l y 
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through ... other d i s c i p l i n e s " . 
C a r p e n t e r ' s d i s q u i e t r e f l e c t e d r e s e r v a t i o n s about the 
' c u r r i c u l u m - a s - e f f e c t i v e - t r e a t m e n t ' approach expressed by s e v e r a l 
s c h o l a r s . C h a r l t o n (1967) has pointed to the negative e f f e c t s on 
i m a g i n a t i v e development of o v e r - s t r e s s on conceptual t h i n k i n g 
r e s u l t i n g from the p r e s t i g e accorded to s c i e n t i f i c method. 
Development of " a l l k i n d s of imaginative t h i n k i n g " i n a l l p u p i l s was 
e s s e n t i a l : c u r r i c u l u m reformers should be seeking " m a t e r i a l (which) 
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would b e s t evoke or s t i m u l a t e imaginative thought i n a c h i l d " . 
Condemnation has come i n a d d i t i o n from american s c h o l a r s . Huebner 
(1975) a t t a c k e d "means-end r a t i o n a l i t y " whereby b e h a v i o u r a l 
o b j e c t i v e s are s p e c i f i e d and c u r r i c u l u m content designed as a means 
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to those o b j e c t i v e s . Even more s i g n i f i c a n t was van Manen's (1977) 
c l e a r c o r r e l a t i o n of l a t e 19th. and e a r l y 20th. century a d u l a t i o n of 
s c i e n t i f i c method (noted e a r l i e r as i n s p i r i n g and underpinning the 
narrow c u r r i c u l u m content of t r a d i t i o n a l s c h o o l h i s t o r y teaching) and 
the more r e c e n t s c i e n t i f i c - a n a l y t i c a l c u r r i c u l u m s c h o o l , of which the 
New H i s t o r y i s p a r t i a l l y a product. " I n s t r u m e n t a l - p r a c t i c a l " 
preoccupations precluded "more c o n s e q u e n t i a l " q u e s t i o n s , namely 
"determining what i s ... most worth the student's w h i l e " . Approaches 
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to the c u r r i c u l u m as "a nexus of b e h a v i o u r a l modes" begged "the i s s u e 
of worthwhileness of e d u c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s or ... the q u a l i t y of 
e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e " . I n p a r t i c u l a r , i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of ' s k i l l s ' i n terms of s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c techniques and concepts 
r a t h e r than e m p h a t h e t i c a l l y was a t t a c k e d : "Hermeneutic d i s c o v e r y of 
knowledge i n the sense of Verstehen ... cannot be a t t a i n e d by ... 
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e m p i r i c a l - a n a l y t i c a l s c i e n c e s " . 
Those c r i t i c i s m s have pointed to the l a c k of opportunity 
a f f o r d e d by s o c i a l s c i e n c e f o r development of imaginative and 
empathetic powers, whose c e n t r a l i t y to the argument f o r wider-world 
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h i s t o r i c a l c u r r i c u l u m content was demonstrated e a r l i e r . I n t h i s 
fundamental r e s p e c t , then, the New H i s t o r y emerges as a s e r i o u s 
o b s t a c l e and, indeed, r i v a l to the development of ecumenical 
p e r s p e c t i v e s i n h i s t o r i c a l education. 
Few h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s could take i s s u e w i t h the New H i s t o r y credo 
as p o r t r a y e d (1980) by Booth: " I t s emphasis ... the use of evidence; 
i t s c reed ... p u p i l involvement ... i t s bete n o i r ... c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
o u t l i n e s " . C e r t a i n l y , t h e r e i s no prima f a c i e reason why advocates of 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l c u r r i c u l a r dimensions need oppose g i v i n g s e r i o u s 
a t t e n t i o n to concepts, sources and the s k i l l s r e q u i s i t e to 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of evidence and the s o l u t i o n of problems. A u t h o r i t i e s 
such as Barraclough (1954) and the authors of the DES world h i s t o r y 
pamphlet (1967) have endorsed both the e d u c a t i v e value and p e r s o n a l 
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enrichment a f f o r d e d by those emphases. 
However, s p e c i f i c a l l y i n r e s p e c t of p r i o r i t i s a t i o n of such 
o b j e c t i v e s before reform of h i s t o r i c a l s u b j e c t - m a t t e r towards g r e a t e r 
emphasis on imagination, empathy, i n t r i n s i c f a s c i n a t i o n and broad 
r e l e v a n c e , unease has been r e p e a t e d l y expressed. V.Rogers (1968) 
c r i t i c i s e d s o c i a l s c i e n c e ' s "over-emphasis on the near, the l o c a l , or 
... the p a r o c h i a l " . Breach (1971) saw New H i s t o r y e x c e s s e s as an 
" a f f r o n t to commonsense ... students l e a r n . .. (only to) ... count 
the columns i n the p a r i s h r e g i s t e r s " . S y l l a b u s e s must c o n t a i n "the 
v i t a l h i s t o r y of mankind ... a g r e a t v a r i e t y of m a t e r i a l from world 
h i s t o r y " . HMIs G i l e s and Neal (1973) a t t a c k e d taxonomies s t r e s s i n g 
s k i l l s as " o b j e c t i v e s d e s i r a b l e i n themselves", g i v i n g inadequate or 
naive a t t e n t i o n to a f f e c t i v e development and d i s r e g a r d i n g q u e s t i o n s 
of what to t e a c h . Reid (1976) b e l i e v e d i t " d i s t u r b i n g ... t h a t a 
* 
D e s p i t e o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s by Bruner, Coltham and o t h e r s to 
c u r i o s i t y and imagination (see supra, p. 2 6 ) . 
269 
r a t h e r unrigorous s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y i s expected to become 
the s t a p l e d i e t ... e a r l i e r and d i f f e r e n t s o c i e t i e s may i n c r e a s i n g l y 
be l o s t ... modern world h i s t o r y rendered i n e x p l i c a b l e " . Bauer (1976) 
f e a r e d the fragmentation of h i s t o r y . "A d i f f e r e n t approach 
i n t e g r a t i v e or c i v i l i z a t i o n a l " , was e s s e n t i a l . Such an approach "may 
w e l l l e a d us back to a u n i v e r s a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e " . G.Jones (1978) 
suggested "an a i r of u n r e a l i t y " about the New H i s t o r y . Content was 
" s t i l l v i t a l " . S k i l l s and method "cannot be d i v o r c e d from content ... 
u n l e s s t h e r e i s a s y l l a b u s l i k e l y to demand new approaches t e a c h e r s 
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w i l l u s u a l l y f a l l back on the c h r o n o l o g i c a l survey". Even some who 
helped i n s p i r e the New H i s t o r y have expressed d i s q u i e t . Booth, f o r 
i n s t a n c e , i n s i s t e d (1978) "the primary t a s k of the h i s t o r i a n i s not 
to s o l v e problems ... (but) to s t r e t c h a web of imaginative 
c o n s t r u c t i o n " . Some t e a c h e r s were "so obsessed w i t h i n d i v i d u a l 
o b j e c t i v e s and l o g i c a l thought p r o c e s s e s t h a t they have l o s t s i g h t of 
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h i s t o r y and gutted i t of i t s humanity". 
The most powerful c r i t i q u e has come from E l t o n (1970). 
C o n c e n t r a t i o n upon "the manner r a t h e r than the matter", must 
n e c e s s a r i l y confine the c h i l d to " s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d q u e s t i o n s ... 
proximate problems . .. standard forms of h i s t o r y ... E n g l i s h i n the 
main, and c o n v e n t i o n a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t r a d i t i o n a l i s s u e s " . That was 
l i k e l y to produce c l o s e d minds. Something q u i t e d i f f e r e n t was c a l l e d 
f o r : " L e t the schools feed the imagination, enlarge mental c a p a c i t y , 
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and l a y the foundations of u n i v e r s a l sympathy". 
Such c r i t i c i s m s c o n t a i n a good d e a l of v a l i d i t y . F i r s t , i t i s 
q u e s t i o n a b l e whether the New H i s t o r y i s i n the i n t e r e s t s of h i s t o r y 
a t a l l . Bruner (1966) s t r e s s e d : "we are bound to move toward 
i n s t r u c t i o n i n the s c i e n c e s of behaviour and away from the study of 
h i s t o r y ... i t i s the b e h a v i o u r a l s c i e n c e s and t h e i r g e n e r a l i t y ... 
t h a t must be c e n t r a l to our p r e s e n t a t i o n of Man, not the 
* 
p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s of h i s h i s t o r y " . R.B.Jones (1970) suggested a course 
r e c o g n i s i n g " d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s w i t h i n s o c i e t y , the socio-economic 
groups i d e n t i f i e d perhaps by t h e i r economic f u n c t i o n ... the 
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p o l i t i c a l groups w i t h t h e i r b a s i c p h i l o s o p h i e s " . By 1972, 
K i t s o n C l a r k b e l i e v e d "much of what p a s s e s as h i s t o r y " to be " l i t t l e 
more than unsystematic s o c i o l o g y " . Booth (1977) was "not convinced 
t h a t (New H i s t o r y ) authors do see t h e i r course as a means to ... the 
* 
"Bruner's p r i o r i t i e s are not those of the h i s t o r i a n " (Jones and 
Ward, New H i s t o r y , Old problems, 1978,145). 
270 
study of h i s t o r y " . G.Jones (1978) noted t h a t "new books on h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g tend to f e a t u r e the names of Bloom and Bruner before (those) 
of any h i s t o r i a n . 
Second, the New H i s t o r y has i n s i s t e n t l y p r i o r i t i s e d t e a c h i n g 
method over c u r r i c u l u m content: whereas the l a t t e r and the 
assumptions which underpin i t have been shown to be the b a s i c problem 
of h i s t o r i c a l education i n B r i t a i n . The prominent american advocate 
Brown (1966) d i s m i s s e d as " s i l l y academic argument", and 
" i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l " , debate on the content of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . 
R.B.Jones (1970,1973) was c o n f i d e n t t h a t "the a c t u a l s y l l a b u s i s not 
the r e a l problem". Those who thought d i f f e r e n t l y were t r a d i o n a l i s t s . 
The New H i s t o r y l a i d " l e s s emphasis on content and more on ... 
p r o c e s s " . Content was only important i n t h a t i t r e i n f o r c e d "the 
e d u c a t i o n a l (behavioural) o b j e c t i v e s to be a c h i e v e d and the 
h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s to be a c q u i r e d " . Lamont (1970) applauded the 
" h e a l t h y r e j e c t i o n " of new content such as contemporary, world or 
thematic h i s t o r y . A l l new developments should be judged as to "how 
f a r they g i v e weight to the mode of i n q u i r y of the h i s t o r i a n s " . That 
was the " p i v o t " of the New H i s t o r y . Subsequently (1972) he emphasised 
the d i s t i n c t i v e purpose of h i s t o r y to be understanding evidence, 
argued examination reform must focus on t e s t i n g h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s , 
not on d i f f e r e n t content, a s s e r t e d t h a t New H i s t o r y o b j e c t i v e s would 
be u n f u l f i l l e d u n l e s s content was " b u i l t e x p l i c i t l y around these 
c r i t e r i a " , and r e p e a t e d l y encouraged s c r u t i n y of modes of i n q u i r y 
r a t h e r than of content, showing l i t t l e awareness of the wider-world 
arena i n which the New H i s t o r y could operate, and making no 
suggestions as to c u r r i c u l u m content. I n r e s p e c t of t e a c h e r 
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education, the same i n s i s t e n c e was d r i v e n home by Turner (1973). 
I n f a c t , however, the New H i s t o r y has gone beyond mere l a c k of 
a t t e n t i o n to content. Courses b u i l t around i t s c r i t e r i a have too 
o f t e n r e i n f o r c e d t r a d i t i o n a l s u b j e c t - m a t t e r through a t t e n t i o n to 
e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l and l o c a l evidence. Cook (1970) c o r r e c t l y t r a c e d 
a d i r e c t l i n e of descent from german s c i e n t i s m to Happold's 'sources' 
movement, whose i n f l u e n c e upon New H i s t o r y t h i n k i n g was i d e n t i f i e d 
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e a r l i e r . K r i e g e r (1966) r u l e d out " e x o t i c s p a t i a l d i v i s i o n s ... 
l i k e a f r i c a n h i s t o r y " . Thomas (1966) ignored a l l h i s t o r y beyond 
B r i t a i n . Economic and s o c i a l h i s t o r y o u t l i n e s should "come t o seem 
more ' b a s i c ' than the names of the kings of England". Whose s o c i a l 
h i s t o r y should be s t u d i e d was c l e a r . S i m i l a r l y , Beevers (1969) saw 
the New H i s t o r y , "a p r o c e s s whereby h i s t o r y becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y 
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s o c i o l o g i c a l " , as of p a r t i c u l a r v a l u e i n the study of the i n d u s t r i a l 
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r e v o l u t i o n and r e l a t e d i s s u e s . 
The t r e n d has been no l e s s n o t i c e a b l e i n s c h o o l s . K i n g s f o r d 
(1969) demonstrated how New H i s t o r y s k i l l s could i l l u m i n a t e s t u d i e s 
i n e n g l i s h i n d u s t r y , t r a n s p o r t , r e l i g i o n , magic, demography and 
u r b a n i s a t i o n . Bryant (1970-71) r e f e r r e d to only 54 f o r e i g n items i n a 
t o t a l of 400 recommended f o r source-based h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n 
s c h o o l s . The bulk of the remainder were l o c a l . Wood (1972-3) noted 
only 63 f o r e i g n items (31 on the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g world) among 401 
a r c h i v e u n i t s f o r use i n s c h o o l s . Of the b r i t i s h items, 214 were 
l o c a l . Alexander (1971) emphasised n a t i o n a l , l o c a l and f a m i l y 
h i s t o r y , and assumed any 'patch' must c e n t r e upon England. I f the 
13th. century were chosen, "would th e r e be any p o i n t i n concerning 
o u r s e l v e s w i t h s o c i e t i e s abroad which were unknown to even the most 
e r u d i t e i n h a b i t a n t of Winchester"? Weston (1971) urged t h a t primary 
evidence must a f f o r d " f u l l weight" to l o c a l h i s t o r y , i t s e l f 
" e s s e n t i a l " f o r g e t t i n g to "the h e a r t of the n a t i o n " . 
R.B.Jones (1972) concentrated on such as census r e t u r n s and f a m i l y 
h i s t o r y , and advocated ' s k i l l s ' c ourses "along paths f a m i l i a r because 
they run through the f i e l d s of t r a d i t i o n a l m a t e r i a l " . I n s i s t e n t 
s t r e s s on e n g l i s h , e s p e c i a l l y l o c a l , source m a t e r i a l s may a l s o be 
found i n c h a p t e r s by v a r i o u s authors i n Jones' P r a c t i c a l approaches 
to the New H i s t o r y (1973). Of 10 t o p i c s noted by Turner, e i g h t were 
b r i t i s h , two european; a l l examples c i t e d by Palmer were from e n g l i s h 
l o c a l h i s t o r y ; w h i l s t Strongman advocated s t u d i e s confined to such as 
Reading i n 1940 and thought i t n a t u r a l t h a t a r c h i v e m a t e r i a l s should 
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concentrate on l o c a l evidence. 
P u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l s f o r school use g i v e f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n . 
The BBC's H i s t o r y i n evidence s e r i e s (1970-on) "a promising outcome 
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of ... the New H i s t o r y " , concentrated e x c l u s i v e l y upon b r i t i s h and 
l o c a l h i s t o r y , as d i d B l a c k w e l l ' s Evidence i n h i s t o r y (1979-on) 
Arnold's Involvement i n h i s t o r y (1979-on) Hutchinson's Openings i n 
h i s t o r y (1980-on) and Longman's Secondary h i s t o r y packs ( l a t e r 1970s) 
and Sources f o r h i s t o r y resource s h e e t s (1982). 
S i m i l a r l y narrow v i s i o n has been noted i n New H i s t o r y 
examination s y l l a b u s e s . For i n s t a n c e , E a s t A n g l i a ' s s k i l l s - b a s e d CSE 
i s t w o - t h irds b r i t i s h s o c i a l and economic h i s t o r y . The r e s t i s 
euro-focused 'world h i s t o r y ' . 
I n b r i e f , i t i s evident t h a t c l a i m s t h a t broadening of h o r i z o n s 
has been both a goal and an achievement of the New H i s t o r y are 
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i n c o r r e c t . R.B.Jones (1970) r e j e c t e d world h i s t o r y f o r r e l a t i v e l y 
t r i v i a l reasons and f a i l e d to grasp the p o t e n t i a l of e x t r a - n a t i o n a l 
sources f o r school h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s . I n 1973, he observed: " I t may 
w e l l be doubted whether a european c h i l d g a i n s much from 
endeavouring to t r a c e the changing boundaries of a f r i c a n s t a t e s ... 
to turn to the contempororary world may be to exchange a course t h a t 
has some p o i n t s of c o n t a c t w i t h a t r a d i t i o n t h a t can be experienced, 
f o r a c a r p e t bag of p r e s s c u t t i n g s and c o l o u r supplements". Bryant 
(1972) saw world h i s t o r y as i n d i r e c t c o n f l i c t w i t h the New H i s t o r y ' s 
study i n depth, and advocated a s y l l a b u s i g n o r i n g the wider world i n 
i t s f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s except i n r e l a t i o n to european expansion, 
followed by a one-year 20th. century world h i s t o r y course, then 
c l a s s i c a l or medieval s t u d i e s . Bolam (1973) d e t e c t e d " p o l a r i t y ... 
between a view of h i s t o r y which s t r e s s e s human range ... and one 
which s t r e s s e s l i m i t a t i o n of a r e a and academic r i g o u r " . C h a f f e r 
(1973) put the p o i n t c l e a r l y : "The h i s t o r y t e a c h e r today i s not only 
... p r e s s e d to reshape h i s methods ... but a s s a i l e d by demands t h a t 
he r e v i s e ( h i s ) content ... These l a t t e r demands are the primary 
cause of t e n s i o n ... the enquiry approach i n v o l v e s a b a s i c need to 
198 
reduce the breadth of what i s being taught". 
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Chapter E i g h t ; F a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g the n e g l e c t of world and Chinese 
h i s t o r y ( I I ) 
B r i t i s h s c h o o l s ' n e g l e c t of the wider world can not simply be 
e x p l a i n e d i n terms of u n w i t t i n g negative i n f l u e n c e s . More p o s i t i v e 
and i n s i d i o u s f a c t o r s have p e r s i s t e d over the y e a r s . 
F i r s t , and of c e n t r a l importance, has been the t e a c h i n g of 
h i s t o r y f o r n a t i o n a l i s t i c purposes and the reinforcement of those 
e t h n o c e n t r i c (or, i n the weaker sense, i n s u l a r ) a t t i t u d e s lampooned 
i n F l a n d e r s and Swann's Song of P a t r i o t i c P r e j u d i c e . Such a t t i t u d e s 
have p r e v a i l e d i n b r i t i s h h i s t o r i c a l education from the s t a r t , 
c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h assumptions of moral s u p e r i o r i t y and the 
r e l e v a n t l e s s o n s afforded by h i s t o r y . Dismissed by Croce (1920) as 
"pseudo-history", ... they were seen by Goodings and Lauwerys (1964) 
as the g r e a t e s t o b s t a c l e to favourable i n t e r n a t i o n a l thinking."'" 
N a t i o n a l i s m has been d e f i n e d as "when admiration of n a t i o n a l 
v i r t u e s becomes b l i n d i d o l a t r y .. . when reverence f o r n a t i o n a l 
2* 
symbols becomes f e t i s h i s m " . Though the word was not used i n E n g l i s h 
u n t i l 1836, e a r l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e s may be t r a c e d i n such as 
the 'Song of Lewes' (1264). They were given impetus by the 
3 
reformation's establishment of independent n a t i o n a l churches. The 
f i r s t e n g l i s h h i s t o r y textbooks date from 1561 and 1580. The l a t t e r , 
a m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y of England designed to s t i m u l a t e c h i l d r e n ' s 
n a t i o n a l f e e l i n g s , was ordered (1583) to be s t u d i e d i n a l l s c h o o l s : 
i t was s t i l l i n use by the 19th century. N a t i o n a l i s t assumptions 
were r e i n f o r c e d by Shakespeare, whose h i s t o r i c a l p l a y s d e a l t 
** *** 
e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h e n g l i s h h i s t o r y , though Gaunt's famous l i n e s 
probably r e f l e c t e d popular sentiments. Peacham's Compleat Gentleman, 
f o r i n s t a n c e (1622) i n s i s t e d c h i l d r e n should l e a r n n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . 
Some check was e x e r t e d by the Enlightenment's i n t e r e s t i n u n i v e r s a l 
4 
h i s t o r y , i n c l u d i n g t h a t of China. Recrudescence occurred from the 
A theory t h a t e t h n o c e n t r i s t and n a t i o n a l i s t a t t i t u d e s r e f l e c t a 
d i s t u r b e d s t a t e of mental h e a l t h and p s y c h o l o g i c a l i n s e c u r i t y 
should be noted. (See O. K l i n e b e r g i n C O . Arndt and S. 
E v e r e t t , Education f o r a world s o c i e t y , 1951, 57-8. C. B r i n t o n , 
Shaping of modern thought, 1963, 241. F. Lawrence, 'Forms of 
b i a s ' , MA, 1967, 9-10). 
* * 
U nless Hamlet and Macbeth are regarded as h i s t o r i c a l . 
*** 
" T h i s other Eden, demi-paradise ... T h i s b l e s s e d p l o t ... T h i s 
England". (Richard I I , 2:1). 
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l a t e r 18th century, when economic, m i l i t a r y and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f a c t o r s convinced Englishmen t h a t a l l h i s t o r y converged and climaxed 
i n t h e i r s , which demonstrated i n e v i t a b l e u n i l i n e a r p r o g r e s s towards 
5 
p e r f e c t i o n , and t h a t A s i a - p a r t i c u l a r l y China, i n c r e a s i n g l y seen 
as e f f e t e , decadent and t r e a c h e r o u s - stood s e p a r a t e from t h a t 
p a t t e r n . Thus, Lady C a l c o t t (1835) b e l i e v e d t h a t "to t e a c h the love 
of our country i s almost a r e l i g i o u s duty", w h i l s t Macaulay viewed 
the B r i t i s h as "the g r e a t e s t and most h i g h l y c i v i l i s e d people t h a t 
ever the world saw ... the acknowledged l e a d e r s of the human r a c e " -
c o n v i c t i o n s seen by Dance (1954) as rendering the B r i t i s h " r e l u c t a n t 
to see ... the p o i n t s of view of peoples abroad".^ Such assumptions 
underpinned e n g l i s h h i s t o r i c a l education's overwhelming c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
7 
from the second h a l f of the 19th century upon the n a t i o n a l s t o r y . 
I n t h a t c ontext, i t was understandable t h a t Green's Short h i s t o r y of 
the E n g l i s h people (1875) was r e p r i n t e d f i v e times t h a t y e a r . 
N a t i o n a l , i n the sense of p a t r i o t i c , i n t e r e s t need not 
g 
n e c e s s a r i l y be p a r o c h i a l or e x c l u s i v i s t . Nonetheless, ' n a t i o n a l ' 
and ' n a t i o n a l i s t ' have proved almost synonymous to many h i s t o r i a n s 
and h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . F i t c h e t t (1897) aimed, though r e l a t i n g 21 
s u c c e s s f u l b r i t i s h m i l i t a r y engagements to c h i l d r e n , to "nourish 
p a t r i o t i s m ... renew i n popular memory the g r e a t t r a d i t i o n s of the 
i m p e r i a l r a c e to which we belong". The b r i t i s h empire was "the b e s t 
legacy which the p a s t has bequeathed". War was "not a l l b r u t a l " . 
Wordsworth's r e f e r e n c e to 'God's most p e r f e c t instrument 1 h e l d "a 
gr e a t t r u t h " . A "robust c i t i z e n s h i p " comprised " h e r o i c f o r t i t u d e ... 
l o y a l t y to duty s t r o n g e r than the love of l i f e ... the p a t r i o t i s m 
which makes love of the F a t h e r l a n d a p a s s i o n " . Webb (1913) 
confessed: " I would have each c h i l d know by h e a r t (how) ... we as a 
n a t i o n emerged a strong, brave and courageous people, sending our 
sons to spread our name and a l l i t stands f o r to the ends of the 
e a r t h ... the burning, a c t i v e love of one's own country should be a 
powerful f a c t o r i n the d a i l y l i f e of every t r u e son and daughter of 
England". J a r v i s (1917) used 'nation' 40 times i n the f i r s t 65 pages 
of h i s Teaching of h i s t o r y - and r e f e r r e d to 'England', ' E n g l i s h ' , 
' B r i t a i n ' and ' B r i t i s h ' over 700 times i n the book. Not 
s u r p r i s i n g l y , h i s suggested secondary s y l l a b u s was almost e x c l u s i v e l y 
n a t i o n a l ( " s e v e r a l l e s s o n s can be given on Drake a l o n e " ) . F i n d l a y 
(1923) j u s t i f i e d t e a c h i n g Magna C a r t a and the B i l l of R i g h t s as " p a r t 
of a n a t i o n a l consciousness ... the s t u f f of which Englishmen are 
made"; w h i l s t study of "Caesar, Boadicea, A l f r e d , Canute, W i l l i a m the 
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Norman ... the g a l l a n t k n i g h t s who fought a t Bannockburn and Crecy" 
would enlarge the outlook, s i n c e , w i t h such a s y l l a b u s , e n r i c h e d by 
e n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e , "our E n g l i s h c h i l d r e n would be "dowered w i t h the 
h e r i t a g e of t h e i r r a c e - w i t h t a s t e formed on the r a c i a l speech whose 
9 
a c c e n t s they have l e a r n e d " . 
F i n d l a y ' s r e f e r e n c e to e n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e , a powerful medium f o r 
t r a n s l a t i n g assumptions of n a t i o n a l c e n t r a l i t y , moral s u p e r i o r i t y and 
dominant c h a r a c t e r i n t o s c h o o l c u r r i c u l a , was r e v e a l i n g . George and 
Sidgwick, f o r i n s t a n c e , i n Poems of England (1900) openly admitted 
t h e i r aim "to b r i n g home to the young ... the n a t i o n a l q u a l i t i e s , 
among which are conspicuous the s t e a d i n e s s of men and women i n 
extreme p e r i l , the stubbornness which never knows when i t i s beaten, 
and the moderation". The poems (to be l e a r n t by h e a r t ) i n c l u d e d such 
as Campbell's B a t t l e of the B a l t i c ( " Y i e l d , proud foe, thy f l e e t , 
With the crews, a t England's f e e t , And make submission meet") and Men 
of England ("The foes you've fought uncounted, The g l o r i o u s deeds 
ye've done, Trophies captured, breaches mounted, Navies conquer'd -
Kingdoms won!"). No l e s s e x u l t a n t were Tennyson's Defence of Lucknow 
("Ever upon the topmost roof our banner of England blew ... We were 
E n g l i s h i n h e a r t and i n limb, Strong w i t h the s t r e n g t h of the rac e to 
command") or h i s T h i r d of February, 1852 ("No l i t t l e German S t a t e 
are we, But the one v o i c e i n Europe ... And as f o r these [the French] 
We broke them on the land, We drove them on the s e a s " ) . Even more 
r a c i a l l y and n a t i o n a l l y i n s i s t e n t was Doyle's The p r i v a t e of the 
B u f f s : "Type of a l l her [ B r i t a i n ' s ] r a c e , Tear h i s body limb from 
limb, B r i n g cord, or axe, or flame, He only knows, t h a t not through 
him, S h a l l England come to shame ... L e t dusky I n d i a n s whine and 
k n e e l , An E n g l i s h l a d must d i e ... With knee to man unbent".*'"^ 
Such a t t i t u d e s were e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y taken up by s c h o o l s . Wells 
(1921) condemned t h e i r "dark p r e j u d i c e s " and " v i l e n a t i o n a l i s m " . 
Walker (1935) devoted a chapter to school s y l l a b u s e s ' j i n g o i s m . 
Dobson (1950) observed t h a t school h i s t o r y helped s t i m u l a t e "strong 
n a t i o n a l sentiments". I t was " a l l too o f t e n merely the t r a d i t i o n a l 
e x p r e s s i o n of p r e j u d i c e s and s t e r e o t y p e s ... n a t i o n a l i s t propaganda 
... a f f o r d i n g a v i c a r i o u s sense of grandeur to the common man". 
Dance (1954) a s s e r t e d : "Few w r i t e r s of b r i t i s h textbooks ever t h i n k 
about h i s t o r y except i n a b r i t i s h framework ... (they) choose those 
a s p e c t s of f o r e i g n c u l t u r e ... r e l e v a n t to a b r i t i s h view of l i f e " . 
F o r e i g n e r s were "too f r e q u e n t l y blamed f o r having p r i n c i p l e s and 
a s p i r a t i o n s which a r e not b r i t i s h " . Smith (1965) noted a 
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n a t i o n a l i s t i c approach i n much school h i s t o r y , w i t h strong moral and 
n a t i o n a l h e r i t a g e overtones, m i r r o r i n g "an i s l a n d n a t i o n , w i t h strong 
echoes of Shakespeare and E l i z a b e t h the F i r s t ... which i t i s assumed 
... every E n g l i s h c h i l d should know". Even as l a t e as 1980, Shennan 
and Lawrence f e l t n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y "the most potent source of a 
c r i p p l i n g chauvinism". 
They were no l e s s e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y taken up by p u b l i s h e r s and 
text-book w r i t e r s . Dobson (1950) d i s c o v e r e d h i s t o r i c a l poetry i n a 
1915 text-book i n c l u d i n g 'Rule B r i t a n n i a ' , 'The B a t t l e of the 
B a l t i c ' , 'Pro P a t r i a ' , 'My n a t i v e l a n d 1 , and 'God save the King'. 
Smith (1965) s t u d i e d four s e t s of books p u b l i s h e d 1935 to 1962 and 
found "remarkable coherence" i n t h e i r i m p l i c i t suggestion t h a t 
b r i t i s h h i s t o r y - n a t i o n a l , p o l i t i c a l and m o r a l i s t i c i n emphasis -
c o n s t i t u t e d "the h i s t o r y t h a t every c h i l d ought to know". One had 14 
r e p r i n t s 1935 to 1958. Lawrence (1967) found 'drum and trumpet' 
h i s t o r y p a r t i c u l a r l y p r e v a l e n t i n e a r l i e r textbooks, t h e i r 
assumptions of n a t i o n a l s u p e r i o r i t y i n m o r a l i t y and progress coupled 
w i t h xenophobia. Bayne-Jardine (1969) found popular textbooks from 
1923 and 1937 b e t r a y i n g a t t i t u d e s of n a t i o n a l s u p e r i o r i t y . 
C h a n c e l l o r (1970) demonstrated n a t i o n a l i s t i c moral assumptions i n 
school textbooks pre-1914. They a t t r i b u t e d the f i n e s t q u a l i t i e s to 
Englishmen, p o r t r a y e d i m p e r i a l r u l e as freedom-bringing, gave an 
e x a l t e d view of B r i t a i n ' s achievements and w o r l d - r o l e , and s e t out to 
encourage "extreme forms of p a t r i o t i s m " . E l l i o t t (1975) found 
" a g g r e s s i v e n a t i o n a l i s m " i n e a r l i e r decades, w i t h emphasis on b r i t i s h 
m i l i t a r y triumphs and "a r e l u c t a n c e to even s t a t e the viewpoints of 
f o r e i g n e r s , e s p e c i a l l y non-Europeans". As to more r e c e n t books, 
B i l l i n g t o n (1966) concluded t h a t " n a t i o n a l i s t i c b i a s i s as p e r s i s t e n t 
i n today's textbooks as those used a g e n e r a t i o n ago"; t h a t b r i t i s h 
(and american) authors a s s i g n e d "such an a r r a y of v i r t u e s to ( t h e i r ) 
own country t h a t the reader i s l e f t unaware t h a t other n a t i o n s made a 
l a s t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n to the world's c i v i l i s a t i o n " ; t h a t t h a t was 
harnessed to "outworn r a c i a l s t e r e o t y p e s such as the i n s c r u t a b l e 
O r i e n t a l " and "openly d e r o g a t i v e language" a g a i n s t non-Aryans; and 
t h a t such n a t i o n a l i s t i c and r a c i s t b i a s sprang p r i n c i p a l l y from the 
" i n t e l l e c t u a l s l u g g i s h n e s s " of w r i t e r s who had f a i l e d to keep up w i t h 
more r e c e n t s c h o l a r s h i p . Those c o n c l u s i o n s were u n d e r l i n e d by 
12 
Low-Beer (1974). 
The work of a l l the above s c h o l a r s , based on only a l i m i t e d 
number of t e x t s , i s overwhelmingly s u b s t a n t i a t e d by the f i n d i n g s of 
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the p r e s e n t study. F i r s t , of approximately 4500 t e x t and t o p i c books 
h e l d i n the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s c o l l e c t i o n s a t Durham U n i v e r s i t y 
and a t the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s London headquarters, w e l l over h a l f focused 
s o l e l y or predominantly upon England, B r i t a i n or the empire, w i t h 
e v o c a t i v e t i t l e s common, such as Famous Englishmen, Deeds t h a t won 
the empire, or The freedom h i s t o r i e s . Second, even where books have 
looked beyond B r i t a i n , whether to Europe, or, more r a r e l y , to the 
wider world, t h e i r t i t l e s and content have f r e q u e n t l y betrayed 
e t h n o c e n t r i s t a s s u m p t i o n s ^ whose i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the h i s t o r i c a l 
understanding of young people have been r e p e a t e d l y noted. T h i r d , 
even when only those books whose t i t l e s suggest the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
wider h o r i z o n s are considered, a d i s q u i e t i n g l y l a r g e number have 
d i s p l a y e d bland assumptions as to n a t i o n a l c e n t r a l i t y or s u p e r i o r i t y , 
t h e i r content dominated by e n g l i s h or b r i t i s h h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l , 
v i r t u a l l y e x c l u d i n g the r e s t of the world from the c h i l d ' s h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 
14 
These matters have been d e t a i l e d e a r l i e r , and r e c a p i t u l a t i o n 
i s unnecessary. I t i s emphasised, however, t h a t a n g l o c e n t r i c views 
have been found i n books p u b l i s h e d w e l l i n t o the 1960s and 1970s. 
I t was not only i n e a r l i e r decades t h a t a p u b l i s h e r could accept as 
Complete h i s t o r y r e a d e r s a s e r i e s f o c u s i n g almost e x c l u s i v e l y upon 
B r i t a i n . Even by the 1950s, such as the Herald H i s t o r i c a l Readers, 
or the H i s t o r y P i c t u r e books s e r i e s were c o n c e n t r a t i n g on B r i t a i n , 
16 
'Ten famous people, 1910-30' being a l l B r i t o n s . Moreover, 
r e c u r r e n t n a t i o n a l egotism has been found i n the same p e r i o d . I n 
1950-51, j u n i o r s were being t o l d how 'England becomes m i s t r e s s of the 
s e a s ' , and 'How we thrashed the men of Spain'. I n 1953, they were 
reading C o l e r i d g e ' s "Yes, ever s i n c e , Hath England done her b e s t , To 
spread abroad through a l l the l a n d , The news of peace and r e s t , 
Where'er the b r i g h t sun s h i n e t h , Her messengers are found, With 
g i r d e d l o i n s and s t a f f i n hand, spreading the j o y f u l sound"; and 
Smiley's " C h i l d r e n of the Empire, from l i t t l e I s l e s they came, To 
spread abroad i n every land the magic of t h e i r fame, They t o i l e d , 
they s t r o v e , they p e r i s h e d , t h a t you and I might see, The f a i r , f r e e 
lands of B r i t a i n a r i s e i n every s e a " . As l a t e as 1959, Purton's 
a n g l o c e n t r i s t Our Heritage was i n s i s t i n g : "We have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 
17 
f o r we must continue to l e a d the world i n a l l a s p e c t s of l i f e " . 
The i n s i s t e n t e x p r e s s i o n of such n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s and 
c o n v i c t i o n s suggests an u n d e r l y i n g , perhaps u n r e a l i s e d ideology, the 
source of which may l i e , as some s o c i o l o g i s t s of knowledge have 
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argued, i n dominant-class ' c u l t u r a l hegemony'. Young (1973-6) has 
p o r t r a y e d a l l c u r r i c u l u m content as a s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l product, 
p r e c l u d i n g t e a c h e r s ' d e c i s i o n s as to t r u t h or v a l u e . That has 
produced " l e g i t i m a t e d a i m l e s s n e s s " , w i t h "the knowledge of the 
worthwhile presupposed". I t r e p r e s e n t s p e r v a s i v e concepts 
underpinning western c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t i e s . Only through genuine 
s o c i a l i s m w i l l views of "man's common humanity" come through the 
c u r r i c u l u m . Apple (1979) has argued t h a t s c h o o l s c o n s t i t u t e a c e n t r a l 
means f o r reproduction of the b e l i e f s of the s o c i e t y i n which they 
e x i s t . That n e c e s s i t a t e s manipulation of c u r r i c u l u m content, "to 
s a t u r a t e our very c o n s c i o u s n e s s , so t h a t the ... world we see and 
i n t e r a c t w i t h ... becomes the only world". I t i s anathematic to the 
development of "comprehensive world views". R e l a t e d arguments have 
been advanced by such as B e r n s t e i n (1971) Bourdieu (1977) and Sharp 
(1980) and, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m , by 
C h a n c e l l o r (1970) who d e t e c t e d "a conscious and d i r e c t e d e f f o r t ... 
to i n d o c t r i n a t e the young w i t h i d e a s a c c e p t a b l e to the dominant 
18 
c l a s s e s of s o c i e t y " . The c r i t i q u e i s i n t e r e s t i n g ( i f not 
19 
u n i v e r s a l l y accepted) and i t s r e l e v a n c e to the development of 
h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m might m e r i t f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
A second, not u n r e l a t e d , major i n h i b i t i n g f a c t o r has been 
eurocentrism, seen by Thomson (1969) as an " i r o n c u r t a i n s e p a r a t i n g 
d i f f e r e n t c i v i l i s a t i o n s " , and by Hannam (1970) as a "western 
assumption . .. t h a t western c u l t u r e i s synonymous w i t h c i v i l i s a t i o n 
and m e r i t s g r e a t e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t the c u l t u r e s of f o r e i g n e r s , 
savages or b a r b a r i a n s " , and profoundly r e v e a l e d by use of 'the F a r 
20 
E a s t ' to d e s c r i b e E a s t A s i a . I t almost i n e v i t a b l y arose from 
Europe's g r e a t j u d a e o - c l a s s i c a l c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n , as Bloch (1954) 
21 
has i m p l i e d , and has coloured european views of 'world h i s t o r y ' 
from the e a r l i e s t days. Thus S p r a t (1665) saw the essence of h i s t o r y 
as c i v i l i s a t i o n ' s spread from Europe to " c o u n t r i e s t h a t were y e t 
never f u l l y c i v i l i s e d " . Bossuet t o t a l l y excluded China, Japan and 
I n d i a from h i s D i s c o u r s s u r l ' h i s t o i r e u n i v e r s e l l e (1979) as d i d 
numerous other w r i t e r s of the p e r i o d . Even du Halde (1733) betrayed 
e u r o c e n t r i c assumptions, arguing t h a t the people of Mogul I n d i a were 
" l i t t l e b e t t e r than B a r b a r i a n s , when compared w i t h our c i v i l i z ' d 
22 
n a t i o n s " . 
From the l a t e r 18th century, the spread of european empires 
a c r o s s the globe suggested to european man t h a t Europe was the s e a t 
of. p r o g r e s s , i n whose march the r e s t of the world had been l e f t 
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behind. I t "seemed adequate to con c e n t r a t e a t t e n t i o n upon the 
favoured segment of mankind among whom progr e s s had f l o u r i s h e d .. . 
H i s t o r y , conceived as the r e c o r d of p r o g r e s s , came f i r m l y to r e s t on 
european s o i l " . A c o r o l l a r y was n e g l e c t of the u n i v e r s a l i t y of 
23 
Europe's c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . Thus, Arnold's Oxford i n a u g u r a l (1841) 
could envisage t e u t o n i c world domination as the l a s t step i n human 
h i s t o r y ; Whewell's H i s t o r y of the i n d u c t i v e s c i e n c e s (1847) could 
exclude a l l non-european c o n t r i b u t i o n s ; and Times correspondents 
(1863) could debate whether m i s s i o n a r i e s i n China ought not simply to 
24 
concentrate upon i n t r o d u c i n g ' c i v i l i s a t i o n ' . 
Such a t t i t u d e s were aggravated by mis-reading of Hegel's 
argument t h a t human awareness of freedom had broadened from i t s 
o r i e n t a l o r i g i n s so t h a t "world h i s t o r y t r a v e l s from E a s t to West, 
f o r Europe i s the abs o l u t e end of h i s t o r y , j u s t as A s i a i s the 
beginning". Consequently, d e s p i t e Hegel's repeated q u a l i f y i n g 
a s s e r t i o n s and d e n i a l s of q u a l i t a t i v e c u l t u r a l s u p e r i o r i t y , h e g e l i a n 
thought i n s p i r e d much of the mid to l a t e r 19th c e n t u r y ' s 
e u r o c e n t r i s m . ^ 
' S c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y gave f u r t h e r reinforcement. C l o s e l y l i n k e d 
w i t h 'progress'-centred p h i l o s o p h i e s , i t emphasised a r c h i v a l evidence 
of the p a s t , and s i n c e the open a r c h i v e s were those of european 
c a p i t a l s , and the s c h o l a r s who were t o r e s e a r c h them were themselves 
imprisoned i n a c u l t u r a l l y c l o s e d world, " a f t e r the age of G a t t e r e r 
and S c h l o z e r the or d i n a r y h i s t o r i a n ceased (even) to pretend to be an 
2 6 
o r i e n t a l i s t or a student of strange c i v i l i s a t i o n s " . Thus, even i n 
1919, Singer could t r a c e the o r i g i n s of s c i e n c e no f u r t h e r e a s t than 
Mesopotamia, and then only as background to "the g r e a t p a r t " p l a y e d 
by Englishmen. By 1938, T i t l e y could s t i l l p o r t r a y both s c i e n c e and 
h i s t o r y i n p u r e l y western terms, w i t h no mention of the non-european 
world. S i m i l a r l y , Toyne (1945) could advance a e u r o c e n t r i s t a n a l y s i s 
of p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y . The modern world began about the time of the 
seven y e a r s war, i t s p r i n c i p a l f e a t u r e s the a g r a r i a n , i n d u s t r i a l , 
f r e n c h and american r e v o l u t i o n s . The school s y l l a b u s must s t r e s s 
Europe's world i n f l u e n c e . Even i n the case of R u s s i a , "only i t s 
27 
c o n t a c t s w i t h Western Europe" should be s t r e s s e d . 
I n 1954, Needham lamented t h a t most Europeans were s t i l l 
"tempted too o f t e n to say to themselves ... t h a t Wisdom was born w i t h 
us". That was v i n d i c a t e d (1960) by G i l l i s p i e ' s e u r o c e n t r i s t 
e v a l u a t i o n of the dangers a r i s i n g from the h a r n e s s i n g of s c i e n c e t o 
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technology. The "hard t r i a l " would begin "when the instruments of 
power c r e a t e d by the West come f u l l y i n t o the hands of men ... devoid 
of the western sense of some u l t i m a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to man i n 
h i s t o r y .. . What w i l l the day hold when China w i e l d s the 
bomb? ... Nemesis?" Even Trevor-Roper (1963) could i n s i s t "European 
t e c h n i q u e s , european examples, european i d e a s , have shaken the 
non-european world out of i t s p a s t ... the h i s t o r y of the world, f o r 
the l a s t f i v e c e n t u r i e s , i n so f a r as i t has s i g n i f i c a n c e , has been 
european h i s t o r y . I do not t h i n k we need make any apology i f our 
study of h i s t o r y i s E u r o p a - c e n t r i c ; e x p l a n a t i o n would be f a r more 
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n e c e s s a r y i f i t were not". 
Nor was commitment to 'world h i s t o r y ' a safeguard. Wells (1928) 
l i s t e d 353 events i n world chronology - one each from L a t i n America 
and Japan, e i g h t from I n d i a , 18 from I s l a m , 20 from China and 305 
from B r i t a i n , Europe and North America. Even by 1953, i n a Unesco 
p u b l i c a t i o n c i r c u l a t e d t o 70 c o u n t r i e s , H i l l was recommending f o r 
younger c h i l d r e n "The B i b l e and the legends and martyrs of a l l 
r e l i g i o n s ; the g r e a t f o l k movements and migrations - the Aryans and 
Norsemen, the Great Trek, the opening of the American West; the 
e x p l o r e r s - Marco Polo and Columbus, Tasman and Cook and 
L i v i n g s t o n e ; Xenophon's P e r s i a n E x p e d i t i o n and Chaucer's Canterbury 
T a l e s " . B i o g r a p h i e s recommended were a l s o e u r o c e n t r i c . "The common 
saga of a l l mankind" comprised Joseph, Moses, the prophets of I s r a e l , 
L eonidas, Alexander, Mohammed, the Arabian Nights, A t t i l a , Genghis 
Khan, Akbar, Napoleon, Columbus, N i g h t i n g a l e and P a s t e u r . 'World 
h i s t o r y ' t o p i c s f o r upper secondary p u p i l s i n c l u d e d Alexander, 
Hellenism, the roman empire, I s l a m , the r e n a i s s a n c e and european 
d i s c o v e r i e s , the american, f r e n c h and i n d u s t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n s , 
Napoleon, the l i b e r a t i o n of L a t i n America and A s i a , and the r u s s i a n 
r e v o l u t i o n . A s i a and L a t i n America were e v i d e n t l y of i n t e r e s t only 
a f t e r the coming of Europeans, A f r i c a not a t a l l . Even i n a 'world 
h i s t o r y ' conference (1964) the p e r s p e c t i v e was almost e x c l u s i v e l y 
european, and " r e s o l u t i o n s ... u n l i k e l y to prove v a l u a b l e to our 
correspondents ... (such as) the h i s t o r y of Japan" were c o n s c i o u s l y 
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excluded from the p u b l i s h e d r e p o r t . 
So, w i t h wearisome p e r s i s t e n c e , the e u r o c e n t r i c b i a s has come 
down dominant to the p r e s e n t day. F i n l e y (1966) arguing f o r the 
study of a n c i e n t h i s t o r y , saw no cause to mention other than the 
greco-roman t r a d i t i o n . Hale (1966) advocating a r t h i s t o r y i n h i s t o r y 
s y l l a b u s e s , thought s o l e l y i n b r i t i s h and european terms. HMI (1967) 
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suggesting t e a c h i n g about n a z i Germany i n p r e f e r e n c e to communist 
China, saw c a l l s f o r w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s as "a counsel of 
r a t h e r a b s t r a c t p e r f e c t i o n " , and thought i t " u n r e a l i s t i c to q u a r r e l 
w i t h the e v i d e n t f a c t t h a t . .. s y l l a b u s e s are g e n e r a l l y somewhat 
Europe-centred". A r e v i e w e r (1970) p r a i s e d C o r n w e l l 's World H i s t o r y , 
noted f o r i t s eurocentrism, as "a good b a s i s f o r any course on world 
h i s t o r y " , w h i l s t condemning P r a t t ' s V i s i t o r s to China f o r too much 
Chinese h i s t o r y . Jamieson's study of the "outstanding world 
statesmen" of the 20th century i n c l u d e d seven Europeans, two North 
Americans, four A s i a n s (one Chinese) and one A f r i c a n . Hawes' A t l a s 
of Man and R e l i g i o n (1970) covered only C h r i s t i a n i t y . Macintosh 
(1973) ignored non-european i s s u e s when drawing up 30 questions 
i l l u s t r a t i v e of examining c r i t e r i a : e l e v e n were on B r i t a i n , 18 on 
Europe, one on the USA. (China was mentioned only i n context of 
b r i t i s h p a s s p o r t s ) . Of 108 maps i n Chambers' A t l a s of world h i s t o r y 
(1975) 90 were on Europe and f i v e on A s i a . Perhaps most 
conspi c u o u s l y , the e d i t o r i a l p a n e l s of major h i s t o r i c a l j o u r n a l s such 
as P a s t and P r e s e n t or the J o u r n a l of Contemporary h i s t o r y have 
permitted almost 90% of t h e i r contents, even i n r e c e n t y e a r s , to be 
devoted to white anglo-saxon and european t o p i c s , w i t h only 1.92% and 
2.92% r e s p e c t i v e l y on South, South E a s t and E a s t A s i a , and only 0.32% 
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and 0.41% r e s p e c t i v e l y on China. 
Such imbalance of h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , a t t a c k e d by s c h o l a r s 
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i n c l u d i n g Barraclough (1967) and Johnson (1972) has i n f l u e n c e d the 
stance and s u b j e c t - m a t t e r of g r e a t numbers of school books. 
S i g n i f i c a n t l y , of over 5,000 surveyed i n p r e p a r i n g t h i s t h e s i s , 
though many r e l a t e d i n some d e t a i l Marco Polo's d i s c o v e r y of China, 
not one mentioned Rabban Sauma's roughly contemporary and p o t e n t i a l l y 
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much more important d i s c o v e r y of Europe. Even when only the over 
900 books promising wider-world h o r i z o n s are considered, w e l l over 
10% d i s p l a y e d strong eurocentrism, most of those a d d i t i o n a l to the 
books r e f l e c t i n g powerful n a t i o n a l - c e n t r i s t t e n d e n c i e s . Again, a 
breakdown of many of the worst examples may be found e a r l i e r , and 
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r e c a p i t u l a t i o n i s unnecessary. However, as w i t h anglocentrism, i t 
i s s t r e s s e d t h a t e u r o c e n t r i s m has not been confined to e a r l i e r 
decades. Over h a l f the e u r o c e n t r i c books uncovered were p u b l i s h e d 
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post-1950 and s e v e r a l post-1970. Moreover, even i n popular s e r i e s 
35 
c l a i m i n g w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e s imbalance has been seen. 
A n o t - u n r e l a t e d t h i r d c o n t r i b u t o r y f a c t o r - seen by Dance (1954) 
as d i r e c t l y consequent upon views of n a t i o n a l c e n t r a l i t y 
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s u p e r f i c i a l l y l e s s widespread, but p o t e n t i a l l y more s e r i o u s i n i t s 
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i m p l i c a t i o n s - h a s been r a c i s m . 
The p r e v a l e n c e of r a c i s t phenomena i n the post-war e r a has been 
f r e q u e n t l y noted. Goodings and Lauwerys observed (1964) "the 
language we speak i s s u b t l y impregnated w i t h n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l 
s t e r e o t y p e s and c o n t a i n s words implying contempt f o r some other 
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group'.'. However, i t i s erroneous to suggest t h a t they are r e c e n t 
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h i s t o r i c a l phenomena p r i m a r i l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Nazism. T h e i r 
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a n t i q u i t y goes back to A r i s t o t l e and Herodotus. Growth of r a c i s t 
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t h i n k i n g p a r a l l e l e d growth of european empires. The o p p o s i t i o n of 
Hegel and o t h e r s to r a c i s t assumptions was overwhelmed by a 19th 
century tidewave. R a c i s t a s s e r t i o n s and d e s c r i p t i o n s were p u b l i s h e d 
by such as The Times and Punch. The l a t t e r (1859) r e f e r r e d to the 
" l i t t l e p i g eyes" of the "coward John Chinaman", whose eyes would be 
opened by John B u l l . L a t e r i n the century, Chamberlain was c l a i m i n g 
the Anglo-Saxons "the g r e a t e s t governing r a c e the world has ever 
seen ... so proud reacting, s e l f c o n f i d e n t and determined, the 
41 
predominant f o r c e of f u t u r e h i s t o r y and u n i v e r s a l c i v i l i s a t i o n " . 
The s o c i a l d a r w i n i s t t i d e flooded i n t o the 20th century. Wilkes 
(1917) argued c h i l d r e n must l e a r n t h e i r n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y s i n c e "the 
f u t u r e of the world l i e s i n the hands of the anglo saxon r a c e " . 
J a r v i s (1917) spoke of ' r a c e 1 17 times. Hasluck (1920) b e l i e v e d " i t 
i s enough to i n d i c a t e i n a few words the g e n e r a l s t a t e of 
c i v i l i s a t i o n they (non whites) had reached when they came i n t o 
c o n t a c t w i t h the white r a c e ... i t i s h a r d l y worth w h i l e attempting 
to e n t e r i n t o t h e i r r a t h e r u n i n s p i r i n g h i s t o r y " . Books such as Races 
of England and Wales, Western Races and the world and R a c i a l h i s t o r y 
of man were p u b l i s h e d i n the 1920s. C h i l d e b e l i e v e d (1926) "the 
Nordics' s u p e r i o r i t y i n physique f i t t e d them to be v e h i c l e s of the 
s u p e r i o r language". Bradley (1927) t r a c e d e n g l i s h c h a r a c t e r to r a c e . 
Barker (1927) b e l i e v e d 'race' and 'nation' synonymous. There was a 
" r a c i a l b a s i s of n a t i o n a l l i f e " , m a nifested i n law, government, 
r e l i g i o n , language, l i t e r a t u r e and education. Each n a t i o n possessed 
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"the temperament of i t s r a c i a l blend". 
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B a r k e r ' s book, seen by Kandel (1949) as a k i n to Nazizm, was 
popular. I t enjoyed a f o u r t h e d i t i o n i n 1948. By t h a t time, Rowse 
(1946) though denying "the s i l l i n e s s of r a c i a l i s m " had f u r t h e r 
f u e l l e d r a c i s t / n a t i o n a l i s t a t t i t u d e s , h i s v i o l e n t anti-German 
d e s c r i p t i o n s i n sharp c o n t r a s t to h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n of the " s o l i d 
r e l i a b i l i t y ... dogged q u a l i t i e s ... s e n s i t i v e n e s s and imagination 
283 
... s l e e p l e s s sense of moderation" of the B r i t i s h . " T h e stock counts 
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f o r something", Rowse i n s i s t e d . I n 1954 t e a c h e r s complained of 
books s t r e s s i n g the ' b r i t i s h r a c e ' . Twenty y e a r s l a t e r , Low-Beer was 
condemning both n a t i o n a l i s m and r a c i s m i n school h i s t o r y and 
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demanding t h e i r expurgation. 
The d i s t u r b i n g t r u t h i s t h a t i t i s d i f f i c u l t to d i s t i n g u i s h much 
of what has passed f o r h i s t o r y i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s from H i t l e r ' s view 
of education f i n d i n g i t s crowning work i n "burning i n t o the b r a i n s 
and h e a r t of the youth ... an i n s t i n c t u a l and understanding sense of 
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r a c e and ra c e f e e l i n g " . That a s s e r t i o n i s supported by the 
r e s e a r c h of C h a n c e l l o r (1970) and Lawrence (1967,1972) i n t o textbooks 
on e n g l i s h h i s t o r y from the l a t e 19th and e a r l i e r 20th c e n t u r i e s 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . C h a n c e l l o r found books p o r t r a y i n g I n d i a n s and Afghans 
as c r u e l , u n f i t t e d to r u l e themselves, savage, h e a r t l e s s , monstrous 
and f i e n d i s h . A f r i c a n s were " l a z y , v i c i o u s and incapable of s e r i o u s 
improvement or of work ... a few bananas w i l l s u s t a i n the l i f e of a 
negro ... he i s q u i t e happy and q u i t e u s e l e s s " . Chinese were c o l d 
and xenophobic. T h e i r " u n f a i r d e a l i n g s " and arrogant i n s u l t s t o the 
b r i t i s h f l a g caused the 1839 and 1860 wars. Seeking to p r o h i b i t 
opium was p r o v o c a t i v e . B r i t i s h arson i n 1860 was a triumphant 
punishment f o r Chinese t r e a c h e r y . Lawrence (1967) d e t a i l e d a 
tendency to p o r t r a y England threatened by n a t i o n a l or r a c i a l 
c a t a s t r o p h e , w i t h frequent use of p e j o r a t i v e e p i t h e t s to d e s c r i b e 
f o r e i g n e r s , e s p e c i a l l y non-whites. B l a c k s were " i d l e and 
d i s o r d e r l y " , a b o r i g i n e s "among the lowest and most barbarous of 
mankind", I n d i a n s h a l f - e d u c a t e d and needing a dose of b r i t i s h 
bayonets, Afghans w i l d and f a n a t i c a l , Egyptians t h r i f t l e s s and 
op p r e s s i v e , and Chinese arrogant, s t u p i d and o b s t i n a t e . One book by 
Marten, prominent i n the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , was "the paradigm of 
a l l s o r t s of b i a s " , p o r t r a y i n g E g y p t i a n s , I n d i a n s and Afghans i n 
st e r e o t y p e , and s e e i n g b r i t i s h occupation b r i n g i n g " i n f i n i t e 
b e n e f i t " . One by Tr e v e l y a n s t r e s s e d the c i v i l i s i n g m i s s i o n of the 
b r i t i s h empire, saw e n g l i s h c i v i l i s a t i o n as "the f i n e s t flower of the 
whole c u l t u r e of the white r a c e s " , and summarised b r i t i s h r u l e as 
"very f o r t u n a t e " f o r I n d i a n and A f r i c a n a l i k e . Another author 
i d e n t i f i e d ' C h r i s t i a n ' w i t h 'gentleman', saw the b r i t i s h empire as an 
a c c i d e n t a l consequence of the sturdy n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r and concluded 
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t h e r e was "no doubt t h a t Englishmen are s u p e r i o r and more f o r t u n a t e 
47* 
than any other people". 
Such f i n d i n g s have been r e i n f o r c e d by the p r e s e n t work, and 
though only about 10 e x p l i c i t examples of negative r a c i s m have been 
d i s c o v e r e d , they were a l l i n books whose t i t l e s suggested l e s s narrow 
. . 48 
v i s i o n . Books s p e c i f i c a l l y on n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y have not been read. 
Again, those r a c i s t i n d i c a t i o n s have not been confined to e a r l i e r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s , such as D a r b i s h i r e ' s (1920) i n t e r e s t i n showing the 
spread of "the European branch of the Caucasian or Indo-European 
Race". I n 1949, one w r i t e r s t i l l f e l t i t appropriate to r e l a t e "the 
spread of the anglo-saxon r a c e and of anglo-saxon hegemony throughout 
the world". I n 1964, the Chinese were d e s c r i b e d as having f l a t t e r 
bones i n t h e i r f a c e s than Europeans, and "eye s o c k e t s ... s l a n t e d 
upwards towards the o u t s i d e c o r n e r s " . I n 1969, one book's s e c t i o n on 
Chinese c h i l d r e n began": "We have y e l l o w f a c e s and crooked n a i l s , 
queer looking eyes and long p i g - t a i l s " , and from t h a t r a c i a l 
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springboard s t r e s s e d the i d i o s y n c r a s y of Chinese customs. 
A f o u r t h p r i n c i p a l f a c t o r has been r a c i a l / e t h n i c / n a t i o n a l 
s t e r e o t y p i n g . T h i s , a weaker phenomenon than o v e r t r a c i s m , has not 
shown up as an i d e n t i f i c a b l e problem i n the school textbooks s t u d i e d : 
but i t has c e r t a i n l y been a major determinant of s u b j e c t matter f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n textbooks and school s y l l a b u s e s . 
S t e r e o t y p i n g , "the s u b t l e s t and most p e r v a s i v e of a l l i n f l u e n c e s 
(which) u n l e s s education has made us a c u t e l y aware, govern(s) deeply 
the whole p r o c e s s of p e r c e p t i o n " , based on "hearsay, rumour and 
anecdotes"; a s o r t of " a u t i s t i c t h i n k i n g ... r e l a t i v e l y unresponsive 
to e x t e r n a l r e a l i t y " , ^ 0 i s not s o l e l y a modern phenomenon. Du Halde 
(1733) observed t h a t " R e l a t i o n s t h a t are e i t h e r made without 
Judgement, f i c t i t i o u s , or w r i t t e n w i t h P a r t i a l i t y , have a bad E f f e c t 
on the Mind, by rendering those suspected which are f a i t h f u l ; and 
i n s t i l l i n g , even i n t o Persons of Understanding, c e r t a i n P r e j u d i c e s , 
51 
which they have much ado to shake o f f again". However, i t s modern 
S i m i l a r evidence could be c i t e d from Hatch's i n v e s t i g a t i o n of 
the p o r t r a y a l of coloured people i n h i s t o r y and geography 
textbooks (Race5,l,Nov 1962,63-72). Glendenning 1s study of the 
p o r t r a y a l of s u b j e c t peoples i n t e x t books (J.Ed.Admin & H i s t 
5, J u l y 1973,33-43; H i s t o r y of Education 3.2.1975 57-72; 
' E v o l u t i o n of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n B r i t i s h and French s c h o o l s ' , 
Ph.D. 1975); and Habtai's study of the p o r t r a y a l of A f r i c a n s 
('Images of A f r i c a i n b r i t i s h secondary education', D . P h i l . , 
1981) . 
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e x t e n t and p e r v a s i v e n e s s have been c l e a r l y shown. Eysenck and Crown 
(1948) concluded t h a t " c e r t a i n a d j e c t i v e s (are) a s s i g n e d to n a t i o n s 
w i t h a c o n s i s t e n c y t h a t ... warrant (s) the assumption of the 
e x i s t e n c e of f a i r l y u n i v e r s a l n a t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p e s " . Many people 
52 
b e l i e v e d the s t e r e o t y p e they h e l d to be o b j e c t i v e l y a c c u r a t e . 
S t e r e o t y p i n g c o n s t i t u t e s a s e r i o u s problem s i n c e , as Lambert and 
K l i n e b e r g (1967) showed, i t "can and o f t e n does become the b a s i s f o r 
a l l forms of p r e j u d i c e " ; and as Lippmann (1922) demonstrated, there 
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i s "nothing so obdurate to education or to c r i t i c i s m " . I t has 
proved a s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e to the development of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
s t u d i e s to the e x t e n t i t has i n s p i r e d e x c l u s i o n of l e s s - f a v o u r e d 
peoples and c u l t u r e s from c u r r i c u l a . 
There seems good reason to assume the widespread e x i s t e n c e and 
g e n e r a l l y unfavourable nature of s t e r e o t y p e s of the Chinese, an image 
of "a c r u e l , s i n i s t e r and mysterious people", w i t n e s s e d to by "a 
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whole l i t e r a t u r e of h o r r o r i n s p i r e d by ... r e v u l s i o n " , extending 
* 
through to the p r e s e n t day, and f r e q u e n t l y s a t i r i s e d by Chinese 
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w r i t e r s . 
O b j e c t i v e evidence of a n t i - C h i n e s e s t e r e o t y p e s among a d u l t s i s 
not common. The most r e v e a l i n g evidence as to B r i t a i n came from 
Buchanan (1951) who found from w o r d - l i s t r e s e a r c h t h a t 18% of h i s 
B r i t i s h sample b e l i e v e d the Chinese to be c r u e l and 37% backward, as 
a g a i n s t t h r e e and four per cent r e s p e c t i v e l y s i m i l a r l y regarding 
Americans; and t h a t only 17% thought the Chinese i n t e l l i g e n t , 11% 
p r a c t i c a l , 8% p r o g r e s s i v e , 7% generous, 21% brave, 15% s e l f -
c o n t r o l l e d , and 22% p e a c e - l o v i n g , as a g a i n s t percentages v a r y i n g 
between 44 and 77% s i m i l a r l y d e s c r i b i n g the B r i t i s h . Buchanan's 
f i n d i n g s may have underpinned P u r c e l l ' s a s s e r t i o n (1962) t h a t h o s t i l e 
s t e r e o t y p e s , "deeply imprinted by the p r o j e c t i o n of western f e a r and 
ignorance or by the d i s t o r t i o n s of m a l i c e " , r e p r e s e n t e d a major 
o b s t r u c t i o n to the t r a n s m i s s i o n of o b j e c t i v e a p p r e c i a t i o n s of China 
56 
to the West. 
The reasons f o r such h o s t i l e a t t i t u d e s - why Queen V i c t o r i a 
l a b e l l e d the Chinese "very barbarous, c r u e l , and dangerous"; why Lord 
E l g i n d e t e c t e d a t t i t u d e s of " d e t e s t a t i o n , contempt, f e r o c i t y , 
vengeance",'against "Chinamen"; why de Quincey f e l t he would go mad 
e.g. Lowe's p l a y T i b e t a n i n r o a d s , Royal Court Th e a t r e , 1981. 
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i f f o r c e d to l i v e among the Chinese; why even L i n Yutang f e l t "one 
57 
e i t h e r l o v e s or h a t e s China" - appear not to have been researched 
and can only be touched upon here. 
Western a v e r s i o n to ' o r i e n t a l s ' probably f i r s t arose from t h e i r 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the Mongol T a t a r s , c a r i c a t u r e d e a r l y as "a 
d e t e s t a b l e n a t i o n of Satan ... l i k e d e v i l s , t h i r s t i n g f o r and 
d r i n k i n g blood, t e a r i n g and devouring the f l e s h of dogs and men", and 
58 
b e l i e v e d to have "emerged from the c o n f i n e s of China". The problem 
was accentuated by the medieval p r a c t i c e of equating T a t a r y with 
T a r t a r u s ( H e l l ) . That a s s o c i a t i o n probably i n s p i r e d the modern 
'Yellow P e r i l ' f e a r , given impetus by the Boxers and Japan's defeat 
of R u s s i a , i n s p i r i n g r a c i s t l i t e r a t u r e such as Money's P e r i l of the 
White (1925). The f e a r was f u e l l e d by floods of Chinese to South E a s t 
A s i a , t h r e a t e n i n g antipodean ' k i t h and k i n ' , which helped provoke 
59 
i-oicit"*li"st 'white' l e g i s l a t i o n i n the USA and b r i t i s h empire. I t s 
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ongoing p e r s i s t e n c e has been evidenced by v a r i o u s w r i t e r s . 
F e a r s were compounded from an e a r l y date by western experience 
of the Chinese, e s p e c i a l l y t h e i r f a c i a l appearance, seeming to 
resemble Down's Syndrome c h i l d r e n ( l a b e l l e d 'Mongols' from 1886) 
t h e i r apparent c a p a c i t y to endure p a i n and p r i v a t i o n , and t h e i r 
custom and c u l t u r e . Burnet (1692) b e l i e v e d them "of a d i f f e r e n t 
O r i g i n a l from the r e s t of Mankind", and Fresnoys (1713) as people 
never having had "much connection w i t h any of those whose h i s t o r y i s 
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u s e f u l or n e c e s s a r y to us". S i m i l a r a t t i t u d e s have been expressed 
i n the 20th. century, even by o r i e n t a l i s t s such as H i r t h (1908) and 
62* 
F r a d i e r (1959). 
H o s t i l i t y arose a l s o from the rude s u p e r c i l i o u s n e s s and 
e t h n o c e n t r i c arrogance of the Chinese towards Westerners, noted by 
de Rada and Mundy i n e a r l y modern times, s u f f e r e d by the papal envoy 
i n 1705, and most e f f e c t i v e l y demonstrated by Ch'ien-lung's 
6 3 
putting-down of George the T h i r d i n 1795. One observer wrote 
(1775) "We f i n d few or none t h a t t r a v e l i n t o China ... to w r i t e the 
h i s t o r y of i t , and t h a t f o r a good reason; the j e a l o u s p o l i c y of 
the people renders t h a t country h a r d l y a c c e s s i b l e to such persons". 
* 
As l a t e as 1982, China could s t i l l be d e s c r i b e d on a popular TV 
programme as "strange and mysterious". (Nationwide,16/9/82). 
287 
Even Lew (1923) admitted, " I f China has e r r e d , she has e r r e d i n the 
64* 
d i r e c t i o n of i n d i f f e r e n c e towards other n a t i o n s " . 
I n some r e s p e c t s , i t i s s u r p r i s i n g t h a t Le Rage C h i n o i s ^ ever 
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got underway. B i t t e r r e a c t i o n was not slow to s e t i n . H o s t i l i t y 
towards Chinese r e l i g i o u s i d e a s grew a f t e r papal condemnation (1704) 
of j e s u i t i c a l admiration of Confucianism and the Order's d i s s o l u t i o n 
(1773) which C r e e l (1949) saw as the t u r n i n g - p o i n t f o r western 
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i n t e r e s t i n China. The Chinese d e n i a l of i m m o r t a l i t y offended 19th. 
century w e s t e r n e r s . Fairbank (1969) has pointed to growing f e e l i n g s 
t h a t i f China could not be converted or improved, she should be 
68 
condemned to outer darkness. R e l i g i o u s h o s t i l i t y was p a r a l l e l e d by 
a t t a c k s on Chinese government, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , law, s c i e n c e and 
h i s t o r y , most a b r a s i v e l y a r t i c u l a t e d i n Defoe's The C o n s o l i d a t o r s 
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(1705) and i n h i s l a t e r Robinson Crusoe books (1719,1720). Chinese 
h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d s began to meet d i s b e l i e f and contempt. Even by 
1750, "China was no longer esteemed among e n g l i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s 
e i t h e r f o r i t s a n t i q u i t y or l e a r n i n g " . More s e r i o u s l y , such as 
Mason (d.1797) i n c r e a s i n g l y argued t h a t Chinese ' p e r v e r s i o n s ' i n 
t a s t e r e f l e c t e d deeply rooted s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c o r r u p t i o n . That, 
a l l i e d to Warton's c r i t i c i s m s i n the 1750s, i n s p i r e d f u l l - s c a l e 
i n v e c t i v e a g a i n s t Chinese a r t and l i t e r a t u r e , i n c r e a s i n g l y 
w r i t t e n - o f f as w h i m s i c a l , grotesque and monstrous, " u n d i r e c t e d by 
Nature or T r u t h " . Reaction a g a i n s t the b i z a r r e e x c e s s e s of 
c h i n o i s e r i e , which suggested a land peopled by f r i v o l o u s , decadent 
and c a p r i c i o u s f i g u r e s , r e i n f o r c e d the a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g f e e l i n g s of 
70 
strangeness and a l i e n a t i o n . 
By 1800, l i t t l e r e a l r e s p e c t remained f o r Chinese h i s t o r y and 
c u l t u r e save f o r p o l i t e admiration of Confucian m o r a l i t y , Chinese 
p o r c e l a i n and l a c q u e r s , and t e a - d r i n k i n g . ^ E x p r e s s i o n of 
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t and contempt during the 19th. century, 
v o i c e d i n Tennyson's " B e t t e r 50 y e a r s of Europe than a c y c l e of 
72 
Cathay", has been d e t a i l e d e a r l i e r . I t was s t i m u l a t e d by i n c r e a s i n g Not t h a t Chinese a t t i t u d e s were unprovoked. Han Suyin (1952) was
c e r t a i n l y c o r r e c t i n her complaint a g a i n s t "the s u r l y o f f e n s i v e 
manner of the white man d e a l i n g w i t h the i n f e r i o r r a c e s " 
(A many-splendoured t h i n g , 132). One of the f i r s t european 
seamen i n China, Andrade (1519) was d i s c o u r t e o u s l y arrogant, 
b u i l t a f o r t , e r e c t e d a gibbet, committed a c t s of p i r a c y and 
kidnapped c h i l d r e n , l e a d i n g to harsh Chinese r e a c t i o n . 
(C.R.Boxer, South China, 1953, x x i v - v ; P.Sykes, Quest f o r 
Cathay, 1936,254). 
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p e r c e p t i o n , as the century unfolded, of China's comparative 
backwardness i n f a c e of western aggrandisement and her i n a b i l i t y to 
emulate the f o r e i g n e r e i t h e r m i l i t a r i l y or i n b u i l d i n g t r a i n s and 
d r a i n s . That impression seemed v i n d i c a t e d by her d e f e a t by Japan 
(1895) a f t e r which "the western powers d e s p i s e us and t r e a t us l i k e 
b a r b a r i a n s ... formerly they regarded us as h a l f - c i v i l i s e d , now they 
compare us w i t h the b l a c k s l a v e s of A f r i c a ... (and) i n s u l t us l i k e 
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i r r e c l a i m a b l e d o l t s " . I t was r e i n f o r c e d by the indentured labour 
s c a n d a l s i n Peru and South A f r i c a , profoundly shocking to western 
moral s t a n d a r d s . ^ 
Such impressions c o n s t i t u t e d a s e r i o u s blow to the study of 
Chinese h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e i n the West, where 'backwardness' was 
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"conceived as an i n t r i n s i c and e t e r n a l mark of i n f e r i o r i t y " . They 
appeared to u n d e r l i n e the r a c i s t and e u r o c e n t r i c assumptions of 
contemporary S o c i a l Darwinism and anthropology, and to j u s t i f y the 
growing s t e r e o t y p e of the i n f e r i o r 'Chinee' heathen. 
That Westerners i n c r e a s i n g l y came to see the Chinese as " o b j e c t s 
..76 
of sc o r n was v i v i d l y demonstrated by a c t i o n s during the 
* 
s u p p r e s s i o n of the Boxers. No-one challen g e d Barber's a s s e r t i o n 
(1904) t h a t " i t s f i n e s c h o l a r s ... w i l l l e ap and s h r i e k l i k e naughty 
c h i l d r e n ; i t s Mandarins ... c a r r y i n t h e i r t r a i n s abominations ... 
i t s m a g i s t r a t e s are n o t o r i o u s l y c o r r u p t ; j u s t i c e i s ... u n i v e r s a l l y 
v e n i a l ; 'the whole head i s s i c k and the whole h e a r t f a i n t ' - wounds 
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and b r u i s e s and p u t r e f y i n g s o r e s " . C i v i l war and m i s r u l e i n e a r l i e r 
decades of t h i s century compounded the s i t u a t i o n . I n 1928 one 
r e v i e w e r maintained: "The wonder i s ... t h a t any germs of hopeful new 
order should be v i s i b l e i n China a t a l l " . Another (1929) considered 
e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y "amply j u s t i f i e d " . A westerner l i v i n g i n China 
(1928) knew of "only one reason on e a r t h to make a man g l a d to come 
to unhappy China, and t h a t i s the chance to save s o u l s " . Even a 
Chinese (1938) b e l i e v e d her "undoubtedly the most c h a o t i c , the most 
m i s r u l e d n a t i o n on e a r t h , the most p a t h e t i c and most h e l p l e s s , the 
78 
most unable to p u l l h e r s e l f together and forge ahead". 
I n f a c e of such apparent decadence and decay, i t i s h a r d l y 
s u r p r i s i n g t h a t China's h i s t o r y was i n c r e a s i n g l y b e l i e v e d 
79 
"not a s u b j e c t worth s e r i o u s study". Had such been attempted, 
The a l l i e d commander had i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h a p r o s t i t u t e on 
Tzu H s i ' s s t a t e bed. 
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j u s t i f i c a t i o n of i t s p r e s e n t a t i o n to young minds, a shambles, 
i n c h o a t e , when the lamp of 'progress' shone so b r i l l i a n t l y from the 
West, would not have been easy. 
F e e l i n g s of contempt, even h a t r e d , f o r Chinese people had been 
i n any case d r a m a t i c a l l y r e i n f o r c e d by growing h o r r o r of Chinese 
f e r o c i t y a g a i n s t both t h e i r own and f o r e i g n people, whereby, due to 
"the c r u e l l e s t laws the world has ever known (and) a p e n a l code which 
i n v o l v e d the most s c i e n t i f i c a l l y a d j u s t e d t o r t u r e " , then "images of 
consummate and f e a r f u l e v i l were j o i n e d to those of the merely wicked 
80* 
or m i s l e d heathen, an e v i l not only ungodly but inhuman". 
An e a r l y v i s i t o r observed "with how much p i e t y and l e i s u r e they 
k i l l , w i t h so much c r u e l t y and speed they whip ... a l t o g e t h e r v o i d of 
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compassion". Contemporaries were p a r t i c u l a r l y shocked by the 
s l i c i n g of m i s c r e a n t s to death w i t h 3,357 c u t s , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the 
v i c t i m was bound to a c r o s s . 'Chinese t o r t u r e ' came to mean any 
f i e n d i s h means of i n f l i c t i n g e x q u i s i t e agony on the h e l p l e s s . 
Europeans s t a r e d w i t h h o r r o r a t the b a r b a r i t y of punishments on 
m a l e f a c t o r s , g r a p h i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d by many o b s e r v e r s . Wells W i l l i a m s 
(1847) observed: "Executions are performed i n the most r e v o l t i n g 
manner; b r u t e s could not be s l a u g h t e r e d w i t h more i n d i f f e r e n c e " . That 
i m p r e s s i o n was s i c k e n i n g l y underscored by Matignon (1899) and Edwards 
(1938) and by r e p o r t s and photographs of Chiang's a t r o c i t i e s i n 
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1927. Rumours of c a n n i b a l i s m a l s o c i r c u l a t e d i n t o the 20th. 
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century. Moreover, western f l e s h was made to creep by (untrue) 
s t o r i e s of dead bodies being used f o r f e r t i l i s e r , and by f r e q u e n t l y 
exaggerated accounts of p r a c t i c e s such as female i n f a c t i c i d e , c h i l d 
p r o s t i t u t i o n , r o t t i n g bound f e e t as a p h r o d i s i a c s , l e g a l i s e d 
** 
c a s t r a t i o n and keeping the r e l i c s i n p r e s e r v a t i v e , and the 
r e d u c t i o n of people to " i d i o t s k e l e t o n s " through smoking opium, i t s 
"most p e r n i c i o u s e f f e c t both upon the c o n s t i t u t i o n and morals of i t s 
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v i c t i m s " h o r r i f i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d by Fortune (1853). 
That t h e r e was t r u t h i n western r e p o r t s i s suggested by 
Fang Pao's o b s e r v a t i o n of the "unendurable s u f f e r i n g " i n f l i c t e d 
on p r i s o n e r s during h i s own imprisonment 1712-13. (Fang Pao, 
t r . D.Bodde, i n J.A.0.S..,89,1969,319). 
There were 3,000 eunuchs i n the Forbidden C i t y as l a t e as 1911. 
A t r o c i t i e s a g a i n s t Westerners aroused even g r e a t e r r e v u l s i o n -
the t o r t u r e and execution (1523) of the f i r s t Portugese ambassador 
and 23 f o l l o w e r s ; the k i l l i n g of Abbe Chapdeleine (1856) and the 
reputed e a t i n g of h i s h e a r t ; the b r u t a l treatment (1860) of E l g i n ' s 
e m i s s a r i e s ; the sa c k i n g of T i e n t s i n c a t h e d r a l (1870) murder of f r e n c h 
c o n s u l a r o f f i c i a l s , burning of an orphanage, and the k i l l i n g and 
m u t i l a t i o n of 10 nuns; and the b u t c h e r i n g of over 200 f o r e i g n e r s and 
30,000 Chinese C h r i s t i a n s during the Boxer r e b e l l i o n (1900). To have 
suggested to educated Westerners reading of such b a r b a r i t i e s , and the 
" h o r r i b l e p u t r e f a c t i o n s accummulated i n every corner of the C i t y of 
D e a t h " , ^ t h a t s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n be given to the i n s t r u c t i o n of 
western c h i l d r e n i n the h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e of the offender, would 
probably have been tantamount to academic and p r o f e s s i o n a l s u i c i d e . 
Nor d i d s t o r i e s of a t r o c i t i e s a g a i n s t f o r e i g n e r s cease i n the 
20th. century. Chinese brainwashing and t o r t u r e of p r i s o n e r s and 
apparent i n d i f f e r e n c e to human l i f e during the korean war perpetuated 
the b e s t i a l , subhuman image. The Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement (1955) 
claimed "nothing l i k e i t has been known s i n c e C h r i s t i a n s f e l l i n t o 
the hands of the Turk", and spoke of "corrup t c y n i c i s m " and " c r u e l 
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f a n a t i c i s m " . The image was f u r t h e r r e i n f o r c e d by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Committee of J u r i s t s ' r e p o r t on T i b e t (1960) which recorded the 
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murder of people and p r i e s t s by a v a r i e t y of s a d i s t i c p r o c e s s e s . By 
the 1960s, then, China's image was s t i l l " d i s t i n c t l y 
u n f a v o u r a b l e " . ^ 
I t would be a mistake to w r i t e as i f ethno-and eurocentrism, 
n a t i o n a l ( i s t i c ) emphases and n e g l e c t of world and Chinese h i s t o r y 
have been unique to B r i t a i n . The b r i t i s h s i t u a t i o n must be viewed 
a g a i n s t c u r r i c u l a r a t t i t u d e s and p r a c t i c e s i n other c o u n t r i e s 
e s p e c i a l l y Europe and the USA. 
F i r s t , these phenomena have c h a r a c t e r i s e d the h i s t o r i c a l 
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education of a l l c o u n t r i e s throughout t h i s century. R u s s e l l (1932) 
i n s i s t e d t h a t " i n every country i n the world, c h i l d r e n are taught 
t h a t t h e i r country i s the b e s t " . F i f t y y e a r s l a t e r , the Times 
E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement claimed " i t remains t r u e t h a t few c o u n t r i e s 
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are g u i l t l e s s of chauvinism i n h i s t o r y t e x t s " . Many othe r s have 
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a t t e s t e d to the world-wide nature of the phenomenon. Neglect of 
China world c e r t a i n l y appear to have been world wide, as a UNESCO 
survey of school c u r r i c u l a i n 53 c o u n t r i e s (1953) showed. Only i n 
four was t h e r e s p e c i f i c a t t e n t i o n to Chinese h i s t o r y - i n Laos, 
T h a i l a n d , Turkey and Vietnam. Ne i t h e r Ceylon, Japan nor the 
P h i l i p p i n e s made s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e to China i n t h e i r s y l l a b u s e s . On 
the other hand, a l l c o u n t r i e s p l a c e d g r e a t importance on the h i s t o r y 
of the n a t i o n . S y l l a b u s e s i n A u s t r i a , F i n l a n d and I r e l a n d aimed 
s p e c i f i c a l l y t o i n c u l c a t e f e e l i n g s of p a t r i o t i s m . The l a t t e r gave 
only " i n c i d e n t a l treatment" even to B r i t a i n . H i s t o r y i n Mexico 
s t a r t e d w i t h "the n a t i o n a l f l a g and i t s h i s t o r y " and continued i n the 
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same v e i n . Indeed, i t i s probable t h a t most h i s t o r i a n s s i n c e the 
Book of Judges have been b i a s e d e i t h e r i n judgement on f o r e i g n 
peoples and c u l t u r e or i n scope of treatment. L e v i - S t r a u s s (1958) saw 
c u l t u r a l r e l a t i v i s m and out-of-hand r e j e c t i o n of "the c u l t u r a l 
i n s i t u t i o n s ... f u r t h e s t removed from those w i t h which we i d e n t i f y 
o u r s e l v e s " , as a u n i v e r s a l human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c . Anything which d i d 
Nor should such c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s be regarded as uniquely western. 
They have been no l e s s p r e v a l e n t i n the E a s t . The medieval 
Chinese had a proverb t h a t they alone had 2 eyes, the 'Franks' 
had one, but a l l o t h e r s were b l i n d . (G.Hudson, Europe and China, 
1931,9). K'ang-hsi b e l i e v e d Westerners could not be compared 
wi t h Chinese, and t h a t a l l western maths was Chinese i n o r i g i n . 
(J.Spence, Emperor of China, 1974,80,74). A 19th century Chinese 
hoped Europeans would "have an opportunity of improving 
themselves by i n t e r c o u r s e w i t h China". (E.Edwards, Dragon book, 
1938,143). Chinese t r a v e l l e r s i n the 19th. century saw England 
as "a remote spot overseas ... mountains o f f the c o a s t of 
Europe", where th e r e was "no time-honoured accumulation of 
abso l u t e v i r t u e and e x c e l l e n t education" and where " d e l i c i o u s 
t h i n g s (were) a b s o l u t e l y l a c k i n g " . (Ssu-yu Teng and J.K. 
Fair b a n k , China's response to the West,1954,139,99,184). (See 
a l s o E.R.Hughes, I n v a s i o n of China, 1958,121-2; J.Major, The 
Contemporary world, 1970,184; H.Acton, Observer,21/3/1982,25). 
R . F . P r i c e , Education i n communist China, 1975,140-41, quoted a 
c u r r e n t Chinese school h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s g i v i n g 45 of i t s 47 
t o p i c s s p e c i f i c a l l y to China. Ethnocentrism has raged a l s o i n 
Japan, where Europeans "were regarded as s t i n k i n g animals, w i t h 
depraved human a p p e t i t e s " . (L.Gardiner, i n L i s t e n e r 14/1/1982, 
I I ) ; and i n Turkey (A.Toynbee, i n History,33,1948,6-7). 
292 
not conform to the standards of the i n d i v i d u a l ' s own s o c i e t y was 
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"denied the name of c u l t u r e " . 
L e v i - S t r a u s s ' s c o n c l u s i o n s , w r i t t e n w i t h China c l o s e l y i n mind, 
were of s p e c i a l import to western man: "Whenever we are i n c l i n e d to 
d e s c r i b e a human c u l t u r e as stagnant we should ask ... whether i t s 
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apparent immobility may not r e s u l t from our ignorance". C e r t a i n l y , 
most s c h o l a r s have seen e t h n o c e n t r i c and n a t i o n a l i s t i c h i s t o r y as 
phenomena r e c u r r i n g w i t h p a r t i c u l a r i n s i s t e n c e and e s p e c i a l l y 
d i s t u r b i n g i m p l i c a t i o n s i n the West. Dance (1954) b e l i e v e d western 
books have "not y e t (approached) the E a s t i n any way except as a 
pendant to western h i s t o r y ; i t seems r a r e l y a p p r e c i a t e d t h a t the E a s t 
has a h i s t o r y i n i t s own r i g h t , almost wholly independent of anything 
t h a t has happened i n the West". Evidence i n support of t h a t a s s e r t i o n 
has been found i n L y a l l ' s survey (1967) and i n Wolf's a n a l y s i s of 42 
a t l a s e s from 22 c o u n t r i e s (1971) which showed t h a t world h i s t o r y was 
"presented predominantly as european h i s t o r y " , and t h a t european 
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h i s t o r y was seen l a r g e l y i n n a t i o n a l terms. 
Important evidence was p u b l i s h e d by Unesco i n 1956 w i t h 
p a r t i c u l a r regard to n e g l e c t and d i s t o r t i o n i n the West of the 
h i s t o r y of China and, indeed, of o t h e r a s i a n c o u n t r i e s . A survey of 
c u r r i c u l u m m a t e r i a l s from 17 c o u n t r i e s showed "many shortcomings ... 
o m issions, i n a c c u r a c i e s , d i s t o r t i o n s , derogatory statements". A s i a n 
c u l t u r e was r a r e l y t r e a t e d as important i n i t s own r i g h t . Few a s i a n 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s were mentioned. L i t t l e use was made of a s i a n 
documentary or l i t e r a r y s o u r c e s . Most s y l l a b u s e s were e u r o - c e n t r i s t , 
and focused on n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y . A s i a was noted only i n r e l a t i o n t o 
western c o n t a c t s . What r e f e r e n c e s were made, p a r t i c u l a r l y t o e a r l i e r 
p e r i o d s , were l a r g e l y i n r e s p e c t of the Near E a s t : " L i t t l e account i s 
g i v e n of more remote a s i a n c i v i l i s a t i o n s ... i n China, South E a s t 
A s i a , I n d i a and Japan ... Any c o n t r i b u t i o n t h a t may have been made 
... to subsequent world or european h i s t o r y ... i s u s u a l l y ignored. 
The more g e o g r a p h i c a l l y remote and the more removed from the sphere 
of n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t , the l e s s such a r e a s appear to be c o n s idered, 
however much they may have i n f l u e n c e d , conditioned or p a r a l l e l e d the 
course of european development ... Accounts of a s i a n c i v i l i s a t i o n s 
b efore the coming of modern western i n f l u e n c e s are fragmentary, a r i d 
and sometimes d e r i s i v e " . Such omissions and imbalance d i d "much to 
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m i s l e a d " the young. 
Many s i m i l a r comments have been t r a c e d . I n more r e c e n t y e a r s the 
a t t a c k was spearheaded by Dance (1970,1971) who q u e r i e d "How many 
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Europeans know t h a t throughout the middle ages and i n t o modern times 
s c i e n c e and technology were more advanced i n China than i n Europe?" 
and demonstrated, by c i t i n g a l l 20 Chinese dates between 1840 and 
1900 l i s t e d i n modern western u n i v e r s a l h i s t o r y c h r onologies t h a t 
i n t e r e s t i n China concentrated almost e x c l u s i v e l y on w a r f a r e , whereas 
of 28 dates i n two modern Chinese chronologies, most r e f e r r e d to 
96 
s o c i a l h i s t o r y and only four to wars. 
The s i t u a t i o n i n i n d i v i d u a l european c o u n t r i e s has not been 
c l o s e l y s t u d i e d by the p r e s e n t w r i t e r , but i n c i d e n t a l evidence 
suggests s t r o n g l y n a t i o n a l or r e g i o n a l emphases, sometimes r a c i a l 
a t t i t u d e s , and corresponding n e g l e c t of broader p e r s p e c t i v e s i n , 
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among o t h e r s , Greece, Holland, I t a l y , Norway and S w i t z e r l a n d . Even 
i n m a r x i s t R u s s i a , s y l l a b u s e s have concentrated on n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y 
and c u l t u r e , an emphasis b a s i c a l l y unchanged s i n c e the 19th. century, 
when Herzen had seen r u s s i a n c i v i l i s a t i o n as "the f i n e s t flower of 
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l i f e today". 
French h i s t o r i c a l education was from the f i r s t s t r o n g l y franco 
and e u r o c e n t r i c . E a r l y s c h o l a r s a l l i n t e r p r e t e d ' u n i v e r s a l ' h i s t o r y 
i n p a r o c h i a l terms. S t . P i e r r e (1737) p e r c e i v e d wisdom's apogee i n 
P a r i s and London. V o l t a i r e (1756) observed, "Nous avons calomnie l e s 
C h i n o i s , uniquement parce que l e u r metaphysique n ' e s t pa l a riotre". 
The Convention (1794) encouraged n a t i o n a l i s t i c textbooks. Mme de 
S t a e l (1801) f e l t C h r i s t i a n i t y i n d i s p e n s a b l e to c i v i l i s a t i o n . Guizot 
(1830) and Chateaubriand ( 1 8 6 2 ) l i k e w i s e saw c i v i l i s a t i o n i n european 
terms. More s p e c i f i c a l l y , the ' s c i e n t i s t ' Comte (1842) b e l i e v e d 
Europeans humanity's e l i t e . Study of i n d i a n or Chinese achievements 
was i r r e l e v a n t . ^ 
Nor was the p a t t e r n broken a f t e r 1900. J u l l i a n (1922) t r a c e d 
back an independent f r e n c h s p i r i t to the stone age. Barzun (1932) saw 
r a c i a l d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s as the mainspring of f r e n c h h i s t o r y . S c o t t 
(1926) showed t h a t h i s t o r y i n France was v i r t u a l l y a l l used f o r 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c purposes, other n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s being t r e a t e d 
through t h e i r wars w i t h France. Unesco (1953) found f r e n c h school 
h i s t o r y e n t i r e l y on France and Europe: treatment of the o r i e n t was 
" i n c i d e n t a l " . C a l d w e l l (1959) noted " l a c k of information on e a s t e r n 
c o u n t r i e s " i n french s y l l a b u s e s . French h i s t o r i a n s (1963) even when 
sponsored by Unesco saw the world i n european terms, and only 
mentioned China i n r e l a t i o n to C h r i s t i a n i t y . L y a l l (1967) found the 
f r e n c h s y l l a b u s l a r g e l y european, w i t h no world h i s t o r y f o r the f i r s t 
t h r e e y e a r s , and China given 3% of the time. Dance (1970) found I s l a m 
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the only non-european c i v i l i s a t i o n mentioned i n the f i r s t four y e a r s 
of the f r e n c h h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m . As l a t e as 1979, s y l l a b u s e s were 
f r a n c o c e n t r i c , suggesting no t r e n d towards world or a s i a n h i s t o r y and 
emphasising l o c a l and n a t i o n a l i s s u e s . C i v i c and p a t r i o t i c t e a c h i n g 
was considered i n d i s p e n s a b l e . H i s t o r y t e a c h i n g aimed to i n s p i r e the 
French to work f o r n a t i o n a l g r e a t n e s s . 1 ^ 0 
From the e a r l i e s t times Germany's h i s t o r i c a l education has 
l i k e w i s e been s t r o n g l y n a t i o n a l i n emphasis. Wimpheling's work (1505) 
was d e l i b e r a t e l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c (Canossa was not mentioned). I t was a 
s e t t e x t i n gentian s c h o o l s i n the 18th.century. I n the 19th.century, 
as F l a i g (1974) has shown, the more u n i v e r s a l i s t understanding of 
such as Hegel and Ranke was overwhelmed by narrower i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 
of ' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y . S y b e l , founder of the H i s t o r i s c h e 
Z e i t s c h r i f t , e s t a b l i s h e d h i s r e p u t a t i o n w i t h a study of german 
k i n g s h i p . His work culminated i n seven volumes on the o r i g i n s of 
Bismarck's Reich. T r e i t s c h k e , second e d i t o r of the H i s t o r i s c h e 
Z e i t s c h r i f t , gave s i x t e e n y e a r s of h i s l i f e to an incompleted h i s t o r y 
of 19th. century Germany, h e l d n a t i o n a l i s t and c h a u v i n i s t views, 
supported the Hohenzollerns, welcomed the p r u s s i a n i z a t i o n of Germany 
and her european hegemony, advocated c o l o n i a l i s m and a n t i - s e m i t i s m 
and saw war as the g r e a t n a t i o n a l p u r i f i e r . U n s u r p r i s i n g l y , 19th. 
century p r u s s i a n s c h o o l s concentrated on the n a t i o n a l s t o r y , w i t h 
s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to the Hohenzollerns, h e a v i l y s t r e s s i n g l o y a l t y and 
n a t i o n a l p a t r i o t i s m . 
The c o n t i n u a t i o n of such emphases i n t o the 1930s has been 
rep e a t e d l y demonstrated. Teachers were urged to " i n s p i r e youth w i t h 
enthusiasm f o r german speech, the german r a c e and german g r e a t n e s s of 
s p i r i t " . S y l l a b u s o u t l i n e s s t i p u l a t e d "the h i s t o r y of o t h e r peoples 
i s to be considered only i n so f a r as through i t german h i s t o r y has 
been d e c i s i v e l y i n f l u e n c e d " . Textbooks d i s p l a y e d "one-sided, narrowly 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c views". S c o t t (1926) concluded: " I t i s german h i s t o r y , 
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ever german h i s t o r y , which i s to be taught". 
By the 1950s, b r a s s y n a t i o n a l i s m had been r e p l a c e d by the 
p a r o c h i a l i s m of the Heimatkunde i n the primary s c h o o l . Secondary 
s y l l a b u s e s s t i l l c o n centrated on german h i s t o r y . "Glimpses of a wider 
world" were "denied to Germans", Bing (1951) lamented. S i m i l a r 
evidence emerged from Unesco (1953). L y a l l (1967) found s y l l a b u s e s 
l a r g e l y c l a s s i c a l and european, no world h i s t o r y f o r the f i r s t four 
y e a r s , and China occupying only 0.1% of the time. Even by the 1970s, 




I t i s c l e a r t h a t even i f the whole problem of n a z i r a c i s t 
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n under the guise of c i t i z e n s h i p - t r a i n i n g v i a h i s t o r y i s 
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discounted, t h e r e has been p e r s i s t e n t n a t i o n a l i s t i c and 
e t h n o c e n t r i c b i a s i n german h i s t o r i c a l education up to modern times. 
I t i s s t a r k l y r e v e a l e d by a n a l y s i s of the H i s t o r i s c h e Z e i t s c h r i f t , 
which, b e s i d e s academic a r t i c l e s , has contained reviews and notes of 
a l l p u b l i c a t i o n s c o n s i d e r e d of s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the f i e l d of 
G e s c h i c h t s w i s s e n s c h a f t . The 63,000 r e f e r e n c e s indexed between 1859 
and 1977 betrayed german h i s t o r i a n s ' overwhelming preoccupation w i t h 
Europe and Germany. Between 1859 and 1943, of 28,000 r e f e r e n c e s , 18 
were t o China (0.065%) whereas between 1888 and 1905 alone, t h e r e 
were 2,300 to Germany and A u s t r i a . (China was not even indexed during 
those y e a r s ) . Even i f only the f i g u r e s s i n c e 1949 a r e taken, t h e i r 
impact i s s t r i k i n g : 53.2% of a l l r e f e r e n c e s (18,725) were to Europe, 
i n c l u d i n g 27.4% (9,638) to Germany. I n the same p e r i o d , 1.74% (612) 
were to A s i a , i n c l u d i n g 0.29% (103) to China. There were 30 times as 
many r e f e r e n c e s to Europe as to A s i a and 182 times as many as to 
China, w i t h 16 times as many to Germany alone as t o A s i a , and 93 
times as many as to China. Moreover, of the 103 items on China, only 
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35 were by Germans. 
I t would be d i f f i c u l t to argue t h a t the p e r s i s t e n c e even to the 
p r e s e n t day of n a t i o n a l and european emphases i n german h i s t o r i c a l 
education can be d i v o r c e d from the h i s t o r i c a l t r a d i t i o n s of the 
' s c i e n t i f i c ' h i s t o r y s c h o o l , founded by Sy b e l , c a r r i e d on by 
T r e i t s c h k e and most triumphantly represented by the H i s t o r i s c h e 
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Z e i t s c h r i f t . As shown e a r l i e r , t h a t school c l o s e l y i n f l u e n c e d the 
founders of the E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Review, whose narrow emphasis on 
e n g l i s h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y has been a prominent f e a t u r e of e n g l i s h 
h i s t o r i c a l education from before the t u r n of the century. 
The country whose a t t i t u d e s to h i s t o r i c a l education a r e most 
rewarding of study, however - not only as a comparative e x e r c i s e , but 
to draw out p o s s i b l e c a u s a t i v e i n f l u e n c e s on b r i t i s h p r a c t i c e - i s 
the USA. A wealth of evidence a t t e s t s t o s t r o n g l y n a t i o n a l and a t 
times e u r o c e n t r i c emphases i n american h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , p l u s a 
p e r s i s t e n t tendency towards e t h n i c s t e r e o t y p i n g , from the 19th. 
century to the p r e s e n t day. Bogardus (1928) complained: "Emphasis 
upon the gr e a t n e s s of the U.S. and her ' g l o r i o u s p a s t ' o f t e n g i v e s 
c h i l d r e n exaggerated impressions ... and an inadequate background 
a g a i n s t which to measure other n a t i o n s " . The same y e a r , Hayes claimed 
c h i l d r e n were "packed w i t h n a t i o n a l i s t poems (and) u l t r a - p a t r i o t i c 
legends" from which they d e r i v e d "an exaggerated n o t i o n of the 
brav e r y and worth of t h e i r own countrymen and an e q u a l l y exaggerated 
notion of the v i c i o u s n e s s and cowardice of f o r e i g n e r s " . School 
h i s t o r y i n c u l c a t e d i n c h i l d r e n "the catchwords and s h i b b o l e t h s of 
n a t i o n a l i s m " . P i e r c e (1930) found emphasis on n a t i o n a l courage, 
endurance and f i g h t i n g q u a l i t i e s . Americans were p o r t r a y e d as 
d i s t i n c t i v e l y s u p e r i o r , occupying "a k i n d of p a r a d i s e " . C o u n t r i e s 
under t h e i r r u l e , such as " p e s t - r i d d e n Cuba", were "indeed 
f o r t u n a t e " . Hunt (1937) concluded: "Most of our teac h i n g has remained 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c " . There was "no ... widespread e f f o r t t o broaden 
i n t e r e s t s , c h a l l e n g e p r e j u d i c e s , o r develop sympathetic i n s i g h t i n t o 
the c u l t u r e and i n s t i t u t i o n s of other l a n d s " . World h i s t o r y courses 
d e a l t " a l l but e x c l u s i v e l y w i t h western c i v i l i s a t i o n " . Even the 
treatment of H i s p a n i c America was b i a s e d , contemptuous, fragmentary 
and "uniformly ungenerous". 1 0^ 
The tendency continued post-war. N i c h o l s (1948) d e p i c t e d U.S. 
h i s t o r i a n s as " h e r a l d s of n a t i o n a l i s m " . Counts (1951) lamented: "We 
know f a r too l i t t l e about ... (other) c o n t i n e n t s ... much t h a t p a s s e s 
f o r knowledge i s r e p l e t e w i t h e r r o r and c o l o r e d by p r e j u d i c e " . 
L y a l l (1967) was sent s y l l a b u s e s g i v i n g 40% of the time to America, 
40% to Europe and about t h r e e per cent to China. As l a t e as the 
1970s, Hanke (1975) was a s s e r t i n g t h a t "ethnocentrism can be found i n 
many p l a c e s " , and t h a t "our problem ... i s to f i n d ways of 
str e n g t h e n i n g a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s p e c t s of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g and 
w r i t i n g i n the U.S". Japanese t e a c h e r s v i s i t i n g the USA were shocked 
to f i n d l i t t l e of t h e i r h i s t o r y i n school-books. Even such as 
S c h l e s i n g e r (1963) who found " s p e c i a l j o y " i n d i s c o v e r i n g "why ... 
we have come to behave l i k e Americans ... (and) h e l d up a lamp to 
Europe ... A s i a and A f r i c a " , and Woodward (1970) who used 'american' 
55 times i n a 16-page a r t i c l e , have betrayed strong n a t i o n a l 
c o n v i c t i o n . The d r i v i n g i n s i s t e n c y of such a t t i t u d e s was exposed by 
Commager (1963) who r e g r e t t e d t h a t t h e r e was "no W.S.Gilbert to 
s a t i r i z e what so many take w i t h p a s s i o n a t e s e r i o u s n e s s ... (a p a s t 
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t h a t i s ) a l l prologue to the R i s i n g Glory of America". 
The consequences of american n a t i o n a l emphasis i n h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g upon both the e x t e n t and q u a l i t y of coverage of A s i a i n 
g e n e r a l and China i n p a r t i c u l a r has been r e p e a t e d l y underscored. 
F a i r b a n k (1969) saw american h i s t o r i a n s as " p a t r i o t i c , g e n e t i c a l l y 
o r i e n t e d and culture-bound", w i t h "an i n h e r i t e d h a b i t of mind ... to 
rec o g n i s e the s p l i t between Western ... h i s t o r y and t h a t segregated, 
p e r i p h e r a l a f t e r t h o u g h t , the h i s t o r y of the 'non-West' ... the 
'non-us' ... the non-minority of mankind". China had played a 
"non-role" as "a m i n o r i t y c i v i l i s a t i o n " , an e x o t i c s i d e - c u r r e n t , a 
" l a r g e l y s e l f - c o n t a i n e d backwater". Others (1972) noted a " w a l l of 
ignorance" s e p a r a t i n g Americans from China, about which they were 
" g r o s s l y misinformed". G e n t z l e r (1968) was unable to purchase a 
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s a t i s f a c t o r y h i s t o r i c a l wall-map of China i n the USA. 
Unl i k e i n B r i t a i n , however, treatment of and a t t i t u d e s t o a s i a n 
c o u n t r i e s have r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e r e s e a r c h a t t e n t i o n i n the USA. 
The f i n d i n g s have been d i s t u r b i n g l y c o n s i s t e n t . Lew (1923) concluded 
from study of american textbooks t h a t "the g e n e r a l s t a t u s of 
knowledge of the american school c h i l d r e n about China ... i s f a r from 
encouraging". Only one textbook gave even one per cent of i t s space 
to China. P i e r c e (1930) confirmed Lew's q u a n t i t a t i v e f i n d i n g s . When 
China was mentioned, the most common t o p i c s r e l a t e d t o China and the 
West. There was no treatment of Chinese h i s t o r y per s e . Her progress 
was a t t r i b u t e d to America's " f r i e n d l y g u i d a n c e " . 1 1 ^ 
Important evidence was presented by Church i n 1939. Among 85 
c u r r e n t schoolbooks, 58 pages (1.6%) were given to China and Japan, 
from which "very l i t t l e would be le a r n e d about the a n c i e n t h i s t o r y or 
c u l t u r a l background". I n 19 'world h i s t o r y ' textbooks, E a s t A s i a 
enjoyed on average 2.7% of the space: i n 21 s o c i a l s t u d i e s t e x t s , 
* 
0.4%. Of 1251 examination q u e s t i o n s i n 98 examination papers, 28 
(2%) touched upon the r e g i o n . Elementary school s y l l a b u s e s emphasised 
the community, c i t i z e n s h i p , american heroes and h o l i d a y s . Other 
peoples were s t u d i e d as examples of p r i m i t i v e l i f e , o f f e r i n g 
" s t r a n g e " comparisons w i t h the USA. References to A s i a i n top c l a s s e s 
l e f t "sketchy i m p r e s s i o n s " . I n high s c h o o l s (only outstanding 
** 
s y l l a b u s e s were studied) the s i t u a t i o n was e q u a l l y unpromising. One 
scho o l s system's i n t e r e s t i n E a s t A s i a extended to 10 l i n e s i n a 
570-page s y l l a b u s , another's to thr e e l i n e s i n 364 pages, a t h i r d to 
2 l i n e s i n 219 pages. Three more gave E a s t A s i a one p e r cent or l e s s , 
w h i l s t one gave two per cent - but only to r e l i g i o n . One 'world 
h i s t o r y ' s y l l a b u s allowed A s i a s i x of 192 pages. Others touched on 
E a s t A s i a only i n r e s p e c t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , US i n t e r e s t s , 
* 
He i n c o r r e c t l y s a i d 88 (p.142). 
** 
Church d i d not break h i s f i n d i n g s down, but I have attempted to 
do so. 
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or i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n . Among 2793 school l e a v e r s , only 309 had 
r e c e i v e d l e s s o n s on E a s t A s i a . F i v e per cent knew China's c a p i t a l . 
O v e r a l l , s c h o o l s were " s c r a t c h i n g the s u r f a c e " , o f f e r i n g l i t t l e more 
than " p i c t u r e s q u e t o u r i s t d e s c r i p t i o n s " , and producing a "shadow of 
ignorance", p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r e s p e c t of China.^ 
F u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t evidence came from Wilson and c o l l a b o r a t o r s 
(1946). Long found seven secondary 'world h i s t o r y ' books g i v i n g only 
316 pages (7%) to A s i a , i n c l u d i n g 136 pages (3%) to China. Four 
elementary school 'world h i s t o r y ' textbooks gave A s i a 174 pages 
(11%) i n c l u d i n g 95 pages (5.8%) on China. A l l saw ' c i v i l i s a t i o n ' 
spreading from the Mediterranean through Europe to the world, w i t h 
the e a s t e r n c o n t r i b u t i o n and the importance of East-West l i n k s 
ignored. One book l i s t e d 60 major world h i s t o r y d a t e s , one from A s i a . 
China's c o n t r i b u t i o n to world c u l t u r e was minimised and p a t r o n i s e d , 
o r i e n t a l i n s t i t u t i o n s ignored and i n c o r r e c t views of Chinese r e l i g i o n 
g i v e n. Nine of the 11 omitted a l l Chinese h i s t o r y between 1900 and 
1931. C h i l d r e n were t o l d t h a t ' o r i e n t a l s ' had " l i t t l e or no 
conception of the a r t of government", t h a t Chinese h i s t o r y comprised 
" l a r g e l y the r i s e and f a l l of d y n a s t i e s " , and t h a t "Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i s not so important f o r us, s i n c e i t d i d not have much 
i n f l u e n c e on our own". I n g e n e r a l , the impression was given t h a t "the 
only f a c t s of importance i n world h i s t o r y ... are those which r e l a t e 
d i r e c t l y to America or Europe". Burckhardt found 11 c i v i c s books 
g i v i n g A s i a an average of 114 l i n e s (0.7%) and 18 'modern problems' 
books g i v i n g an average of 251 l i n e s ( 1 . 3 % ) . Of the former, only one 
mentioned a s i a n f a m i l y or home l i f e and only a few l i n e s i n t o t a l 
were given to s o c i o - c u l t u r a l - e c o n o m i c m a t e r i a l . I m p e r i a l i s m was 
almost t o t a l l y ignored. The few r e f e r e n c e s t o China were f u l l of 
stereotyped misconceptions. Statements such as " O r i e n t a l s and other 
u n d e s i r a b l e s , such as l u n a t i c s , a n a r c h i s t s , c r i p p l e s and persons w i t h 
communicable d i s e a s e s " , were found. Wernent found 46 geography books 
g i v i n g only 8.8% of t e x t , 12.7% of p i c t u r e s , 8.3% of maps and 3.3% of 
s t a t i s t i c s to E a s t or South A s i a . P i c t u r e s had p a t r o n i s i n g c a p t i o n s . 
Overcrowding, undernourishment and l i f e i n boats or mud huts were 
s t r e s s e d . Chinese i n d u s t r y and m i n e r a l r e s o u r c e s were ignored. Not 
one mentioned the c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n . C h i l d r e n were t o l d "China went 
to s l e e p about 2,000 B.C. and made l i t t l e p r o g r e s s during the next 
2,000 y e a r s " . I n a l l books, students were l e d to see the E a s t 
"through western e y e g l a s s e s " , and to adopt "a f e e l i n g of s u p e r i o r i t y 
and a p a t r o n i s i n g , p i t y i n g a t t i t u d e " , without f e e l i n g s of r e s p e c t f o r 
Chinese as of equal worth to Americans. Dixon searched 22 textbooks 
on american h i s t o r y f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of d i v e r s i t y of c u l t u r a l 
i n h e r i t a n c e and concluded: "The flow of a s i a t i c c o n t r i b u t i o n s to 
european c i v i l i s a t i o n and thence to our own i s l a r g e l y n e g l e c t e d . I t 
i s assumed ... t h a t a l l our c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e o r i g i n a t e d i n Europe". 
I t was " d i f f i c u l t ... to avoid the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t China d i d not 
c o n s t i t u t e a n a t i o n " , and t h a t "China does not need to be considered 
s e r i o u s l y " . Wilson summed up, t h a t A s i a ' s s t o r y was "too o f t e n 
presented as the w e s t e r n i z a t i o n of A s i a " , s t r e s s i n g "backwardness i n 
every a s p e c t " and the " i n s i d i o u s theme" of white man's burden. 
References were "so s l i g h t and so s c a t t e r e d t h a t p u p i l s a re not 
l i k e l y to assemble them i n any coherent p a t t e r n " . S t e r e o t y p i n g was 
common, w i t h " u n j u s t l y emotion-laden" a d j e c t i v e s . The evidence was 
"overwhelming" t h a t not only were the textbooks " g l a r i n g l y d e f i c i e n t 
i n t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n of a s i a n t o p i c s " , but more, they presented A s i a 
to Americans as of i n t e r e s t i n world a f f a i r s only i n terms of western 
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expansionism. 
I n 1958, I s a a c s i n t e r v i e w e d 181 American ' l e a d e r s h i p t y p e s ' , who 
* 
could be seen as important d i s s e m i n a t o r s of i d e a s and i n f o r m a t i o n . 
When asked what f i r s t sprang to mind when t h i n k i n g of A s i a , the 
response was o f t e n "blankness". When f u r t h e r p r e s s e d as to China i n 
p a r t i c u l a r , images r a r e l y went beyond conventional s t e r e o t y p e s . One 
confessed h i m s e l f "haunted by knowledge of my ignorance". Of the 
sample, 48 had no i n t e r e s t i n A s i a u n t i l the sino-japanese war. 41 
had n o t i c e d no important events i n A s i a u n t i l P e a r l Harbour. Four had 
never thought any a s i a n events of importance. I s a a c s concluded: 
"Vagueness about A s i a has been u n t i l now the n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n even 
of the educated American ... (They have) continued ... to view the 
r e s t of the world as though a l l of i t l a y a c r o s s ... the A t l a n t i c ... 
have seen A s i a only dimly, as ' f a r ' and ' e a s t ' ... How t r u l y dim and 
undefined the f a r t h e r ' e a s t ' r e a l l y i s ... A g r e a t many of our 
p a n e l i s t s share(d) ... an exaggerated c o n d i t i o n of ignorance about 
113** 
A s i a " . 
More r e c e n t l y , W i t t e r (1977) d i r e c t e d a survey of 306 popular 
s o c i a l s t u d i e s textbooks i n America. The f i n d i n g s , w h i l s t not 
132 h e l d h i g h e r degrees. 
The g e n e r a l l e v e l of ignorance about China was matched by t h a t 
concerning I n d i a . 
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s p e c i f i c a l l y d i r e c t e d towards Chinese s t u d i e s , a f f o r d c l e a r evidence 
of american a t t i t u d e s to A s i a as a whole. Forty-two books purported 
t o cover world h i s t o r y : the average space given to A s i a was 15.6%. 
Books " f r e q u e n t l y misrepresented" A s i a , n e g l e c t i n g her c u l t u r a l 
v a l u e s and c o n t i n u i t i e s through a p p l i c a t i o n of the 'progress 
c r i t e r i o n 1 . S o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s were o b s t a c l e s to modernisation. 
S e v e n t y - s i x per cent were b a s i c a l l y western-centred. The r o l e of 
Europeans and Americans i n a s i a n development was emphasised. 
'Modernisation' and 'Westernisation' were used as synonyms. A s i a n s 
were given approbation i n terms of s i m i l a r i t y to Americans, whose 
standards were assumed as g o a l s to be met. Lacking such standards, 
A s i a was "a p l a c e of u n r e l i e v e d misery". Moreover, v i r t u a l l y no 
e f f o r t was made to balance the grim m a t e r i a l p i c t u r e w i t h examination 
of c u l t u r a l achievement. P a r t i c u l a r l y i n the case of h i s t o r y , books 
"devote(d) a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e amount of space to the time during and 
a f t e r an a s i a n n a t i o n ' s c o n t a c t w i t h the West, s l i g h t i n g the 
thousands of y e a r s t h a t may have preceded i t " . Seeing t r a d i t i o n as a 
hindrance to p r o g r e s s , they were " l a c k i n g i n s e l e c t i o n s of 
l i t e r a t u r e , r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of the f i n e a r t s , and other such primary 
sources as h i s t o r i c a l and p o l i t i c a l documents, a u t h e n t i c case s t u d i e s 
and photographs of people". A s i a n c u l t u r e was represented as strange, 
unimportant and o b s t r u c t i n g 'progress'. L i t e r a r y content was most 
o f t e n w e s t e r n e r s ' views of A s i a . Myths and f o l k - t a l e s were presented 
condescendingly. Language was p a t r o n i s i n g , " v a l u e - l a d e n , 
clich§-ridden, and e u r o p o c e n t r i c " . Of 75 i n d i v i d u a l c a s e - s t u d i e s , 
only e i g h t were t r u e to a s i a n l i f e : the remainder were 
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" e t h n o c e n t r i c a l l y presented". 
Lack of i n t e r e s t i n the USA i n teac h i n g about A s i a has been 
f u r t h e r suggested by a s e a r c h through the 'Dialog' information 
r e t r i e v a l s e r v i c e of the Lockheed M i s s i l e s and Space computer. 
F i f t y - e i g h t s e l e c t e d d e s c r i p t o r s were s u p p l i e d , ranging from 'China' 
to 'secondary school' ' h i s t o r y i n s t r u c t i o n ' and 'curriculum 
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r e s e a r c h ' . The computer l o c a t e d 346,212 p r i n t e d items. When, 
however, the d e s c r i p t o r s were used i n 1,344 s p e c i f i c combinations, 
h a r n e s s i n g such as 'Chinese h i s t o r y ' ' a s i a n h i s t o r y ' 'Chinese 
c u l t u r e ' and 'a s i a n c u l t u r e ' , to d e s c r i p t o r s i n v o l v i n g q u e s t i o n s of 
primary or secondary s c h o o l s , h i g h e r education, h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , 
a t t i t u d e s , c u r r i c u l u m r e s e a r c h , c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e , and r e s o u r c e s , 
only 59 r e f e r e n c e s emerged, of which 21 r e l a t e d to Chinese Americans. 
Only f i v e gave a t t e n t i o n to China i n c u r r i c u l u m development. Only 14 
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were c u r r i c u l u m m a t e r i a l s i n c l u d i n g treatment of China. 
Perhaps the most t e l l i n g evidence comes from q u a n t i t a t i v e 
content a n a l y s i s of the American H i s t o r i c a l Review, 1895-1979. Of 
1930 a r t i c l e s , 549 (28.54%) were on Europe, i n c l u d i n g R u s s i a and the 
Near E a s t , 219 on B r i t a i n (11.35%) and 789 on the USA (40.88%). There 
were 47 on H i s p a n i c America (2.43%) four on A f r i c a (0.21%) two on 
'world 1 h i s t o r y (0.10%) and 41 on E a s t and South A s i a . Of those, 16 
** 
were on China ( 0 . 8 3 % ) . Nor was there strong development towards 
i n t e r e s t i n world h i s t o r y or s p e c i f i c area such as E a s t A s i a , as i s 
shown by breakdown of the f i g u r e s i n t o the p e r i o d s 1895-1945 and 
1946-1979. The r e s p e c t i v e percentages given to Europe were 25.26 and 
34.32; to B r i t a i n 11.43 and 11.19; to the USA 44.28 and 34.61; 
to H i s p a n i c America 2.32 and 2.65; to A f r i c a 0 and 0.59; to 'world' 
D e s c r i p t o r s s u p p l i e d were: 1, China; 2, Chinese h i s t o r y ; 3, 
Chinese c u l t u r e ; 4, A s i a n c u l t u r e ; 5, A s i a n s t u d i e s ; 6, A s i a n 
h i s t o r y ; 7, Chinese Americans; 8, A s i a n Americans; 9, Nonwestern 
c i v i l i s a t i o n ; 11, Primary education; 12, Elementary education; 
13, Elementary school student; 14, Elementary school; 15, 
Primary school;17, S e n i o r high school student; 18, J u n i o r high 
school student; 19, Secondary (with) School student; 
20, Secondary (with) School; 21, Secondary (with) Education; 
22, High school; 23, J u n i o r High school; 25, Graduate 
(with) S t u d i e s ; 26, Masters program; 27, U n i v e r s i t y ; 28, C o l l e g e 
c u r r i c u l u m ; 29, Teacher education c u r r i c u l u m ; 31, H i s t o r y 
i n s t r u c t i o n ; 32, H i s t o r y textbook; 33 H i s t o r y (with) Teach; 
35, E t h n i c b i a s ; 36, E t h n i c i t y ; 37, R a c i a l b i a s ; 38, E t h n i c 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ; 39, E t h n i c stereotype; 40, Nationalism; 
41, E t h n i c group; 42, C u l t u r a l images; 43 F o r e i g n c u l t u r e s ; 
44, E t h n o c u l t u r i s m ; 46, C h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s ; 47, C h i l d r e n ' s 
l i t e r a t u r e ; 48, C h i l d r e n ' s h i s t o r y ; 49, C h i l d r e n ' s t e l e v i s i o n ; 
51, E d u c a t i o n a l r e s e a r c h ; 52, E d u c a t i o n a l psychology; 
53, Curriculum e v a l u a t i o n ; 54, Curriculum r e s e a r c h ; 
55, E d u c a t i o n a l g o a l s ; 56, Experimental c u r r i c u l u m ; 
57, E d u c a t i o n a l i n n o v a t i o n ; 59, Concept development; 
60, C o g n i t i v e development; 61, S o c i a l s c i e n c e r e s e a r c h ; 
62, Teaching method; 64, Primary (with) Source; 65, Resource; 
66, A u d i o v i s u a l a i d ; 67, L e a r n i n g Resource Center. 
The e i g h t combinations were: 
A. 1-7+11-15+31-3. B. 1-7+17-22+31-3. 
C. 1-7+25-9+31-3. D. 1-7+35-40+31-3. 
E. 1-7+35-40+46-9. F. 1-7+31-3+51-6. 
G. 1-7+31-3+35-40+59-62. 
H. 1-7+31-3+64-7. 
Note: Numbering of d e s c r i p t o r s i s not s e q u e n t i a l , but i s f o r 
r e f e r e n c e . 
The remaining 211 (10.93%) covered h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . 
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h i s t o r y 0 and 0.29; and to the F a r E a s t 0.96 and 4.27. In c l u d e d i n 
the l a t t e r a r e items on China which s e p a r a t e l y comprised 0.4 and * 
1.62% r e s p e c t i v e l y . O v e r a l l , though a d e c l i n e of coverage of US 
h i s t o r y can be seen, and an i n c r e a s e i n Chinese h i s t o r y a r t i c l e s , the 
a c t u a l number of the l a t t e r has been so s m a l l as to make the 
s t a t i s t i c a l i n c r e a s e i n s i g n i f i c a n t . Treatment of the non-european 
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world has been p a l t r y indeed. 
I t may be i n f e r r e d from p r e v i o u s pages t h a t c l o s e l y connected 
w i t h the whole problem of n a t i o n a l emphasis and n e g l e c t of other 
major c u l t u r a l c e n t r e s i n US education has been r a c i a l , e t h n i c and 
n a t i o n a l s t e r e o t y p i n g , d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t any non-WASP peoples, whether 
i n s i d e or o u t s i d e the USA, but e s p e c i a l l y those of non-european 
c h a r a c t e r . The l i t e r a t u r e on the s u b j e c t i s too e x t e n s i v e to be 
examined here i n any d e t a i l , but the long-standing importance of the 
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problem has been underscored by many s c h o l a r s . S p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h 
regard to s t e r e o t y p i n g of Chinese, however, c l o s e r examination of 
r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s i s co n s i d e r e d r e l e v a n t . Respondents to Bogardus' 
s o c i a l d i s t a n c e s c a l e (1928) r a t e d Chinese j o i n t lowest when asked i f 
they would accept c l o s e k i n s h i p v i a marriage. The bottom e i g h t 
peoples were a l l a s i a t i c or negroid, the top 22 a l l european. But 
when asked i f they would p r e f e r t o t a l e x c l u s i o n , 22.4% voted f o r 
exc l u d i n g Chinese, the second h i g h e s t a f t e r Turks. No respondent 
favoured e x c l u d i n g the E n g l i s h . Such a n t i p a t h y to non-Europeans arose 
from propaganda, Bogardus concluded. Americans h e l d " r e p u l s i v e 
s t e r e o t y p e s " of Jews; saw Mexicans as "unsavoury", and w i t h 
" d i s g u s t " ; and f e l t repugnance and " f e a r images" a g a i n s t negroes. For 
I f items indexed i n the e a r l i e r p e r i o d under b r i t i s h , european 
or US h i s t o r y , but w i t h content on A s i a or China were i n c l u d e d , 
r e l e v a n t percentages would i n c r e a s e to 1.92 and 0.8%. 
A s i m i l a r i mpression has been gained from s c r u t i n y of the U.S. 
j o u r n a l The H i s t o r i a n . Between 1948 and 1978, of 577 a r t i c l e s , 
only 19 (3.29%) were on E a s t A s i a . Of those, 11 (1.91%) were on 
China. E i g h t came a f t e r 1970. None were p u b l i s h e d 1957-68. 
(HISTORIAN, vols.11-40, 1948-78). L i k e w i s e the Canadian J o u r n a l 
of H i s t o r y , d e s p i t e c l a i m s to p u b l i s h m a t e r i a l " i n a l l f i e l d s of 
h i s t o r y other than Canadian" ( V o l . l . , i ) p r i n t e d no a r t i c l e s i n 
the f i r s t 14 volumes on China, Japan or world h i s t o r y , save f o r 
one a r t i c l e on the League of Nations Union, and showed l i t t l e 
r e c o g n i t i o n of A s i a save f o r the odd a r t i c l e on I n d i a and 
o c c a s i o n a l r e v i e w s . (CANADIAN J . OF HISTORY, Vols.1-14,1966-80). 
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Chinese, Americans had formulated " r e p u l s i v e p i c t u r e s " , o f 
"unpleasant" y e l l o w s k i n , " s l y " s l a n t e d eyes and " f r i g h t f u l l y 
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j a b b e r i n g " speech. S i g n i f i c a n t l y r e l a t e d f i n d i n g s came from 
P i e r c e (1930) who found e x p l i c i t p r e j u d i c e i n the 10 most common 
h i s t o r y textbooks i n the USA a g a i n s t Spain, England, Germany, Mexico, 
South America, R u s s i a , American Negroes and Red I n d i a n s . P r e j u d i c e 
a g a i n s t Chinese was n o t i c e a b l y s t r o n g , however. They were p o r t r a y e d 
as " g e n e r a l l y as u n d e s i r a b l e element ... accustomed to s t a r v a t i o n 
wages and i n d i f f e r e n t to the standards of l i v i n g " . Books tended to 
j u s t i f y e x c l u s i o n of Chinese, p o r t r a y i n g them as "shrewd o r i e n t a l s " , 
c o n s p i r i n g to e f f e c t i l l e g a l immigration. S i m i l a r s t e r e o t y p e s were 
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uncovered by Church (1939). 
So the s t e r e o t y p e was brought i n t o post-war decades, i n g r a i n e d 
i n american minds. Hersey (1956) admitted t h a t he had i n h i s youth 
"considered a l l Chinese l i a r s " , and, "bred to western s u p e r i o r i t y ... 
thought of China as the home of the backward Chink, the Heathen 
Chinee ... the p e r i l o u s y e l l o w man, a c r e a t u r e so low t h a t the gates 
of the sweet land of l i b e r t y had clanked shut i n h i s f a c e " . As l a t e 
as 1972, american u n i v e r s i t y s p e c i a l i s t s i n Chinese s t u d i e s confessed 
to holding i n t h e i r minds "deeply i n g r a i n e d , many of the 
s t e r e o t y p e s " . But the r i c h e s t thought was provoked by I s a a c s (1958). 
V i r t u a l l y a l l h i s respondents had gone to school before 1939. The 
s c r a t c h e s on t h e i r minds about A s i a had a common q u a l i t y , 
"remoteness ... the e x o t i c , the b i z a r r e , the strange and u n f a m i l i a r " . 
A f t e r i n i t i a l b l a n k n e s s , impressions such as " a l l the mystery, a l l 
the p i c t u r e s q u e elements", " e x o t i c adventure", "a plague of 
people ... hordes", "a b a r e f o o t , hungry, s t a r v i n g mass", and "heathen 
... d i f f i c u l t to understand", emerged. Moreover, a powerful s e t of 
negative s t e r e o t y p e s was d e t e c t e d , not only p e j o r a t i v e a d j e c t i v e s 
such as c r a f t y , s l i c k , cunning, scheming, unscrupulous and devious, 
but a l s o images of f e a r : " C r u e l t y , barbarism, inhumanity ... a 
f a c e l e s s , impenetrable, overwhelming mass, i r r e s i s t i b l e i f once 
loosed . .. the devious heathen ... k i l l e r s of g i r l i n f a n t s 
t o r t u r e r s of 1,000 c u t s ... headsmen ... Boxer R e b e l l i o n ... Yellow 
P e r i l ... n e r v e l e s s i n d i f f e r e n c e to p a i n , death or to human d i s a s t e r 
... l u r i d , strange and f e a r f u l images ... Concepts of both a sense of 
almost t i m e l e s s s t a b i l i t y and almost u n l i m i t e d chaos". R e s u l t i n g from 
those s t e r e o t y p e s , american emotions about the Chinese had "ranged 
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between ... love and a f e a r c l o s e to hate". 
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Such was the background to W i t t e r ' s f i n d i n g s (1977) t h a t not 
only were american schoolbooks shot through w i t h c u l t u r a l r e l a t i v i s m 
and assumptions of western s u p e r i o r i t y c e n t r i n g upon ' p r o g r e s s 1 , but 
t h a t underpinning those a t t i t u d e s were profoundly negative 
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s t e r e o t y p e s of A s i a n s , " l i f e l e s s and one-dimensional". 
The h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s of such s t e r e o t y p i n g are i n s e p a r a b l e from 
socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l events i n 19th. century America, 
r e i n f o r c e d by the v e r b a l p o r t r a i t s of U.S. m i s s i o n a r i e s and, l a t e r , 
m i l i t a r y f i g u r e s who had been to China. 
At f i r s t , Americans took a benevolent i n t e r e s t , and admiration 
f o r China became f a s h i o n a b l e i n 18th. century America as w e l l as i n 
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Europe. Sino-american t r a d e began i n 1784. The f i r s t p o l i t i c a l 
t r e a t y was made i n 1844. American m i s s i o n s to China b u i l t up from the 
1830s. By the 1940s, 13,000 Americans l i v e d i n China and 107 U.S. 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s , e x c l u d i n g b u s i n e s s companies, were i n v o l v e d t h e r e . I n 
1949, Chiang Kai-s h e k ' s government i n e x i l e i n c l u d e d 140 graduates 
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from two american u n i v e r s i t i e s alone. 
Growing economic, p o l i t i c a l and p r o s e l y t i s i n g i n t e r e s t was, 
however, p a r a l l e l e d by d i s t u r b i n g a n t i - C h i n e s e r a c i a l sentiment and 
crude and v i c i o u s s t e r e o t y p i n g l e a d i n g to a t i d e of a n t i - C h i n e s e 
l e g i s l a t i o n . 
Chinese immigration began a f t e r d i s c o v e r y of c a l i f o r n i a n gold i n 
1849, but immigrants q u i c k l y spread i n t o other i n d u s t r i e s . By 1866, 
h a l f of c i g a r - f a c t o r y owners were Chinese, and Chinese workers 
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outnumbered whites ten to one. I n 1852, C a l i f o r n i a h e l d 25,000 
Chinese. I n i t i a l l y , t h e r e was l i t t l e i l l - f e e l i n g and s t e r e o t y p i n g , as 
S c h r i e k e ' s study (1936) of e a r l y newspapers showed. There a l r e a d y 
e x i s t e d , however, " r e p u l s i v e s t e r e o t y p e s " of d a r k e r - s k i n n e d people, 
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r e s u l t i n g from extermination d r i v e s a g a i n s t I n d i a n s , and the 
p h y s i c a l resemblance between some Chinese and I n d i a n s may have 
engendered e a r l y h o s t i l i t y , which became rampant w i t h economic and 
p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s , and consequent p o l i t i c a l opportunism, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i n c e t h a t c r i s i s c o i n c i d e d w i t h an immigration f l o o d f o l l o w i n g the 
T a i p i n g r e b e l l i o n . Anti-Chinese a g i t a t i o n s t a r t e d i n the c i g a r 
i n d u s t r y i n 1859 and spread to boots and shoes i n 1867. I n 1869, 
9,000 Chinese were r e l e a s e d from r a i l w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t o an a l r e a d y 
flooded labour market. B i t t e r resentment and r a c e r i o t s ensued, the 
problem i n t e n s i f i e d by w e l l - p u b l i c i s e d knowledge t h a t h a l f of a l l 
San F r a n c i s c o ' s f a c t o r y workers were Chinese, 80% of a l l C a l i f o r n i a ' s 
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woollen workers, and 90% even of a l l her a g r i c u l t u r a l labour. An 305 
A n t i - C o o l i e A s s o c i a t i o n sprang up. I n the 1867 e l e c t i o n s both main 
p a r t i e s a t t a c k e d the Chinese, and the tone of p r e s s d e s c r i p t i o n s 
changed. Chinese were p o r t r a y e d as pimps, gamblers and 
opium-smugglers t h r e a t e n i n g american l i f e - c l a n n i s h , dangerous, 
c r i m i n a l , s e c r e t i v e , debased, s e r v i l e , d e c e i t f u l , v i c i o u s , f i l t h y , 
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loathsome and lower even than I n d i a n s . Worsening i n d u s t r i a l 
d e p r e s s i o n and f i n a n c i a l c r a s h i n the 1870s aggravated antagonisms. 
"Crowds of desperate men unleashed t h e i r pent-up wrath on the 
d e s p i s e d hordes of Chinese ... 'The Chinese must go!' became the 
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r a l l y i n g slogan f o r the masses". Unsuppressed mob r i o t s a g a i n s t 
'Chink' or 'John Chinaman' followed, w i t h stonings and l y n c h i n g s , 
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p l u s a f r e n z i e d p o l i t i c a l campaign. I n 1879, 99% of C a l i f o r n i a n s 
voted to exclude the Chinese. I n 1882, immigration was suspended. 
R e i n f o r c e d i n 1888 and 1892, t h a t was made i n d e f i n i t e i n 1902 and 
1904. 
Overt h o s t i l i t y , p e r s e c u t i o n and e x c l u s i v i s t l e g i s l a t i o n caused 
the numbers of Chinese i n the USA to f a l l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , f e a r f u l 
s t e r e o t y p e s r e f l e c t i n g "powerful p r e j u d i c e , contempt and v i o l e n t 
r e j e c t i o n " continued to bubble up. E a s t A s i a n s were excluded from 
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white s o c i e t y no l e s s d r a s t i c a l l y than negroes. Lew (1923) 
reported the i n d i f f e r e n c e met by those who t r i e d to r a i s e funds f o r 
d i s a s t e r - v i c t i m s i n China. Bogardus (1928) r e c e i v e d complaints from 
Chinese Americans of " t h o u g h t l e s s n e s s , arrogance, p r e j u d i c e , 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n " , and " i n s u l t i n g ... u n f a i r ... t e r r i b l e " treatment 
and noted t h a t any h o s t i l e p u b l i c speeches enjoyed " v i o l e n t , almost 
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'hatred applause'". Even as l a t e as 1924, a popular e d u c a t i o n a l 
t e x t p o r t r a y e d A s i a n s as menacing american s o c i e t y u n l e s s they could 
come to terms w i t h " p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , economic, s a n i t a r y and other 
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matters i n the approved american way". 
The r e a c t i o n of Chinese and Japanese to d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , v i o l e n c e 
and e x c l u s i o n was, f i r s t , to t u r n i n on themselves, keeping a low 
p r o f i l e and a f f e c t i n g an i m p a s s i v e l y empty countenance, thus seeming 
c o l d , e x p r e s s i o n l e s s and s t r a n g e . Secondly, they r e t r e a t e d i n t o 
ghettoes, around t r a d e s wherein they enjoyed a monopoly. 'Chinatowns' 
became i n c r e a s i n g l y overcrowded, more and more suspected by white 
Americans as "dark p l a c e s of mystery, s i n and crime", occupied by 
people who were not only s e c r e t i v e , cunning, incomprehensible, 
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g r o s s l y i n f e r i o r and u n a s s i m i l a b l e , but a l s o c u l t u r a l l y w o r t h l e s s . 
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Thus, "a whole s e t of f i g u r e s , s t e r e o t y p e s and n o t i o n s " , u n r e l a t e d 
to the r e a l i t y of the Chinese h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n , 306 
Chinese p h i l o s o p h i c a l and e t h i c a l p o s i t i o n s , i d e a s as to f a m i l y l i f e 
and honour, or a t t i t u d e s to a s p e c t s of l i f e such as education, 
hygiene and humour, and a n t i p a t h e t i c to the chances of t h e i r 
i n c l u s i o n i n e d u c a t i o n a l programmes f o r the young, was e s t a b l i s h e d 
and r e i n f o r c e d i n the p e r c e p t i o n of t h r e e generations of Americans. 
Those economically and p o l i t i c a l l y motivated s t e r e o t y p e s were 
f u e l l e d from two h i g h l y d i s s i m i l a r s o u r c e s . I n the 19th. century, 
t h e i r i n s p i r a t i o n was l i t e r a r y , i n p a r t i c u l a r the w r i t i n g s of two 
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american o b s e r v e r s , W i l l i a m s and Smith. Wells W i l l i a m s (1847) 
having complained about a n t i - C h i n e s e s t e r e o t y p e s , then e l a b o r a t e d 
upon t h e i r " f a l l e n and depraved nature ... wickedness ... f a l s i t y ... 
base i n g r a t i t u t e ... mendacity ... t h i e v i n g ... i l l e g a l e x a c t i o n ... 
l i c e n t i o u s n e s s ... ignorance of pure i n t e l l e c t u a l p l e a s u r e s ... want 
of v i r t u o u s female s o c i e t y ... a v a r i c e ... rudeness, b r u t a l i t y and 
c o a r s e n e s s ... most f e a r f u l i m m o r a l i t i e s ... h o r r o r s of paganism". 
The Chinese were " v i l e and p o l l u t e d i n a shocking degree, t h e i r 
c o n v e r s a t i o n f u l l of f i l t h y e x p r e s s i o n s and t h e i r l i v e s of impure 
a c t s ... b r o t h e l s and t h e i r inmates occur everywhere ... by p i c t u r e s , 
song and a p h r o d i s i a c s , they e x c i t e t h e i r s e n s u a l i t y ... they love to 
wallow i n the f i l t h " . T h e i r " d i s r e g a r d of t r u t h " had done "more to 
lower t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i n the eyes of Christendom than any other 
f a u l t " . China d i s p l a y e d "the d r e a d f u l prevalence of a l l the v i c e s ... 
the alarming extent of the use of opium ... the u n i v e r s a l p r a c t i c e of 
l y i n g and d i s h o n e s t d e a l i n g s ; the unblushing lewdness of o l d and 
young; harsh c r u e l t y ... tyranny ... a f u l l unchecked t o r r e n t of 
human d e p r a v i t y ... a k i n d and degree of moral degradation of which 
an e x c e s s i v e statement can s c a r c e l y be made, or an adequate 
136 
conception h a r d l y be formed". 
That c a r i c a t u r e , which fed ammunition to those newspapermen and 
demagogues seeking to c a p i t a l i s e upon the economic c r i s e s which arose 
l a t e r , was r e i n v i g o r a t e d by Smith (1894). Americans read t h a t " t h e i r 
i n s t i n c t s and ours are by no means the same ... they are of opposite 
p o l e s " ; t h a t Chinese had "nerves of a very d i f f e r e n t s o r t from those 
w i t h which we are f a m i l i a r " ; t h a t "the q u e s t i o n i s o f t e n r a i s e d 
whether the Chinese have any p a t r i o t i s m " ; t h a t Chinese were 
" i n d i f f e r e n t to crowding and n o i s e " ; t h a t they d i s p l a y e d "a 
d e f i c i e n c y of sympathy ... an i n d i f f e r e n c e to the s u f f e r i n g of o t h e r s 
... not to be matched i n any other c i v i l i s e d country"; t h a t t h e i r 
supposed p o l i t e n e s s was "formal and hollow"; and t h a t "what the 
Chinese l a c k i s ... C h a r a c t e r and Conscience". "How many Chinese have 
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137 you ever known", Smith asked, "Whom you would i m p l i c i t l y t r u s t ? " 
I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t any p a t r i o t i c , p r o g r e s s i v e and 
r i g h t - t h i n k i n g American reading Smith's declamations t h a t "what China 
needs i s r i g h t e o u s n e s s ... i t w i l l be met permanently, completely, 
only by C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i s a t i o n ... the f a c e of every western land i s 
towards the dawning morning of the f u t u r e , w h i l e the f a c e of China i s 
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always and everywhere towards the darkness of the remote p a s t " , 
could have s e n s i b l y advocated the exposure of youth to the dark p a s t 
of such people, or t o l e r a t e d i t s i n c l u s i o n i n the c u r r i c u l u m of any 
school w i t h which he was connected. 
Probably even more i n f l u e n t i a l than such s e m i - s p e c i a l i s t books, 
however, have been the popular media, whose u n c o n s t r u c t i v e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n to education f o r world-mindedness was a t t a c k e d by W i l i e r 
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and Haight (1980). The i n f l u e n c e of U.S. newspapers and magazines 
i n f o r m u l a t i o n of h o s t i l e s t e r e o t y p e s of Chinese and other 
non-european peoples or american m i n o r i t i e s was shown by such as 
B e r e l s o n and S a l t e r ' s (1946) a n a l y s i s of 198 s h o r t s t o r i e s from e i g h t 
popular magazines, and Houts and Bahr's (1972) study of 8446 Saturday 
Evening Post cartoons from the 1920s and 1960s. Thus i t i s s a f e to 
assume t h a t a good proportion of the 3833 p e r i o d i c a l items on China 
p u b l i s h e d i n the USA between the wars helped r e i n f o r c e o v e r t 
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s t e r e o t y p e s . However, the cumulative i n f l u e n c e of Hollywood, 
a t t a c k e d f o r i t s a g g r e s s i v e r a c i a l and e t h n i c s t e r e o t y p i n g as e a r l y 
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as 1922, has probably surpassed t h a t of p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l . 
The i n f l u e n c e f i l m s could e x e r t towards r e s p e c t f o r other 
peoples' h i s t o r y and i n s t i t u t i o n s was e a r l y e nshrined i n the 
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i n d u s t r y ' s own code. Nonetheless, t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was 
d r a m a t i c a l l y f l o u t e d from the s t a r t i n r e s p e c t of China, as Jones 
(1955) has shown from a n a l y s i s of 325 r e l e v a n t f i l m s made between 
1896 and 1955. She concluded t h a t "images s e l e c t e d ... were 
i n f l u e n c e d by the f a n t a s y conception of China a l r e a d y w e l l 
143 
e s t a b l i s h e d " . 
Four a n t i - C h i n e s e f i l m s came out between 1916 and 1920, w i t h 
t i t l e s such as The Yellow Menace (1916). Between the wars, e v o c a t i v e 
t i t l e s such as Outside the Law, or Shadows, used Chinese a r e a s of 
c i t i e s as s e t t i n g s f o r i n t r i g u e and suspense: "No e v i l was too 
d e v i l i s h to be a t t r i b u t e d to the Chinese v i l l a i n s who s t a l k e d t h e i r 
v i c t i m s i n dark a l l e y s ... l o l l e d w i t h t h e i r opium p i p e s , smuggled 
drugs, s l a v e s , p r o s t i t u t e s ... or hacked away a t each other i n the 
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Tong war". Others p o r t r a y e d warlords as e q u i v a l e n t to Chicago 
308 
gangsters, s t r e s s e d the consequences of miscegenation, o r dramatised 
the t h r e a t of yel l o w men to white women, cowering beneath " c u t l a s s e s 
wielded by venomous Chinks". Crooked S t r e e t s (1920) f o r i n s t a n c e , 
showed an american g i r l abducted i n t o an opium den by a treacherous 
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rickshawsman but rescued by O'Dare, an Irishman. 
Moreover, the Chinese i n such f i l m s tended to correspond with 
c e r t a i n s t e r e o t y p e s - the Chinese b a n d i t , fancying white women but 
meeting h i s match a t Caucasian hands; the Chinese war-lord, c o l d , 
inhuman and v a i n ; and thr e e o b j e c t s of r i d i c u l e , the Chinese 
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houseboy, cook and laundryman. Most s p e c t a c u l a r was the e v i l 
mandarin, apparently i n d e s t r u c t i b l e , u s i n g knowledge of drugs and the 
o c c u l t to des t r o y h i s h e l p l e s s v i c t i m s , d e v i s i n g e x q u i s i t e t o r t u r e s 
* 
to prolong t h e i r agonies. The epitome of t h a t genre was 
Dr. Fu Manchu, master of h o r r i f i c t o r t u r e , hypnotic i n s p i r a t i o n of 
Chinese murderers and crooks, "menace i n every t w i t c h of h i s f i n g e r , 
t h r e a t i n every t w i t c h of h i s eyebrow, t e r r o r i n each s p l i t - s e c o n d of 
147 ** h i s s l a n t e d eyes", who, i n f i v e f i l m s between 1929 and 1940, 
laden w i t h s t e r e o t y p e d c l i c h e s - the s i n i s t e r shadow of hands w i t h 
t e r r i f y i n g l y p ointed f i n g e r n a i l s , k n i v e s between the r i b s through 
dark trembling c u r t a i n s , s e c r e t p a nels g l i d i n g a p a r t before m e r c i l e s s 
almond-eyes - not only pursued a h a p l e s s b r i t i s h f a m i l y but a l s o 
p l o t t e d the t o t a l domination of whites by o r i e n t a l s . I t was a l s o 
r e p r e s e n t e d by the v i l l a i n of the F l a s h Gordon s e r i e s , Ming the 
M e r c i l e s s , r e p r e s e n t i n g a Chinese both i n d r e s s and f a c i a l l y , and 
t h r e a t e n i n g not only world, but u n i v e r s a l domination. 
And of e n g l i s h o r i g i n (Sax Rohmer). 
The Mysterious Dr. Fu Manchu (1929); The Return of Dr. Fu Manchu 
(1930); Daughter of the Dragon (1931) The Mask of 
Fu Manchu (1932) and Drums of Fu Manchu (1940) . The l a t t e r was 
s e r i a l i s e d as Fu Manchu s t r i k e s , The Monster, Ransom i n the Sky, 
The Pendulum of Doom, The House of T e r r o r , Death D i a l s a Number, 
Vengeance of S i Fan, Danger T r a i l , The C r y s t a l of Death, Drums 
of Doom, The Tomb of Genghis Khan ( s i c ) , F i r e of Vengeance, The 
D e v i l ' s T a t t o , Satan's Surgeon, and Rev o l t . 
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A f t e r the favourable i n t e r m i s s i o n of wartime (though even i n 
those y e a r s The Drums of Fu Manchu was s e r i a l i s e d ) and d e s p i t e the 
s t r i c t u r e s of such as Bogardus (1928) who had demonstrated media 
importance i n c r e a t i n g a n t i p a t h y towards Chinese, Japanese, Jews, 
* * 
Mexicans and Turks , and s t r e s s e d the "urgent need" f o r replacement 
148 
of s t e r e o t y p e s by c o r r e c t p o r t r a i t u r e based on " c u l t u r e h i s t o r y " , 
149 
the shameful p a t t e r n began again. C a p i t a l i s i n g on the unfavourable 
150 
e x p e r i e n c e s of many U.S. s o l d i e r s i n wartime China and up to 1949, 
as epitomised by the p o r t r a y a l i n a f l o o d of p r i n t e d matter of 
Chinese as " c o n g e n i t a l crooks", p a r a l y s e d by i n e p t i t u d e and 
151 
c o r r u p t i o n , a s e r i e s of f i l m s s t r e s s i n g smuggling and p o r t r a y i n g 
Chinese c i t i e s as p l a c e s of mystery and death r e s u r r e c t e d a l l the o l d 
152 
s t e r e o t y p e s . The seemingly e n d l e s s human sea of Chinese i n Korea 
helped r e i n f o r c e american s t e r e o t y p e s of f a c e l e s s hordes, c r u e l , 
n e r v e l e s s , subhuman, incomprehensible, godless and f a n a t i c a l , as d i d 
the widespread p u b l i c i t y given to brainwashing of U.S. p r i s o n e r s . By 
the c l o s e of t h a t decade, v i r t u a l l y a l l 'Chinese' images enamating 
153 
from the U.S. media were "images of anathema", represented by 
f i l m s such as H e l l and High Water, c e n t r i n g around a treacherous 
Chinese p l o t to atom bomb Korea and blame i t on the USA, and Satan 
Never S l e e p s , which s t e r e o t y p e d Chinese communists as s a d i s t i c , 
xenophobic and a n t i - c h r i s t i a n . Those s t e r e o t y p e s were continued i n t o 
more r e c e n t decades, l e s s f r e q u e n t l y but no l e s s p o w e r f u l l y , i n f i l m s 
such as 55 Days a t Peking and T e r r o r of the Tongs. As l a t e as 1981, 
Orie n t a l - A m e r i c a n s were s t i l l o b j e c t i n g to Hollywood's " i n s u l t i n g " 
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stereotype of the Chinese. 
Not a l l american f i l m s c a s t Chinese i n a bad l i g h t . Favourable 
p o r t r a y a l of Chinese people and way of l i f e i n P e a r l Buck's 
The Good E a r t h (1937) and Dragon Seed (1944) has been noted 
e a r l i e r . (See supra, 88-9). I n a d d i t i o n , odd f i l m s such as 
Broken Blossoms (1919) , some documentary f i l m s i n the 1930s, 
s e v e r a l more during the war ( e s p e c i a l l y The 400 m i l l i o n , 1938) 
and a s e r i e s of a n t i - j a p a n e s e f e a t u r e f i l m s a l l s t r e s s e d the 
f i n e r q u a l i t i e s of the Chinese. Important i n t h a t r e s p e c t were 
the 48 C h a r l i e Chan f i l m s between 1926 and 1950, though even 
they r e i n f o r c e d the a s s o c i a t i o n between Chinese and c r i m i n a l i t y 
and the st e r e o t y p e of the d e v i l i s h l y c l e v e r , devious and 
i n s c r u t a b l e 'Chink'. (See D.B.Jones, P o r t r a y a l of I n d i a and 
China on the American s c r e e n , 1955,15,20-21,32-5). 
The mexican government embargoed a l l american f i l m s i n the 
1920s, because of the l a r g e number of mexican v i l l a i n s 
s t e reotyped. 
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Of course, not a l l h o s t i l e western s t e r e o t y p i n g of Chinese and 
other non-western groups i s a t t r i b u t a b l e to the U.S media. F r a d i e r 
(1959) t r a c e d the phenomenon to e a r l y modern times, w h i l s t Appleton 
(1951) demonstrated stereotyped views i n 18th-century e n g l i s h 
l i t e r a t u r e . S t e r e o t y p i n g was c l e a r l y apparent i n the famous 
G i l l r a y cartoon of Ch'ien-lung (1792). Anson's c h a p l a i n (1748) wrote 
of the Chinese "mean and contemptible d i s p o s i t i o n ... p e r f i d i o u s 
conduct ... u n p a r a l l e l e d p u s i l l a n i m i t y ... effemminate genius ... 
d e l a y s and backwardness ... f r a u d u l e n t and s e l f i s h t u r n of temper ... 
unreasonable p r e t e n s i o n s ... malice and double d e a l i n g ... o b s t i n a c y 
and a b s u r d i t y ... t i m i d i t y , d i s s i m u l a t i o n and d i s h o n e s t y " . As to 
c u l t u r e , i n s t i t u t i o n s and h i s t o r y , Walter i n s i s t e d Chinese 
technology, a r t , l i t e r a t u r e , m o r a l i t y and government were w o r t h l e s s , 
the n a t i o n ' s t a l e n t s "second r a t e " . They were a people "amongst whom 
nothing g r e a t or s p i r i t e d i s to be met w i t h " . T h e i r m a g i s t r a t e s were 
" c o r r u p t " , people " t h i e v i s h " and t r i b u n a l s " c r a f t y and v e n a l " . 
O v e r a l l , China's " l e a r n i n g and boasted A n t i q u i t y " was "extremely 
p r o b l e m a t i c a l " . 
C l e a r l y , then, B r i t a i n ' s a n t i - C h i n e s e stereotype was home 
grown . Furthermore, even i f only popular media are considered, i t 
i s again c l e a r t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y cannot s o l e l y be a s s i g n e d to the 
U.S. p r e s s and s c r e e n . The Times has c o n t i n u a l l y p o r t r a y e d China and 
the Chinese i n terms suggesting c r i s e s , extremism and b a r b a r i t y . I n 
1870, f o r i n s t a n c e , h e a d l i n e phrases i n c l u d e d " p i r a c y " , " p i l l a g e d and 
murdered", " e x e c u t i o n s " , " a t t a c k on Englishmen", "100 emigrants ... 
w i t h the smallpox", " r e b e l s " , "commercial p a n i c " , " c r i s e s " , "governor 
a s s a s s i n a t e d " , "kidnapping of c h i l d r e n " , " a l l f o r e i g n e r s to be 
* 
Moreover, s t e r e o t y p e s of, say, A f r i c a must be anglo-european i n 
o r i g i n , s i n c e U.S. personnel were never a c t i v e t h e r e u n t i l 
f a i r l y r e c e n t times. C u r t i n , The Image of A f r i c a , 1964, p.480, 
has a t t r i b u t e d s t e r e o t y p e s of A f r i c a to the e u r o c e n t r i c 
assumptions of european t r a v e l l e r s . The extent and contempt of 
those s t e r e o t y p e s has been shown i n Habtai's study of 19th and 
20th century b r i t i s h and european d e s c r i p t i o n s of A f r i c a . "Most 
... showed an i n c l i n a t i o n to d e s c r i b e almost e v e r y t h i n g a f r i c a n 
i n n e g a t ive and d e n i g r a t o r y terms ... backwardness, b r u t a l i t y , 
s o r c e r y , w i t c h c r a f t and s u p e r s t i t i o n ... l o c a l customs and 
r i t u a l s were denig r a t e d and i n t e r p r e t e d out of context". 
Europeans "overlooked many elements from a f r i c a n c u l t u r e which 
s t r e s s e d the v a l u e s of change and p r o g r e s s ... a d i s t o r t e d and 
unbalanced p i c t u r e emerged (with) assumed c u l t u r a l i n f e r i o r i t y 
... barbarous t r i b e s l o s t i n p r i m i t i v e w i t c h c r a f t , s u p e r s t i t i o n 
and ignorance". (A. Habtai, 'Images of A f r i c a i n B r i t i s h 
secondary education', D . P h i l . , 1981, 19-20, 23-24, 30.) 
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exterminated", "massacre", " a s s a s s i n a t i o n of V i c e r o y " , "chapel burnt 
by mob", " c r i m i n a l s ' e x ecution", " f u r t h e r a t r o c i t i e s " , " a s s a s s i n a t i o n 
of P r i n c e " , "16 c o o l i e s beheaded", " T a r t a r i n s u r r e c t i o n " and "war 
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news". S i m i l a r f e a r f u l phraseology may be found w e l l i n t o the mid 
20th century. The tendency may a l s o be i n f e r r e d from the 
q u a n t i t a t i v e treatment of China year by y e a r . 1835 saw only s i x 
index r e f e r e n c e s to China: 1842, a y e a r of c o n f l i c t w i t h B r i t a i n , 87. 
1855 saw 45 r e f e r e n c e s : 1860, 229. As l a t e as 1890, only 100 
r e f e r e n c e s to China were made i n a y e a r : t h e r e was no i n t e r e s t i n 
China per s e . Ten y e a r s l a t e r , t h e r e were 1320, of which, however, 
only f i v e looked a t the Boxers per s e . By c o n t r a s t , the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y y e a r s 1911-12, c r i t i c a l t o China's domestic h i s t o r y but 
not seen as a major i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s s u e , merited only 350 and 277 
items r e s p e c t i v e l y . There were only four r e f e r e n c e s to Sun's i d e a s , 
and only s i x to the f a l l of the Manchu. On the other hand, the c i v i l 
war p e r i o d of 1926 r e c e i v e d 2300 r e f e r e n c e s , sino-japanese warfare i n 
1937 some 2500, and the c l o s i n g phase of the c i v i l war i n 1949 about 
1350. I n each c a s e , The Times' overwhelming i n t e r e s t was the t h r e a t 
to western i n t e r e s t s and the danger of i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p e r c u s s i o n s . 
By 1960, when western economic c l a i m s were defunct, only 480 
r e f e r e n c e s were made ( A u s t r a l i a merited 950). I n 1966, only 550 
r e f e r e n c e s were indexed ( A u s t r a l i a 700) . Nor was t h e r e any i n c r e a s e 
i n 1971-2. I n s h o r t , China has been of i n t e r e s t only when events 
t h e r e have r e f l e c t e d western s t e r e o t y p e s of v i o l e n c e , c o r r u p t i o n , 
f a n a t i c i s m , barbarism and backwardness, and a t times of i n t e r n a l 
c r i s i s t h r e a t e n i n g western i n t e r e s t s or world peace. I n 1973-4, the 
y e a r s of the g r e a t Chinese E x h i b i t i o n , China r e c e i v e d 480 and 500 
mentions i n The Times: A u s t r a l i a 540 and 5 2 0 . 1 5 8 
Media r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n B r i t a i n has not l a i n s o l e l y or p r i m a r i l y 
w i t h The Times . Nei t h e r has i t been s o l e l y a matter of newspaper 
s t e r e o t y p e s . The r o l e of c h i l d r e n ' s comic books i n d i s s e m i n a t i n g 
unfavourable and f r e q u e n t l y v i c i o u s s t e r e o t y p e s of a l l f o r e i g n , 
e s p e c i a l l y non-white, people, " j a b b e r i n g and g e s t i c u l a t i n g " , a s 
a g a i n s t the " s a f e , s o l i d and unquestionable" s t e r e o t y p e of the 
* 
As r e c e n t l y as 1954, the Times E d u c a t i o n a l Supplement was 
p o r t r a y i n g China as "The country of the w i l l o w p a t t e r n s and of 
death by the one thousand c u t s ... an impenetrable, 
imperturbable enigma ... s t i l l i n c a l c u l a b l e " . (TES, 24/12/1954, 
1190). 
"monocled Englishman h o l d i n g the n i g g e r s a t bay", so c l e v e r l y 
159 160 s a t i r i s e d by O r w e l l (1946) was s p o t l i g h t e d e a r l i e r . As regards 
t e l e v i s i o n , C a r n i e (1971) not only found c h i l d r e n imbued w i t h h o s t i l e 
and ignorant s t e r e o t y p e s of other peoples, but 40% claimed TV t h e i r 
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p r i n c i p a l source of i n f o r m a t i o n . Moreover, the b r i t i s h f i l m 
i n d u s t r y has r e i n f o r c e d the work of Hollywood. S e v e r a l british-made 
James Bond f i l m s (by a b r i t i s h w r i t e r ) have f e a t u r e d "a s i n i s t e r 
Chinese k i l l e r " , w h i l s t as l a t e as the mid-1960s i t was thought 
appropriate to r e s u r r e c t Fu Manchu ( " c r u e l , c a l l o u s ... the most 
e v i l and dangerous man i n the world") and h i s murderous Chinese 
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f o l l o w e r s . Thus, as Heater (1980) m i l d l y concluded, b r i t i s h media 
coverage of other peoples has t e e t e r e d "on the edge of e x o t i c a " , 
l e a d i n g c h i l d r e n to conclude " t h a t the r e s t of the world i s comprised 
163 
l a r g e l y of a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l c u r i o s i t i e s " . 
I t i s r e i t e r a t e d t h a t the v i c i o u s s t e r e o t y p e s of Chinese and 
other peoples conjured up by the american media and a r i s i n g d i r e c t l y 
from episodes, p r e s s u r e s and tendencies i n U.S. domestic h i s t o r y , are 
not suggested as the s o l e i n s p i r a t i o n of s t e r e o t y p i n g and h o s t i l i t y , 
w i t h a l l t h e i r i m p l i c a t i o n s , i n B r i t a i n or any other country. 
B r i t a i n has an indigenous and lengthy t r a d i t i o n of n a t i o n a l 
arrogance, ethnocentrism, r a c i s m and s t e r e o t y p i n g of f o r e i g n e r s , as 
have other european c o u n t r i e s . Nonetheless, a l l the f i l m s c i t e d by 
Jones (1955) and a l a r g e amount of U.S. p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l , f i c t i o n and 
n o n - f i c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g school-books, have c i r c u l a t e d i n B r i t a i n . 
There would thus appear prima f a c i e , i f c i r c u m s t a n t i a l , grounds f o r 
suggesting t h a t a p a r t i c u l a r l y poisonous s t e r e o t y p e of a s i a n peoples, 
e s p e c i a l l y Chinese, was manufactured and took root i n l a t e r 19th 
164 
century America; t h a t , as suggested by McAleavy (1960) t h a t poison 
was spread v i a american f i l m s to other c o u n t r i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
B r i t a i n , where because of e x i s t i n g s t e r e o t y p e s and n a t i o n a l 
assumptions and p r e j u d i c e s i t was r e a d i l y d i g e s t e d ; t h a t i t s 
consequences, f u e l l e d by other i r r e s p o n s i b l e media, are apparent 
today i n the a t t i t u d e s of c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s a l i k e to China and 
t h i n g s Chinese; and t h a t t h i s american i n f l u e n c e be seen as one major 
c a u s a t i v e f a c t o r of t h a t b a f f l i n g n e g l e c t of Chinese h i s t o r y and 
c i v i l i s a t i o n i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l c u r r i c u l a t r a c e d i n e a r l i e r chapters 
of t h i s t h e s i s . 
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SECTION F I V E : RECOMMENDATIONS 
Chapter Nine: The t e a c h i n g of world and Chinese h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s : 
g e n e r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 
Thus f a r , an attempt has been made to address t h r e e b a s i c 
q u e s t i o n s i n r e s p e c t of both world and Chinese h i s t o r y . F i r s t , ought 
they to be taught i n s c h o o l s ? Second, have they been taught? T h i r d , 
why have they been neglected? The second has been considered i n 
c l o s e s t d e t a i l , w h i l s t some i n t r o d u c t i o n only to the o t h e r s has been 
essayed. I t i s a t t h a t l e v e l of i n t r o d u c t o r y survey t h a t l i m i t e d 
answers to two f u r t h e r questions w i l l now be sought. F i r s t , what 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s should u n d e r l i e the t e a c h i n g of world and Chinese 
h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s ? Second, and i n r e l a t i o n to Chinese h i s t o r y 
alone, what a s p e c t s could be introduced i n t o school c u r r i c u l a , and 
what r e s o u r c e s are a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e i r study? 
I t i s fundamentally assumed t h a t h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s must 
c o n t i n u a l l y r e f l e c t upon t h e i r s u b j e c t "not j u s t as one b u i l d i n g 
block, i n i t s own terms, but as an i n t e g r a l p a r t of the whole school 
experience of the p u p i l " ; and t h a t i n s i s t e n c e upon such p e r s p e c t i v e 
o f f e r s the soundest guarantee a g a i n s t exaggerated c l a i m s f o r 
1 
p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t - m a t t e r i n h i s t o r y . 
The c o r o l l a r y i s c l e a r . S i n c e broader c u r r i c u l u m o b j e c t i v e s are 
determined by the g e n e r a l aims of s o c i e t y , h i s t o r y educators cannot 
avoid t h a t fundamental c o n s t r a i n t . They must t h e r e f o r e address the 
r e a l p o l i t i c a l problems threatened by the abandonment or r e d u c t i o n of 
t r a d i t i o n a l c u r r i c u l u m content and the i n t r o d u c t i o n of new and 
p o s s i b l y s e n s i t i v e m a t e r i a l , e s p e c i a l l y i n the humane and s o c i a l 
2 
s t u d i e s . 
I t i s f u r t h e r assumed t h a t although i n c r e a s i n g emphasis ought to 
3 
and w i l l be p l a c e d on c u r r i c u l u m i n t e g r a t i o n , the unique 
s u b j e c t - m a t t e r and p r o c e s s e s of i n q u i r y of h i s t o r y w i l l continue to 
f u n c t i o n as a d i s c r e t e f i e l d of study i n secondary schools and as an 
4 
i d e n t i f i a b l e component of j u n i o r c u r r i c u l a . T h i s i s not precluded 
by u n i t a r y c u r r i c u l u m p h i l o s o p h i e s . 
C e r t a i n other b a s i c assumptions i n r e s p e c t of h i s t o r y are 
k n i t t e d i n t o a l l p o s i t i o n s taken throughout t h i s chapter. 
F i r s t , s i n c e h i s t o r y educators have shown "almost p a t h o l o g i c a l 
d i s i n c l i n a t i o n to commit themselves to any g e n e r a l statements about 
t h e i r work, i t s aims, s u b j e c t - m a t t e r and methods", h i s t o r y i n s c h o o l s 
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l a c k s p h i l o s o p h i c a l and pedagogical coherence. I n p a r t i c u l a r , 
c u r r i c u l u m reform i s long overdue. A l l h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s must be 
brought to regard the l a t t e r as a c e n t r a l e d u c a t i o n a l issue.~* 
Second, no d e f i n i t i v e answers can be o f f e r e d by r e s e a r c h , 
whether l i t e r a r y or e m p i r i c a l . E l l i o t t ' s (1981) c a u t i o n as to 
v a l i d i t y of hypotheses a p p l i e s no l e s s to h i s t o r y than to other 
a r e a s , and a l l g e n e r e r a l i s a t i o n s need f u r t h e r experimental 
6 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Moreover, whatever i s developed i n any school must 
7 
r e f l e c t p a r t i c u l a r needs, enthusiasms and s c h o l a r s h i p . 
Consequently, any suggestions o f f e r e d here are intended as no more 
than a f l e x i b l e resource f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , not a b l u e p r i n t . 
T h i r d , perhaps t r i t e l y , c o n s t r u c t i o n of a worthwhile and 
d e f e n s i b l e school h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s i s a complex t a s k s i n c e t h e r e are 
powerful and p e r v a s i v e problems i n r e l a t i o n to te a c h i n g the s u b j e c t 
to c h i l d r e n . Much of i t s language and concepts are not c o n c r e t e , i t 
assumes problems and time-spans u n r e l a t e d to the c h i l d ' s e x perience, 
i t c a l l s f o r p s y c h o l o g i c a l understanding and i t i s mainly about 
a d u l t s . I t i s t h e r e f o r e e s s e n t i a l not to advocate c u r r i c u l u m content 
Q 
or g o a l s l i k e l y to add to such problems. 
Fourth, suggested approaches must r e p r e s e n t not only theory and 
i d e a l i s m but a l s o pragmatism. They must take i n t o account, b e s i d e s 
t h e i r proponents' p r o c e s s o b j e c t i v e s and t e r m i n a l g o a l s , 
teacher-knowledge and a t t i t u d e s , c h i l d r e n ' s l e a r n i n g c a p a c i t i e s , and 
9 
other q u e s t i o n s i n c l u d i n g such as r e s o u r c e s and examinations. 
F i f t h , p l a n s f o r h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development are most 
e f f e c t i v e l y d i r e c t e d mainly towards the middle y e a r s of education. 
Below 11 y e a r s , h i s t o r y i s o f t e n not taught as an i d e n t i f i a b l e 
s u b j e c t . Over 14 y e a r s , e x t e r n a l examinations tend to d i c t a t e 
c u r r i c u l a . The eleven to fo u r t e e n phase i s "the f i e l d where the 
b a t t l e f o r h i s t o r y ... w i l l be won or l o s t " . 1 ^ I n p a r t i c u l a r , 
p r o p o s a l s should bear c l o s e l y i n mind the needs of the t e a c h e r of 
m i x e d - a b i l i t y c l a s s e s i n t h a t age-range. 
S i x t h , c u r r i c u l u m change i s a prima f a c i e p r e r e q u i s i t e of 
h i s t o r y because of i t s i n t r i n s i c n a ture. The conservatism of many 
h i s t o r y educators should be r e s i s t e d . Teachers must be prepared a t 
12 
a l l times to abandon a good d e a l of t r a d i t i o n a l s u b j e c t - m a t t e r . 
Seventh, i n p u r s u i t of such change and development, t h e r e has 
grown up s i n c e the war, o r i e n t e d l o o s e l y towards the i d e a l i s t i c 
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philosophy of Collingwood (1946) and Oakeshott (1946) , a reasonably 
coherent concensus as to philosophy of h i s t o r i c a l e ducation, o f f e r i n g 
a f i r m b a s i s f o r i n n o v a t i o n . T h i s , i t s e l f i n f l u e n c e d by a t r a d i t i o n 
r e a c h i n g back to Bacon (1622) and Vico (1725) e s s e n t i a l l y emphasises 
imaginative r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l e xperience through 
understanding men's t h i n k i n g : "The o b j e c t to be d i s c o v e r e d i s not the 
mere event, but the thought expressed i n i t ... a l l h i s t o r y i s the 
h i s t o r y of thought ... t h e r e f o r e a l l h i s t o r y i s the re-enactment of 
p a s t thought i n the h i s t o r i a n ' s own mind". Thus, a "web of 
i m a g i n a t i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n " must be spun upon the evidence, i t s 
v a l i d i t y t e s t e d through empathetic entry i n t o the minds of persons 
separated from us by time and space, not s e e i n g the p a s t 'as i t 
a c t u a l l y was' but 'as i t might have f e l t to be', the whole i d e a l l y 
a s s i s t i n g c h i l d r e n to become " h i s t o r y ' s beloved because l o v i n g 
13 
i n h e r i t o r s " . The p r o c e s s presupposes, f i r s t , the study of 
14 
i n d i v i d u a l s i n h i s t o r y , whether h e r o i c l e a d e r or common man; 
secondly, t h a t h i s t o r y i s not a corpus of accepted and c h a l l e n g e a b l e 
t r u t h and r e c o r d , but r a t h e r a p r o c e s s of i n q u i r y , the study of 
* 
t r a c e s from the p a s t . 
E i g h t h , t h e r e appears reasonably widespread agreement among 
h i s t o r y educators as to c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of g o a l s , s u b j e c t - m a t t e r and 
pedogogy. H i s t o r y should be i n t e r e s t i n g and enjoyable (though t h a t 
does not preclude the i n t r o d u c t i o n of c h i l d r e n to a r e a s of study of 
15 
whose p o t e n t i a l i n t e r e s t they are unaware) . I t must be 
c h i l d - c e n t r e d , ' r e g r e s s i v e ' , c a p i t a l i s i n g and drawing upon the 
c h i l d ' s l i f e - e x p e r i e n c e , e n r i c h i n g and i l l u m i n a t i n g h i s view of the 
world, engaging w i t h q u e s t i o n s meaningful to him, and i n v o l v i n g him 
i n i m a ginative p r o c e s s e s of deduction, i n d u c t i v e r e - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
16 
and d i v e r g e n t t h i n k i n g . Nonetheless, f o r pragmatic reasons s y l l a b u s 
s t r u c t u r e and g o a l s should be i n g e n e r a l planned and d i r e c t e d by the 
I t does not l o g i c a l l y f o l l o w , however, t h a t because absolute 
o b j e c t i v i t y i s i m p o s s i b l e i t i s not a s p i r e d t o , or t h a t the body 
of h i s t o r i c a l knowledge accumulated over the y e a r s should be 
d i s c a r d e d , w i t h h i s t o r i c a l sources being then i n t e r p r e t e d 
i n vacuo. (See R.S.Peters, i n R.D.Archambault, P h i l o s o p h i c a l 
a n a l y s i s and education, 1965,92,100-01,104; J.S.Bruner, Towards 
a theory of i n s t r u c t i o n , 1 9 6 6 , 1 1 3 . P.H.Hirst, i n J . F . K e r r , 
Changing the c u r r i c u l u m , 1968,43,47; W.H.Burston, i n W.H.Burston 
and C.W.Green, Handbook f o r h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s , 1972,6.). 
17 t e a c h e r . They must i n c o r p o r a t e c a r e f u l l y thought-out b e h a v i o u r a l 
o b j e c t i v e s and demonstrate a t t e n t i o n to h i s t o r y ' s c e n t r a l o r g a n i z i n g 
concepts, e s p e c i a l l y time, change, s t a b i l i t y , c a u s a t i o n and 
18 
sequence. They must t h e r e f o r e c o n t a i n elements of chronology and 
19 
n a r r a t i v e . On the other hand, having caused many of h i s t o r y ' s 
problems i n s c h o o l s , chronology should be followed only i n a 
20 
d i s c o n t i n u o u s ' s y l l a b u s , i n which other important a s p e c t s are 
addressed through s t u d i e s i n depth and i n t e n s i t y , f o c u s i n g on 
p a r t i c u l a r ' t o p i c s ' , 'patches' and 'themes' whose combined importance 
to s y n o p t i c understanding and to the study of c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y and 
21* 
the h i s t o r y of i d e a s has been s t r e s s e d by many s c h o l a r s . Thus, 
t h e i r content should be s t o n g l y d i r e c t e d towards the concreteness of 
s c i e n t i f i c , t e c h n o l o g i c a l and c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y and l e s s towards the 
22 
a b s t r a c t i o n s of n a t i o n , c o n s t i t u t i o n and p o l i t i c s . That content, 
moreover, must be drawn from e a r l i e r as w e l l as r e c e n t times, and the 
23** 
blandishments of the 'contemporary h i s t o r y ' school r e j e c t e d . 
F i n a l l y , t h a t c u r r i c u l u m content should be taught through methods 
s h a r p l y playing-down r o u t i n e l e c t u r e - t e a c h i n g and summary 
24 
g e n e r a l i s a t i o n , and s t r e s s i n g concrete and ' i k o n i c ' r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
of the p a s t and the a c t i v e involvement of p u p i l s i n the study and 
e v a l u a t i o n of i t s evidence and i t s i m a g i n a t i v e r e - c r e a t i o n . 
Pedagogical c o n s i d e r a t i o n s go beyond p r e s e n t purposes, but such 
methods might i n c l u d e , according to the age of the c h i l d r e n , 
25 
p i c t o r i a l work, f r i e z e s and model-making; s t o r i e s t o l d by 
t e a c h e r s ; ^  v e r b a l accounts ; ^ work-cards or w o r k - s h e e t s ; ^ group 
29 
d i s c u s s i o n s l e a d i n g to c l a s s - r e p o r t s ; w h o l e - c l a s s debate on 
c o n t r a s t i n g p o i n t s of view or c u s t o m s ; ^ im a g i n a t i v e w r i t i n g ; " ^ 
32 
assessments of c a u s a t i o n or the e v o l u t i o n of p o l i c y ; and 
Rogers, The New H i s t o r y , 1980,19-21, i n c r i t i c i s i n g the f a i l i n g s 
of patch and thematic approaches, appeared unaware t h a t the 
f a i l i n g s could be overcome through a j u d i c i o u s f u s i o n of t o p i c s , 
patches and themes. C e r t a i n l y , the importance of a l l t h r e e 
approaches to the New H i s t o r y i s demonstrable. (See, e.g. 
S.Ferguson, i n M. B a l l a r d , ed. , New movements i n the study and 
t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r y , 1970, 180-3). 
See, f o r i n s t a n c e , M.Pollard, H i s t o r y w i t h j u n i o r s , 1973, who 
not only made no mention of the wider world, but concentrated 
e x c l u s i v e l y upon r e c e n t l o c a l , f a m i l y and 'popular c u l t u r e ' 
h i s t o r y , (esp.pp.2-3). 
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h y p o t h e s i s i n g i n r e s p e c t of problems and making a p p r o p r i a t e 
33 
d e c i s i o n s . They might a l s o i n c l u d e p r e s s - c o n f e r e n c e s by h i s t o r i c a l 
personages and the t r i a l s and o b i t u a r i e s of the same people, g i v i n g 
34 
t r a i n i n g i n ' r e v e r s i b i l i t y ' ; and a wealth of other s i m u l a t i o n s and 
dramatic r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s , whose p a r t i c u l a r v a l u e i n the concrete 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the a b s t r a c t , i n demonstrating "human ex p e r i e n c e s 
under p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n s " , and a s s i s t i n g c h i l d r e n to p e r c e i v e 
" u n i v e r s a l themes i n s p e c i f i c events or t o p i c s " has been h i g h l i g h t e d 
35 
by McGregor (1977). 
Underpinning a l l the above assumptions, however, i s the wealth 
of comparatively r e c e n t f i n d i n g s from developmental theory w i t h 
regard to c h i l d r e n ' s a b i l i t y to c o n c e p t u a l i s e i n the a b s t r a c t . Such 
f i n d i n g s are of p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e to a l l advocates of an 
i n f u s i o n of world or non-european s u b j e c t - m a t t e r . 
Problems have long been known of. P i a g e t (1926-on) showed t h a t 
a t any l e v e l i n t e l l e c t u a l development r e p r e s e n t s adaptation to 
environment; t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e between c h i l d and a d u l t t h i n k i n g was 
q u a l i t a t i v e ; and t h a t t h i s q u a l i t a t i v e change occurred i n an 
i n v a r i a n t and h i e r a r c h i c a l f o u r - s t a g e continuum. Conscious t h i n k i n g 
developed i n t h r e e stages a f t e r the age of two, namely 
p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l , concrete and formal o p e r a t i o n a l thought, the former 
c h a r a c t e r i s e d by c e n t r i n g and i r r e v e r s i b i l i t y , e g o c e n t r i c and 
u n i d i r e c t i o n a l , the l a t t e r by o b j e c t i v i t y and r e v e r s i b i l i t y , a l l o w i n g 
f o r s i m i l a r i t i e s and d i f f e r e n c e s and f o r d i v e r g e n t viewpoints to be 
e n t e r t a i n e d . The concrete d i f f e r e d from the p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l i n 
p e r m i t t i n g l o g i c a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of given f a c t s . Nonetheless, the 
egocentrism of both separated them q u a l i t a t i v e l y from formal 
o p e r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g . The ages of t r a n s f e r e n c e were about seven t o 
36 
e i g h t and e l e v e n to twelve. 
P i a g e t ' s f i n d i n g s were supported by those of other e a r l y 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s . Vygotsky (1934) showed t h a t "the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
f u n c t i o n s t h a t i n a s p e c i f i c combination form the p s y c h o l o g i c a l b a s i s 
of ... concept formation r i p e n , take shape, and develop only a t 
puberty". Even a d o l e s c e n t t h i n k i n g d i s p l a y e d "a s t r i k i n g d i s c r e p a n c y 
between ... a b i l i t y to form concepts and ... a b i l i t y to d e f i n e 
37 
them". 
Si n c e the war, however, r e s e a r c h has concentrated on more 
s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s . L o v e l l (1961) demonstrated t h a t the l e s s a b l e 
r a r e l y a c h i e v e formal t h i n k i n g , even i n t o t h e i r middle t e e n s . 
McLaughlin (1963) showed t h a t i n the 'concrete' stage a c h i l d could 
h o l d no more than four concepts simultaneously. L i m i t a t i o n of 
conceptual development i n r e l i g i o n , moral t h i n k i n g and 
science/mathematics was suggested r e s p e c t i v e l y by Goldman (1964) 
Kay (1970) and L o v e l l (1968) . B e r n s t e i n (1965) has a r t i c u l a t e d the 
38 
complex problems of language development i n c h i l d r e n . 
The profound importance of such f i n d i n g s to h i s t o r i c a l education 
i n p a r t i c u l a r has been accepted by a long sequence of s c h o l a r s and 
educ a t o r s . Dearden, f o r i n s t a n c e (1968) s t r e s s e d the " e l a b o r a t e 
conceptual networks" of which many h i s t o r i c a l terms presuppose 
understanding. G a l l i e (1964) pointed to "endless d i s p u t e s " over the 
meaning of such terms, whose i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f f e r e d "innumerable 
39 
grounds f o r c o n f u s i o n " . The s c a l e of the l a t t e r problem was shown 
by the C o u n c i l of Europe's p u b l i c a t i o n (1964) of 50 b a s i c concepts i n 
h i s t o r i c a l education whose meaning was not agreed even among 
academics i n Europe. 
Researchers i n h i s t o r i c a l education were tar d y i n t a k i n g up and 
t e s t i n g t h e o r i e s of developmental psychology and c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n . 
Nonetheless, s e v e r a l p r o j e c t s have suggested prima f a c i e t h a t the 
s i t u a t i o n i n h i s t o r y should be even more p e s s i m i s t i c a l l y viewed than 
the p i a g e t i a n s t r u c t u r e would imply, p a r t i c u l a r l y where the 
c u r r i c u l u m content, concepts and language t h r e a t e n to s t r a y from the 
c h i l d ' s l i f e - e x p e r i e n c e . The concept of time, f o r example, has been 
41 
shown to o c c a s i o n major d i f f i c u l t y even up to the mid-teens. 
More widespread problems of language and c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n have 
been adduced by a s u c c e s s i o n of post-war s c h o l a r s . Coltham (1960) 
t e s t e d 357 j u n i o r c h i l d r e n ' s understanding of s i x b a s i c h i s t o r i c a l 
terms. She found s e r i o u s v e r b a l confusion and non-comprehension. Many 
d i s p l a y e d p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g . Some even showed sensori-motor 
r e a c t i o n s . She concluded t h a t "attainment of stages occurs ... l a t e r 
... than ... P i a g e t has found t o hold, i n g e n e r a l , i n other f i e l d s of 
knowledge", and t h a t h i s t o r i c a l understanding must be " r e l a t e d to 
p e r s o n a l experience, both emotional and s o c i a l " . Nor was Hallam's 
r e s e a r c h (1966) any l e s s r e v e a l i n g and, prima f a c i e , d i s p i r i t i n g , 
e s p e c i a l l y to those seeking to encourage broader h i s t o r i c a l 
p e r s p e c t i v e s . T h i r t y q u e s t i o n s on three s e l f - d e v i s e d h i s t o r i c a l 
passages were given to 100 c h i l d r e n aged 11 to 16 and although 
P i a g e t ' s developmental sequence was s u b s t a n t i a t e d , h i s ages of 
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t r a n s f e r e n c e were not. Concrete t h i n k i n g i n h i s t o r y began, not a t 
seven, but between 11.6 and 12.2 y e a r s on average, both 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y and men t a l l y . Formal t h i n k i n g began, not a t 11 p l u s , 
but a t 16.2 y e a r s on average c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , and between 16.5 and 18 
y e a r s on average mentally. Most c h i l d r e n showed "grave l i m i t a t i o n s " 
i n r easoning. There was "almost a complete absence" of formal 
t h i n k i n g i n the age-group 11 to 13. Hallam's c o n c l u s i o n s made 
dep r e s s i n g reading f o r the world h i s t o r y movement: "A v i t a l l y needed 
reform i s the r e d u c t i o n i n the length of the examination s y l l a b u s e s , 
e i t h e r i n the number of c o u n t r i e s or the number of y e a r s expected to 
be covered". He went on"a s y l l a b u s based l a r g e l y on e n g l i s h h i s t o r y 
i s o f t e n more r e a l i s t i c to c h i l d r e n " , and gave examples of s y l l a b u s 
42 
content v i r t u a l l y a l l taken from England or Europe. 
Hallam continued to p u b l i c i s e h i s important f i n d i n g s w e l l i n t o 
the 1970s, t h a t "most ... c h i l d r e n under 15 y e a r s and p o s s i b l y 16 
y e a r s ... w i l l be a t the concrete l e v e l of thought i n h i s t o r y ... not 
r e a d i l y able to d i s c u s s a b s t r a c t t o p i c s " , and t h a t s y l l a b u s content 
43 
must take account of those l i m i t a t i o n s . Moreover, pessimism was 
supported by s e v e r a l other r e s e a r c h e r s . B a s s e t t (1940) showed 
e g o c e n t r i c thought f r e q u e n t l y p r e s e n t among 396 lower-secondary 
c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y when the su b j e c t - m a t t e r s t r a y e d beyond the 
c h i l d ' s p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . R e v e r s i b i l i t y was not common before 13. 
C h a r l t o n (1952) found "very i m p e r f e c t " knowledge of word meanings 
among 100 b r i g h t middle-secondary p u p i l s and concluded t h a t concepts 
should be a c t i v e l y taught v i a p r a c t i c a l a p p l i c a t i o n . Booth (1967) met 
15-year-olds e x p e r i e n c i n g d i f f i c u l t y i n comprehending change and 
r e g r e s s i n g to i n t u i t i o n a l thought. Stones (1967) found the main 
stumbling b l o c k s h i s t o r y ' s complex language and the i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s c h i l d r e n were expected to comprehend, d i f f i c u l t i e s i n 
those r e s p e c t s v a r y i n g according to s o c i o - c u l t u r a l background. 
De S i l v a (1969) found from t e s t i n g 160 secondary p u p i l s t h a t 
deductive c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n was not g e n e r a l l y p r e s e n t before the age 
of 14, and even then was r e s t r i c t e d mainly to the w e l l above average, 
the l e s s a b l e making "a high p r o p o r t i o n of l o g i c a l l y r e s t r i c t e d 
responses". (He a l s o t e s t e d PGCE stu d e n t s , w i t h " f a r from i m p r e s s i v e " 
r e s u l t s ) . Stokes (1970) gave Hallam's t e s t s to 40 a r t c o l l e g e 
students aged 17.7 to 18.11 and found only 32% s t a b l e a t the formal 
o p e r a t i o n a l stage, 45% a t the concrete and f i v e per cent 
p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l . The average age of t r a n s i t i o n to formal thought 
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"could not be before 18 y e a r s " . Even Gunning's t e s t s (1975) on 24 
t e a c h e r t r a i n e e s , a l l w i t h 2 'A' l e v e l s , i n c l u d i n g h i s t o r y , supported 
Hallam. Scored on undertaking of 11 b a s i c h i s t o r i c a l concepts, the 
maximum p o s s i b l e mark was 22: the maximum achieved was 17, the lowest 
44 
s i x , and the average e l e v e n . 
45 
Those f i n d i n g s , supported by evidence from the USA, and 
s y n t h e s i s e d i n Coltham's i n f l u e n t i a l pamphlet (1971) suggested t h a t 
c h i l d r e n would be " u n l i k e l y to understand concepts of time and p l a c e 
w i d e l y d i f f e r e n t from t h e i r own range of experience" and t h a t 
"notions and a b s t r a c t i o n s u n r e l a t e d to t h e i r own l i v e s w i l l be 
46 
meaningless". Even more s e r i o u s l y , however, problems s p e c i f i c a l l y 
r e l a t e d to c o n c e p t u a l i s i n g about c o u n t r i e s and n a t i o n a l groups have 
been s p o t l i g h t e d . P i a g e t and Weil (1951) concluded from q u e s t i o n i n g 
over 200 Swiss aged four to 15 t h a t t h e r e were t h r e e stages of 
c o g n i t i v e and a f f e c t i v e d e c e n t r a t i o n , from s u b j e c t i v e to l o c a l to 
n a t i o n a l , which corresponded w i t h the o v e r a l l p i a g e t i a n t h e s i s . F a r 
from being a b l e to c o n c e p t u a l i s e about other c o u n t r i e s , even i d e a s of 
the homeland developed r e l a t i v e l y l a t e . Up to age seven to e i g h t , 
many had l i t t l e understanding of 1 country',and even up to 11, though 
a concrete image of l o c a l a f f i l i a t i o n was p r e s e n t , the i d e a of 
n a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s was "remote and a b s t r a c t " . I n those y e a r s , the 
c h i l d needed to make a c o n s i d e r a b l e e f f o r t towards 'de c e n t r a t i o n ' 
from h i s unconscious e g o c e n t r i c i t y and s o c i o c e n t r i c i t y . S i m i l a r l y , 
Jahoda's t e s t i n g (1963) of 144 Glaswegians aged s i x to 11 showed 
staged development, from no conception of Glasgow as an e n t i t y , to 
none of Glasgow as p a r t of S c o t l a n d , to none of S c o t l a n d as p a r t of 
B r i t a i n , to c o r r e c t understanding of the conceptual s e r i e s . F i r s t 
stage c h i l d r e n had d i f f i c u l t y w i t h 'country' or even 'town', thought 
Glasgow was somewhere e l s e , saw S c o t l a n d as o u t s i d e Glasgow, 
p e r c e i v e d B r i t a i n as v e r y remote, and i n g e n e r a l e v i n c e d a 
p e r s p e c t i v e confined to immediate surroundings. Second stage c h i l d r e n 
were u s u a l l y unable to conceive of Scotland, s t i l l l e s s of B r i t a i n 
("a c i t y i n S c o t l a n d " ) . I n the t h i r d stage, B r i t a i n was s t i l l 
p e r c e i v e d vaguely ("a l o t of d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s : Glasgow, London, 
F r a n c e " ) . At ages s i x to seven, 41 c h i l d r e n were s t i l l i n stages one 
or two, and only seven, a l l m i d d l e - c l a s s , i n t h r e e or four. Moreover, 
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concepts even of t h e i r own n a t i o n a l i t y were very sketchy. 
Such f i n d i n g s c a s t doubt prima f a c i e on the t e a c h i n g of any 
h i s t o r y other than t h a t of the immediate l o c a l i t y not only to younger 
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c h i l d r e n but to a l l of secondary school age, and then only through 
concrete s u b j e c t - m a t t e r d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to exp e r i e n c e , w i t h l i m i t e d 
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vocabulary and use of p i c t o r i a l or t a n g i b l e r e s o u r c e s . Complemented 
by L i s t e r ' s f i n d i n g s (1973) i n the f i e l d of p o l i t i c a l education, t h a t 
only between 13 and 28 per cent of s i x t h - f o r m e r s t e s t e d knew the 
meaning of terms such as l i b e r a l i s m , c a p i t a l i s m , communism, n a t i o n , 
s t a t e , and t h i r d world, some t h i n k i n g the l a t t e r meant ' l i f e a f t e r 
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death' or 'nirvana' , they o f f e r s e r i o u s c h a l l e n g e to the case f o r 
world h i s t o r y , as Heater (1980) r e c o g n i s e d . ^ C l e a r l y i f c h i l d r e n 
experience t r o u b l e w i t h the c e n t r a l o r g a n i z i n g concepts of h i s t o r y i n 
g e n e r a l , i t could be r a s h to complicate the problem f u r t h e r w i t h the 
terminology and concepts of the non-european world and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
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those of China. Even broad geographical or e t h n i c d e s c r i p t o r s such 
as 'China', 'Chinese', ' A s i a ' , 'Asian', might w e l l be beyond the 
understanding of c h i l d r e n unable to conceive of t h e i r own town or 
homelands. 
On the other hand, th e r e are grounds f o r assuming t h a t , though 
developmental f a c t o r s must always be kept i n the f o r e f r o n t of 
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c u r r i c u l u m c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , c h i l d r e n ' s a b i l i t y to grasp the language 
and concepts of h i s t o r y i n ge n e r a l and of the world beyond t h e i r 
immediate experience i n p a r t i c u l a r may not be so poor as on the 
s u r f a c e i t appears. C e n t r a l to t h i s more o p t i m i s t i c view has been the 
work of Bruner (1966,1968). Though a c c e p t i n g the p i a g e t i a n model, h i s 
a n a l y s i s of the c h i l d ' s b a s i c modes of r e p r e s e n t i n g r e a l i t y 
( e n a c t i v e - by doing; i k o n i c - by looking; symbolic - through a 
l i n g u i s t i c medium) l e d to the p r o p o s i t i o n t h a t c h i l d r e n a r e capable 
of grasping the essence of any knowledge a t t h e i r own l e v e l , provided 
i t i s c a r e f u l l y s t r u c t u r e d and an app r o p r i a t e l e a r n i n g medium 
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s e l e c t e d . The p i a g e t i a n model has a l s o been c h a l l e n g e d from two 
other q u a r t e r s : from those who have argued t h a t c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n may 
I t i s not argued, however, t h a t q u e s t i o n s of c o g n i t i o n should be 
pre-eminent. Ing (1981) has i n s i s t e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t w h i l s t 
what can we tea c h i s a fundamental q u e s t i o n , no l e s s 
fundamental i s what ought we to t e a c h , a q u e s t i o n "not 
answerable s o l e l y by any account of development". (M.Ing, i n 
P.Gordon, ed. Study of the c u r r i c u l u m , 1981,114). (See a l s o DES, 
Report on primary education, 1978,113). 
be a c c e l e r a t e d through emphasis not on deductive p r o c e s s e s but on 
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i m a g i n a t i v e , explanatory or c l a s s i f i c a t o r y t h i n k i n g ( i n d u c t i v i s m ) ; 
and from those who see a c c e l e r a t i o n r e s u l t i n g from s p e c i f i c t e a c h i n g 
f o r r a t i o n a l i t y and concept-meaning. Stones i n p a r t i c u l a r (1979) 
argued the p o s s i b i l i t y provided t h a t the " e n t r y competence" of the 
c h i l d i s c a r e f u l l y a s s e s s e d , the " c r i t e r i a l a t t r i b u t e s " of the 
concept i d e n t i f i e d , " c o u n t e r p o s i t i o n i n g " of concepts i s attempted, 
and the c h i l d i s given feedback as to the s u c c e s s of h i s a p p l i c a t i o n 
of the new l e a r n i n g . A no l e s s o p t i m i s t i c view was a r t i c u l a t e d by 
Ausubel (1968) who, w h i l e d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g between primary concepts 
a r i s i n g from c o n c r e t e - e m p i r i c a l evidence and more s o p h i s t i c a t e d 
secondary a b s t r a c t i o n s , argued t h a t even i n the concrete o p e r a t i o n a l 
stage c h i l d r e n are a b l e to use secondary concepts, u s i n g primary 
concepts only as a prop, and are thus nearer to the formal 
o p e r a t i o n a l than the p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l , needing only to be presented 
w i t h s p e c i f i c examples of those secondary concepts f o r them to be 
comprehended. 5 4 
I n the p a r t i c u l a r case of h i s t o r y , too, a g r e a t e r t i d e of 
optimism has surged i n r e c e n t y e a r s . H o r s f a l l (1973) argued t h a t 
c h i l d r e n ' s p o t e n t i a l i t i e s should not be underestimated. As w i t h the 
language of mathematics, i t was a q u e s t i o n of p r a c t i s i n g the language 
of h i s t o r y i n p u r s u i t of mastery. Concept development could be 
achieved by c o n t r i v i n g l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n s e n a b l i n g c h i l d r e n to 
experience a b s t r a c t concepts. B l y t h (1978) showed t h a t even f i v e to 
s i x - y e a r - o l d s could c o n c e p t u a l i s e time, use maps, reason l o g i c a l l y , 
c l a s s i f y , t r a c e r e l a t i o n s h i p s , compare, and comprehend the meaning of 
evidence. Development of such s k i l l s depended upon use of appropriate 
t e a c h i n g s t r a t e g i e s and r e s o u r c e s , e s p e c i a l l y v i s u a l ( i k o n i c ) 
m a t e r i a l . D a n i e l s (1978) i n s i s t e d t h a t the work of such as Hallam 
should be d i s r e g a r d e d i n favour of p r a c t i t i o n e r r e s e a r c h : "The f i n a l 
answer must l i e w i t h the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r , not the e d u c a t i o n a l 
r e s e a r c h e r " . His e m p i r i c a l t e s t i n g had r e p e a t e d l y shown how p u p i l s 
could develop high-order a f f e c t i v e and c o g n i t i v e understanding. Egan 
(1978) argued t h a t "what c h i l d r e n know b e s t when they f i r s t come to 
schoool are not concepts of f a m i l i e s , homes, e t c . , but r a t h e r ... the 
p r i m a l human emotions and the bases of m o r a l i t y " . Thus, primary 
h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m should focus not upon " p r o s a i c ( s o c i a l ) s t u d i e s " , 
but upon " b i z a r r e f l i g h t s of f a n t a s y " , v i v i d and dramatic s t o r i e s , 
emotional and moral concepts to arouse a p e r s o n a l response to the 
event or h i s t o r i c a l c h a r a c t e r . The o l d e r c h i l d ' s i n t e r e s t i n 
" d i s c o v e r i n g the l i m i t s of the world", f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h "the extreme, 
the b i z a r r e , the wonderful", and need to i d e n t i f y r o m a n t i c a l l y w i t h 
the most powerful and noble c h a r a c t e r s and f o r c e s , should a l l be 
c a t e r e d f o r by a strong emphasis on the s t o r y form. F u r t h e r s t r e s s on 
encouragement not so much of the hypothetico-deductive p r o c e s s e s 
t e s t e d by Hallam but of s p e c u l a t i v e , imaginative and v i c a r i o u s 
t h i n k i n g , c a l l i n g upon open-minded and d i v e r g e n t thought i n 
s y n t h e s i s i n g evidence, came from Booth (1978). His t e s t s w i t h 50 
c h i l d r e n showed such s k i l l s were not l i m i t e d s o l e l y to ' i n t e l l i g e n t ' 
c h i l d r e n . E s s e n t i a l p r e - r e q u i s i t e s were a sound body of knowledge, 
v i s u a l r e s o u r c e s and a t e a c h e r favouring c r e a t i v i t y . H i s t o r y t e a c h e r s 
"should concentrate on the a c q u i s i t i o n of knowledge and of concepts 
but should g i v e frequent o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r the use of t h i s 
i n formation i n an i n d u c t i v e context". Even Hallam has p l a y e d a more 
o p t i m i s t i c tune i n r e c e n t y e a r s , arguing (1970) t h a t w i t h c a r e f u l 
t e a c h i n g most t h i r d - y e a r secondary p u p i l s could t a c k l e more a b s t r a c t 
h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l ; deducing from h i s r e s e a r c h (1975) i n t o the 
t h i n k i n g of 136 primary and secondary c h i l d r e n t h a t c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n 
could be a c c e l e r a t e d provided c h i l d r e n were c h a l l e n g e d to t h i n k 
i n d u c t i v e l y and p r o b l e m a t i c a l l y ; and c o n f e s s i n g (1978) t h a t " i t need 
not be t h a t c h i l d r e n of primary school age (need) t h e i r a t t e n t i o n 
d i r e c t e d only to o b j e c t s and not to i d e a s and b e l i e f s ... Teachers 
need not t h i n k t h a t only environmental s t u d i e s can be a p p r e c i a t e d by 
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c h i l d r e n aged ... nine to e l e v e n y e a r s " . 
S p e c i f i c t e a c h i n g of concepts i n p u r s u i t of developed h i s t o r i c a l 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g 5 6 r e s t s upon an assumption of the v a l u e of a 
pre-determined taxonomy , d e s c r i b e d by Bloom and Krathwohl i n the 
1950s and 1960s, and subsequently advocated by such as H i r s t 
tOL-
(1968,1980). Adaption to h i s t o r i c a l n e c e s s i t y was attempted by 
Coltham and F i n e s (1971). Nineteen a f f e c t i v e and c o g n i t i v e o b j e c t i v e s 
were suggested, but s t r e s s i n g a b i l i t y to e n t e r t a i n w i t h sympathy y e t 
detachment i d e a s h e l d by peoples of a b e l i e f system and c u l t u r e 
d i f f e r e n t from one's own; and a b i l i t y to i d e n t i f y those s e t s of 
v a l u e s which comprise an i n t e g r a l f e a t u r e of i d e n t i f i a b l e b e l i e f s or 
c u l t u r e s . ^ 
Not a l l have agreed t h a t extended taxonomies a r e n e c e s s a r y or 
e d u c a t i o n a l l y d e s i r a b l e . Such disagreement tends to r e p r e s e n t , 
however, a profound e d u c a t i o n a l c o n t r o v e r s y between the H i r s t - K e r r 
' o b j e c t i v e s ' and Stenhouse 'process' schools going beyond the scope 
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of t h i s study. The Coltham-Fmes taxonomy i s accepted by the 
59 p r e s e n t w r i t e r as of fundamental importance f o r h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s u n d e r l y i n g assumption t h a t both c o g n i t i v e and 
a f f e c t i v e understandings i n c h i l d r e n should be pursued through 
imaginative r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the p a s t by e n t r y i n t o the minds of 
persons, u s i n g approaches a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the New H i s t o r y of r e c e n t 
y e a r s . That i s , emphasis upon s k i l l s i n the l o c a t i o n , s c r u t i n y and 
e v a l u a t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l evidence, involvement of c h i l d r e n i n the 
r e - c r e a t i v e p r o c e s s , and c a r e f u l t e a c h i n g of h i s t o r i c a l language and 
concepts. 
On the other hand, i t would be a dangerous d e l u s i o n to emphasise 
such go a l s to the detriment of reform of c u r r i c u l u m content, to argue 
t h a t "the c u r r e n t debate on h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g has centr e d too much on 
the s y l l a b u s and not enough on the techniques of te a c h i n g ... what 
matters f o r the p u p i l s i s how the t o p i c s are taught r a t h e r than what 
i s t a u g h t " . ^ Wheeler's (1967) suggested sequence i n c u r r i c u l u m 
design - f i r s t , s e l e c t i o n of aims and o b j e c t i v e s ; second, s e l e c t i o n 
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of l e a r n i n g p r o c e s s e s ; t h i r d , s e l e c t i o n of content - i s 
i n a p p l i c a b l e to h i s t o r y , i n which c u r r i c u l u m content and goals cannot 
be separated and must be p r i o r i t i s e d . L e a r n i n g p r o c e s s e s and pedagogy 
should be s e l e c t e d i n order to serve those g o a l s and t h a t content to 
be taught or experienced. 
T h i s t h e s i s has suggested t h a t reform of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m 
content i s u r g e n t l y n e c e s s a r y . Thus, as Schwab (1962) has i n s i s t e d i n 
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r e s p e c t of a l l d i s c i p l i n e s i n education, h i s t o r i c a l educators must 
give c l o s e s c r u t i n y both to the e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s e s by which t h e i r 
s u b j e c t i s taught and to i t s c u r r i c u l u m content. Unfortunately, 
w h i l s t the New H i s t o r y has represented a major advance i n h i s t o r y 
education s i n c e the 1 9 6 0 s , 6 3 and w h i l s t i t i s c l e a r t h a t b e h a v i o u r a l 
o b j e c t i v e s need not preclude wider c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , what some w r i t e r s 
have openly claimed, t h a t p o t e n t i a l f o r improvement may be 
represented by a uni-dimensional and bl a c k - w h i t e choice between two 
opposed a l t e r n a t i v e s - e i t h e r the o l d , t r a d i t i o n a l h i s t o r y ' s 
g e n e r a l i s e d aims, formal methods, v e r b a l emphases and c h r o n o l o g i c a l 
national-european content, or the new, p r o g r e s s i v e s u b j e c t ' s 
taxonomies, c h i l d - c e n t r e d l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n s , a u d i o - v i s u a l and 
documentary r e s o u r c e s and s p i r a l c u r r i c u l u m a l l o w i n g a h e a l t h y 
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v a r i e t y of content from fa m i l y to world h i s t o r y - i s both 
i n a c c u r a t e and incomplete. F i r s t , i t excludes by i m p l i c a t i o n p a s t , 
p r e s e n t and p o t e n t i a l approaches emphasising h i s t o r i c a l content 
(whatever a s p e c t may have been s e l e c t e d ) but a t t a c k i n g i t i n an 
imag i n a t i v e , dynamic 
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manner, communicating the mystery y e t r e a l i t y of the p a s t through 
v a r i e d media, t a k i n g f u l l y i n t o account c h i l d r e n ' s c o g n i t i v e s k i l l s 
and s t r e s s i n g source m a t e r i a l s . Second, i t m i s r e p r e s e n t s what has 
occurred i n so many i n s t a n c e s , and as demonstrated e a r l i e r , ^ 5 namely 
t h a t the New H i s t o r y has i n p r a c t i c e emphasised study of l o c a l 
a r c h i v a l or environmental evidence, w i t h predominantly socio-economic 
content, i n an almost e x c l u s i v e l y n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e , and has 
n e g l e c t e d the need to reform c u r r i c u l u m content towards wider-world 
p e r s p e c t i v e s and problems. The c h o i c e has not been between 
t r a d i t i o n a l and p r o g r e s s i v e g o a l s , approaches and content, but 
between t r a d i t i o n a l and p r o g r e s s i v e g o a l s and approaches, both of 
which have tended to operate through narrow, unimaginative and 
unbalanced c u r r i c u l u m content, 
The n e t t l e has not been f i r m l y enough grasped. A New H i s t o r y 
i s needed, but a new New H i s t o r y , encouraging t e a c h e r s to 
" l i f t themselves out of t h e i r s p e c i a l i z e d furrows and survey a 
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broader f i e l d " . That New H i s t o r y would sim u l t a n e o u s l y a t t a c k the 
twin problems of inadequate l e a r n i n g goals and p r o c e s s e s and 
inadequate c u r r i c u l u m content through a concept-based, 
h i s t o r i c a l - s k i l l s - f o c u s e d approach to a continuous and whole-school 
world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s g i v i n g genuine a t t e n t i o n to wider-world 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g c u l t u r a l l y - o r i e n t e d study of o t h e r 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s p e r se and r e s t i n g four-square upon the e v a l u a t i o n and 
u t i l i s a t i o n of a r c h i v a l , l i t e r a r y - a r t i s t i c , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l and o t h e r 
forms of h i s t o r i c a l evidence. Such a s t r u c t u r e would s a t i s f y Plumb's 
c a l l (1969) f o r a new h i s t o r y to "help us achieve our i d e n t i t y , not 
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as Americans or R u s s i a n s , Chinese or B r i t o n s - but as men". That 
sources are amply a v a i l a b l e i n the exemplary case of a t l e a s t one 
non-european c u l t u r e , and thus t h a t r e a l i s a t i o n of the New H i s t o r y 
o b j e c t i v e s need not presuppose l o c a l or n a t i o n a l a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l 
but can be v i g o r o u s l y pursued w i t h i n a 'world 1 c u r r i c u l u m framework, 
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w i l l be shown subsequently. 
T h i s e s s e n t i a l p o i n t , t h a t courses o f f e r i n g wider p e r s p e c t i v e s 
and understandings which were not a "mad rush to the p r e s e n t i n f i v e 
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i n s t a l m e n t s " but would be based on a p p r a i s a l of evidence and 
conceptual build-up not only should but could be planned, has been 
recognised by c e r t a i n 'New' and 'World' H i s t o r y a p o l o g i s t s and the 
o r g a n i s e r s of the Schools C o u n c i l i n t e g r a t e d s t u d i e s p r o j e c t (1972) 
and the AEB world h i s t o r y 'A' l e v e l papers (1976-on). E x c e p t i o n a l l y 
important i n t h a t r e s p e c t was Doncaster's argument (1973) t h a t 
326 
"widening ... the h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s ... need not mean .. . r e v e r s i o n 
to ... g e n e r a l i s e d h i s t o r y and ... dates of people and 
events ... P u p i l s can make depth s t u d i e s u s i n g sources which w i l l 
g i v e them an opportunity to see i n t o a way of l i f e d i f f e r e n t from 
t h e i r own ... World h i s t o r y can be a f i e l d f o r p u p i l 
e x p l o r a t i o n ... the same k i n d of q u e s t i o n s can be asked about a 
Chinese p a i n t i n g , a hindu s t o r y or an a f r i c a n bronze, as about 
e n g l i s h w r i t t e n and v i s u a l s o u r c e s ... D i s c u s s i o n s can develop out of 
a study of the Chinese f a m i l y or i n d i a n r e l i g i o n i n the same way t h a t 
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they can from a study of medieval e n g l i s h monasticism". 
Thus the c e n t r a l a s s e r t i o n concerning the development of world 
and non-european c u r r i c u l u m content i n h i s t o r y i s r e i t e r a t e d . World 
h i s t o r y should not be c o n s i d e r e d except i n harness w i t h those 
advances made under the New H i s t o r y umbrella i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 
Kekule's dictum (1858) t h a t "You cannot explore new c o u n t r i e s i n 
express t r a i n s ... whoever wishes to t r a i n h i m s e l f as an i n v e s t i g a t o r 
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must study the t r a v e l l e r ' s o r i g i n a l works" must guide the 
h i s t o r i c a l educator no l e s s than the s c i e n t i s t . On the other hand, 
F i n e s ' i m p l i c i t assumption (1968) t h a t a r c h i v e s i n s chool presupposes 
the v i r t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e use of l o c a l m a t e r i a l s must be r e j e c t e d , as 
must HMI Wake's c o n c l u s i o n (1971) t h a t the "two g r e a t f o r c e s a t 
work ... the d r i v e towards i n s i s t e n c e on the use of evidence and the 
d r i v e towards world h i s t o r y " were " c o n t r a d i c t o r y " , and HMI B l a c k i e ' s 
i n s i s t e n c e (1974) t h a t i n p u r s u i t of concreteness s t r e s s should be on 
such as 'our v i l l a g e ' or 'our town', the c h i l d r e n "using the elements 
of t h e i r own c u l t u r e ... r a t h e r than those of an a l i e n c u l t u r e " . 
B l a c k i e ' s b e l i e f t h a t the ' a l i e n ' c u l t u r e must be 
" a c c e s s i b l e ... only through such p i c t o r i a l m a t e r i a l as can be 
obtained and the g e n e r a l l y second-hand knowledge of t h e i r t e a c h e r s " , 
and E l l i o t t ' s c l a i m (1975) t h a t the development of such new a r e a of 
study as world h i s t o r y would r e i n f o r c e teacher-domination of h i s t o r y 
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l e s s o n s and the r e c o r d i n g and memorisation of f a c t s , should 
s i m i l a r l y be r e j e c t e d . Assumptions as to the supposedly c o n f l i c t i n g 
nature of 'new' h i s t o r y and broader e d u c a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e s are 
unfounded. F i r s t , documents are not s a c r o s a n c t and need not be i n 
t h e i r o r i g i n a l s t a t e . Indeed, they must be s i m p l i f i e d and modified. 
Moreover, well-documented books are no l e s s v a l u a b l e , from which 
c h i l d r e n can b u i l d up and c l a s s i f y t h e i r own documentary c o l l e c t i o n s 
a t t h e i r own c o g n i t i v e l e v e l , or from which the t e a c h e r can draw 
m a t e r i a l s from s t o r i e s w i t h younger p u p i l s . Second, where 
app r o p r i a t e books and resource-packs are l a c k i n g , t e a c h e r s can submit 
manuscripts to p u b l i s h e r s or p r e s s u r i s e p u b l i s h e r s to take 
i n i t i a t i v e s . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , groups of i n t e r e s t e d t e a c h e r s could seek 
support from r e s o u r c e c e n t r e s , p r o f e s s i o n a l a s s o c i a t i o n s , H i s t o r i c a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n branches, l o c a l p o l y t e c h n i c or u n i v e r s i t y p e r s o n n e l , or 
i n s t i t u t i o n s s p e c i a l i s i n g i n the a r e a i n q u e s t i o n , i n s e a r c h i n g out 
t r a n s l a t e d m a t e r i a l s s u i t a b l e f o r e d i t i n g i n t o r e s o u r c e packs or 
74 
b o o k l e t s f o r reproduction i n t e a c h e r s ' c e n t r e s . Such an approach 
would f a c i l i t a t e teacher-monitoring of the language to promote 
c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n . T h i r d l y , p e d a n t i c i n s i s t e n c e upon documentary 
sources i s unnecessary. H i s t o r i c a l evidence used i n classrooms may, 
indeed must a l s o i n c l u d e l i t e r a t u r e , music, f i n e a r t , museum 
a r t e f a c t s , costume, a r c h i t e c t u r e and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l m a t e r i a l s . Nor 
need t a n g i b l e m a t e r i a l evidence be a v a i l a b l e i n the classroom. 
Second-hand study of such items, through s l i d e s and other p i c t o r i a l 
r e p r o d u c t i o n s , i s a v a l i d approach to e v i d e n t i a l t e a c h i n g . 
I n concluding t h i s survey of o v e r a l l g o a l s and p r o c e s s e s i n 
h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development, i t i s emphasised t h a t though the New 
H i s t o r y ' s advances must be secured and c a p i t a l i s e d upon when broader 
h i s t o r y s t u d i e s are considered, i t i s n e i t h e r i m p l i e d nor accepted 
t h a t a bloomian b e h a v i o u r a l taxonomy, a b r u n e r i a n key concepts 
s t r u c t u r e , or an approach such as B e r n s t e i n ' s (1977) 'focused' 
c u r r i c u l u m , s u b o r d i n a t i n g s u b j e c t s to some r e l a t i o n a l i d e a and 
fundamentally assuming the c e n t r a l i t y of s o c i a l s c i e n c e concepts i n 
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'humanities' c u r r i c u l a , should d i c t a t e s y l l a b u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 
Extreme statements of Brunerism suggest a t b e s t a marginal 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from t h a t h i s t o r y which most t e a c h e r s would r e c o g n i s e . 
They r e i n f o r c e b e l i e f s t h a t the g e n e r a l i s e d overviews of s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e c o n f l i c t w i t h the unique q u a l i t y of h i s t o r i c a l events and 
7 6 
cannot be accepted as the b a s i s of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l a . Thus, 
Heater's dangerous i n s i s t e n c e (1970) t h a t " h i s t o r y should be taught 
i n such a way t h a t i t i s used as a v e h i c l e f o r the b a s i c s o c i a l 
s c i e n c e concepts", should be f i r m l y denied. Any s o c i a l s c i e n t i f i c 
concepts drawn upon i n h i s t o r y l e s s o n s must be s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d i n 
number and used to i l l u m i n a t e and e n r i c h c h i l d r e n ' s h i s t o r i c a l 
4- • 7 7 e x p e r i e n c e , not v i c e - v e r s a . On the other hand, n e i t h e r need Thomson's (1969) extreme 
condemnation of the s o c i a l s c i e n c e " b l i g h t ... a barbarous jargon and 
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a self-made vocabulary more l i k e l y t o obscure thought than to express 
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i t " be wholly accepted. Study of a few key concepts i n a n t i t h e s i s , 
such as u n i t y and d i v e r s i t y , c o n t i n u i t y and change, suggests a 
f r u i t f u l approach to l o c a l , n a t i o n a l or w o r l d - o r i e n t e d h i s t o r i c a l 
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s t u d i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the study of China. Bruner's t h r e e b a s i c 
q u e s t i o n s , what i s human about humans, how d i d they get t h a t way and 
how can they be made more so, underpinned by two elementary s o c i a l 
s c i e n t i f i c assumptions, t h a t a l l s o c i e t i e s are c r e a t e d equal and 
t a c k l e s i m i l a r problems i n r e l a t i o n to t h e i r environment, could o f f e r 
v a l u a b l e benchmarks f o r the d e v i s i n g and p r o s e c u t i o n of any world 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s . I n s h o r t , w h i l s t Bruner's f i v e - p o i n t s t r u c t u r e may 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y be r e j e c t e d as not v a l i d to h i s t o r i c a l education, h i s 
o b j e c t i v e s , t h a t c h i l d r e n should use t h e i r mental powers i n t h i n k i n g 
about the human c o n d i t i o n , i n v e s t i g a t e models which h e l p a n a l y s i s of 
t h e i r own s o c i a l world, develop r e s p e c t f o r man's humanity and 
a c q u i r e a sense of h i s u n f i n i s h e d e v o l u t i o n , must i n f l u e n c e any 
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h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development. 
C l e a r l y , then, i n de s i g n i n g world h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s f o r b r i t i s h 
s c h o o l s , i t i s a t r u i s m w e l l worth u n d e r l i n i n g , t h a t utmost care must 
81 
be e x e r c i s e d . Too important to be bungled, the t a s k must be 
undertaken by persons w e l l read i n c u r r i c u l u m theory. Proposals must 
r e l a t e to the o v e r a l l p r i n c i p l e s and goals of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m and 
strengthen the movement towards a more homogeneous s y l l a b u s 
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nation-wide. They must take i n t o account r e c e n t l y deepened 
understandings as to the development of c h i l d r e n ' s h i s t o r i c a l 
t h i n k i n g , both i n terms of problems and p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . They must be 
supportive of and supported by modern advances i n t r a i n i n g i n 
h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s . They must f a c i l i t a t e and e x p l o i t t h a t p r o c e s s of 
imag i n a t i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and empathetic e n t r y so f i n e l y expressed 
by Hegel's c l o s e f r i e n d H o l d e r l i n : "0 F i t t i c h e g i b uns, t r e u e s t e n 
8 3 
S i n n s , Hinuberzugehn und wiederzukehren". 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , they must o f f e r understandings of the contemporary 
world. Thus they must i n c l u d e s t u d i e s from r e c e n t h i s t o r y , the only 
p e r i o d of which i t i s i n any way p o s s i b l e to speak o f 'world' h i s t o r y 
i n the l i t e r a l sense of the globe i n t e r - f u n c t i o n i n g as one u n i t . 
They must a l s o explore e a r l i e r p e r i o d s i n the h i s t o r y of the world's 
peoples per se, without which comprehension of the p r e s e n t i s 
impe r f e c t , the ignorant p r e s e n t a t i o n of h i s t o r y i n european terms and 
as the s t o r y of western world ascendancy i s l i k e l y t o be perpetuated, 
and 'culture-shock' t h r e a t e n s s e r i o u s o b s t a c l e s to the c h i l d ' s 
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84 c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n and c a p a c i t y to empathise. World h i s t o r y s t u d i e s 
should not be planned, i n s h o r t , i n the l i t e r a l , 'global v i l l a g e ' 
sense, but i n the l o o s e r sense of r a i s i n g c u r r i c u l a r h o r i z o n s to 
embrace the study per se of c i v i l i s a t i o n s i n any p a r t of the globe 
and from any p e r i o d of the p a s t which are o f t e n a t p r e s e n t t o t a l l y or 
almost t o t a l l y ignored, or a t b e s t viewed only through e u r o c e n t r i s t 
s p e c t a c l e s . 
The e x c e s s i v e c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon p o l i t i c a l , c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , 
d i p l o m a t i c , and m i l i t a r y h i s t o r y which has c h a r a c t e r i s e d ' n a t i o n a l ' 
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h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m content f o r a century must be avoided. C l o s e r 
a t t e n t i o n should be p a i d to K u l t u r g e s c h i c h t e , showing not only t h a t 
"every h i s t o r i c c u l t u r e - p a t t e r n i s an o r g a n i c whole i n which a l l the 
p a r t s are r e l a t e d " , but a l s o t h a t "the d i s c i p l i n e s of s c i e n c e and a r t 
86 
cut a c r o s s a l l d i v i s i o n s of r a c e or creed, c o l o u r or n a t i o n a l i t y " . 
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Moreover, d e s p i t e the t r a d i t i o n a l s u s p i c i o n of some h i s t o r i a n s , 
' c u l t u r e ' should be i n t e r p r e t e d i n the h o l i s t i c sense of s o c i a l 
anthropology (though avoiding v a i n a s p i r a t i o n s f o r a complete 
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Gemeinschaftskunde). Thus, the world h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m should 
embrace not only f i n e a r t , a r c h i t e c t u r e , music, l i t e r a t u r e , language 
and t h e a t r e , Bruner's 'symbolic systems', but, most im p o r t a n t l y , what 
Benedict (1971) has termed t h e i r "emotional and i n t e l l e c t u a l 
mainsprings" - e t h i c a l and r e l i g i o u s i d e a s , i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
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movements. I t should show t h a t r e l i g i o n i s a common experience of 
human beings, every c i v i l i s a t i o n having invoked an image of man i n 
terms of the u n i v e r s a l , and t h a t a l l g r e a t r e l i g i o u s t h i n k e r s , w h i l s t 
i n f l u e n c i n g the development of s o c i a l systems, both E a s t and West, 
along apparently d i v e r g e n t l i n e s , have transcended narrowly n a t i o n a l 
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s t a n d p o i n t s . I t should a l s o give c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n to s c i e n c e and 
technology, e s p e c i a l l y h i g h l i g h t i n g not only t h e i r c a r d i n a l 
importance i n human c i v i l i s a t i o n , but a l s o the b a s i c t r u t h t h a t no 
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people has enjoyed a monopoly of t h e i r development. P o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y should not be absent, but s t u d i e d l e s s from the p e r s p e c t i v e 
* 
of c o n f l i c t , which has p r e v a i l e d f o r so long, and more i n r e l a t i o n 
to human achievement. Thus world h i s t o r y would be t r a c e d "by t a k i n g 
not the n a t i o n , but the c u l t u r a l e f f o r t and achievement of mankind, 
i n v a r i o u s n a t i o n s and along v a r i o u s paths of p r o g r e s s , as the t h r e a d 
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on which to s t r i n g the r e c o r d " . 
* 
T h i s would not r u l e out s t u d i e s on the a e t i o l o g y of c o n f l i c t , as 
suggested by Henderson, Education f o r world understanding, 
1968,17. 330 
S y l l a b u s content should p r e f e r a b l y be d i s c o n t i n u o u s , though w i t h 
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a loose chronology. That could be achieved through J e f f r e y s - s t y l e 




the s k i l l s and motivation of both t e a c h e r and c h i l d r e n . Thematic 
s y l l a b u s e s of the ki n d suggested by Barraclough (1967) and o t h e r s , 
though o f f e r i n g ample p o t e n t i a l f o r wider- world p e r s p e c t i v e s , might 
be too g e n e r a l i s e d , l a c k i n g concreteness and u n l i k e l y to f a c i l i t a t e 
i m a g i n a t i v e e v i d e n t i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s u n l e s s embracing s p e c i f i c 
c a s e - s t u d i e s . An a l t e r n a t i v e would be Henderson's (1979) neat 
compromise, going on from a survey of common f a c t o r s i n e a r l y 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s to a study of v a r i a b l e s of c i v i l i s a t i o n ( f i v e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s suggested) and culm i n a t i n g i n c o n c e n t r a t i o n on the 
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shaping f o r c e s of the contemporary world. 
Above a l l , any world h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m must seek to develop 
a t t i t u d e s of 'world-mindedness', " t h a t deep p s y c h o l o g i c a l wisdom 
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which proceeds from a sense of shared v a l u e s " . I t i s of c a r d i n a l 
importance t h a t p u p i l s come to a p p r e c i a t e and r e s p e c t the h i s t o r i c a l 
e xperience and c u l t u r a l d e p o s i t s of other peoples per se and as 
t r i b u t a r i e s to a common world h e r i t a g e ; and to view c r i t i c a l l y the 
n a t i o n a l , e t h n i c and r a c i a l assumptions, both h i s t o r i c a l and 
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contemporaneous, of themselves and t h e i r own s o c i e t y . 
Those a s p i r a t i o n s r e q u i r e h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s to p a i n t t r u e 
p i c t u r e s of peoples and avoid any tendency towards s t e r e o t y p i n g , 
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whether t r i v i a l or r a c i s t , t h a t " e v i l c a r i c a t u r e of r e a l i t y " . 
Tames (1979) has put i t w e l l w i t h r e f e r e n c e to Japan: "We have a I t i s taken f o r granted t h a t the te a c h e r must c a p i t a l i s e upon the o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r e d by the m u l t i - c u l t u r a l classroom and 
the e t h n i c a l l y d i v e r s e s o c i e t y , drawing upon the r i c h c u l t u r a l 
product and h i s t o r i c a l c o nsciousness of those peoples, and a l s o 
f a c i l i t a t i n g p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h a d u l t persons of the n a t i o n a l 
group being s t u d i e d a t any time. The advantages of t h i s were 
long ago demonstrated. See B. Mackenzie, i n J . Abn & Soc. 
Psych,43, 1948,417-47. D.S. R i c h i e , i n C O . Arndt and S. 
E v e r e t t , Education f o r a world s o c i e t y , 1951, 105-18. J.Guiton, 
i n I b i d , 119-34. H.S. P i e r s o n , i n I b i d , 135-53. G. Watson, i n 
I b i d , 154-64,esp 159. H.E.O. James and C. Tenen, i n Br.J.Psych 
41,1951,155. James and Tenen, i n I n t . S o c . S c . B u l l , 3 , 3 ,Aut 
1951,555-6,557,561. James & Tenen, The t e a c h e r was black,1953,3. 
B. A. Feakes, 'A Study i n Changing a t t i t u d e s ' , MA(Ed)1953,149-57 
C. C. Moskos, i n Amer.J.Sociology,72,1966,132-49. B. Rogers, 
'Examination of some correlates',M.Ed.1967,123-4. (See a l s o E.S. 
Bogardus, Immigration and r a c e a t t i t u d e s 1928,98-102. W.F. 
C o n n e l l , i n G.F. Bereday and J.A. Lauwerys, Yearbook of 
education, 1964,164-5. J.M. C a r n i e , ' C h i l d r e n ' s i d e a s of people 
of d i f f e r e n t r a c e and n a t i o n ' , Ph.D,1971,127-354). 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to ensure t h a t Japan i s n e i t h e r a blank on our p u p i l s ' 
mental map of the world nor an e x o t i c dreamland populated by 
simpering g e i s h a and blood-crazed samurai". As B r i n t o n 1963) has 
i n s i s t e d i n regard to R u s s i a , the p o i n t must be put t h a t "we are not 
pure l i b e r t y and they pure a u t h o r i t y . We do not stand f o r the 
i n d i v i d u a l i s m of the g r e a t c a t s , nor they f o r the c o l l e c t i v i s m of the 
beehive ... We are not v a r i e t y , and they a r e not u n i f o r m i t y . Neither 
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of us l i v e s up to the extremes of our own systems of v a l u e s " . 
That o b j e c t i v e cannot be r e a l i s e d without b r i n g i n g out through 
the c u l t u r a l l y - o r i e n t e d study man's common humanity - h e l p i n g 
c h i l d r e n comprehend t h a t whatever the chasms of time and space, human 
beings "are everywhere s u f f i c i e n t l y a l i k e to be thought of as 
v i r t u a l l y members of one f a m i l y ... they have everywhere the same 
k i n d of problems ... everywhere they admire b e a u t i f u l t h i n g s and 101 ** a s p i r e towards f i n e and noble t h i n g s " . That daunting t a s k , 
r e q u i r i n g "high q u a l i t y of imaginative sympathy which enables a man 
to h o l d f a s t to t h a t which he knows to be good and a t the same time 
to l a y hold of the good which i s i n h i s neighbour, whether ... yellow 
or b l a c k o r brown ... an a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h i n g s a l i e n to h i s own way 
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of thought", must stand c e n t r a l to the purposes of world h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g . I t does not imply, however, t h a t a p o r t r a i t of un i f o r m i t y 
should be manufactured and human c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y obscured. As 
L e v i - S t r a u s s (1958) s t r e s s e d , c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y being g r e a t e r than 
can ever be a p p r e c i a t e d , and any c u l t u r e ' s t r u e c o n t r i b u t i o n to world 
c i v i l i s a t i o n c o n s i s t i n g i n i t s d i f f e r e n c e from o t h e r s , an e s s e n t i a l 
component of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s must be encouraging awareness 
and a p p r e c i a t i o n of c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m as an e n r i c h i n g f a c t o r i n 
world s o c i e t y . The p o i n t has been u n d e r l i n e d by Henderson (1979) 
t h a t secondary c h i l d r e n should "proceed from t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n i n 
* 
On the other hand, a s B r i n t o n has f u r t h e r argued, we should not, 
from a sense of h i s t o r i c a l g u i l t encourage u n r e a l i s t i c a l l y 
f avourable s t e r e o t y p e s of Chinese sages or s e x u a l l y b l i s s f u l 
samoan maidens, "no proof t h a t we w e s t e r n e r s have r e a l l y 
l e a r n e d ... from o t h e r peoples". (C. B r i n t o n , Shaping of modern 
thought, 1963, 232-3). 
** 
I t s d i f f i c u l t i e s should not, however, be exaggerated. I t may be 
t h a t the c h i l d r e n ' s i n t e r e s t would o f f e r much to c a p i t a l i s e upon 
i f , as Schrodinger (1964) has i n s i s t e d , " i t i s p r e c i s e l y the 
common f e a t u r e s of a l l experience ... which are the primary and 
most profound o c c a s i o n f o r astonishment". (E. Schrodinger, My 
view of the world, 1964,10). 
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common of the c o n s t a n t s of t h e i r p a s t to explore the v a r i a b l e s of 
103 
some a t l e a s t of the c i v i l i s a t i o n s which ensued". Nonetheless, 
t h a t p r o c e s s must be i n t e r t w i n e d w i t h seeking out and promoting 
understanding of the common v a l u e s and purposes of humanity, b r i n g i n g 
c h i l d r e n to r e a l i s e t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s i n l i f e p a t t e r n s "are not 
evidence of the s u p e r i o r i t y or i n f e r i o r i t y of peoples, r a c e s or 
c u l t u r e s , but ... a r i s e from circum s t a n c e s of environment and 
h i s t o r y " , and t h a t such d i f f e r e n c e s should be p e r c e i v e d "as i f 
persons i n v a r i o u s c u l t u r e s have i n common f i v e major tones i n the 
104 
m u s i c a l s c a l e s on which they compose d i f f e r e n t melodies". 
Common humanity can be demonstrated to c h i l d r e n through h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g i n thr e e ways. F i r s t , by b r i n g i n g out the e s s e n t i a l t r u t h 
of c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n , t h a t every c u l t u r e i n a sy n c r e t i s m , t h a t none 
i s wholly autochthonic, t h a t i n f l u e n c e s have spread west to e a s t and 
v i c e - v e r s a , and t h a t ' c i v i l i s a t i o n ' was never a western p r e s e r v e . 
Second, by t r a c i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s of human experience, t h a t a l l 
s o c i e t i e s a t a l l times have contained i n d i v i d u a l s whose b a s i c needs 
and a s p i r a t i o n s a r e i d e n t i c a l , and t h a t a l l have d i s p l a y e d common 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l f e a t u r e s such as marriage, the f a m i l y , a s o c i a l 
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s t r u c t u r e , a r e l i g i o u s system, and government. T h i r d , by showing 
t h a t a l l have contained elements of the ' t r a d i t i o n a l ' and 'modern' -
t h a t w h i l s t c o n s e r v a t i s m and t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s and customs have 
never been the p r i v a t e p o s s e s s i o n of non-Europeans, n e i t h e r are 
'progress' and p o s s e s s i n g u n i v e r s i t i e s and n u c l e a r r e a c t o r s 
n e c e s s a r i l y synonymous w i t h western s o c i e t i e s . E x c e s s i v e emphasis 
should be p l a c e d upon n e i t h e r the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l and socio-economic 
pro g r e s s of B r i t a i n , Europe and America, nor the b u l l o c k - c a r t s of 
' e t e r n a l I n d i a ' or the p a d d y - f i e l d s of 'unchanging China'. As 
107* 
F r a d i e r (1959) has i n s i s t e d , "There i s no p l a c e f o r mirages". 
Those t h r e e o b j e c t i v e s demand t r a i n i n g i n r e v e r s i b i l i t y of 
t h i n k i n g , which again suggests t h r e e b a s i c approaches. F i r s t , 
** 
d i f f e r e n t i a l and comparative h i s t o r i c o - c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s , whether 
between c o u n t r i e s of s h a r p l y d i f f e r i n g c u l t u r e such as B r i t a i n and 
* 
I n r e l a t i o n to t h i s p o i n t , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
s t u d i e s a r e not subordinated to t r a d i t i o n a l phases of european 
h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e - p a t t e r n s , whose terms, such as 'modern', or 
1 romantic', a r e not i n any case agreed even i n european 
languages. (See H. See, i n Revue de Synthase h i s t o r i q u e , 
41,1926,65-6. J . Huizinga, Men and i d e a s , 1960,72,74-5). 
** 
Attempted by the S u f f o l k l o c a l h i s t o r y classroom p r o j e c t i n 
r e s p e c t of S u f f o l k and Europe. 
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and China, or w i t h i n t e r a c t i v e emphasis on c o u n t r i e s r e g i o n a l l y 
108* 
a s s o c i a t e d such as Japan and China. Second, by f o c u s i n g on 
documentary and other evidence, a strong imaginative d r i v e to "see 
t h i n g s from a f o r e i g n p o i n t of view", to r e c o n s t r u c t other 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s "as i f from w i t h i n " ; to r e a l i s e t h a t a f o r e i g n e r i s 
not f o r e i g n i n h i s own land, to which he has f e e l i n g s of 'belonging 1; 
and to avoid looking a t other peoples "down the end of a european 
d r a i n - p i p e or from the deck of a b r i t i s h man-of-war ... a t the p o i n t 
109** 
of decay r a t h e r than a t the p o i n t of s t r e n g t h " . T h i r d , emphasis 
on i n d i v i d u a l s , e s p e c i a l l y Henderson's (1968) " h e r o i c t y p e s " , t h e i r 
a c t i v i t i e s o f t e n enshrined i n h i s t o r i c a l legend, as e p i t o m i s i n g the 
a s p i r a t i o n s of t h e i r p e o p l e . 1 1 ^ 
These g o a l s pose two c l o s e l y r e l a t e d problems. F i r s t , can 
c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s be modified? Second, i s attempting m o d i f i c a t i o n 
i n d o c t r i n a t o r y and i n v a l i d ? 
As to the former, the evidence i s c o n t r a d i c t o r y . A l l p o r t (1954) 
was p e s s i m i s t i c . Hamer (1954) d e s p i t e geography te a c h i n g emphasising 
the q u a l i t i e s and achievements of peoples found "nothing c o n c l u s i v e " 
to suggest t h a t the s u b j e c t could help develop sympathy f o r 
f o r e i g n e r s . M i l l e r (1969) a f t e r d e l i b e r a t e l y t e a c h i n g over 1,000 
a p p r e n t i c e s to t r y to reduce r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e , found s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
i n c r e a s e d p r e j u d i c e i n the experimental g r o u p . 1 1 1 Thus, Hannam 
(1978) was probably c o r r e c t i n emphasising t h a t what sc h o o l s can 
112 
achieve i n r e v e r s i n g p r e j u d i c e and s t e r e o t y p e must be l i m i t e d . 
On the other hand, t h e r e are reasons f o r r e j e c t i n g an over 
p e s s i m i s t i c a t t i t u d e , both on p h i l o s o p h i c a l grounds, t h a t "human 
Thus, world h i s t o r y must always be taught i n harness w i t h world 
geography. That s u b j e c t , moreover, may have p o t e n t i a l i n i t s 
own r i g h t f o r promoting sympathetic understanding, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i f i t s s o c i a l and human a s p e c t s a r e s t r e s s e d . (See Brimble and 
May, S o c i a l s t u d i e s and world c i t i z e n s h i p , 1950,108. W i l l i a m s , 
Br.J.Ed.Psych,31,Nov.1961, 292-6. Charlesworth, i n Bereday and 
Lauwerys, Yearbook of education, 1964,486. DES, Towards world 
h i s t o r y , 1967,33-4. C a r n i e , ' C h i l d r e n ' s i d e a s of people of 
d i f f e r e n t r a c e and n a t i o n ' , Ph.D., 1971, 337-8,340-3). (But c f 
Hamer's f i n d i n g s , t h i s page.) 
T h i s demands ca r e w i t h a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l and geo g r a p h i c a l 
terminology. Not ' o r i e n t a l ' but ' a s i a n ' : not 'Far E a s t ' but 
'Eas t A s i a ' . (See Van K l e y , i n AHR, 76, 2, Ap 1971, 358). 
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beings are too f i n e i n t h e i r h i g h e s t achievements to j u s t i f y 
113 
d e s p a i r , " and on the common-sense assumption t h a t s i n c e a t t i t u d e s 
are l e a r n e d they can be r e c t i f i e d by remedial t e a c h i n g . I n t h i s , the 
importance of w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s was s t r e s s e d as e a r l y as the 
114 
1920s by both Lippmann (1922) and Bogardus (1928). Moreover, 
the r e i s e m p i r i c a l evidence. Stover (1933) found t h a t l e s s o n s 
f o c u s i n g on customs, human t r a i t s , n a t i o n a l heroes and achievements 
l e d to " a p p r e c i a b l e g a i n s " i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l - m i n d e d n e s s , and concluded 
t h a t " i n t e r n a t i o n a l and i n t e r r a c i a l a t t i t u d e s can be i n f l u e n c e d by 
i n s t r u c t i o n " . W i l l i a m s (1961) produced s i g n i f i c a n t a t t i t u d e changes 
through t e a c h i n g c o n c e n t r a t i n g on s o c i a l l i f e . Z u r i c k (1969) found 
i n t o l e r a n c e d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d to education and p o l i t i c a l awareness. 
More informed people were more l i k e l y to avoid emotional and 
p r e j u d i c e d responses on a s t e r e o t y p e image. DeKock (1969) concluded 
t h a t s i m u l a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s " w i l l r e s u l t i n a t t i t u d e change". Bagley 
and Verma (1972,1978) d e t e c t e d " s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n p r e j u d i c e d 
a t t i t u d e s i n the d i r e c t i o n of t o l e r a n c e " a f t e r a planned t e a c h i n g 
programme. Longden (1972) improved secondary c h i l d r e n ' s a t t i t u d e s to 
seven out of 10 concepts or c o u n t r i e s taught (not towards A s i a or 
C h i n a ) . Doncaster (1973) recorded pronounced i n c r e a s e i n r e s p e c t f o r 
China, e s p e c i a l l y a r t and technology, a f t e r a term's t e a c h i n g . Katz 
and I v e y (1977) a f t e r s y s t e m a t i c a n t i - r a c i s t t e a c h i n g noted 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s p r e j u d i c e , an improvement which l a s t e d . Habtai 
(1981) found a f t e r t e a c h i n g about A f r i c a , "dramatic and s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n c r e a s e i n knowledge" and "more p o s i t i v e , measured a t t i t u d e s " to 
c u l t u r a l f e a t u r e s . Optimism i s r e i n f o r c e d by Unesco's f i n d i n g s 
(1963,1967) on the A s s o c i a t e d Schools P r o j e c t , t h a t "a sounder 
comprehension of other peoples and c u l t u r e s " and " a t t i t u d e s 
f a v o u r a b l e to i n t e r n a t i o n a l understanding" developed. Teachers had 
seen "apathy, s t e r e o t y p e s and ... p r e j u d i c e give way to i n t e r e s t and 
f r i e n d l i n e s s " . I t i s f u r t h e r supported by Peterson and Thurstone's 
s u c c e s s i n modifying a n t i - C h i n e s e a t t i t u d e s through use of f i l m 
(1932-3) and by Himmelweit's f i n d i n g s a f t e r study of 1854 secondary 
c h i l d r e n (1958) t h a t a f t e r s e e i n g TV programmes on f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s 
they made fewer v a l u e judgements and o v e r a l l tended to develop more 
detached, o b j e c t i v e a t t i t u d e s . The most i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d i n g s 
r e garding m o d i f i c a t i o n of a t t i t u d e s towards Chinese persons have been 
those of Feakes (1953). He d e t e c t e d i n i t i a l s t e r e o t y p e s , " f i c t i o n a l 
Chinese par e x c e l l e n c e " , i n almost a l l h i s lower-secondary sample. 
A f t e r l e s s o n s h i g h l i g h t i n g f a m i l y l i f e and Chinese s o c i a l c o u r t e s i e s , 
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a t t i t u d e s changed. Of 28 c h i l d r e n t e s t e d , 25 were g e n e r a l l y 
unfavourable towards Chinese before the experiment, but only nine 
a f t e r w a r d s . Nineteen were conscious of c o l o u r , and 27 of e p i c a n t h i c 
eyes, before the l e s s o n s . None mentioned those f e a t u r e s a f t e r w a r d s . 
Feakes concluded i t was " p o s s i b l e to i n f l u e n c e a t t i t u d e s ... towards 
f o r e i g n peoples by the use of normal classroom procedures". There 
was "no reason to doubt t h a t methods employed to f o s t e r intergroup 
t e n s i o n s may be modified and used by men of goodwill to reduce 
t h e m " . 1 1 5 
The second major problem i s t h a t of b i a s and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n . 
The s u b j e c t of e n d l e s s debate, both w i t h regard to h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m 
i n g e n e r a l and world h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r , 1 1 ^ the q u e s t i o n l a c k s a 
d e f i n i t i v e study. C l e a r l y , however, i t r e p r e s e n t s p o t e n t i a l l y more 
than simply "a matter of semantics" and cannot be sanguinely g l o s s e d 
117 
over. L y a l l (1967) has shown t h a t world h i s t o r y courses are not 
118* 
immune from p a r t i c u l a r i s m . World h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s should beware 
a t t a c k s by such as Sharp (1980) on "the f e t i s h i z e d s e p a r a t i o n of 
education and p o l i t i c s i n l i b e r a l theory" and should not support 
freedom f o r B r i n t o n ' s (1963) " s e l f - d e l u d e d i d e a l i s t s " to parade t h e i r 
119 
i d e o l o g i e s unquestioned before a c a p t i v e audience. On the other 
hand, c e r t a i n commonsense c r i t e r i a must s u r e l y be a p p l i e d . I s what 
i s planned c a l c u l a t e d or l i k e l y to cause harm to people? Does i t 
r e p r e s e n t a s e c t a r i a n viewpoint? Does i t aim to narrow or debase 
I n the c a s e of China p e r s o n a l c o n v i c t i o n and l a c k of o b j e c t i v i t y 
has long been and i s today a n o t i c e a b l e problem, as a study of 
how any major i s s u e , such as the p a r a l l e l c a r e e r s of Chiang and 
Mao, were r e p o r t e d , shows. As D. Chambers, i n H i s t o r y 
62,1977,259, has put i t : "the work of n e i t h e r the c r i t i c nor the 
a c o l y t e can be recommended to the unsuspecting". (See, f o r 
example, L.D. Dsang, i n E a s t and West Review,3,2 ,Ap. 1937. V.H. 
Donnithorne, i n Ibid,2,1,Jan.1936,13-21. H.A. Wittenbach, i n 
Ibid,4,2,Ap.1938,123-30,esp.129. Tao H s i n g - c h i , i n W. Rawson, 
Freedom we seek, 1937,153. J.H. Jackson, Post War 
World,1935,303,305,341-2. A.B. Theobald, A contemporary 
history,1937,103. J . Mainwaring, E v o l u t i o n of the modern 
world,1942,317. E.E. Reynolds, Four modern statesmen, 
1944,115,116,119,120,121-2,124,125,127,128,129,132. H. Higgins, 
Warlords to Red S t a r , 1968. T.H. White, China: the r o o t s of 
madness, 1968,123-9. J . Robottom, Mao Tse-tung 1970. E.M. 
Roberts, Mao Tse-tung,1970. R. Thomson, Mao Tse-tung, 1974,23. 
H. P u r c e l l , Mao Tse-tung, 1977,12,65. Nine of these are school 
books). 
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human experience, or to e n r i c h and broaden i t ? I f such c r i t e r i a were 
unacceptable, then a l l r e l i g i o u s and moral education would be 
i m p e r m i s s i b l e . Moreover, as shown elsewhere, profound i n d o c t r i n a t i o n 
of c h i l d r e n w i t h e t h n i c , r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l assumptions and 
120 
a t t i t u d e s has p r e v a i l e d i n s o c i e t y and i t s s c h o o l s f o r 400 y e a r s . 
The q u e s t i o n i s not, then, whether i n d o c t r i n a t i o n should occur, but 
whether the world-educator should seek to c o u n t e r a c t r a c i a l or 
n a t i o n a l i n d o c t r i n a t i o n w i t h m a t e r i a l which h i s p r o f e s s i o n a l 
i n t e g r i t y f i n d s m o r a l l y a c c e p t a b l e . Z i l l i a c u s (1937) i n s i s t e d t h a t 
a l l t e a c h e r s had the r i g h t and duty to impart a "sense of 
s o l i d a r i t y ... (and) f e e l i n g of brotherhood w i t h people i n every p a r t 
of the world". Lauwerys (1953) more c a u t i o u s l y argued t h a t e x i s t i n g 
b i a s be counteracted by showing c h i l d r e n t h a t p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
between peoples have been the norm, avoid i n g exaggeration of 
d i f f e r e n c e s , not o v e r - r o m a n t i c i s i n g f o r e i g n l i f e s t y l e s , and above a l l 
121 
h e l p i n g the c h i l d become aware of h i s own p r e j u d i c e s . 
Those seem modest, humanistic g o a l s . I n f a c t , an a c c e p t a b l e 
p o s i t i o n might w e l l go somewhat f u r t h e r , embracing Lauwerys 1 humane 
aims but a l s o , w h i l s t avoiding Z i l l i a c u s ' o v e r t l o v i n g - k i n d n e s s , 
a t t a c k i n g ' b i a s by omission', and attempting to d e s t r o y the seed-beds 
of ignorance by o f f e r i n g the c h i l d c o u r s e s and m a t e r i a l s a f f o r d i n g 
i n s i g h t i n t o the humanity, c u l t u r a l achievements and i n t r i n s i c 
i n t e r e s t of peoples separated from him both i n time and space. 
The normative approach to education i s , moreover, w e l l supported 
by such as A l l p o r t (1935) Taba (1962) P e t e r s (1966) Dearden (1969) 
Davey (1972) and Woods and Barrow (1975). P e t e r s , f o r i n s t a n c e , 
i n s i s t e d t h a t "any p r o p o s a l s about education i n v o l v e judgements about 
worthwhile t h i n g s ... They t h e r e f o r e have assumptions b u i l t i n t o them 
about what i s worthwhile ... the c r i t e r i o n t h a t something worthwhile 
should be achieved . .. (and) i s being or has been t r a n s m i t t e d i n a 
m o r a l l y a c c e p t a b l e manner ... (There i s ) a commitment to what i s 
thought v a l u a b l e " . Davey (1972) concurred: "Education i s a term 
p r o p e r l y a p p l i e d to something good, w h i l e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n r e f e r s to 
something bad ... we educate and do not i n d o c t r i n a t e i f the b e l i e f s 
i n c u l c a t e d can u l t i m a t e l y be j u s t i f i e d " . 
Lack of space p r e c l u d e s f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s complex 
i s s u e . I t i s assumed t h a t t h a t which the t e a c h e r or school c o n s i d e r s 
worthwhile and m o r a l l y d e f e n s i b l e , and which i s taught i n a balanced 
and open-minded manner, i s e d u c a t i o n a l and not i n d o c t r i n a t o r y . Davey 
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has a s s e r t e d t h a t t e a c h i n g s t y l e l i e s a t the crux. I n d o c t r i n a t i o n 
o c c u r s when the m a t e r i a l taught i s p r e s e n t e d i n an a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
s i t u a t i o n as "embodying i r r e d u c i b l e moral p r i n c i p l e s beyond the r e a c h 
of a n a l y s i s or c r i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n " . The t e a c h i n g and l e a r n i n g 
approaches suggested e a r l i e r , i n p a r t i c u l a r the i n s i s t e n c e upon the 
d i r e c t involvement of the c h i l d i n a p p r a i s i n g and c l a s s i f y i n g 
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evidence, r e f l e c t s acceptance of t h a t d e f i n i t i o n ' s i m p l i c a t i o n . 
These normative goals - to encourage f e e l i n g s of 
worldmindedness, a p p r e c i a t i o n of common humanity and awareness of 
c u l t u r a l s y n c r e t i s m , and to undermine e t h n i c , n a t i o n a l and r a c i a l 
assumptions and a t t i t u d e s - cannot be r e a l i s e d through a simple 
aggregate of r e g i o n a l or n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s . They demand " f r e s h , 
g l o b a l p e r s p e c t i v e " . The e n t i r e h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m must be 
re-thought and coherent world s y l l a b u s e s planned, not a s e r i e s of 
u n r e l a t e d m i n i a t u r e s or d i s c r e t e n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s , but an 
i n t e g r a t e d framework i n t o which p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s or c u l t u r e s may be 
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k n i t t e d as a p p r o p r i a t e . That framework must give t e a c h e r s 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s to draw upon s u b j e c t - m a t t e r "not l i m i t e d by any 
g e o g r a p h i c a l r e s t r i c t i o n s " , " g l o b a l i n scope and not l i m i t e d merely 
to western c i v i l i s a t i o n " , "without temporal or s p a t i a l l i m i t s " ; to 
tap f r e e l y "the account ... of mankind's p a s t " ; to o f f e r i n s i g h t s 
i n t o " s o c i e t i e s and c u l t u r e s other than those of the student"; and to 
b r i n g out "the i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s of l i f e , events and i n s t i t u t i o n s 
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beyond the c o n f i n e s of any n a t i o n " . 
I t i s e q u a l l y c l e a r , n o n e t h e l e s s , t h a t s y l l a b u s e s should not 
attempt to cover t o t a l world h i s t o r y , to p a i n t a g i g a n t i c canvas i n 
broad b r u s h - s t o k e s , or to i n c l u d e a 'general c i v i l i s a t i o n ' approach 
l i n g 
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as recommended by Strong (1964). Such approaches, merely touching 
upon other c i v i l i s a t i o n s , have been condemned by many s c h o l a r s . 
They would be i m p r a c t i c a b l e , making u n r e a l i s t i c demands on t e a c h e r s , 
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r a i s i n g s e r i o u s q u e s t i o n s of r e s o u r c i n g , and a c c e n t u a t i n g t h a t 
problem of l i m i t e d c u r r i c u l u m space which has long concerned h i s t o r y 
educators both w i t h regard to h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m i n g e n e r a l and world 
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h i s t o r y i n p a r t i c u l a r . They would be e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l l y unsound, 
re n d e r i n g v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e a t t e n t i o n to s o u r c e s , denying 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s to develop c r i t i c a l s k i l l s , o bscuring the unique 
q u a l i t y of h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s , o f f e r i n g s c a n t opportunity f o r 
129 
i m a g i n a t i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , and promoting s u p e r f i c i a l i t y . They 
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would be p e d a g o g i c a l l y unsound, l i k e l y to p r e s s u r i s e t e a c h e r s to 
r e g r e s s to former p o s i t i o n s as knowledge-providers, the c h i l d an 
a s s i l i m a t o r of "an i l l i m i t a b l e q u a n t i t y of s c a t t e r e d m a t e r i a l " , 
f a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n of such a q u a n t i t y as l i k e l y to " s t i c k i n our 
t h r o a t s and so make i t impo s s i b l e f o r us t o chew, swallow and 
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d i g e s t " ; and simul t a n e o u s l y swamping the c h i l d w i t h a b e w i l d e r i n g 
range of concepts a t a high l e v e l of g e n e r a l i t y . Moreover, they would 
be u n l i k e l y to s a t i s f y the a f f e c t i v e g o a l s of world h i s t o r y 
education. 
I n p a r t i c u l a r , i t e s s e n t i a l f o r t e a c h e r s to avoid 
m e t a - h i s t o r i c a l overviews, attempts to e s t a b l i s h Weltanschauung, to 
see world h i s t o r y e i t h e r as determined by g e n e r a l developmental laws 
or as o f f e r i n g a p h i l o s o p h i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n of human e x i s t e n c e . Such 
overviews, i n a d d i t i o n to p r a c t i c a l , pedogogical and e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l 
problems d i s c u s s e d above, would be l i k e l y t o i n c u r o p p o s i t i o n on 
r e l i g i o u s or p o l i t i c a l grounds. Moreover, d e s p i t e the a s s o c i a t i o n of 
names such as V i c o , Hegel, Marx, Spengler, W e l l s and Toynbee, t h e i r 
v a l i d i t y has been a t t a c k e d by such as Popper (1961) and G a l l i e (1964) 
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and must be regarded w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n by school t e a c h e r s . 
Whatever approach i s adopted, whatever the d i f f e r e n t shades of 
emphasis as to g o a l s , r i g o r o u s s e l e c t i o n of m a t e r i a l w i l l be 
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e s s e n t i a l . That p r o c e s s could b e s t be pursued - w i t h i n , i t i s 
r e i t e r a t e d , a g l o b a l f a b r i c , shot through w i t h i n t e g r a t i v e t h r e a d s of 
themes - by c o n c e n t r a t i o n upon d e t a i l e d , e v i d e n t i a l 'patch' s t u d i e s 
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of s p e c i f i c a r e a s or c o u n t r i e s . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t o p i c s i l l u s t r a t i v e 
of the s o c i o - c u l t u r a l achievement of p a r t i c u l a r peoples might be 
s t u d i e d . Such a blend of patches and t o p i c s o f f e r s s e v e r a l 
advantages. I t would h e l p avoid the drawbacks of t o t a l - w o r l d h i s t o r y , 
i n p a r t i c u l a r the " g l i b g e n e r a l i s a t i o n " cautioned a g a i n s t by Batho 
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(1974). Emphasis on chronology could be reduced but a loose 
d i s c o n t i n u o u s chronology r e t a i n e d . The study of sources i n t h e i r 
s o c i o - c u l t u r a l context would be p o s s i b l e . C a r e f u l t e a c h i n g of 
concepts would be f e a s i b l e . I maginative emphathetic entry i n t o 
t h i n k i n g i n a d i s s i m i l a r c u l t u r a l m i l i e u , a p p r e c i a t i o n of the common 
t r a i t s of persons and s o c i e t i e s , informed and sympathetic c o n t r a s t 
between c u l t u r e s , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of f a c t o r s of c u l t u r a l t r a n s m i s s i o n 
and e c l e c t i c i s m , and of autochthony, c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the a r t i s t i c , 
l i t e r a r y , i n t e l l e c t u a l , s p i r i t u a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements of 
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s o c i e t i e s i n r e l a t i o n to t h e i r s o c i a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l 
p a t t e r n s , a t t e n t i o n both to the h e r o i c f i g u r e s and 
man-in-the-morning-train of those s o c i e t i e s , and c r i t i c a l study of 
st e r e o t y p e d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s would a l l be f a c i l i t a t e d . Moreover, 
understandings and i n s i g h t s a c q u i r e d through study of s p e c i f i c 
s o c i e t i e s appear to be t r a n s f e r a b l e . The t e a c h e r could expect t h a t 
"even i f he has time to study only one country h i s p u p i l s w i l l be 
p redisposed to a b e t t e r and more sympathetic understanding of peoples 
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of other c o u n t r i e s as w e l l " . I n s h o r t , study of patches and t o p i c s 
i n g l o b a l p e r s p e c t i v e could s a t i s f y the c o g n i t i v e and a f f e c t i v e 
o b j e c t i v e s of 'world e d u c a t i o n 1 as advocated by Henderson (1968) and 
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Heater (1980) w h i l s t meeting a l l the c r i t e r i a of v a l i d i t y 
demanded of any h i s t o r i c a l study. 
The patches and t o p i c s should not be drawn e x c l u s i v e l y or 
predominantly from one country or region. The pool must be g l o b a l . 
N e i t h e r should they be chosen s o l e l y from the h i s t o r i e s of the 
world's dominant e x p a n i o n i s t peoples, i n c l u d i n g the Chinese. On the 
other hand, i f understanding c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n i s a b a s i c g oal, to 
say nothing of comprehension of the contemporary world, i t would be 
an emasculated world h i s t o r y course which f a i l e d to s c r u t i n i s e the 
h i s t o r i c a l e xperience of those dominant peoples. The arguments f o r so 
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doing i n the case of China have been e l a b o r a t e d e a r l i e r , and 
exemplary patches and t o p i c s from Chinese h i s t o r y w i l l be c onsidered 
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i n the c l o s i n g chapter of t h i s study. 
C e r t a i n b a s i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , then, should underpin any Chinese 
h i s t o r y taught i n b r i t i s h s c h o o l s . F i r s t , i t must be s e t a g a i n s t a 
broader b a c k c l o t h of h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development. I t must promote 
the goals of b r i n g i n g out the s u b j e c t ' s i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t and 
importance; encouraging i m a g i n a t i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n from a study of 
evidence; f o c u s i n g on i n d i v i d u a l s , h e r o i c and common; h i g h l i g h t i n g 
s c i e n t i f i c , t e c h n o l o g i c a l and c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y ; drawing from r e c e n t 
and e a r l i e r times; p r i o r i t i s i n g c h i l d - c e n t r e d n e s s ; pursuing 
b e h a v i o u r a l o b j e c t i v e s ; b r i n g i n g out c e n t r a l o r g a n i z i n g concepts; 
t a k i n g i n t o account and c a p i t a l i s i n g upon c h i l d r e n ' s conceptual 
* 
And of ' m u l t i - c u l t u r a l education', as expounded by Hicks, i n 
Education 3-13, 9,1,1981,15. 
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development; t e a c h i n g by l a r g e l y c o n c r e t e , e n a c t i v e and i k o n i c 
approaches and m a t e r i a l s s t r e s s i n g the pro c e s s of i n q u i r y ; and i n 
ge n e r a l b u i l d i n g upon the g a i n s made by the New H i s t o r y of r e c e n t 
decades. 
Second, i t must promote the s p e c i f i c goals of world h i s t o r y 
s t u d i e s . I t must give i n s i g h t i n t o contemporary world problems; show 
c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m y e t draw out f o r c h i l d r e n the common v a l u e s and 
purposes of humanity; demonstrate both c u l t u r a l t r a n s m i s s i o n and 
autochthony; h i g h l i g h t the common p o s s e s s i o n of both ' t r a d i t i o n ' and 
'progress'; make d i f f e r e n t i a l and comparative s t u d i e s ; h e l p c h i l d r e n 
develop a t t i t u d e s of 'world-mindedness' and q u e s t i o n t h e i r own 
assumptions; and undermine s t e r e o t y p i n g . The study of Chinese 
h i s t o r y should not be i s o l a t e d from world h i s t o r y g o a l s . Merely 
adding Chinese to european h i s t o r y , or r e p l a c i n g b r i t i s h w i t h Chinese 
t o p i c s or patches i s no s u b s t i t u t e f o r the c a r e f u l development of 
world h i s t o r y courses o f f e r i n g t e a c h e r s a g l o b a l range of 
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sub]ect-matter. 
T h i r d , no attempt should be made to t e a c h a s y s t e m a t i c , 
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c h r o n o l o g i c a l and continuous h i s t o r y of China. 
Fourth, the dreamlike and t r a n q u i l w i l l o w - p a t t e r n image must be 
avoided. Besides i t s p o t e n t i a l f o r harmful s t e r e o t y p i n g , i t i s a l s o 
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h i s t o r i c a l l y i n a c c u r a t e . 
F i f t h , China should not be po r t r a y e d too glowingly, occupied by 
"one of the most i n d u s t r i o u s people on e a r t h ... a ra c e imbued w i t h 
some of the h i g h e s t i d e a l s f o r noble human l i f e " , and having 
" p r a c t i s ' d the most pure M o r a l i t y , w h i l e Europe and almost a l l the 
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World wallow'd i n E r r o r and Co r r u p t i o n " . 
S i x t h , conservatism and t r a d i t i o n a l i s m should not be 
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o v e r - s t r e s s e d . The 'unchanging C h i n a 1 s t e r e o t y p e should be 
avoided. Gernet (1962) has c o r r e c t l y pointed out t h a t " I f our own 
c i v i l i s a t i o n had been as much negle c t e d by h i s t o r i a n s , and i f the 
complexity of i t s development had been as l i t t l e understood ... i t , 
too, would run the r i s k of d i s p l a y i n g the same m a j e s t i c immobility, 
and a c e r t a i n Chinese q u a l i t y of permanence might be d e t e c t e d i n some 
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of i t s t r a d i t i o n s and mental a t t i t u d e s " . 
Seventh, w h i l s t China's i n t r i n s i c f a s c i n a t i o n and apparently 
e x o t i c q u a l i t i e s should be c a p i t a l i s e d upon i n p u r s u i t of i n t e r e s t 
and imaginative p r o j e c t i o n , mysterious s t e r e o t y p e s of "an i n f i n i t e l y 
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complex enigma which only s p e c i a l i s t s can ... decipher", should be 
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avoided. D i f f e r e n c e s from our own l i f e s t y l e and c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n 
should not be o v e r s t r e s s e d . Morris (1956) c l e a r l y demonstrated t h a t 
such d i f f e r e n c e s were not i n t r i n s i c , t h a t t h e r e was fundamental 
East-West agreement on such as p r e s e r v a t i o n of e x c e l l e n c e , 
sympathetic concern and mastery of change. Both Feakes (1953) and 
C a r n i e (1971) u n d e r l i n e d the e d u c a t i o n a l n e c e s s i t y of c h i l d r e n ' s 
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r e a l i s a t i o n of the f a c t . Thus, the 'normality' of the h i s t o r i c a l 
e x perience of the Chinese should wherever p o s s i b l e be brought out 
through more concrete a s p e c t s of human r e l a t i o n s h i p s , f a m i l y l i f e and 
l o y a l t i e s , education, t r a n s p o r t , b u i l d i n g s and economic a c t i v i t y . 
Documentary and l i t e r a r y evidence should be used to i l l u s t r a t e t h a t 
the Chinese are o r d i n a r y people, t h a t , as Mundy observed (1637) "they 
e a t v e r y o f t e n and are g r e a t D r i n c k e r s , F e s t i v a l l , F r o l i c k e and 
147 
F r e e " . I t i s c r u c i a l l y important t h a t China i s not de-humanised 
by group-stereotyping as a land peopled v a r i o u s l y throughout h i s t o r y 
by t o i l i n g p e a s ants, rickshawmen, blue a n t s , c r u e l and e f f e t e 
mandarins, s e c r e t s o c i e t y k i l l e r s , m e r c i l e s s w a r l o r d s , f a n a t i c a l 
communists and m a r t i a l a r t s e x p e r t s ; and t h a t i n d i v i d u a l Chinese are 
not c h a r a c t e r i s e d as shadowy, f e a t u r e l e s s , impassive, i n s c r u t a b l e , 
cunning, f i e n d i s h , h a l f - w i t t e d , s t o i c a l or impervious to p a i n . 
E i g h t h , China must not be p o r t r a y e d i n european terms or seen simply 
as an e x t e n s i o n of european a c t i v i t i e s . Words such as 'discovery' 
and 'opening-up' should be s e t a s i d e . European p e r i o d i s a t i o n should 
not be a p p l i e d . Most importantly, as Macartney r e a l i s e d i n 1793, 
China should not be judged i n the l i g h t of western m o r a l - e t h i c a l 
c r i t e r i a and f e a t u r e s . 
Ninth, c h i l d r e n should be shown the u n i v e r s a l appeal of some 
a s p e c t s of Chinese h i s t o r y , i t s i n t e r e s t to humanity f o r i t s own 
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sake. One p r e - r e q u i s i t e would be to emphasise both h e r o i c 
l e a d e r s h i p and d i s p l a y of outstanding human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s by common 
men, whether peasants or soldiers.^® 
Tenth, e a r l i e r h i s t o r y should be s t u d i e d . Teachers should not 
r i s k ' c u l t u r e - s h o c k i n g ' p u p i l s by i n t r o d u c i n g them only to the r e c e n t 
Chinese h i s t o r y found i n the v a r i o u s 'world h i s t o r y 1 GCE/CSE 
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examination s y l l a b u s e s . 
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E l e v e n t h , Chinese h i s t o r y should be p r e s e n t e d ' i n the round'. 
C h i l d r e n must understand t h a t "the t r u e h i s t o r y of China i s w r i t t e n , 
not i n the r u t h l e s s s t r u g g l e s f o r power, but i n her a r t and 
l i t e r a t u r e , f a m i l y l i f e ... and broad, humane philosophy", and t h a t 
"by ... the wealth and q u a l i t y of i t s c u l t u r e , the p l a c e which i t has 
occupied i n the h i s t o r y of c i v i l i s a t i o n ... and the profoundly humane 
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c h a r a c t e r of i t s i d e a l s , China i s e n t i t l e d to a l l r e s p e c t " . T h i s 
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i s important not only f o r u n d e r l i n i n g Chinese humanity, but a l s o 
f o r adorning Chinese h i s t o r y w i t h r i c h d e t a i l . T o p i c s can be 
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i l l u s t r a t e d from t r a n s l a t e d n o v e l s , n o v e l l a s and poetry, and w i t h 
Chinese artworks. 
T w e l f t h , China's w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance should be 
u n d e r l i n e d - her c o n t r i b u t i o n to world ( i n c l u d i n g western) 
philosophy, a r t , l i t e r a t u r e , s c i e n c e , technology and p o l i t i c a l 
development. Her r o l e i n e a s t a s i a n h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e should a l s o 
155 
be brought out. 
E s s e n t i a l to a l l these goals i s l i b e r a l use of p u b l i s h e d 
s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l s . That i n c l u d e s eye-witness accounts by european 
v i s i t o r s , Polo to the p r e s e n t , r e p l e t e w i t h d e t a i l on the p o l i t i c a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n , law, economy, c i t i e s , s o c i a l and f a m i l y l i f e , r e l i g i o n , 
customs and c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s of Chinese people, mighty and low. 
Many such accounts, i n c l u d i n g those of Polo, P e r e i r a , da Cruz, de 
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Rada, R i c c i , Mundy, du Halde, Macartney and Fortune are a v a i l a b l e 
i n E n g l i s h . Thus, even i f only western m a t e r i a l s were a c c e s s i b l e , i t 
i s i n c o r r e c t to aver t h a t the t e a c h e r must depend l a r g e l y upon 
secondary sources f o r t e a c h i n g purposes. 
However, i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t indigenous sources be u t i l i s e d , to 
g i v e i n s i g h t i n t o Chinese h i s t o r y "as the Chinese themselves see i t , 
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and as they p r e s e n t i t to o t h e r s " . Without t h i s , the development 
of a f f e c t i v e understandings i s l i k e l y to be stunted and the enduring 
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v a l u e s of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n not comprehended. Nor i s i t l i k e l y 
I n c l u d i n g , as G. Canguilhem, Teaching of philosophy, 1953, 194, 
has suggested f o r a l l world s t u d i e s , some of the more concrete 
a s p e c t s of her philosophy and s o c i a l e t h i c s . The p r a c t i c a l i t y 
of t h i s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f l i n k e d to c o n t r a s t w i t h the c h i l d ' s own 
s o c i a l e x p erience, has been accepted by R.N. Hallam, i n B a l l a r d , 
New movements, 1970, 169. 
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t h a t the c o g n i t i v e and ima g i n a t i v e goals of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n 
ge n e r a l w i l l be reached. I n t h i s regard Doncaster's r e s e a r c h (1973) 
was s i g n i f i c a n t , concluding t h a t " i t i s c l e a r t h a t the use of 
non-western primary sources can he l p to t r a i n p u p i l s i n the s k i l l s of 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n the same way as can work w i t h b r i t i s h sources of a 
. ., „ 160 s i m i l a r type . 
A c o n s i d e r a b l e amount of n a t i v e s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l , ranging from 
near-contemporary h i s t o r i e s to p h i l o s o p h i c a l w r i t i n g s , manuals of 
e t i q u e t t e , memorials to the crown, i m p e r i a l e d i c t s , l i t e r a t u r e and 
autobiography i s now a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h . Some has been 
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c o n s o l i d a t e d i n t o e d i t e d c o l l e c t i o n s , other m a t e r i a l has formed 
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the b a s i s of h i s t o r i c a l monographs, and though as w i t h western 
sources not a l l are immediately a v a i l a b l e , a l l may be found i n the 
s p e c i a l i s t o r i e n t a l l i b r a r i e s or ordered through the B r i t i s h L i b r a r y 
and drawn upon according to the needs, a p t i t u d e s and i n t e r e s t s of h i s 
c l a s s by any t e a c h e r . 
To c i t e only autobiography, any study of l a t e t r a d i t i o n a l China 
could draw upon a wealth of m a t e r i a l conducive both to 
'worldmindedness' and the development of h i s t o r i c a l s k i l l s . For 
i n s t a n c e , Hsieh Ping-ying's d e s c r i p t i o n (1943) of f a t h e r - c h i l d 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s could resource a v a r i e t y of c o g n i t i v e and a f f e c t i v e 
e x e r c i s e s i n h i s t o r y , as could Chiang Yee's r e c o l l e c t i o n s (1946) of 
v i s i t i n g h i s mother's grave, and t r a d i t i o n a l a t t i t u d e s to food, or 
"Fa t h e r used to come home i n a sedan-chair ... While my mother 
went i n t o the house to prepare b o i l i n g water to make t e a , I 
would run r a c i n g ... to g r e e t my f a t h e r ... (He) would not be i n 
h i s sedan c h a i r by t h a t time because about 8 L i from the house 
he would get down and walk ... ( s i n c e ) from t h a t p o i n t onwards 
were the graves of our a n c e s t o r s , and a f t e r t h a t the houses 
where some of our e l d e r s were l i v i n g , and i t would be c o n t r a r y 
to the p r o p r i e t i e s i f he passed ... i n a sedan c h a i r ... I would 
climb up my f a t h e r and hold t i g h t to h i s shoulder ... i n the 
w i n t e r he would wrap me i n h i s f u r coat, f e a r i n g t h a t I would 
c a t c h c o l d ... F a t h e r would buy n i c e t h i n g s f o r grandmother to 
ea t , as w e l l as buying me some of a s p e c i a l k i n d of p r e t t y 
l i t t l e buns (with) pepper i n ... When my f a t h e r was a t home he 
would always spend h i s days i n the garden, weeding the lawn and 
watering the p l a n t s " . (Hsieh Ping-ying, Autobiography of a 
Chinese g i r l , 1943, 34-6). (See a l s o 76-81, 82-84, 89-91). 
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b o y - g i r l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
I n such source-based approaches, the m a t e r i a l need not be 
regarded as s a c r o s a n c t . The o r i g i n a l language need not be pr e s e r v e d , 
so long as the e s s e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r and meaning are safeguarded, and 
i t i s made c l e a r where m o d i f i c a t i o n s have taken p l a c e . 
S i m p l i f i c a t i o n and a b b r e v i a t i o n a r e a c c e p t a b l e , indeed u s u a l l y 
e s s e n t i a l . Conceptual and l i n g u i s t i c problems can i n t h a t way be 
t a c k l e d by the te a c h e r before the source reaches the c h i l d . Even so, 
problems s p e c i f i c to Chinese l i f e and c u l t u r e w i l l always be thrown 
up. Doncaster (1973) experienced numerous d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h her 
experimental g r o u p . T h u s , although t h e r e i s no need f o r e x c e s s i v e 
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concern provided the " f e r o c i o u s p u r i s t s " can be d i s r e g a r d e d and 
simple forms of names used - many Chinese concepts, such as f i l i a l 
l o y a l t y , The Way or mandate of heaven a r e no more d i f f i c u l t than 
Western e q u i v a l e n t s such as feudalism, j u s t i f i c a t i o n by f a i t h or 
d i v i n e r i g h t - c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n must always be p a i d to the concepts 
and terminology of Chinese h i s t o r y . 'Dynasty', 'emperor', 'eunuch', 
'dowager', 'ancestor', ' f i l i a l ' , 'mandarin', 'war-lord', 'Confucian', 
' t a o i s t ' , 'buddhist', ' s G t r a ' , 'ode', ' a n a l e c t s ' , ' barbarian', and 
'memorial', a r e obvious examples. 
Some d i d a c t i c method i s c l e a r l y i n e v i t a b l e , but i t i s important 
t h a t the a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts i n p r a c t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s i s 
(a) " F a t h e r remarked how w e l l the p l a n t s were growing 
(they) had been p l a n t e d by f a t h e r h i m s e l f a t the time of 
mother's b u r i a l . F u r t h e r down the slope were masses of w i l d 
a z a l e a s , and the c o n t r a s t of the deep red and green made a 
b e a u t i f u l p i c t u r e . F a t h e r seemed v e r y p l e a s e d ... but he sighed 
deeply a t times ... we were a l l s i l e n t f o r a w h i l e " . 
(b) "We were taught not to le a v e a s i n g l e g r a i n of r i c e i n our 
bowl or to drop any on the t a b l e or f l o o r ... We were reminded 
t h a t each ... had formed p a r t of the farmer's labour ... and 
caused him to worry about drought and food ... (We ought) to 
t h i n k of those who might not have had a s i n g l e g r a i n to e a t f o r 
some time". 
(c) "The g i r l s i n our house had many p r i v i l e g e s ... (They) 
could invade a b o y 1 s room and t u r n e v e r y t h i n g t o p s y - t u r v y , but 
no boy dared i n t r u d e upon a g i r l " . (His g i r l - f r i e n d , aged 10, 
d i e d ) . "Most of my f a m i l y had p r a c t i c a l l y f o r g o t t e n her. But I 
had not. I went i n t o the garden and c r i e d f o r a long time. 
Nobody d i s t u r b e d me". (Chiang Yee, A Chinese childhood, 1946, 
125, 293, 164, 160). 
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understood. C h i l d r e n should use newly-met concepts i n d i f f e r e n t 
s i t u a t i o n s . With Confucianism, f o r example, a f t e r a b r i e f 
e x p l a n a t i o n p u p i l s might be asked what changes would f o l l o w i n t h e i r 
own f a m i l y and s o c i a l l i f e i f England became Confucian. When 
t a c k l i n g Chinese communism, c h i l d r e n could a t t a c k the KMT reform 
programme i n c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h peasants; make a speech by Chiang i n 
r e p l y to communist c r i t i c i s m s ; or dramatise h i s ' t r i a l ' . 
Source-focused approaches should r e q u i r e the c h i l d to c o n s i d e r 
the v a l u e and o r i g i n of the source; comprehend; re-phrase or 
summarise; compare; produce e q u i v a l e n t s ; s y n t h e s i s e the context; make 
i n f e r e n c e s as to motivation; a s s e s s viewpoints; p r o j e c t h i m s e l f i n t o 
the h i s t o r i c a l s i t u a t i o n ; s p e c u l a t e ; attempt problem-solving; compose 
imag i n a t i v e c o n v e r s a t i o n s , i n t e r v i e w s , l e t t e r s , d i a r i e s and news 
b u l l e t i n s ; and c r e a t e emotional responses to s i t u a t i o n s through 
poetry or r o l e - p l a y . The T r e a t y of Nanking (1842) and a s s o c i a t e d 
sources o f f e r a u s e f u l example of what i s suggested. (a) What k i n d 
of source i s the t r e a t y ? (b) Why was i t w r i t t e n ? (c) How many towns 
could the b r i t i s h t r a d e through? (d) What i s l a n d d i d China cede to 
B r i t a i n ? (e) Why d i d China have to pay a f i n e ? ( f ) On a blank map, 
i n s e r t a l l towns and i s l a n d s r e f e r r e d to. (g) I t e m i s e the c o s t of 
the war to China. (h) L i s t the advantages f o r B r i t a i n . ( i ) Read an 
e x t r a c t from the T r e a t y of Vienna, 1815: how was France t r e a t e d 
d i f f e r e n t l y ? ( j ) What s i m i l a r i t i e s can be seen? (k) Why had 
c o n f l i c t o c c urred i n 1839? (1) Why d i d B r i t a i n want t r a d i n g o u t l e t s ? 
(m) Why d i d China oppose the opium trade? (n) What can be s a i d f o r 
the r e s p e c t i v e p o i n t s of view? (o) Was the t r e a t y j u s t i f i e d ? (p) 
Read Commisioner L i n ' s l e t t e r to f o r e i g n merchants. What does t h i s 
suggest about Chinese a t t i t u d e s to f o r e i g n e r s ? (q) Look a t the map 
of Southern China and the summary of both s i d e s ' r e s o u r c e s : what 
m i l i t a r y deployments would you make? (r) Read J o c e l y n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n 
of the bombardment of T i n g - h a i : w r i t e a l e t t e r from a Chinese 
s o l d i e r d e s c r i b i n g the a t t a c k . (s) Tape a c o n v e r s a t i o n between two 
Chinese about the occupation of T i n g - h a i . (t) Read L i n ' s r e p o r t s of 
August 16th and September 24th 1840, then w i t h a f r i e n d imagine you 
are a newspaperman i n t e r v i e w i n g him about the r e p o r t s . (u) Read Chu 
Shih-yun's d e s c r i p t i o n s of the B r i t i s h i n Chinkiang, then tape a news 
b u l l e t i n d e s c r i b i n g the f a l l of the town. (v) When you have read a l l 
the documents, w r i t e , w i t h f r i e n d s , h e a d l i n e s and accounts, p l u s 
l e a d i n g a r t i c l e s , which the London Mirror and Peking News might have 
p r i n t e d i n September 4th 1839 and August 29th 1842. (w) Should China 
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c l a i m Hong Kong today? (x) Imagine you are a Chinese who b e l i e v e s 
Hong Kong should be recovered. R e f e r r i n g both to the p r e s e n t and the 
h i s t o r i c a l background, w r i t e l e t t e r s to newspapers, poetry, songs or 
sl o g a n s , and p a i n t a p o s t e r demanding a c t i o n . (y) With f r i e n d s , 
s i m u l a t e a d i s c u s s i o n between b r i t i s h and Chinese o f f i c i a l s as to the 
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amicable management and long-term s o l u t i o n of the problem. 
Chinese sources have another major v a l u e , however, namely the 
demonstration of c u l t u r a l autochthony, c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n and 
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s i m i l a r i t y of s o c i a l and i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e s . Relevant 
t o p i c s might i n c l u d e the h i s t o r i c a l i d e a l of c l a s s i c a l a n t i q u i t y ; the 
'golden ages' of philosophy i n Greece and China; r e l i g i o n ; 
h i s t o r i o g r a p h y ; technology; b u i l d i n g s ; c i t i e s ; sea and land 
e x p l o r a t i o n ; i m p e r i a l expansion; even common f e a t u r e s between Chinese 
westward expansion and the American West. Classroom use of Chinese 
and western p a i n t i n g s , cartoons, p o s t e r s , music, poetry, l e t t e r s , 
d i a r i e s , o f f i c i a l papers and contemporary h i s t o r i e s i s i n v a l u a b l e to 
t h a t comparative p r o c e s s . Concrete d e t a i l i s e s s e n t i a l . For 
i n s t a n c e , a t e a c h e r seeking to e s t a b l i s h the p o i n t t h a t b a r b a r i t y has 
never been e x c l u s i v e to e i t h e r E a s t or West might begin w i t h 
W i l l i a m s ' (1847) d e t a i l s on t o r t u r e and execution i n Manchu China, 
then c o n s i d e r E v e l y n ' s (1650s-80s) d e s c r i p t i o n s of the t o r t u r e and 
execution of m a l e f a c t o r s i n France and E n g l a n d . 1 ^ 7 Comparative and 
e v a l u a t i v e d i s c u s s i o n , debate, r o l e - p l a y , art-work, imaginative 
w r i t i n g and other h i s t o r i c a l e x e r c i s e s could then ensue, broadening 
out i n t o patch s t u d i e s l o o k i n g s i m i l a r l y a t happier a s p e c t s of s o c i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s and c u l t u r a l achievement i n the two l a t e t r a d i t i o n a l 
s o c i e t i e s . 
The q u e s t i o n then a r i s e s as to who should or could g i v e a l e a d 
i n developing world h i s t o r y s t u d i e s along the l i n e s suggested - and 
t h e r e i s cause f o r pessimism. Support from higher education, both i n 
the content of f i r s t degree courses and of t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g 
programmes, i s e s s e n t i a l f o r any h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m development, but 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n h i t h e r t o n e g l e c t e d a s p e c t s such as world and 
non-european s t u d i e s . U n i v e r s i t y and p o l y t e c h n i c academics need to 
imbue t h e i r t e a c h i n g w i t h g l o b a l v i s i o n and a b e l i e f i n the e s s e n t i a l 
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u n i t y of mankind. I d e a l l y , they would respond to the contemporary 
needs of s c h o o l s and o f f e r an expanded range of options i n 
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source-based world h i s t o r y s t u d i e s emphasising philosophy, 
l i t e r a t u r e , r e l i g i o n , the a r t s and s c i e n c e s , and b r i n g i n g out both 
c u l t u r a l autochthony and e c l e c t i c i s m . T e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g programmes, 
both i n i t i a l and i n - s e r v i c e , would focus on the d e s i g n i n g , r e s o u r c i n g 
and t e a c h i n g of world and non-european h i s t o r y c o u r s e s . 
Examples of the r o l e h i g h e r education can p l a y are found i n the 
a s s i s t a n c e given by the Oslo U n i v e r s i t y E d u c a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e and the 
Centre N a t i o n a l de Documentation Pedagogique i n launching Unesco's 
a s s o c i a t e d s c h o o l s p r o j e c t ; the l e a d e r s h i p given to the S o c i a l 
S t u d i e s Curriculum Development Program by the Carnegie I n s t i t u t e of 
Technology; and a t home, the l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d support from the London 
I n s t i t u t e of Education and School of O r i e n t a l and A f r i c a n S t u d i e s f o r 
world s t u d i e s and t e a c h e r - e d u c a t i o n and experimental examination 
s y l l a b u s e s , Leeds U n i v e r s i t y ' s support f o r the Schools C o u n c i l ' s 
H i s t o r y 13-16 p r o j e c t , and the work of i n d i v i d u a l s such as 
Barraclough, B u t t e r f i e l d , Henderson, Lauwerys, O'Connor, Roberts and 
Toynbee. R e g r e t t a b l y , those and other i n i t i a t i v e s have not r e f l e c t e d 
any widespread t r e n d towards world h i s t o r y i n higher education 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , which i n t h a t r e s p e c t have g e n e r a l l y e x e r c i s e d negative 
i n f l u e n c e over t e a c h e r - e d u c a t i o n , r e s e a r c h , and school examination 
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s y l l a b u s e s . Moreover, th e r e i s no p u b l i s h e d evidence of imminent 
or p u t a t i v e change. As r e c e n t l y as 1977, i n an a r t i c l e i n H i s t o r y , 
one u n i v e r s i t y t e a c h e r was i n s i s t i n g t h a t the r e n a i s s a n c e , the 
e n g l i s h c i v i l war, the f r e n c h r e v o l u t i o n and the b r i t i s h empire were 
" b a s i c s u b j e c t s " i n h i s t o r i c a l education, as a g a i n s t u n s p e c i f i e d 
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" f r i l l s " . No subsequent correspondence c h a l l e n g e d h i s a s s e r t i o n s . 
Lack of i n i t i a t i v e s from the u n i v e r s i t i e s , p l u s the DES, the 
i n s p e c t o r a t e , the H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , the Royal H i s t o r i c a l 
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S o c i e t y and the major academic and p r o f e s s i o n a l j o u r n a l s has 
i m p l i c a t i o n s i n r e s p e c t of what can reasonably be expected of 
t e a c h e r s , whose h o r i z o n s are overshadowed by what they themselves 
experienced or f a i l e d to experience during t h e i r own school and 
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subsequent education. Old mental h a b i t s d i e hard, e s p e c i a l l y when 
b u t t r e s s e d by ignorance. That " i t i s the nature of t e a c h e r s to t e a c h 
what they know, however l i t t l e t h a t may be" to t e a c h what they have 
been taught and to avoid what they have not been taught, has been 
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accepted by numerous d i s t i n g u i s h e d o b s e r v e r s . P a r t i c u l a r l y 
t e l l i n g evidence of t h e i r c o nservatism and u n w i l l i n g n e s s to 
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contemplate cou r s e s of p r o f e s s i o n a l development was o f f e r e d by 
H a r r i e s i n 1974. Only 45% of her sample saw human understanding a s a 
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l e a d i n g aim of h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . I n the 1960s, only 36 b r i t i s h 
t e a c h e r s submitted e n t r i e s f o r the Pa r l i a m e n t a r y Group f o r World 
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Government's 'one-world' examination s y l l a b u s competition. 
Moreover, as Lodge's survey of 136 t e a c h e r s showed (1980) t h e r e may 
be good grounds f o r doubting the p r o f e s s i o n a l competence of many 
t e a c h e r s w i t h regard to s e l e c t i o n of t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s . 1 7 ^ 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n a n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n where th e r e i s no c e n t r a l 
c u r r i c u l u m i m p o s i t i o n , the onus i n a l l c u r r i c u l u m development must 
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f a l l p r i m a r i l y upon the t e a c h e r . That t h i s i s t r u e w i t h s p e c i f i c 
regard to the broadening of h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s e s - p r e f e r a b l y i n c l o s e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h u n i v e r s i t i e s , examining boards and t e a c h e r s ' 178 179 c e n t r e s - has long been recog n i s e d . The examining boards, 
though i n t r o d u c i n g 'world h i s t o r y ' s y l l a b u s e s s i n c e the 1960s, have 
not g e n e r a l l y i n t e r p r e t e d t h e i r r o l e as c h a n g e - i n i t i a t o r s , and have 
tended to r e f l e c t and r e i n f o r c e the u n i v e r s i t i e s ' dead hand both i n 
180 Ckanje content and approaches. Y e t to c o n s i d e r e d u c a t i o n a l ^ w i t h o u t 
r e f e r e n c e to examination requirements " i s l i k e p l a y i n g Hamlet without 
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the P r i n c e " . Macintosh and Smith (1974) have shown, however, how 
t e a c h e r s can promote development of examination s y l l a b u s e s they 
favour, w h i l s t the DES has openly advocated t h a t the c u r r i c u l u m 
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should govern the examinations, and not v i c e - v e r s a . The onus f o r 
change has thus been f i r m l y t h r u s t upon the t e a c h e r s and the s c h o o l s . 
I f t e a c h e r s , even the committed, a re to give l e a d e r s h i p to 
h i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m reform, t h e i r path w i l l not be eased by 
o v e r - e n t h u s i a s t i c p r e s s u r e from well-meaning ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
understanding', 'peace s t u d i e s ' or ' m u l t i - c u l t u r a l education' 
a p o l o g i s t s . Henderson (1968) warned t h a t sympathetic t e a c h e r s would 
i n c r e a s i n g l y face an "agonising dilemma" i n b a l a n c i n g t h e i r own 
g l o b a l humane v i s i o n a g a i n s t c o n t r a d i c t o r y p r e s s u r e s from v a r i o u s 
183 
q u a r t e r s . I d e a s t h a t c u r r i c u l u m i n n o v a t i o n i n any d i s c i p l i n e can 
be pushed through "grand-scale or Utopian and c a r t e blanche or 
184 
ab i n i t i o " have been r e j e c t e d by such as H i r s t (1980). Thus, 
without l o s i n g s i g h t of the goal of a comprehensively planned world 
h i s t o r y s y l l a b u s , the t a c t i c i n most s c h o o l s should be to look f o r 
ways i n which what i s a l r e a d y being done can be b u i l t upon. Proposed 
changes should be c a u t i o u s l y r e a l i s t i c , capable of easy step-by-step 
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implementation i n c u r r e n t c u r r i c u l a . Reformers should seek to bridge 
the gap between the v i s i o n a r y i d e a l and the p r a c t i c a l and avoid 
r a d i c a l g e n e r a l i s e d t h e o r i s a t i o n which might a l i e n a t e p r a c t i t i o n e r s , 
185 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and p a r e n t s . Toynbee's "l'audace, encore l'audace" 
should be r e s i s t e d . H i s t o r y c u r r i c u l u m reform must i n s h o r t pursue 
what K e l l y (1980) termed "adaptive aims", whereby t e a c h e r s " w i l l 
adapt some a s p e c t s of an i n n o v a t i o n to t h e i r c u r r e n t p r a c t i c e - a 
compromise between the ' i d e a l s ' of the i n n o v a t i o n and the ' r e a l i t i e s ' 
186 
which a t e a c h e r has to contend w i t h . " 
One imperative r e a l i t y i s t h a t world and non-european h i s t o r y 
must not be r e p r e s e n t e d as i n o p p o s i t i o n to or n e c e s s i t a t i n g the 
e x c l u s i o n of e i t h e r l o c a l , n a t i o n a l or european h i s t o r y i n our 
187 
s c h o o l s , or as a s p i r i n g to undermine genuine and open-minded 
p a t r i o t i s m . Such a t t i t u d e s would court d i s a s t e r . That a r e d u c t i o n of 
emphasis on the n a t i o n a l s t o r y i s e s s e n t i a l has been a c e n t r a l 
188 
argument of t h i s study. Others concur. I t i s not easy f o r schools 
to j u s t i f y sending young persons i n t o the world who have spent t h e i r 
s i x t h form h i s t o r y time working on the h i s t o r y of b r i t i s h s a n i t a r y 
189 
l e g i s l a t i o n before 1911. But as v i r t u a l l y a l l major world h i s t o r y 
advocates, i n c l u d i n g W e l l s (1921) Lauwerys (1953) H i l l (1953) Dance 
(1970) and Henderson (1968,1972,1979) have i n s i s t e d , the immediate, 
the l o c a l / e n v i r o n m e n t a l and the n a t i o n a l must a l l be accepted as 
190 
e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s of any world h i s t o r y course. 
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Chapter Ten; The teaching of Chinese h i s t o r y i n schools: t o p i c s and 
resources. 
I r r e s p e c t i v e of a l l other considerations i t i s obvious t h a t 
anyone attempting t o develop courses subject t o the p r e v i o u s l y 
suggested parameters must d i f f e r sharply both i n knowledge base and 
a t t i t u d e from the t r a d i t i o n a l u n i v e r s i t y or college t r a i n e d teacher. 
Thus, pending m o d i f i c a t i o n of u n i v e r s i t y degree and t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g 
course contents, i n - s e r v i c e p r o v i s i o n and the p r o f e s s i o n a l and 
academic h i s t o r y j o u r n a l s , w o r l d - h i s t o r y teachers must of necessity 
pursue s e l f - e d u c a t i o n i n i t i a t i v e s . 1 Support w i l l c e r t a i n l y continue 
from such as SOAS, ILEA and the CEWC. Nonetheless, f o r most teachers 
any plan of personal development w i l l be l a r g e l y s e l f - d i r e c t e d . 
Sensible, l i m i t e d but s e n s i t i v e l y selected reading guidance f o r 
teachers w i t h l i t t l e previous t r a i n i n g i n or knowledge o f broader 
h i s t o r i c a l perspectives and which could be pursued a t an i n d i v i d u a l 
pace, t a k i n g i n t o account time a v a i l a b i l i t y and what i s p o s s i b l e and 
appropriate i n respect of t h e i r own schools and p u p i l s , i s r e q u i r e d . 
Such a programme i s expanded i n the f o l l o w i n g pages, but g i v i n g 
s p e c i f i c a t t e n t i o n to Chinese h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e as a paradigm. 
The programme i s d e t a i l e d , but i t i s not suggested t h a t a p r a c t i s i n g 
h i s t o r y teacher would have time, i n c l i n a t i o n or necessity t o look a t 
other than a small m i n o r i t y of what i s suggested. M a t e r i a l 
subsequent t o t h i s p o i n t represents a layman's guide t o the range of 
academic h i s t o r i e s , t e x t u a l s t u d i e s , monographs and a r t i c l e s on China 
which could be comprehended w i t h l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y by the average 
teacher, plus an e v a l u a t i o n of books and other m a t e r i a l s f o r use i n 
schools. 
I n respect of world h i s t o r y , only l i m i t e d suggestions are 
p o s s i b l e . World studies i n general should i n i t i a l l y be approached 
through Heater's important monograph (1980). F r a d i e r (1959) 
Henderson (1968) and Roberts (1970) would also repay study. 
Handbooks by Richardson (1979) Fisher and Hicks (1981) and 
* 
Book t i t l e s are given only i n annotations. As a guide t o 
manageability, the number of pages i s given i n most cases. 
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Richardson, Flood and F i s h e r (N.D.) g i v e p r a c t i c a l guidance. 
H i s t o r y ' s r o l e i n a 'world' scheme i s b e s t approached through 
Henderson (1979). The H i l l and Lauwerys Unesco b o o k l e t s (1953) and 
3 
the DES pamphlet (1967) are s t i l l worth looking a t . More 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n s were essayed by Barraclough (1956, 
1962) B u t t e r f i e l d (1971) and McNeill (1971). P u l l e y b l a n k ' s i n a u g u r a l 
l e c t u r e (1955) i s e s s e n t i a l reading, as i s N c N e i l l ' s Prothero l e c t u r e 
(1982) w h i l s t Toynbee's R e i t h l e c t u r e s (1953) o f f e r e d a 
4 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l v i s i o n even today a l l too r a r e . 
The t e a c h e r could then begin to put f l e s h on h i s shaping i d e a s . 
G rousset's survey (1951) d i s p l a y s human understanding on a world 
s c a l e , b e s i d e s s c h o l a r s h i p r e f l e c t i n g c l o s e f a m i l i a r i t y with the 
indigenous sources, and i n p a r t i c u l a r those of China. E q u a l l y 
important to developed understanding of both the world and Chinese 
h i s t o r y arguments i s Dance's study (1971) which should be read by any 
h i s t o r y t e a c h e r as w e l l f o r i t s h i s t o r i c a l content as f o r i t s g e n e r a l 
theme.^ 
A t e a c h e r w i s h i n g to continue reading a t a f a i r l y simple l e v e l 
but f o c u s i n g on p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t s of world h i s t o r y f a c e s a wide 
range of p o s s i b l e t i t l e s . For e a r l y world h i s t o r y , f o r i n s t a n c e , the 
10-volume s e r i e s 'The emergence of Man 1, such as Leonard's (1974) 
study of e a r l y a g r i c u l t u r e , Knauth's (1974) of metal development or 
Hamblin's (1973) of u r b a n i s a t i o n , i s admirably produced, s c h o l a r l y 
y e t w i t h an easy t e x t . More d e t a i l e d , y e t s t i l l w e l l w i t h i n the 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t compass, i s Hodges' study of e a r l y technology (1970) 
ranging from China to Ecuador. Simple i n t r o d u c t i o n s to r e c e n t world 
h i s t o r y (many w r i t t e n f o r upper secondary c l a s s e s ) are even more 
numerous. Examples i n c l u d e Jamieson's study of modern world l e a d e r s 
(1970) and Major's or Wood's w e l l - b a l a n c e d contemporary h i s t o r i e s 
(1970, 1976). The knowledge-base thus a c q u i r e d could be enlarged 
upon by working through one of the major world h i s t o r y s t u d i e s 
a v a i l a b l e . M c N e i l l ' s d e t a i l e d , readable t h e s i s (1963) t h a t human 
c i v i l i s a t i o n , o r i g i n a t i n g i n four major world a r e a s , had culminated 
Though the t e a c h e r should note the strong contemporary emphasis, 
the playing-down of h i s t o r y and the i d e a l i s t i c / p o l i t i c a l t h r u s t 
i n F i s h e r and Hicks (pp.17,18). (See a l s o F i s h e r ' s Ideas i n t o 
a c t i o n , N.D., 16-21). 
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i n the p o s s i b i l i t y of a "world-wide cosmopolitanism" which would 
" s u r e l y bear a western i m p r i n t " , so t h a t " a t l e a s t i n i t s i n i t i a l 
s t a g es any world s t a t e w i l l be an empire of the West", i s one. 
Another i s h i s b r i e f e r world h i s t o r y (1971) which interweaves 
g e o g r a p h i c a l , t e c h n o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l d e t a i l , and 
i n c l u d e s four i n v a l u a b l e b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l e s s a y s . A t h i r d i s Roberts' 
monumental y e t b r e a t h l e s s n a r r a t i v e (1976) which avoids eurocentrism, 
h i g h l i g h t s c u l t u r a l p l u r a l i s m and i s much more than a mere aggregate 
of n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s . A f o u r t h i s Toynbee and Caplan's abridgement 
(1972) of the Study of H i s t o r y , e r u d i t e l y y e t l u c i d l y communicating 
Toynbee's i m p e r i s h a b l e optimism. The most manageable, however, 
c o n c i s e and d e t a i l e d y e t never dense, and imparting a t r u l y g l o b a l 
view of h i s t o r y w h i l s t g i v i n g s u b s t a n t i a l a t t e n t i o n to major 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s such as China, i s S t a v r i a n o s ' abridgement (1971) of h i s 
e a r l i e r two-volume world h i s t o r y . ^ 
One or more of the above should be permanently a v a i l a b l e f o r 
t e a c h e r - r e f e r e n c e . Other major r e f e r e n c e works i n c l u d e Toynbee's 82 
- chapter n a r r a t i v e o u t l i n e (1976); encyclopaedic chronologies by 
Langer (1968) and W i l l i a m s (1975); volume 12 of the Cambridge Modern 
H i s t o r y (1968); the seven-volume, 3,000-page P u r n e l l 20th century 
h i s t o r y w i t h i t s 5,000 i l l u s t r a t i o n s ; Grun's chronology of world 
p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and s c i e n t i f i c / t e c h n o l o g i c a l events s i n c e 
5,000 B.C., and Unesco p u b l i c a t i o n s such as Hawkes' c l o s e l y d e t a i l e d 
p r e h i s t o r y (1963) or Ware, Panikkar and Romein's e f f e c t i v e l y 
s e c t i o n a l i s e d h i s t o r y of s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l change i n the 
8* 
20th century (1966). 
Teachers w i s h i n g to proceed f u r t h e r could t a c k l e such as 
Campbell's study of o r i e n t a l and o c c i d e n t a l v i s i o n s of the d i v i n e , 
w i t h i t s c e n t r a l messages of r i c h c u l t u r a l d i v e r s i t y , d i f f u s i o n , and 
9 
communality of human h e r i t a g e (1962,1965). 
Even f o r g e n e r a l preparatory s t u d i e s , however, a c c e s s to 
s o u r c e - c o l l e c t i o n s a f f o r d i n g g l o b a l views i s e s s e n t i a l . Teachers are 
u n l i k e l y to f i n d a b e t t e r balanced s e l e c t i o n than S t a v r i a n o s 1 (1970) 
264 e x t r a c t s , w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l coverage, b e s i d e s Europe and the USA, 
of the USSR, China, I n d i a , H i s p a n i c America, A f r i c a and I s l a m , and 
* 
Despite i t s inconvenient l a c k of an index. 
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extending from e a r l i e s t to r e c e n t times. Fenton's (1969) i s another 
u s e f u l c o l l e c t i o n , though more l i m i t e d i n number (51) and i n scope 
* 
( i n s u f f i c i e n t on the non-european w o r l d ) . Breach's s e l e c t i o n (1966) 
of easy 20th-century h i s t o r y e x t r a c t s i s u s e f u l . More s p e c i a l i s e d , 
but i n v a l u a b l e f o r 'modern world' examination t e a c h i n g , i s 
G r e n v i l l e ' s (1974) annotated s e l e c t i o n of 423 i n t e r n a t i o n a l t r e a t i e s 
s i n c e 1914. 
A good s e t of maps, such as i n The Times world a t l a s (1968) i s 
a l s o e s s e n t i a l . The b e s t w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s i s Westermann's 
** 
(1956) . McNeill, Burke and Roehm's a t l a s (1963) which p a r a l l e l s 
t h e i r important wall-maps, s t r o n g l y emphasises world p e r s p e c t i v e s 
(there a re only 19 maps of Europe, and only one of North America) and 
c o n t a i n s a v a l u a b l e c a l e n d a r of 625 world events from e a r l i e s t *** 
times. Other w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l a t l a s e s are Shepherd's 
(9th.edn.rev.,1974) Penguin's (1974) C a r p e n t e r s ' (1979) P h i l i p s ' 
(1981) and Catchpole's secondary school world a t l a s (3rd. edn., 
1982) . 1 : L 
To suggest reading i n t o i n d i v i d u a l c o u n t r i e s ' h i s t o r i e s , other 
than China, would go beyond p r e s e n t purposes. B i b l i o g r a p h i e s and 
12 
guides f o r t e a c h e r s abound. Apart from famous d e f i n i t i v e works 
such as those by Arnold and Guillaume (1931) Basham (1967) and Lewis 
(1970) and outstanding p i c t o r i a l s t u d i e s by Beny (1975) Hayes (1975) 
Lewis (1976) and o t h e r s , the t e a c h e r s e a r c h i n g f o r s c h o l a r l y y e t 
l u c i d books w i t h strong emphasis on c u l t u r a l content would be b e s t 
s e r v e d by Hutchinsons' multi-volume 'History of human s o c i e t y ' , 
13 
w r i t t e n by such as Boxer, Chen, Dawson, Fage and Hawkes. Such 
reading should be r e i n f o r c e d from more advanced documentary 
c o l l e c t i o n s such as M c N e i l l and S e d l a r ' s 10 volumes (1968-on); and by 
even more s p e c i f i c s c h o l a r l y works such as de Bary's s e l e c t i o n from 
14 
e a r l y I n d i a n , Japanese and Chinese t e x t s (1958,1958,1960). 
The e d i t o r a prominent 'New H i s t o r i a n ' . 
** 
I n German. 
*** 
Open to c r i t i c i s m f o r s c a n t treatment of China. Only 40 of the 
625 world events r e f e r to Chinese h i s t o r y (pp. 85-91) and t h e r e 
i s no map of China p e r s e , though she i s shown on 23 world maps. 
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With regard to China, however, i t i s considered appropriate to 
suggest i n d e t a i l approaches to s e l f - e d u c a t i o n which might be 
followed by an i n t e r e s t e d t e a c h e r or l e c t u r e r w i t h l i t t l e p r e v i o u s 
knowledge. Such a person might begin with easy reading from western 
sources about Chinese people and both t r a d i t i o n a l and modern Chinese 
l i f e . Hersey's (1956) s t o r y of Chinese r i v e r - f o l k and h i s 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s of a t r i p along the Yangtse i n the 1920s i s a readable 
b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n , r e p l e t e w i t h sympathetic p o r t r a i t u r e , too o f t e n 
absent from western l i t e r a t u r e on China, of " i n c r e d i b l y brave", 
tough, m e r c u r i a l , humorous, "dominant, c o n f i d e n t " men, t h e i r 
" u n i v e r s a l funny t a l k " y e t " d i s c o n c e r t i n g wisdom", a g a i n s t whose 
simple c u l t u r e Hersey "began to s u f f e r from r i d i c u l o u s f e e l i n g s of 
i n f e r i o r i t y " . ^ 
An even b e t t e r i n t r o d u c t i o n i s o f f e r e d by Chinese s o u r c e s . Easy 
books on t r a d i t i o n a l Chinese l i f e , a l l w i t h strong human i n t e r e s t , 
i n c l u d e the r e c o l l e c t i o n s of Yan Phou Lee (1922) P r i n c e s s L i n g (1924) 
L i n Yutang (1938) Hsieh Ping-ying (1943) Chiang Yee (1946) and 
Ning Lao T a i T a i ( 1 9 6 7 ) . 1 6 
F i c t i o n i s a l s o a u s e f u l e n t r y - p o i n t . Novels by sympathetic 
w e s t e r n e r s such as Malraux or Buck and n a t i v e authors such as L i n 
Yutang and Lao She, or the combination of western and e a s t e r n 
understandings o f f e r e d by Han Suyin o f f e r immediacy, t h a t s p i r i t of 
common humanity which h i s t o r y textbooks so o f t e n l a c k , and i n s i g h t 
17 
i n t o h i s t o r i c a l problems and events. 
For s p e c i f i c a l l y h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l , t h e r e i s a wide f i e l d of 
c h o i c e . I n 1954 Needham l i s t e d 998 books and a r t i c l e s r e l e v a n t to a 
study of Chinese t e c h n o l o g i c a l c u l t u r e i n western languages, 
i n c l u d i n g numerous t r a n s l a t i o n s d i r e c t from Chinese primary s o u r c e s . 
18 
Of those, 602 were i n E n g l i s h , many readable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . 
That number has g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d i n r e c e n t y e a r s . 
Simple overviews are o b t a i n a b l e from P u r c e l l ' s pamphlet (1962) 
L a t o u r e t t e ' s b r i e f o u t l i n e (1964) and the i n t r o d u c t i o n to Dawson's 
important c u l t u r a l study (1978). Stokes (1975) c l e a r l y s e t s post-1949 
China a g a i n s t i t s h i s t o r i c a l background. One work demanding e a r l y 
reading i s F i t z g e r a l d ' s b r i e f assessment (1964) of the Chinese 
world-view, w i t h i t s l a c o n i c reminder t h a t the Chinese "were not 
conscious of l i v i n g a t the ends of the e a r t h , they even presumed to 
imagine t h a t they l i v e d a t the c e n t r e " . S i m i l a r i n s i g h t s may be 
obtained from Franke's study from o r i g i n a l sources of the Chinese 
view of the West (1967). Easy o u t l i n e s are a l s o given i n Needham's 
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(1954) two h i s t o r i c a l c h a p t e r s , Hucker's c r i t i c a l b i b l i o g r a p h y (1962) 
and the w o r l d - h i s t o r y books by McNeill (1963,1971) Dance (1971) and 
19 
Roberts (1976). 
From the numerous more d e t a i l e d books a v a i l a b l e , the most 
* 
readable b a s i c h i s t o r i c a l o u t l i n e i s given by K u b l i n (1972) . The 
e a s i e s t one-volume summary of Chinese s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
h i s t o r y i s by C o t t e r e l l and Morgan (1975). Owing much to Needham, but 
w r i t t e n f o r n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s , i t c o n t a i n s e f f e c t i v e treatments of Han, 
Sung and Ming China, b r i n g s out the i n f l u e n c e of the p a s t on modern 
China, and c l e a r l y demonstrates her w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance i n 
comparative c h r o n o l o g i c a l t a b l e s . The b e s t n o n - s p e c i a l i s t 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s to Chinese high c u l t u r e and a r t s i n a d y n a s t i c 
framework are Gascoigne's f u l l y i l l u s t r a t e d survey (1973) which brims 
** 
w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l and o f t e n humorous anecdotes which t e a c h e r s 
could adapt f o r use w i t h c h i l d r e n of a l l ages, w i t h repeated 
r e f e r e n c e to Chinese sources; and Smith and Weng's i m p r e s s i v e volume 
(1973) i n which frequent q u o t a t i o n s from Chinese l i t e r a t u r e and 292 
c o l o u r photographs blend i n t o a l i v e l y h i s t o r i c a l n a r r a t i v e . The 
c h r o n o l o g i e s , p a r a l l e l i n g p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l p r o g r e s s , are 
e s p e c i a l l y u s e f u l . The b e s t b i o g r a p h i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n i s Martin and 
S h u i ' s l i v e l y study (1972) of 18 personages from Confucius to Mao, 
but i n c l u d i n g such as Tu Fu and L i Shih-chen. A c e n t r a l purpose of 
the book, which i s r i c h i n o r i g i n a l l y - t r a n s l a t e d Chinese 
s o u r c e - e x c e r p t s , and c o n t a i n s a v a l u a b l e c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e d index to 
customs and i d e a s , i s to h e l p promote East-West understandings of 
common humanity and shared c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . The c l e a r e s t 
socio-economic o u t l i n e s are found i n geographical s t u d i e s by Tregear 
(1965,1980) and Buchanan (1970). An i n v a l u a b l e g e n e r a l r e f e r e n c e 
book f o r t e a c h e r s , w i t h b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l accounts and b i o g r a p h i e s of 
20 
p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l f i g u r e s , i s D i l l o n (1979). 
A number of other books, more d e t a i l e d i n s c h o l a r s h i p y e t 
reasonably easy to work through, a l l w i t h strong c u l t u r a l focus, 
suggest themselves as f u r t h e r reading f o r the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t . Some 
e a r l i e r works, i n c l u d i n g G i l e s 1 o u t l i n e (1911) Wilhelm's s h o r t 
S i x p a r a l l e l books cover a l l other main world a r e a s o u t s i d e 
Europe. (They could a l s o be read by o l d e r p u p i l s ) . 
** 
Though i n c o r r e c t l y d a t i n g Marco Polo's r e t u r n home (p.171). 
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h i s t o r y (1929) and F i t z g e r a l d ' s famous c u l t u r a l study (1935) are 
s t i l l worth a t t e n t i o n . L a t o u r e t t e (1949) was w r i t t e n f o r 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s , surveys a l l c u l t u r a l a s p e c t s as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l , 
and c l e a r l y shows China's importance to e a s t a s i a n and world h i s t o r y . 
G r ousset's b r e a t h l e s s n a r r a t i v e (1952) i s r i c h i n human d e t a i l and 
* ** 
c l o s e l y based on Chinese s o u r c e s . Goodrich's o u t l i n e (1957) 
though s c h o l a r l y and d e t a i l e d has s e v e r a l v a l u a b l e f e a t u r e s f o r the 
e a r l y reader and s t r e s s e s the importance of Chinese technology. 
Eberhard (1960) s i m i l a r l y r e f l e c t s s o p h i s t i c a t e d s c h o l a r s h i p y e t i s 
readable by n o n - s i n o l o g i s t s . I t s p a r t i c u l a r s t r e n g t h i s the 
development of e a r l y north Chinese c u l t u r e . Eicl|^>rn (1969) g i v e s 
c l e a r source-based e x p l a n a t i o n s of Chinese a r t , music, l i t e r a t u r e , 
r e l i g i o n and e t h i c s , and an i n t e r e s t i n g account of Sung c i t y l i f e . 
L i (1971) s e t s r e c e n t China i n f u l l h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . 
R o d z i n s k i ' s two volumes (1979, 1982) o f f e r a n a r r a t i v e w i t h strong 
b i o g r a p h i c a l emphasis. The most s u i t a b l e g e n e r a l i n t r o d u c t i o n f o r 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s , however, i s Dawson's v i v i d p o l i t i c a l n a r r a t i v e 
(1972) which may be complemented by the same author's readable 
source- based survey (1978) of the development of t r a d i t i o n a l China's 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , socio-economic, p h i l o s o p h i c a l and a e s t h e t i c 
a c h i e v e m e n t . ^ 
I n t r o d u c t o r y reading should be r e i n f o r c e d from an elementary 
s o u r c e - c o l l e c t i o n , such as the 149 e x t r a c t s given by Meyer and A l l e n 
(1970) the 34 i n G i t t i n g s (1973) or the 32 on China i n S t a v r i a n o s ' 
22 
world h i s t o r y c o l l e c t i o n (1970). 
I t should a l s o be i l l u m i n a t e d by h i s t o r i c a l maps such as i n 
Catchpole (1976) or the famous s e t of over 60 maps, p r e h i s t o r i c to 
23 
modern times, i n Herrmann (1966, 1935). 
Moreover, some reading i n t o Chinese p h y s i c a l and economic 
geography would seem e s s e n t i a l . C l e a r o u t l i n e s are given by Buchanan 
(1966, 1970) and Tregear (1965, 1973, 1980). Cressey (1955) though 
out of date, as i t s t i t l e i n d i c a t e s , i s s t i l l the most readable 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to Chinese s o c i a l and economic geography. Tuan (1970) 
i s a c l e a r i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s t o r i c a l geography. Good maps may be 
Sketchy treatment of Ming and Manchu p e r i o d s . 
"The b e s t n a r r a t i v e h i s t o r y of China i n E n g l i s h " . (W.H. M c N e i l l , 
A world h i s t o r y , 1971,285) 
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found i n F u l l a r d ' s (1968) or Geelaw and T w i t c h e t t ' s (1974) 
24 
c o l l e c t i o n s . 
C o n s i d e r a t i o n of Chinese geography b r i n g s home the need to 
understand Chinese h i s t o r y i n e a s t a s i a n p e r s p e c t i v e . Important 
u s a b l e s t u d i e s i n c l u d e L a t o u r e t t e ' s s e c t i o n a l i s e d h i s t o r y of e a s t 
a s i a n s o c i o - c u l t u r a l f e a t u r e s (1947) Watson's study of e a r l y China i n 
r e g i o n a l s e t t i n g (1971) and S c h i r o k a u e r ' s account (1978) of Chinese 
and japanese c i v i l i s a t i o n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y s t rong i n i t s treatment of 
philosophy, a r t and l i t e r a t u r e . The monumental and d e f i n i t i v e works 
by R e i s c h a u e r , F a i r b a n k and C r a i g (1960,1965,1973) which, r e f l e c t i n g 
a d i s t i l l a t i o n of r e c e n t o r i e n t a l and o c c i d e n t a l r e s e a r c h , r e l a t e the 
h i s t o r i e s of China, Japan and Korea from p r e - h i s t o r y to modern times, 
are i n d i s p e n s a b l e . ^ ^ 
A f t e r reading a s e l e c t i o n of the books mentioned, many t e a c h e r s 
might then f e e l a b l e to begin reading around s p e c i f i c t o p i c s to be 
26 
taught. Others might seek a more i n t e r p r e t i v e and c r i t i c a l reading 
programme. The range i s e x t e n s i v e . A good beginning could be Kolb's 
(1971) h i s t o r i c a l chapter. More advanced understanding of the 
e v o l u t i o n of Chinese s o c i a l forms could be gleaned from Wiethoff 
(1975) and of c u l t u r a l c o n t i n u i t y and change from Stover (1976). 
I n s i g h t i n t o v a r i o u s c u l t u r a l f a c e t s i s o f f e r e d by L i u and Tu's 
c o l l e c t i o n (1970) of 17 e x t r a c t s from Chinese and western s c h o l a r s 
and from M e s k i l l ' s more lengthy symposium (1973). More advanced 
a n a l y s e s of t r a d i t i o n a l Chinese government, w i t h suggestions of 
t r a d i t i o n a l - c o n t e m p o r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s , a re found i n a chapter by de 
Bary (1957); Houn's d i f f i c u l t s c r u t i n y (1965) of a t t i t u d e s to 
monarchy, the u n i t a r y s t a t e and i n t e l l e c t u a l e c l e c t i c i s m ; Menzel's 
e x t r a c t s (1966) on the h i s t o r i c a l i n f l u e n c e of the c i v i l s e r v i c e ; the 
e x t r a c t s on Chinese bureaucracy, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and government i n 
L i u ' s compendium (1974); and Dawson's (1978) c h a p t e r s on the i m p e r i a l 
government and mandarinate. C h i Ch'ao-ting's t h e s i s (1936) on the 
importance of economic f a c t o r s i n Chinese h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w a t e r - c o n t r o l and w a t e r - t r a n s p o r t systems, i s s t i l l worth reading. 
Deeper understanding of China's f o r e i g n a t t i t u d e s and p o l i c i e s c ould 
be d e r i v e d from L a t t i m o r e ' s study (1951) of the importance of the 
northern f r o n t i e r ; Teng and F a i r b a n k ' s p i c t u r e (1954) of the 
s c h o l a r - c l a s s ' s attempt to come to terms w i t h the West w h i l s t 
p r e s e r v i n g t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e and i n s t i t u t i o n s ; and d e t a i l e d 
a n a l y s e s by Fairbank and Schwarz (1968) the l a t t e r p a r t i c u l a r l y 
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s e t t i n g the Chinese i n broader world p e r s p e c t i v e . C l o s e r i n s i g h t 
i n t o the problems of p e r i o d i s a t i o n could be d e r i v e d from M e s k i l l 
27 
(1965). 
Such second-stage h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n demands use of 
f u l l e r or more s p e c i f i c documentary c o l l e c t i o n s such as Bodde's 
m a t e r i a l (1957) on Chinese philosophy, r e l i g i o n , s o c i e t y and 
f a m i l i e s ; Schurmann and S c h e l l ' s volumes (1963); P e l i s s i e r ' s e x t r a c t s 
from the b e s t Chinese and western sources s i n c e Macartney; Hsu's 
* 
c o l l e c t i o n (1971) of post-1600 m a t e r i a l s ; McNeill and S e d l a r ' s two 
volumes (1970, 1972) on e t h i c s , p o l i t i c s , h i s t o r y , r e l i g i o n and 
* * 
s o c i e t y i n the c l a s s i c a l and middle p e r i o d s ; and Ebrey's r e c e n t 
28 
s e l e c t i o n (1981). 
More advanced reading demands c l e a r e r understanding of the 
Chinese h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n . A broad p e r s p e c t i v e i s obtained 
from Swingle (1921) Dubs (1946) Dawson (1952) Feuerwerker (1961) and 
B u t t e r f i e l d (1962). Gardner's study (1938) i s more d e t a i l e d y e t 
s t i l l w i t h i n n o n - s p e c i a l i s t scope. Most important, however, i s 
B e a s l e y and P u l l e y b l a n k ' s c o l l e c t i o n (1961) of e s s a y s by v a r i o u s 
s c h o l a r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i t s treatment of the Han and Sung h i s t o r i c a l 
29 
t r a d i t i o n s , which are no l e s s c l e a r l y e v a l u a t e d by de Bary (1960). 
I f the study of c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y i s to be pursued, a f u r t h e r 
reading programme must a l s o a p p r i s e the t e a c h e r of the development, 
30 
c u l t u r a l r o l e and b a s i c p r o n u n c i a t i o n of the Chinese language. 
I l l u m i n a t i n g g e n e r a l i n t r o d u c t i o n s are o f f e r e d by Yuen Ren Chao 
(1948) and Needham (1954). The l a t t e r g i v e s a u s e f u l b a s i c guide to 
p r o n u n c i a t i o n . 
The f u r t h e r reading programme should a l s o i n c l u d e a t l e a s t an 
i n t r o d u c t o r y survey of the Chinese v i s u a l and l i t e r a r y a r t s ; and, of 
fundamental importance, Chinese philosophy. 
For study of the v i s u a l a r t s , Dawson (1972) o f f e r s a c l e a r , 
b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n . S u l l i v a n (1973) advances the b e s t s l i g h t l y 
f u l l e r survey f o r n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . Paying c l o s e a t t e n t i o n to 
indigenous sources and t a k i n g i n t o account both l i t e r a r y and 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l movements, i t s e t s the a r t i s t i c t r a d i t i o n i n c l e a r 
h i s t o r i c a l framework. Swann's study of i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n e a s t 
* 
Complementing h i s R i s e of Modern China, 1970. 
** 
The l a t t e r i n c l u d e s i n d i a n and japanese s o u r c e s . 
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a s i a n a r t s (1963) Hay's d e s c r i p t i o n s (1974) of Chinese artwork and 
Tregear's survey (1980) from p r e - h i s t o r y to 1977 are a l l s u i t a b l e f o r 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . Sickman and Soper's study (1956) i s e s p e c i a l l y good 
on the Han, T'ang and Sung, i s f u l l of v i v i d human d e t a i l , pays 
a t t e n t i o n to a r c h i t e c t u r e , l i t e r a t u r e and philosophy, and i n c l u d e s 
h i s t o r i c a l n a r r a t i v e . I t s 190 pages of p l a t e s comprise a s p l e n d i d 
source f o r t e a c h e r s . W i l l e t t s (1958) though l e s s e a s i l y read by 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s s i m i l a r l y covers a l l a s p e c t s of a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
c a r r i e s the s t o r y i n t o the 20th century, and b r i n g s out the 
connection between a r t and s o c i e t y . The b e s t r e f e r e n c e work i s 
Watson's d e f i n i t i v e survey (1981). Covering n e o l i t h i c times to the 
e a r l y 20th century, w i t h 981 i l l u s t r a t i o n s , i t s e t s the a e s t h e t i c i n 
c l e a r h i s t o r i c a l context. The t h r e e volumes i n the Phaidon s e r i e s 
(1980-81) are e q u a l l y i m p r e s s i v e , y i e l d i n g a wealth of s o c i a l and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e t a i l , and w i t h over 600 p l a t e s . Chapman and P r a t t ' s 
t h r e e f i l m s t r i p s on the a r t s of China (1975) could be used i n support 
32 
of the reading programme. 
Books on more s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s of the Chinese a r t s might a l s o be 
read w i t h p r o f i t by h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . For Chinese ceramics, Medley's 
study (1980) s e t s developments i n c l e a r h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e , w i t h 
a wealth of socio-economic d e t a i l and 223 photographs. White's 
p i c t o r i a l o u t l i n e (1977) and Macintosh's monograph on Ming to Manchu 
p o r c e l a i n both give h i s t o r i c a l background. Some books, however, such 
as those by Honey (1945) Garner (1954) and Sayer (1951) are probably 
33 
too s p e c i a l i s e d . Watson (1962) g i v e s c l o s e t e c h n i c a l d e t a i l on 
34 
15th to f i r s t century B.C. bronzes, w i t h 104 p l a t e s . For Chinese 
p a i n t i n g , t h e r e are s e v e r a l easy i n t r o d u c t i o n s i n the h i s t o r i c a l o r 
c u l t u r a l s e t t i n g , e s p e c i a l l y those by Swann (1958) C a h i l l (1960) 
Jenyns (1966) and Cohn (1978). Loehr (1980) d e s c r i b e s most of the 
g r e a t p a i n t i n g s s i n c e Han times, though w i t h skimpy h i s t o r i c a l 
background. Nor need non- s p e c i a l i s t s be d e t e r r e d by the monumental 
c h a r a c t e r of S i r e n ' s work (1956) which i s readable and g i v e s 
information not only on p a i n t i n g s and s t y l e s , but on the l i v e s of 
*35 
p a i n t e r s and on Chinese s o c i a l h i s t o r y . For the r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between philosophy and p a i n t i n g , t e a c h e r s could attempt Rowley's 
complex monograph (1959) on Chinese p a i n t i n g as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l i d e a s , L i n Yutang's t r a n s l a t i o n s (1967) from 
* 
Two of the seven volumes are p l a t e s . 
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a r t i s t s and c r i t i c s , Sze's d i f f i c u l t study from a 17th century source 
(1959) of the i n f l u e n c e on p a i n t i n g of b e l i e f s i n harmony i n nature, 
Coleman's t r a n s l a t i o n (1978) of Shih T'ao's T r e a t i s e on philosophy of 
p a i n t i n g (Hua P'u) which a p p l i e d Taoism to a e s t h e t i c s , and C a h i l l ' s 
(1960) on the i n f l u e n c e of Confucianism on p a i n t i n g and the 
36 
consequent r e l a t i o n s h i p between a r t and the l i t e r a t i . 
Even more important to the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r i s Chinese 
l i t e r a t u r e , not only f o r i t s i n t r i n s i c appeal, t h a t i t i s a v e h i c l e 
f o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l thought, or even t h a t i t i s a r e p o s i t o r y of v i v i d 
h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l , so t h a t i n i t s t e x t s "the whole of (Chinese) 
h i s t o r y comes to l i f e w i t h a k i n d of t i m e l e s s immediacy", but a l s o 
because the concept ' l i t e r a t u r e ' (wen) denotes to Chinese "nothing 
l e s s than the t o t a l i t y of c i v i l i s a t i o n " . Chinese l i t e r a t u r e may thus 
be regarded as "one of the g r e a t u n i f y i n g f o r c e s of Chinese 
37 
h i s t o r y " . 
For t e a c h e r s w i t h no p r e v i o u s knowledge of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e , 
38 
any one of s e v e r a l b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n s could be read. L i u ' s 
e v a l u a t i o n (1966) of a l l a s p e c t s of Chinese w r i t i n g s a g a i n s t t h e i r 
h i s t o r i c a l background should then be s t u d i e d . The book g i v e s 
s u b s t a n t i a l s o c i o - c u l t u r a l d e t a i l , makes f u l l use of e x t r a c t s and 
c o n t a i n s b r i e f b i o g r a p h i e s of the main l i t e r a r y f i g u r e s . More dated, 
but s t i l l worth reading, and brimming w i t h e x t r a c t s , i s G i l e s ' 
o u t l i n e (1958, f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 1901) which s e t s the l i t e r a t u r e 
a g a i n s t i t s s o c i a l background. G i l e s ' anthology (1884) of l i t e r a r y 
and p h i l o s o p h i c a l e x c e r p t s i s u s e f u l f o r r e f e r e n c e , though B i r c h ' s 
more r e c e n t c o l l e c t i o n (1967) of p o e t i c a l , prose f i c t i o n and 
39 
h i s t o r i c a l e x c e r p t s c a r r i e s more appeal f o r the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t . 
S p e c i f i c a s p e c t s of Chinese l i t e r a t u r e exceed the competence of 
the w r i t e r , but a range of i n t r o d u c t o r y readings from which 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s could draw according to need i s t e n t a t i v e l y 
suggested. 
Easy i n t r o d u c t i o n s to Chinese poetry are given by Davis (1962) 
40 
and Hsu (1964) . Of the poetry i t s e l f , much i s a v a i l a b l e i n 
** 
e a s i l y - r e a d t r a n s l a t i o n s . The best-known are by Waley (1918-1955) 
* 
D e s p i t e P u l l e y b l a n k ' s c r i t i c i s m of G i l e s ' work.(E.G. 
P u l l e y b l a n k , Chinese h i s t o r y and world h i s t o r y , 1955,3) 
** 
Though as Bassnett-McGuire has shown, a l l p o e t i c a r t i s 
t e c h n i c a l l y u n t r a n s l a t a b l e . (S. Bassnett-McGuire, T r a n s l a t i o n 
s t u d i e s , 1980). (See a l s o F. Ayscough, T r a v e l s of a Chinese 
poet,v.2.,1934,12) 
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i n c l u d i n g 290 songs from the Chou p e r i o d Shih Ching. A d i s t i l l a t i o n 
of some of the b e s t of h i s t r a n s l a t i o n s (1946) comprises a u s e f u l 
b a s i c source f o r n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . However, s e v e r a l other s c h o l a r s 
i n c l u d i n g Cranmer-Byng (1909,1916) and Ko t e w a l l and Smith (1962) have 
42 
p u b l i s h e d no l e s s readable c o l l e c t i o n s . 
P a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n has been given to T'ang poetry. Waley 
t r a n s l a t e d 111 poems by Po Chia-i i n h i s f i r s t two volumes 
(1918,1919). Po Chu-i's work g i v e s v a l u a b l e d e t a i l on l i f e i n T'ang 
China, e s p e c i a l l y the domestic l i f e of the s c h o l a r - g e n t r y , and 
Waley's b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s (1918,1949) could be r e a d w i t h p r o f i t by 
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h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s . The work of s e v e r a l other major T'ang poets i s 
a l s o a v a i l a b l e . Graham's (1965) modern E n g l i s h idomatic t r a n s l a t i o n s 
* 
are p a r t i c u l a r l y r e a dable. Poems by Tu Fu (Ayscough, 1929,1934) and 
44 
L i Ho (Frodsham 1970) c o n t a i n r i c h s o c i a l d e t a i l . 
A good d e a l of Sung p e r i o d poetry i s a l s o a v a i l a b l e . L i n 
Yutang's biography of Su Tung-po (1948) could be read by 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s f o r d e t a i l on medieval China, as could Watson's c l e a r 
h i s t o r i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n and t r a n s l a t i o n of 86 poems by Su Tung-po 
(1965). T r a n s l a t i o n s from s e v e r a l other Sung poets have a l s o been 
p u b l i s h e d . The b e s t c o l l e c t i o n of Yuan p e r i o d poetry i s by Yang and 
**45 
Metzger (1967). 
Nor i s Chinese drama beyond the grasp of the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t 
seeking e n r i c h e d h i s t o r i c a l understanding. S e v e r a l of the 171 e x t a n t 
Mongol p e r i o d p l a y s have been t r a n s l a t e d . Wang S h i h - f u ' s Romance of 
the western chamber and Kao Ming's The l u t e a r e a v a i l a b l e i n f l u e n t 
*** **** E n g l i s h v e r s i o n s by Hsiung (1968) and Mulligan (1980). Both 
are r i c h i n s o c i a l d e t a i l and could be adapted f o r secondary 
***** 
c h i l d r e n . L i ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1972) of s i x Mongol p e r i o d p l a y s , 
e s p e c i a l l y C h i Chun-hsiang's Orphan of Chao, would a l s o repay study. 
46 
The c r i t i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l . 
* 
One of the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
* * 
One of the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
*** 
One of the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
**** 
The f i r s t f u l l t r a n s l a t i o n , though the p l a y i n s p i r e d a Broadway 
m u s i c a l , Lute Song, i n 1946. 
**** 
* With sugg e s t i v e passages e x c i s e d : see Romance of the Western 
Chamber, pp. 154,174. (Already toned down by the t r a n s l a t o r ) . 
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Chinese prose f i c t i o n i s of even g r e a t e r v a l u e to e n r i c h e d 
h i s t o r i c a l understanding. Buck's i n t r o d u c t i o n (1939) i s worth 
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reading. One important genre i s the n o v e l l a . F r e q u e n t l y embracing 
themes such as war, feuds, heroism, v a s s a l a g e , m o r a l i t y and s o c i a l 
c r i t i c i s m and d e p i c t i n g the l i v e s of common f o l k - peasants, 
woodcutters, tradesmen and s o l d i e r s - t h e y o f f e r a wealth of p o t e n t i a l 
t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l , as witnessed by Bauer and Franke's anthology 
(1967) of 46 from the t h i r d century B.C. to the 18th century. F u l l of 
w i t , a c t i o n and s o c i a l r e a l i s m , they a f f o r d a g r a p h i c a l l y d e t a i l e d 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to the Chinese p a s t which could a l s o be read by 
* 
secondary c h i l d r e n . S e v e r a l other s h o r t s t o r y c o l l e c t i o n s are 
** 
a v a i l a b l e , e s p e c i a l l y B i r c h ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1958) of seven from the 
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Ming p e r i o d . 
The long novel became important i n the Ming and e a r l y Manchu 
pe r i o d s , however, as d e t a i l e d by Hegel's major study (1981). S e v e r a l 
are a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h , a l l readable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s and 
o f f e r i n g v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l i n s i g h t . They i n c l u d e S h i h Nai-an's 
*** 
The water margin, i n Buck's 1270-page awkwardly w r i t t e n A l l men 
are B r o t h e r s (1933); Wu Cheng-en's Journey to the West (whose hero's 
magic e a r - p i n , which becomes a cudgel, i n s p i r e d Red Guards i n 1966) 
which Waley t r a n s l a t e d as Monkey (1942); Wu Ching-tzu's s a t i r i c a l 
The S c h o l a r s "a t r e a s u r e house f o r the s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n " , i n a l i v e l y 
r e n d i t i o n by Yang and Yang (1973); and Ts'ao Hsiieh-chin's The dream of 
the red chamber, c o n t a i n i n g m i c r o s c o p i c d e t a i l on Manchu f a m i l y l i f e , 
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a v a i l a b l e i n v e r s i o n s by Wang (1970) and Hawkes (1973-on). 
With regard to 20th. century China, t e a c h e r s could draw v a l u a b l e 
p e r s o n a l understanding and l e s s o n enrichment from the Chinese 
l i t e r a t u r e . F or modern poetry, Hsu's b i o g r a p h i e s of 44 l e a d i n g poets 
50 
and t r a n s l a t i o n s of 357 poems (1964) i s i n f o r m a t i v e . I n prose 
f i c t i o n , I s a a c s ' c o l l e c t i o n of 25 sh o r t s t o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g f i v e by 
Lu Hsun, i s not d i f f i c u l t (1974). Nor i s Jenner and Yang's anthology 
Some e r o t i c i s m , e.g. 'The emperor and the two s i s t e r s ' , 
pp.53-66, would need expurgation. 
** 
Another i n the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
*** 
Or Men of the Marshes. 
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of 20 (1970) i n c l u d i n g work by Lu Hsun and Lao She, whose h i s t o r i c a l 
as w e l l as l i t e r a r y importance emerges c l e a r l y from Vohra's monograph 
(1974). S e v e r a l v e r s i o n s of h i s exposee of Happy Boy's experience of 
the r o t t e n n e s s of l i f e f o r the masses of r e p u b l i c a n Peking have been 
** 
p u b l i s h e d . Lu Hsun's w r i t i n g s g i v e e q u a l l y v i v i d d e t a i l on l i f e and 
a t t i t u d e s between the wars. 'Father's i l l n e s s 1 , f o r i n s t a n c e , p a i n t s 
a r e v e a l i n g v i g n e t t e of s o c i a l customs i n the 1920s and ' S i l e n t 
China' g i v e s i n s i g h t i n t o the ideas-ferment of the time. C e r t a i n l y , 
any t e a c h e r of Chinese h i s t o r y should be f a m i l i a r w i t h Lu Hsun's 
s h o r t s t o r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y Ah Q, Diary of a madman, and A hermit a t 
l a r g e . I n v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l i n s i g h t may a l s o be drawn from w r i t i n g s 
by such as L i n Yutang, Pa Chin and L i u T ' i e h - y u n . ^ 
Above a l l e l s e , however, development of a c u l t u r a l l y - o r i e n t e d 
world h i s t o r y programme w i t h s u b s t a n t i a l Chinese content demands a t 
l e a s t an i n t r o d u c t o r y acquaintance w i t h Chinese philosophy, which has 
c l o s e l y i n f l u e n c e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l forms, and both high and popular 
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c u l t u r e , s i n c e the e a r l i e s t times. Moreover, being p r i m a r i l y 
*** 
concerned w i t h t h i s world, i t i s r i c h i n h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l . Thus 
i t s d i f f i c u l t i e s should not be o v e r s t r e s s e d . I t comes a c r o s s as 
powe r f u l l y c o n c r e t e . Gascoigne (1973) observed t h a t to read i t s e a r l y 
t e x t s " i s to experience t h a t same t h r i l l of r e c o g n i t i o n t h a t one gets 
from the c u l t u r e s of Greece and Rome but from very few o t h e r s a t t h a t 
d i s t a n c e i n time .. . Confucius and h i s contemporaries ... seem 
incomparably much c l o s e r to o u r s e l v e s than ... the a n c i e n t 
53 
E g y p t i a n s " . 
Shu Ching-chun. 
L u s i n , Chou Shu-jen. 
c.400 B.C., f o r i n s t a n c e , we read i n Mo Tzu: " R u l e r s and 
m i n i s t e r s must appear a t co u r t e a r l y and r e t i r e l a t e , h e a r i n g 
l a w s u i t s and at t e n d i n g to a f f a i r s of government ... Gentlemen 
must employ to the f u l l e s t the wisdom of t h e i r minds, d i r e c t i n g 
bureaux w i t h i n the government and abroad, c o l l e c t i n g t a x e s on 
the b a r r i e r s and markets so t h a t the g r a n a r i e s and t r e a s u r i e s 
w i l l be f u l l ... Farmers must l e a v e home e a r l y and r e t u r n l a t e , 
sowing seed, p l a n t i n g t r e e s , and ga t h e r i n g l a r g e crops of 
vege t a b l e s and g r a i n ... Women must r i s e e a r l y and go to bed 
l a t e , s p i n n i n g , weaving, producing l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s of hemp, 
s i l k and other f i b r e s , and pr e p a r i n g c l o t h (Mo Tzu, 
t r . B. Watson, B a s i c w r i t i n g s , 1963,114). 
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S e v e r a l reasonably simple b r i e f o u t l i n e s are a v a i l a b l e . Those by 
Grousset (1952) Hucker (1962) Treadgold (1973) and P r i c e (1975) are 
recommended. Bodde's account (1938) of a Han a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l background g i v e s v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t . I n t e r e s t e d t e a c h e r s 
could then read Fung's s h o r t h i s t o r y (1948) from e a r l i e s t times to 
* 
the 20th. century. Fung's a n a l y s i s (1947) of the s p i r i t of Chinese 
philosophy i s l e s s easy, but c l e a r l y b r i n g s out i t s s y n t h e s i s of the 
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i d e a l i s t i c and r e a l i s t i c , the sublime and the common. 
Reading to t h a t p o i n t could be supported by r e f e r e n c e to t e x t u a l 
e x t r a c t s such as are found i n Hughes' (1942) and de Bary's (1964) 
t r a n s l a t i o n s . Naumann's summaries of the i d e a s of 57 Chinese 
p h i l o s o p h e r s (and 96 other Asians from Z o r o a s t e r to Gyatsu) i s a l s o 
u s e f u l . 
More advanced reading could i n c l u d e Bodde's b r i e f a n a l y s i s 
(1953) Schwartz's attempt to put Chinese i n t e l l e c t u a l h i s t o r y i n 
world p e r s p e c t i v e and i n r e l a t i o n to western thought (1957) and other 
chapters i n the symposia e d i t e d by Wright (1953) and Fairbank (1957). 
The l a t t e r , p a r t i c u l a r l y Yang's essay on p h i l o s o p h i c a l and s o c i a l 
a t t i t u d e s c e n t r e d upon r e c i p r o c i t y (Pao) i m p o r t a n t l y h i g h l i g h t s the 
weaving of i n t e l l e c t u a l threads i n t o the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l f a b r i c . 
Nakamura (1968) and S c h a r f s t e i n (1978) are d i f f i c u l t but 
i l l u m i n a t i n g ; S c h a r f s t e i n e f f e c t i v e l y c o n t r a s t i n g Chinese philosophy 
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w i t h t h a t of I s l a m , I n d i a and the West. 
For t e a c h e r s prepared to read more s p e c i f i c a l l y i n t o the 
s u b j e c t , a r i c h s t o r e of r e s o u r c e s a w a i t s . I f the e a r l i e r p e r i o d i s 
taken as an example, i n i t i a l reading might i n c l u d e summaries by 
Waley (1934) Campbell (1962) or Hsiao (1979). S l i g h t l y longer 
a n a l y s e s readable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s i n c l u d e L i a n g ' s h i s t o r y to 
** 
200 B.C. (1930) Waley's study of t h r e e e a r l y p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n s (1939) and Rubin's s c r u t i n y (1976) of four e a r l y s t r a n d s 
i n h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . " ^ 
Not to be confused w i t h Fung's more s p e c i a l i s e d H i s t o r y of 
Chinese philosophy, (2 v o l s , 1952,1238pp) from which the s h o r t 
h i s t o r y has been compressed and which i s not s u i t a b l e f o r the 
layman. 
** 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y devoid of h i s t o r i c a l background. 
365 
S t u d i e s and t r a n s l a t i o n s of p a r t i c u l a r p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n s 
readable w i t h s m a l l d i f f i c u l t y by h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s are numerous. 
* 
The e a r l i e s t e x t a n t p h i l o s o p h i c a l t e x t , the I - c h i n g (Book of 
Changes) i s probably b e s t avoided, though c l e a r enough t r a n s l a t i o n s 
are a v a i l a b l e . 5 ^ Taoism's " v i s i o n a r y dream-world" cannot be 
59 
n eglected, however. Nor i s i t s h o r t of books. There are 700 Chinese 
commentaries on the Tao-te ching, and 40 E n g l i s h e d i t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y 
** 60 those by Waley (1934) and Lau (1963) . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e r e are 
s e v e r a l readable e d i t i o n s of Chuang Tzu's 33 s u r v i v i n g chapters and 
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s k i l f u l d i s t i l l a t i o n s by Waley (1939) and Wu (1963). Other u s e f u l 
s t u d i e s of t a o i s t philosophy have come from Hsiao (1979) and Da L i u 
(1981) who has focused on i t s h i s t o r i c a l i n f l u e n c e upon Chinese l i f e 
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and c u l t u r e . 
For the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r w i s h i n g to look f u r t h e r i n t o 
Confucianism - as he s u r e l y must - t h e r e are s e v e r a l readable 
renderings of the a n a l e c t s . B e s t known i s Waley's (1938) w i t h 
e s p e c i a l l y l u c i d conceptual a n a l y s i s and explanatory h i s t o r i c a l 
notes, though t h e r e i s an important r e c e n t t r a n s l a t i o n by Lau 
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(1979). The b e s t l i f e of Confucius i s s t i l l Wilhelm's (1931) 
d i s t i l l a t i o n from Ssu-ma Ch'ien, w i t h c r i t i c a l a t t e n t i o n to the 
s o u r c e s , and a summary of the t e a c h i n g s . C r e e l (1949) and Smith 
(1973) have ana l y s e d the h i s t o r i c a l consequences of Confucianism, 
though too much should not be read i n t o C r e e l ' s view of Confucius as 
a "forerunner of democracy". Dawson (1981) has c l e a r l y s e t the 
philosophy a g a i n s t i t s h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l background and has 
shown i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e to Chinese h i s t o r y . Important a r t i c l e s by 
Hsieh (1968) and by Mei (1968) have shown Confucianism's i n f l u e n c e on 
64 
Chinese t h i n k i n g on the i n d i v i d u a l . With regard to other Confucian 
t h i n k e r s , t h e r e i s again ample m a t e r i a l readable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . 
*** 
Dobson's t r a n s l a t i o n of Meng Tzu (1963) g i v e s u s e f u l h i s t o r i c a l 
d e t a i l , w h i l s t Dubs' s c r u t i n y of Hsun Tzu (1927) i s too d e t a i l e d f o r 
the layman, but c o n t a i n s a v a l u a b l e L i f e . ^ More c l o s e l y d e t a i l e d 
a n a l y s e s of Confucianism and i t s h i s t o r i c a l i n f l u e n c e o f f e r d i f f i c u l t 
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reading f o r the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t and a r e probably b e s t avoided. 
* 
R e a l l y a manual of prophecy. 
* * 
Subsequently i n c l u d e d i n the Unesco ' C o l l e c t i o n of 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works'. 
*** 
Another i n the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
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Nor have other major p h i l o s o p h i c a l t r a d i t i o n s such as Mohism and 
L e g a l i s m been neglected. Watson's t r a n s l a t i o n of Mo Tzu (1963) g i v e s 
a v a r i e t y of s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l d e t a i l s . Duyvendak's t r a n s l a t i o n 
(1928) of the Book of Lord Shang (Shang Chun Shu) g i v e s the t e x t , 
i t s e l f packed w i t h i n t e r e s t i n g s o c i a l d e t a i l u s a b l e w i t h c h i l d r e n , 
p l u s an important 130-page h i s t o r i c a l background study. The e a s i e s t 
* 
v e r s i o n of Han F e i Tzu i s by Watson (1964). L i a o ' s (1959) i s not 
easy, but brims w i t h h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l and i n c l u d e s an i l l u m i n a t i n g 
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t r a n s l a t i o n of the p h i l o s o p h e r ' s memorials to Shih Huang-ti. 
Other p e r i o d s of philosophy have r e c e i v e d l e s s a t t e n t i o n from 
s c h o l a r s . Nonetheless, s t u d i e s could be essayed. To c i t e the 
important medieval p h i l o s o p h e r Chu H s i as an example, t e a c h e r s could 
read, d e s p i t e i t s d i f f i c u l t y , Bruce's t r a n s l a t i o n (1922) of seven 
chapters of h i s C o l l e c t e d Works (Chu-tzu ch'uan s'u) the same 
author's study (1923) of the neo-confucian s c h o o l , and the more 
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r e c e n t a p p r a i s a l by de Bary (1953). 
For the more s p i r i t u a l a s p e c t s of Chinese thought, the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n s by L a t o u r e t t e (1929) and Yang (1957) are readable by 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s , as i s Chan's a r t i c l e (1968) on the r o l e o f the 
i n d i v i d u a l i n Chinese r e l i g i o n . Thompson (1973) covers both p u b l i c 
and f a m i l y r e l i g i o n s i n c e the Shang and i s e s s e n t i a l l y a c o l l e c t i o n 
of s o u r c e - e x t r a c t s . Granet's a n a l y s i s (1975) though c l o s e l y d e t a i l e d 
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could a l s o be drawn upon. With s p e c i f i c regard to Chinese Buddhism, 
70 
"one of the g r e a t themes i n the h i s t o r y of c i v i l i s a t i o n s " , a f t e r 
71 
reading a simple summary the t e a c h e r could progress to Wright's 
readable monograph (1959) which makes r i c h use of source m a t e r i a l , or 
Ch'en's survey (1964). De Bary's s u b s t a n t i a l t r a n s l a t i o n s of buddhist 
t e x t s (1964) would be important to use i n t h a t context. Ch'en's 
h i s t o r i c a l study (1973) g i v e s much d e t a i l on Chinese e t h i c s , 
p o l i t i c s , economics, l i t e r a t u r e and s o c i e t y and should be p a r t of any 
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second-stage reading programme f o r the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r . 
The t e a c h e r g i v i n g time to look a t even a s m a l l s e l e c t i o n of the 
t i t l e s h i t h e r t o suggested would equip h i m s e l f f o r reasonably informed 
* 
Another i n the Unesco C o l l e c t i o n of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Works. 
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t e a c h i n g , u s i n g indigenous and western sources and f o c u s i n g s t r o n g l y 
upon c u l t u r a l p a t t e r n s , on d i v e r s e a s p e c t s of Chinese h i s t o r y from 
e a r l i e s t times to the p r e s e n t . A s e l e c t i o n of books, a r t i c l e s and 
t e x t u a l m a t e r i a l s which could be drawn upon i n p r e p a r i n g and t e a c h i n g 
such a s p e c t s , w i l l now be c o n s i d e r e d . 
One approach to Chinese h i s t o r y i n schools could be through a 
d y n a s t i c or p e r i o d i c a l framework. For the f i r s t such p e r i o d , from 
e a r l i e s t times to the Chou, s e v e r a l i n t r o d u c t o r y o u t l i n e s could be 
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recommended, e s p e c i a l l y those by Hay (1973) and F i t z g e r a l d (1978). 
Gernet (1968) g i v e s a l u c i d b r i e f o u t l i n e , s t r o n g l y s t r e s s i n g 
s o u r c e s . F u l l e r s t u d i e s by C r e e l (1936) and Granet (1930) are s t i l l 
worth reading, the l a t t e r s t rong on s o c i a l l i f e i n a n c i e n t China. 
More d i f f i c u l t a n a l y s e s by Grousset (1934) Levenson and Schurmann, 
w i t h i t s c l o s e a t t e n t i o n to sources (1969), and Ho (1975) , the l a t t e r 
s e t t i n g e a r l y China i n e a s t a s i a n p e r s p e c t i v e , could a l s o be read by 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . Documentary m a t e r i a l s f o r New H i s t o r y t e a c h i n g 
could be drawn from S t e e l e ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1917,1966) of the Book of 
E t i q u e t t e ( I - l i ) w i t h i t s wealth of d e t a i l on formal v i s i t i n g , 
a r c h e r y , banquets, weddings, costume, h a i r - s t y l e s , food, manners, 
deaths, entertainments and instruments. Cheng Te-k'un's volumes 
(1959-63) on the archaeology of the p e r i o d could a l s o be c o n s u l t e d , 
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though p o s s i b l y too s p e c i a l i s e d . 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y , the p e r i o d could be broken down i n t o s e p a r a t e 
s t u d i e s of p r e h i s t o r i c , Shang and Chou China. For p r e h i s t o r i c China, 
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simple b r i e f sketches are r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e . Andersson's d e t a i l e d 
s t u d i e s (1934,1943) and Hawkes' major book (1963) are w i t h i n the 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t ' s compass: K a r l g r e n , on the other hand (1946) i s too 
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s p e c i a l i s e d . For the archaeology of Shang Anyang, L i C h i (1957) 
o f f e r s a readable i n t r o d u c t i o n . More d e t a i l s on a l l a s p e c t s of 
s o c i a l l i f e a r e found i n C r e e l (1936). The same author's more 
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s p e c i a l i s e d study (1938) could a l s o be used. On Shang a r t , 
a r t e f a c t s and a r c h i t e c t u r e , s e v e r a l modern summaries o f f e r easy 
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reading. U s e f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n s to the Chou p e r i o d are given by 
Eberhard (1960) Lattimore (1951) and, more f u l l y d e t a i l e d , by C r e e l 
(1936) . H i r t h (1908) i s o b s o l e t e i n r e s p e c t of the Shang, but i t s 
treatment of the Chou, readable though l a r g e l y document-based, and 
c r i t i c a l of the sources' h i s t o r i c i t y , i s s t i l l u s e f u l to the 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t f o r whom i t was w r i t t e n . A v i v i d i m p r e s s i o n of the 
p e r i o d i s obtained from Dolby and S c o t t ' s earthy t r a n s l a t i o n (1974) 
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79 of 15 of Ssu-ma Chien's b i o g r a p h i e s of Chou w a r l o r d s . There a r e 
a l s o s e v e r a l easy summaries of Chou a r t , e s p e c i a l l y Rawson's 
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(1980.) C r e e l ' s study of e a r l y Chou s t a t e c r a f t (1970) and 
S o o t h i l l ' s a n a l y s i s of Chou p o l i t i c a l sources (1951) a r e 
unsuitable.^"*" 
On the second g r e a t phase of Chinese h i s t o r y , the p e r i o d of the 
Ch'in and Han, contemporaneous w i t h l a t e r r e p u b l i c a n and e a r l y 
i m p e r i a l Rome, the r e i s ample m a t e r i a l . B e s i d e s numerous b r i e f 
82 
s k e t c h e s , t h r e e books i n p a r t i c u l a r could a t t r a c t n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . 
Capon and Macquitty's study (1973) of Han a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d i s c o v e r i e s , 
s p e c t a c u l a r l y i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h 142 photographs, g i v e s c l e a r 
understanding of the p o l i t i c s , c o u r t , everyday l i f e , f o r e i g n 
** 
p o l i c i e s , c u l t u r e and h i s t o r i c a l l egacy of the p e r i o d . C o t t r e l l ' s 
v i v i d l y d e t a i l e d account of the Ch'in (1962) and Loewe's p o r t r a i t of 
Han l i f e from the w r i t t e n and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence (1968) could 
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a l s o be read without d i f f i c u l t y . 
More s p e c i a l i s e d reading might begin w i t h Levenson and 
Schurmann's a n a l y s i s (1969). B i e l e n s t e i n ' s source-based monograph 
(1980) i n t e r e s t i n g l y d e t a i l s t o p i c s ranging from c e n t r a l and l o c a l 
government s a l a r i e s t o harem l a d i e s , though p o s s i b l y too s p e c i a l i s e d 
f o r t e a c h e r - u s e . Eberhard (1957) e x p l a i n s l i n k s between a s t r o l o g y , 
the c a l e n d a r , and governmental p r a c t i c e s . Economic h i s t o r y i s 
s c r u t i n i s e d i n Loewe's d i f f i c u l t study (1974). North-western 
expansionism and the importance of trade a r e c l e a r l y e x p l a i n e d i n 
Yu's book (1967) which draws upon a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence and g i v e s 
abundant d e t a i l on Han s o c i e t y and p o l i t i c s , and the c r o s s - i n f l u e n c e s 
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between the Chinese and t h e i r neighbours. On Han a r t , h i g h l y 
s p e c i a l i s e d s t u d i e s by such as L a u f e r (1962) and S u l l i v a n (1967) a r e 
b e s t avoided, but Grousset's survey (1934) g i v e s c l e a r h i s t o r i c a l 
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i n s i g h t . S t u d i e s of Han r e l i g i o n and philosophy a r e a l s o 
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a v a i l a b l e . 
The p e r i o d could be s t u d i e d i n p a r a l l e l w ith Rome, and perhaps 
work on mauryan I n d i a fVom Chandragupta to Asoka (321-36 B.C.). 
The authors f a i l to give the source of any contemporary 
q u o t a t i o n s (mostly from the Han Shu). They a l s o i n c o r r e c t l y 
l o c a t e the poet Chii Yuan (d.277 BC.) i n the Han p e r i o d , 
(pp.169-70) . 
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Of e s p e c i a l v a l u e to t e a c h e r s , however, i s the s c h o l a r s h i p which 
has been a p p l i e d to the g r e a t Han p e r i o d h i s t o r i e s , the S h i h Chi and 
Han Shu. Bodde's (1938) important study i n c l u d e s a t r a n s l a t i o n of 
the S h i h C h i ' s account of the Ch'in r e i g n and the l i f e of L i Ssu. 
Watson's t r a n s l a t i o n of S h i C h i passages (1961) i s no l e s s important. 
Watson has a l s o (1974) rendered p a r t s of the Han Shu's b i o g r a p h i c a l 
s e c t i o n i n t o v i v i d E n g l i s h . Dubs' v e r s i o n of the Han Shu (1938-55) 
i s l e s s d i f f i c u l t and b r i e f e r than a t f i r s t s i g h t . Swann (1950) has 
t r a n s l a t e d two chapters from the Han Shu and one from the Shih C h i 
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f o c u s i n g on the s o c i a l and economic l i f e of Han China and before. 
I n a d d i t i o n , important t r a n s l a t i o n s of 21 c h a p t e r s c o v e r i n g Han 
and immediately post-Han China from the l l t h - c e n t u r y Tzu-chih 
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tung-chien have been p u b l i s h e d by Crespigny (1969) and Fang (1965). 
* 
A l l the above t r a n s l a t i o n s are f u l l of h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l , and 
** 
e a s i l y readable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . C o l l e c t i v e l y they comprise an 
u n r i v a l l e d primary source-bank around which r i c h l y rewarding work 
wi t h c h i l d r e n could be organised. 
*** 
The t h i r d phase which might be s t u d i e d , extending through the 
S u i , T'ang and Sung p e r i o d s , has enjoyed a g r e a t d e a l of s p e c i a l i s t 
* 
Emperor Hsiao-ch 1eng, 13 B.C., on h i s c o u r t i e r s : "Extravagant 
and p r o d i g a l , l o v i n g repose and p l e a s u r e , t a k i n g care to enlarge 
t h e i r d w e l l i n g s and r e s i d e n c e s , b u i l d i n g gardens and ponds, 
mai n t a i n i n g an e x c e s s i v e number of male and female s l a v e s . . . 
Wearing flowered s i l k s and gauzes ... We have not heard of any 
who c u l t i v a t e t h e i r p e r s o n a l i t i e s i n obedience to the r u l e s of 
proper conduct". The Huns' c i v i l war: " F l o c k s and herds have 
been l a r g e l y destroyed ... and t h e i r peoples are so hungry and 
s t a r v i n g t h a t they r o a s t and b r o i l each other i n seeking f o r 
food". The k i l l i n g of Wang Mang: "The men of the army cut Wang 
Mang's body to p i e c e s . H is members and h i s f l e s h and bones were 
s l i c e d and d i v i d e d . Those who k i l l e d each other i n the s t r u g g l e 
to secure p a r t s of ( h i s ) body numbered s e v e r a l tens ... (His) 
head was hung up i n the market-place ... some c u t out and ate 
h i s tongue". (Pan Ku, t r . H.H. Dubs, H i s t o r y of the Former Han 
1938-55, v o l . 2, 409; v o l . 2, 251; v o l . 3, 466-7). 
** 
Though Chinese c h a r a c t e r s make the Bodde and Fang t e x t s hard on 
the eye. 
*** 
Perhaps i n p a r a l l e l w i t h gupta I n d i a (320-535 A.D.) a p e r i o d not 
only when Buddhism spread to China but was a l s o the g r e a t age of 
S a n s k r i t ; the Abbasid Empire (744-1258 A.D.) w i t h i t s f u s i o n of 
greek, I n d i a n and p e r s i a n t r a d i t i o n s ; or c a r o l i n g i a n Europe and 
anglo-saxon B r i t a i n . 
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a t t e n t i o n . S e v e r a l of the r e s u l t a n t p u b l i c a t i o n s , n e v e r t h e l e s s , 
could be comprehended by i n t e r e s t e d g e n e r a l i s t s . 
Reading might begin w i t h volume th r e e of the Cambridge H i s t o r y 
of China (1979) but a l e s s s p e c i a l i s e d i n t r o d u c t i o n would be 
a d v i s a b l e . I n t r o d u c t o r y glimpses of the S u i and T'ang r e s p e c t i v e l y 
are given by F r y e r (1975) and Medley (1955); and more s p e c i f i c a l l y of 
high c u l t u r a l splendour by McNeill (1963) and the Schools C o u n c i l 
(1972). R e i s c h a u e r ' s b r i e f v i g n e t t e of n i n t h century China (1955) 
could a l s o be read. S l i g h t l y more d e t a i l e d but c l e a r i n t r o d u c t i o n s 
are given by L a t o u r e t t e (1949) Grousset (1952) F i t z g e r a l d (1961) and 
Dawson (1972). Grousset's account of Hsuan-tsung's r e i g n i s 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g , w i t h a t t e n t i o n to contemporary poetry. 
An a l t e r n a t i v e approach i s through biography. No study f o r the 
e q u i v a l e n t p e r i o d of european h i s t o r y s u r p a s s e s Waley's L i f e of Pu 
Ch i i - i (1949) Ayscough's 'autobiography' of Tu Fu (1929,1934) 
Or 
^ F i t z g e r a l d ' s l i v e s of T ' a i - t s ' u n g (1933) and Wu Chao (1956) f o r human 
* 
i n t e r e s t and v i v i d d e t a i l , or i n p o t e n t i a l f o r work w i t h c h i l d r e n . 
Tu Fu, f o r i n s t a n c e , r e f e r r e d to "arrow-cases s o l d i e r s c a r r y on 
t h e i r h i p s " ; w a l l - b u i l d i n g techniques by "planking up, ramming 
down"; h i s "horse and c a r r i a g e " ; sending l e t t e r s ; p l a y i n g c h e s s ; 
the "pure white w a l l " of a l o r d ' s h a l l ; a compass; "sharp 
s c i s s o r s " ; v i l l a g e water-wheels; government t r e e - p l a n t i n g ; 
bamboo b l i n d s ; v a r i o u s instruments, i n c l u d i n g a 1 2 - s t r i n g e d 
h a r p s i c h o r d ; t e a - d r i n k i n g w i t h sugar and " e a t i n g s p r i n g p a s t y , 
w i t h t i n y s c a l l i o n s " ; round copper and "white a l l o y " c o i n s ; 
s i l v e r f l a g o n s ; r e a l p e a r l s on c l o t h i n g ; d o c t o r s ' p r e s c r i p t i o n s ; 
the "mechanical bow"; gold p l a t e s and jade cups and c h o p s t i c k s ; 
books " s c a t t e r e d i n d i s o r d e r on the bed", and h i s p e r s o n a l 
c o l l e c t i o n of "books of poems, h i s t o r i e s " ; the w a t e r - c l o c k ; 
l a n t e r n s ; h i s w i f e w r i t i n g " s h e e t s of paper"; s t o r e y e d 
post-houses; h i s boat "festooned w i t h b r i g h t s i l k hangings" and 
w i t h i t s "bird-prow"; h i s " u n l i n e d c o a t " , "black f u r robe" and 
"black c o n i c a l cap"; "book l a b e l s " ; "medicine wrappers"; t a k i n g 
cinnabar, " m e d i c i n a l herbs", and e a t i n g w i l d v e g e t a b l e s f o r 
rheumatism; h i s "wax candle"; h i s "embroidered s a d d l e - c l o t h " ; 
h i s thatched study, i t s "doorway made from a mat"; "rudder-men" 
on boats; a c o f f i n "carved w i t h h o r n l e s s dragons"; piped water 
i n bamboos, so t h a t "flowing water" could "penetrate to k i t c h e n 
f o r use"; crossbows; and watchmen. (F. Ayscough, T r a v e l s of a 
Chinese poet, 1934, 55; 55; 83; 84; 145; 223 and 241; 85; 86; 
86; 87; 89; 90; 94; 98; 132; 266 and 277; 101 and 231; 109 and 
189; 110; 111; 111; 113; 116; 118 and 314; 121; 122; 127; 129; 
130 and 156; 157; 171 and 187; 162; 162; 162; 178 and 211; 171; 
174; 179; 189; 190; 198 and 208; 206; 221). 
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But t h e r e are o t h e r s . R e i s c h a u e r ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1955) of the 
Japanese Ennin's d i a r y would need s e l e c t i v e reading, but w i t h i t s 
commentary volume (1955) g i v e s v a l u a b l e d e t a i l on T'ang China, 
e s p e c i a l l y Buddhism and i t s p e r s e c u t i o n . Frodsham's L i f e of L i 
Ho (1970) and Wechsler's study (1974) of the Confucian r o y a l a d v i s e r 
Wei Cheng are i n f o r m a t i v e but readable. B i o g r a p h i c a l content i s 
strong i n a d d i t i o n i n Bingham's n a r r a t i v e of the f a l l of S u i and the 
r i s e of T'ang (1941); and Wright's p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y of the S u i 
(1978). The same author's s t u d i e s of S u i Wen-ti and h i s p r i n c i p a l 
a d v i s e r s (1957) and of T'ang T a i - t s u n g (1976) give i d e o l o g i c a l and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n s i g h t . Solomon's t r a n s l a t i o n (1955) of emperor 
Shun-tsung's d i a r y between February 28th and August 3 1 s t 805 A.D., 
brimming w i t h s o c i a l , economic, p o l i t i c a l and human d e t a i l , has 
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p o t e n t i a l f o r topic-work w i t h c h i l d r e n . 
The p e r i o d could a l s o be approached through c u l t u r a l avenues. De 
Bary's t r a n s l a t i o n s (1964) give i n v a l u a b l e f e e l of the i n t e l l e c t u a l 
c l i m a t e , as do the e s s a y s by F r a n k e l and by T w i t c h e t t (1962) . E i g h t 
n o v e l l a s which could be adapted f o r c h i l d r e n are found i n Bauer and 
Franke (1967). Many T'ang poems are a v a i l a b l e i n t r a n s l a t i o n . S t u d i e s 
of T'ang a r t abound. Grousset (1934) i s s t i l l u s e f u l , e s p e c i a l l y on 
Tun-huang. S c o t t (1966) covers a l l a s p e c t s a g a i n s t a background of 
s o c i a l d e t a i l . Prodan (1960) and Sickman and Soper's four c h a p t e r s 
(1956) could a l s o be read. Prodan makes frequent use of documentary 
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s o u r c e s . Medley's study, however, i s too s p e c i a l i s e d (1981). 
Important s t u d i e s of T'ang p o l i t i c s , economics and s o c i a l 
** 
s t r u c t u r e s could a l s o be drawn upon, i n c l u d i n g the f i v e e s s a y s i n 
P e r r y and Smith (1976) and the twelve i n Wright and T w i t c h e t t (1973). 
T w i t c h e t t ' s s c r u t i n y of s o c i a l d e t a i l from the Tun-huang documents i s 
r e v e a l i n g , w h i l s t h i s b r i e f monograph on f i n a n c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
I t concludes, a f t e r a p o l o g i s i n g f o r dying and causing labour to 
the undertakers: "Now my i l l n e s s g r a d u a l l y worsens ... For my 
b u r i a l , s t r e s s economy and avoid the use of gold, s i l v e r and 
s i l k s f o r ornamental purposes", (pp.59-60). 
The dutch o r i e n t a l i s t Van G u l i k ' s novels comprise i n t e r e s t i n g 
i m a ginative r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s i n t h i s r e s p e c t - e.g. The w i l l o w 
p a t t e r n (1963) The emperor's p e a r l (1963) - though not always 
s u i t a b l e f o r c h i l d r e n (see Red pavilion,1969,pp. 18-21). 
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d e t a i l s l and-holding, t a x a t i o n , t r a n s p o r t and bureaucracy. 
P u l l e y b l a n k 1 s r e s e a r c h (1955) on the important An Lu-shan r e b e l l i o n 
could a l s o be read. On the other hand, works such as Backus's 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n (1981) of sources on the south-western p o l i c i e s of the 
T'ang, and Wright's a n a l y s i s (1959) of T'ang Buddhism, are probably 
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too s p e c i a l i s e d . 
* 
The n o n - s p e c i a l i s t approaching the Sung p e r i o d must begin w i t h 
simple o u t l i n e s such as those by Grousset (1952) or C o t t e r e l l and 
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Morgan (1975) s i n c e the chronology i s l e s s c l e a r - c u t than w i t h the 
Han or T'ang. Surveys of the a r t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y S u l l i v a n ' s (1973) 
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e x p o s i t i o n of the v a r i o u s s c h o o l s of p a i n t i n g , or s t u d i e s of 
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l i t e r a t i and t h e i r work, o f f e r other modes of e n t r y . Lu Yu's D i a r y 
of a t r i p to Shu (Ju Shu-chi) p a i n t s a v i v i d p i c t u r e of Sung China i n 
1169 A.D. More advanced m a t e r i a l on s o c i a l and economic development 
i s found i n E l v i n ' s important study (1973). Shiba Yoshinobu (1970) i s 
l e s s r e a d able. Kracke (1953) d e t a i l s the b u r e a u c r a t i c system, 
Sch i r o k a u e r (1962) the p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e a t c o u r t , H a r t w e l l (1971) 
the p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e of h i s t o r i a n s . The h i s t o r i c a l importance of 
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the p e r i o d i s a s s e s s e d i n L i u and Golas' compendium (1969) . The 
most rewarding r e a d i n g f o r the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t , however, i s Gernet's 
p o r t r a i t of d a i l y l i f e i n the l a t e r 13th. century. P r i m a r i l y based on 
Chinese s o u r c e s , i t g i v e s d e t a i l s on c i t y l i f e , s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s , 
** 
the l i f e c y c l e , l e i s u r e , r e l i g i o n and mundane domestic a c t i v i t i e s 
which could be used to support a range of imaginative classroom 
approaches to medieval China. Few equals among the h i s t o r i c a l 
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l i t e r a t u r e on Europe or B r i t a i n s p r i n g to mind. 
Trea t e d s e p a r a t e l y here, but the t e a c h e r would need to c o n s i d e r 
the arguments f o r a break a f t e r the An Lu-shan r e b e l l i o n , and a 
l i n k - u p between l a t e r T'ang and Sung s t u d i e s . 
"An e l e g a n t and w e l l - d r e s s e d young woman who owned a f i n e 
tea-house . . engaged i n a d e l o u s i n g o p e r a t i o n . Her c l o t h e s were 
l a i d out on a s m a l l t a b l e , and she popped a l l the l i c e she found 
i n t o her mouth ... The movement of hand to mouth was almost 
continuous". ... " T h e i r customs s c a n d a l i z e d Arab merchants ... 
'They are not c l e a n ... They never wash themselves w i t h water 
when they have defecated, but wipe themselves w i t h Chinese 
paper'". (Gernet, pp.123,126). 
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The h i s t o r y of the contemporaneous L i a o empire, which occupied 
p a r t s of present-day Mongolia and northern China from 10th to 12th. 
c e n t u r i e s , and whose name, K i t a y , was used by Europeans to designate 
* 
the whole Chinese world (Cathaia) could a l s o be i n v e s t i g a t e d . There 
i s one outstanding source, W i t t f o g e l and Feng's (1946) i n t r o d u c t i o n 
to and t r a n s l a t i o n of the Standard h i s t o r y of L i a o ( L i a o S h i h ) . 
B r i e f e r and more readable than i t i n i t i a l l y appears, i t c o n t a i n s a 
wealth of concrete d e t a i l and could be drawn upon f o r work w i t h lower 
secondary c l a s s e s . ^ 
The f o u r t h g r e a t phase, the Mongol (Yuan), Ming and e a r l i e r 
Manchu (Ch'ing) p e r i o d s , which saw s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g western 
i n t e r e s t , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l documented and suggests good p o t e n t i a l 
f o r classroom work. 
The Yuan p e r i o d o f f e r s an opportunity f o r i n t e g r a t i n g Chinese 
h i s t o r y w i t h broader p e r s p e c t i v e s through study of the Mongols. That 
goes beyond p r e s e n t purposes, but V l a d i m i r t s o v ' s l i f e of Genghis I ^ n 
(1930) C a r p i n i ' s , Rubruquis's and L i Chi-chang's 13th. century 
accounts of the mongol c o u r t (1900,1903,1888) and s e v e r a l r e c e n t 
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h i s t o r i e s f o r a d u l t s and c h i l d r e n could be drawn upon. 
For Mongol China, l i m i t e d i n t r o d u c t o r y reading, i n c l u d i n g 
a t t e n t i o n to a r t , a r c h i t e c t u r e and l i t e r a t u r e , s h o u l d l i k e w i s e be 
seen as p r e p a r a t o r y to e a r l y use of the primary evidence from western 
v i s i t o r s i n c l u d i n g Polo, Pordenone, Montecorvino, Perugia, M a r i g n o l l i 
and B a t u t a . Polo's d e s c r i p t i o n s of K u b l a i Khan, h i s p a l a c e , c a p i t a l , 
f e a s t s , f e s t i v a l s , hunting and government, b e s i d e s such as paper 
money, c o a l , the p o s t , roads, r i v e r s , the grand c a n a l , and v a r i o u s 
c i t i e s , e s p e c i a l l y Hangchow, are v i v i d l y reproduced i n Y u l e ' s volumes 
** 
(1903-20). More modern v e r s i o n s are a l s o a v a i l a b l e (1938,1958). 
*** 
Polo's h i s t o r i c i t y may be open to q u e s t i o n , and 
I t s u r v i v e s today i n R u s s i a n and P e r s i a n as the name f o r China. 
** 
These t o t a l 954 pages, but most i s commentary and notes. Polo's 
t e x t occupies p a r t s of 211 pages. 
*** 
He f a i l e d to mention the g r e a t w a l l (which he would have passed 
through) t e a - d r i n k i n g (he was i n Fukien) and foot-binding; and 
f a l s e l y claimed to have been governor of Yangchow (not mentioned 
i n Chinese documents). 
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101* O l s c h k i ' s c r i t i q u e (1960) should be read. The o t h e r primary 
sources mentioned are a l l a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h , add d e t a i l omitted by 
Polo, and may be more r e l i a b l e . Pordenone's and Batuta's accounts are 
p a r t i c u l a r l y important. Few sources f o r european h i s t o r y can r i v a l 
** 
t h e i r sober d e s c r i p t i o n s , i n t r i n s i c f a s c i n a t i o n and p o t e n t i a l f o r 
work w i t h c h i l d r e n . 
I n the case of Ming China, i t i s again a d v i s a b l e to begin w i t h 
b r i e f summaries such as are given by F a irbank, Reischauer and C r a i g 
103 
(1973) F r y e r (1975) or Hegel (1981). The n o n - s p e c i a l i s t might a l s o 
p r o f i t from one of the many b r i e f surveys of Ming a r t and 
a r c h i t e c t u r e . Hobson (1962) and Lion-Goldschmidt (1978) though u s e f u l 
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are very s p e c i a l i s e d . The b e s t i n t r o d u c t o r y book f o r the 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t i s Paludan's d e s c r i p t i o n of the 13 Ming tombs (1981) 
which d e t a i l s p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y , costume, a r t , a r c h i t e c t u r e and 
customs, makes f r e e use of Chinese s o u r c e s , and i s i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h 
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251 photographs. 
More advanced reading i n c l u d e s Hucker's a n a l y s i s (1957) of 
governmental s t r u c t u r e and p r a c t i c e s and the i n t e l l e c t u a l o p p o s i t i o n ; 
Wakeman's study (1972) of academic l e a d e r s h i p and i t s l a t e r c o l l a p s e ; 
Huang's monograph on Ming t a x a t i o n (1974) which, though g e n e r a l l y too 
s p e c i a l i s e d , has t h r e e chapters i l l u m i n a t i n g the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
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system; and Mote's e s s a y (1977) on Ming Nanking. 
As w i t h the Yuan, however, e a r l y r e c o u r s e must be made to the 
107 
w r i t i n g s of western v i s i t o r s . Boxer's t r a n s l a t i o n (1953) of 
P e r e i r a ' s , de Rada's and da C r u z 1 accounts, e s p e c i a l l y the l a t t e r , 
and Staunton's t r a n s l a t i o n (1853-4) of Mendoza's s y n t h e s i s o f f e r 
u s e f u l source m a t e r i a l f o r secondary or even primary c l a s s e s . 
(Boxer's 91-page i n t r o d u c t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y h e l p f u l to the 
t e a c h e r ) . G a l l a g h e r ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1953) of R i c c i ' s d e t a i l e d 
d e s c r i p t i o n of Ming China's c i t i e s , a g r i c u l t u r e , technology, 
education, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , food, c l o t h i n g , h o s p i t a l i t y , s o c i a l 
*** 
customs and b e l i e f s i s e q u a l l y v a l u a b l e f o r work w i t h c h i l d r e n , as 
* 
P e l l i o t , Notes on Marco Polo, 1959 (611 pp) i s too s p e c i a l i s e d . 
** 
M a r i g n o l l i ' s r e f e r e n c e s to China are more s p e c u l a t i v e . 
*** 
Apparently lengthy (616 pp) the b e s t m a t e r i a l i s found i n the 
f i r s t 100 pages. 
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i s C r onin's adaptation (1955). Temple's e d i t i o n (1919) of Mundy's 
vigorous s k e t c h could support comparative s t u d i e s of e a r l y modern 
108 
China and B r i t a i n . 
The Manchu (Ch'ing) p e r i o d could l i k e w i s e be s t u d i e d as a 
'patch', though the complex l a t e r p e r i o d might more v a l i d l y be 
approached through work on 'modern China'. B r i e f h i s t o r i c a l 
s k e t c h e s 1 0 9 and i n t r o d u c t i o n s t o the a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e 1 1 0 abound. 
Some t e a c h e r s might then proceed to more d e t a i l e d a n a l y s e s , such as 
L i Chien-nung's major study (1967) Spence and W i l l s ' s e d i t i o n of 
e s s a y s on the l a t e r 17th century t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d (1979) or the 
r e l e v a n t volumes of the Cambridge H i s t o r y of China (1978,1980). More 
advanced reading could be i l l u m i n a t e d by Schurmann and S c h e l l ' s 30 
source e x t r a c t s on the Manchu p e r i o d , or P e l i s s i e r ' s e f f e c t i v e 
H I 
s e l e c t i o n . 
Again, however, the most a t t r a c t i v e m a t e r i a l f o r t e a c h i n g 
purposes i s contemporary s o u r c e s . Books based on Chinese sources 
i n c l u d e M e s k i l l s ' s study (1979) of one f a m i l y from the 1720s to the 
1890s; Spence's p o r t r a i t of s o c i a l , economic and l e g a l a f f a i r s i n one 
county through the e x p e r i e n c e s of one woman (1978) and h i s biography 
of K'ang-hsi (1974); and Backhouse and Bland's l i f e of T z u - h s i (1910) 
and t h e i r impressions of the Manchu r u l e r s ' r e l a t i o n s w i t h c o u r t and 
* 
country (1914). Other indigenous m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e s r e c o l l e c t i o n s of 
mid-19th century l i f e by Yan Phou Lee (1922) and Ning Lao T a i T a i 
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(1967). E x t r a c t s from any of these sources could be adapted f o r 
use w i t h c h i l d r e n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , profuse m a t e r i a l may be drawn from 
western accounts such as du Halde's r e p o r t (1738) on every a s p e c t of 
l i f e , i n c l u d i n g d e s c r i p t i o n s and f i n e maps of a l l 15 p r o v i n c e s ; the 
anonymous Chinese T r a v e l l e r (1775) which s y n t h e s i s e d the work of du 
Halde and Lecomte (1698); Macartney's d e s c r i p t i o n (1962, 1797) of the 
c o u r t , costume, entertainment and t r a v e l of Ch'ien-lung's China; 
Barrow's s l i g h t l y j aundiced d e t a i l (1804) on i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
customs; Fortune's c a r e f u l o b s e r v a t i o n s (1853); D o o l i t t l e ' s study of 
s o c i a l l i f e (1876) w i t h i t s numerous li n e - d r a w i n g s ; and Thomson's 
p o r t f o l i o of 84 photographs and commentary on r u r a l and urban l i f e 
113 
(1898). Walters and Robins' account of Anson's v i s i t to China 
* 
D e s p i t e f a i l u r e to i d e n t i f y s o u r c e s . 
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(1748) and the books by Wells W i l l i a m s (1861) and Smith (1894) p a i n t 
a g e n e r a l l y h o s t i l e s t e r e o t y p e and would be b e s t avoided f o r school 
work. 
The range of p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l s on 20th century China i s g r e a t , 
and i m p o s s i b l e adequately to e v a l u a t e f o r teacher-use i n the l i m i t e d 
space a v a i l a b l e . Moreover, the p e r i o d i s extremely complex. 
Accounts of western v i s i t o r s from the 1930s suggest t h a t 1 l a t e 
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t r a d i t i o n a l China' d i d not end w i t h the Manchu. On the other 
hand, the c e n t u r y ' s dramatic p o l i t i c a l developments d i d not a r i s e 
o v e r n i g h t . T h e i r o r i g i n s go back a t l e a s t to the 1890s, w h i l s t t h e r e 
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i s a strong argument f o r s k e t c h i n g 'modern China' from the 1840s. 
Thus, the suggestions i n t h i s s e c t i o n are advanced w i t h e s p e c i a l 
d i f f i d e n c e . 
The b e s t simple i n t r o d u c t i o n , g i v i n g a t t e n t i o n to l i t e r a t u r e and 
a r t as w e l l as to p o l i t i c a l s t r i f e , i s i n C o t t e r e l l and Morgan 
(1975). Dunn's essay (1972) i s u s e f u l . S c h i r o k a u e r ' s s k e t c h (1978) 
of Chinese c i v i l i s a t i o n between 1895 and 1949 could be read i n 
harness w i t h L i ' s c h a p t e r s (1971) on p o l i t i c a l events 1912 to 
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1949. An i n t r o d u c t o r y approach through a r t and l i t e r a t u r e i s a l s o 
suggested, i n c l u d i n g b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s such as o f f e r e d by Hsu 
(1964) or Vohra (1974). Han Suyin's a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l t r i l o g y 
118 
(1965-8) a f f o r d s c o n c r e t e l y d e t a i l e d i n s i g h t . 
Readable h i s t o r i e s of modern China abound, some c o n c e n t r a t i n g on 
the 20th century, o t h e r s going back to the 1840s or even e a r l i e r . 
Spence's study of r e v o l u t i o n (1982) i s through the l i v e s and 
w r i t i n g s , not of dominating p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , but of l i t e r a r y 
f i g u r e s , h i s t o r i a n s and p h i l o s o p h e r s . Bianco (1971) focuses on the 
r e v o l u t i o n ' s u n d e r l y i n g s o c i a l and p h i l o s o p h i c a l c u r r e n t s . 
F i t z g e r a l d (1964) emphasises the Chinese context of p h i l o s o p h i c a l -
p o l i t i c a l developments between 1911 and the 1960s. A l a t e r account 
by the same author (1971) a l l i e s 83 dramatic photographs and cartoons 
to a s c h o l a r l y t e x t . McAleavy's book (1968) i n c l u d e s r a r e Chinese 
cartoons and photographs and i t s c r y s t a l l i n e s t y l e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
119 
s u i t a b l e to the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t . There are numerous oth e r readable 
accounts, however, i n c l u d i n g White's j o u r n a l i s t i c n a r r a t i v e (1970) 
which c o n t a i n s c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h Mao, over 100 photographs and 
* 
b i o g r a p h i e s of 11 l e a d i n g f i g u r e s . North (1966) e f f e c t i v e l y uses * S u r p r i s i n g l y e x c l u d i n g Chu Teh, L i u Shao-chi and Mme Chiang. 
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contemporary sources, eye-witness accounts and v i s u a l m a t e r i a l , and 
h i s 11 maps, b i o g r a p h i c a l r e g i s t e r of 79 p e r s o n a l i t i e s and 18-page 
chronology from 1644 are u s e f u l f o r t e a c h i n g purposes. Clubb's 
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n a r r a t i v e (1978) i s lengthy, but c l e a r l y d e t a i l e d . Easy s t u d i e s 
i n languages other than E n g l i s h , such as V i e r h e l l e r ' s monograph 
1 1 I 
122 
121 
(1972) might a l s o repay a t t e n t i o n . For documentary support, t h e r e 
are s e v e r a l w e ll-chosen c o l l e c t i o n s . 
Reading i n t o the e a r l i e r p a r t of the p e r i o d might i n c l u d e 
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s t u d i e s of the Boxers; L i ' s c l o s e i n s i g h t i n t o Chinese views of 
events up to 1928 (1967); Chen's account (1979) of western i n f l u e n c e 
between 1815 and 1937, e s p e c i a l l y s t rong on e a r l y 20th century 
i n t e l l e c t u a l r e o r i e n t a t i o n ; Adshead's c l e a r s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s 
(1973) ; L i n Yutang's famous apologia (1938); or b i o g r a p h i c a l m a t e r i a l 
on Sun Yat-sen (1919,1968,1969) and Yuan S h i h - k a i ( 1 9 6 1 ) . 1 2 4 There 
are s e v e r a l s o u r c e - c o l l e c t i o n s , and Tsou Jun's a n t i - w e s t e r n t r a c t 
(1903,1968) i s r e v e a l i n g . 1 2 5 
There i s an i n t e r e s t i n g range of s c h o l a r s h i p from which t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l on the p e r i o d 1921-49 could be drawn. B i o g r a p h i e s of Mao by 
Chen (1965) and Schram (1966) both make f u l l use of indigenous 
s o u r c e s . Chen g i v e s a u s e f u l chronology and p r i n t s 37 of Mao's 
poems. Schram's study i s complemented by c o l l e c t i o n s of e x t r a c t s 
from Mao's c o n v e r s a t i o n , speeches and w r i t i n g s (1969,1974). Recent 
b i o g r a p h i e s by Han Suyin (1976), Howard (1977) and Wilson (1979) are 
g r a p h i c a l l y d e t a i l e d . Hahn's c r i t i q u e of Chiang (1955) i s 
j o u r n a l i s t i c but easy reading. Sheridan's biography of a w a r l o r d i n 
the 1920s (1966) and h i s study of r e p u b l i c a n d i s i n t e g r a t i o n and 
r e i n t e g r a t i o n ' ^ g i v e a v i v i d p i c t u r e . Holcombe (1931) has almost 
documentary v a l u e . Wilson (1971) i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y readable account 
of the long march. Thome's s c r u t i n y of manchurian c r i s i s documents 
i s v a l u a b l e , though w i t h weak mapwork (1972). Dwyer's s e l e c t i o n 
(1974) of documents on r u r a l and urban l i f e between the wars i s 
i l l u m i n a t i n g . ^ "2^ 
Of even g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t and p o t e n t i a l f o r source-based 
t e a c h i n g , however, are f i r s t - h a n d accounts such as Hsieh's d e t a i l s 
(1943) on r e v o l u t i o n i n the 1920s and the treatment of l a n d l o r d s and 
communists; F o s t e r ' s h o s t i l e account (1928) of the n a t i o n a l 
r e v o l u t i o n ; Tawney's assessment (1932) of r u r a l and i n d u s t r i a l l i f e ; 
K ates' (1967) and S e w e l l ' s (1970) c o n t r a s t e d p o r t r a i t s of l i f e i n 
Peking and the Szechuan c o u n t r y s i d e i n the 1930s; Snow's i n t e r n a l 
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r e p o r t on Chinese communism, i n c l u d i n g c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h Mao, an 
outstanding account of the long march, and notes on 97 l e a d i n g 
r e v o l u t i o n i s t s (1968, 1937); Peck's (1941) and Mowrer's re c o r d s 
(1938) of t h e i r v i s i t s during the japanese i n v a s i o n ; and Smedley's 
* 
g r a p h i c d i s p a t c h e s from the red army a t war (1938) . These may be 
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supplemented from the documentary c o l l e c t i o n s noted e a r l i e r . 
Post-1949 China has generated a f l o o d of l i t e r a t u r e i n the West. 
Much of i t , however, l a c k s t h a t d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s expected of h i s t o r y 
t e a c h i n g and which those seeking to introduce Chinese m a t e r i a l to the 
c u r r i c u l u m would be wise to d i s p l a y . Moreover, i t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t 
to d i s e n t a n g l e from contemporary p o l i t i c s and s o c i o l o g y . A c l e a r 
b r i e f h i s t o r i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n i s o b t a i n a b l e from S c h i r o k a u e r (1978) 
** 
and r a t h e r longer o u t l i n e s k e tches from B r u l e (1971) , Bown (1977) 
Clubb (1978) and Chesneaux, w i t h e f f e c t i v e use of sources (1979) . 
Buss (1962) and P u r c e l l (1962) i n c l u d e s t i l l - u s e f u l n a r r a t i v e up to 
1960. The c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n should be approached through 
Robinson's e d i t i o n of s e l e c t e d documents and o r a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s 
(1970). For the r o o t s of China's r e c e n t p a s t F i t z g e r a l d and Roper 
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(1973) i s u s e f u l . Contemporary s o c i e t y can be approached by 
n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s through easy surveys by Cameron, i n c l u d i n g 140 
p i c t u r e s (1974) and o t h e r s . Solomon (1975) g i v e s d e t a i l l i k e l y to 
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undermine p r e v i o u s l y h e l d s t e r e o t y p e s . More advanced reading 
could i n c l u d e Hinton's o b j e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l a n a l y s i s (1973) W a l l e r ' s 
study of the p a r t y - s t a t e s t r u c t u r e (1973) Kolb's s c r u t i n y (1971) of 
p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i e t y , Wylie's e d i t i o n of s i x e s s a y s on peasant 
r e v o l u t i o n (1972) Breth's use of s t a t i s t i c a l evidence i n a study of 
economic development (1977) SACU's document-based survey of f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y (1979) and accounts of r e c e n t developments by such as Evans 
When the Japanese bombed Taiyuan, "Four g r e a t japanese bombers, 
blue s t e e l w i t h the sun g l i n t i n g on them, droned 
menacingly ...We stood out under the t r e e s and watched the 
murderers i n the a i r , r a i n i n g death". L a t e r she saw "mangled 
corpses, one of them broken to p i e c e s l i k e a s t u f f e d d o l l . The 
back was broken and the l e g s bent f l a t up the back". When 
Taiyuan f e l l , "The c i t y w a l l ran w i t h blood and the bodies of 
the defenders were p i l e d up around t h e i r machine-guns". The 
Japanese "entered a c i t y on whose w a l l s were frozen streams of 
the blood of i t s defenders. The f r o z e n corpses l a y w i t h f a c e s 
turned to the w i n t r y sky - f a c e s s t e r n and grim w i t h purpose". 
(A. Smedley, China f i g h t s back, 1938,78-9,101,215). 
Often used i n s c h o o l s , t h i s i s more s u i t a b l e f o r t e a c h e r s . 
Chambers' a t t a c k , t h a t the book l a c k s cohesion and i s l i k e l y to 
b a f f l e r e a d e r s (History,63,1978,274) i s not accepted. 
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(1978) and Brugger (1980). T e r r i l l ' s e d i t i o n (1979) of 16 a r t i c l e s 
by d i s t i n g u i s h e d e x p e r t s avoids the e x c e s s i v e p o l i t i c a l emphasis of 
some books, w i t h m a t e r i a l on d a i l y and p r i v a t e l i f e , l o v e , c u l t u r e , 
t r a d i t i o n and change. Kaplan (1979) and Summerfield (1981) a r e 
h e l p f u l r e f e r e n c e works. Documents by Milton and Schurmann (1977) 
cover the p e r i o d 1966-72, i n c l u d i n g 54 on the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n . 1 " ^ 0 
M a t e r i a l from Chinese sources can be u s e f u l , though t e x t u a l b i a s 
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o f t e n obtrudes. Books such as Shabad's survey of n a t i o n a l and 
r e g i o n a l development s i n c e 1949 (1972) a r e not recommended f o r 
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n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . 
As w i t h e a r l i e r p e r i o d s , however, t e a c h e r s would f i n d 
p e n - p i c t u r e s by western v i s i t o r s a p a r t i c u l a r l y rewarding 
i n t r o d u c t i o n and classroom source. Belden's d e s c r i p t i o n s (1970) of 
events i n the l a t e r 1940s are notably g r a p h i c . Reports by Crook 
(1959, 1966) Myrdal (1963) and Hinton (1966) on r e v o l u t i o n i n 
i n d i v i d u a l v i l l a g e s could be e x p l o i t e d . V e r b a l - v i s u a l accounts of 
journeys i n China by Myrdal (1965, 1980) Mendelssohn (1969) Loescher 
(1974) Morath and M i l l e r (1979) and, s p e c t a c u l a r l y , Zetterholm and 
Gartze (1977) o f f e r a r i c h source. J o u r n a l i s t i c accounts by Greene 
(1963) Snow (1962 and 1970) and Topping (1972) i n c l u d i n g i n t e r v i e w s 
w i t h Chinese l e a d e r s , g i v e much concrete d e t a i l . Herbert and Trudeau 
* 
(1968) o f f e r a u s e f u l c r i t i q u e of p r e - c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n China. 
S c h e l l (1978) i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s u c c e s s f u l i n humanising contemporary 
China. S c h u l t e s s (1966) i n c l u d e s 167 d e t a i l e d photographs and an 
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important a r t i c l e by Snow ('Warum China r o t wurde"). Books w i t h 
even more o v e r t p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n than some of the above, 
however, such as A l l e y ' s u n c r i t i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n of h i s journeys i n 
the 1960s (1973) d e s p i t e i t s u s e f u l i n s i g h t i n t o the commune system 
or B u r c h e t t and A l l e y ' s e v a l u a t i o n of the q u a l i t y of l i f e under 
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communism (1976) might be l e s s u s e f u l to the h i s t o r y t e a c h e r . 
An a l t e r n a t i v e to d y n a s t i c 'patches' could be s p e c i f i c t o p i c s or 
themes. S o l e l y f o r economy of space and avoidance of r e p e t i t i o n , 
however, r e s o u r c e s s u i t a b l e f o r tea c h e r - u s e i n pre p a r i n g such 
m a t e r i a l w i l l be considered i n l e s s d e t a i l than f o r the d y n a s t i c 
patches. 
* 
T h e i r v i s i t was i n 1960. 
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Rewarding t o p i c work w i t h c h i l d r e n could focus upon s t u d i e s of 
h e r o i c f i g u r e s from Chinese h i s t o r y . Teacher-reading could begin 
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with Dawson's chapter on the emperors (1978). There i s adequate 
m a t e r i a l to support a study of Sh i h Huang-ti, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
C o t t e r e l l ' s (1981) s y n t h e s i s of the w r i t t e n and r e c e n t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
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evidence. On the Han emperors Kao-tsu and Wu T i s e v e r a l b r i e f 
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sketches could be used. Loewe (1974) has w r i t t e n an i l l u m i n a t i n g 
study of Wang Mang, who could perhaps be s t u d i e d i n comparison w i t h 
138 
the Sung statesman Wang An-shih. The b e s t source on the S u i 
139 
emperors i s Wright's work (1978,1960,1957). T'ang T ' a i - t s u n g and 
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Wu T s e - t ' i e n a r e por t r a y e d by F i t z g e r a l d (1933,1956). I n the 
modern p e r i o d , Spence's biography of K'ang-hsi (1974) c o n s t r u c t e d 
from m i c r o s c o p i c p e r u s a l of the emperor's own words, both o f f i c i a l 
* ** 
and p e r s o n a l , p r e s e n t s the s u b j e c t ' i n the round' and i s a good 
example of how non-european h i s t o r y should be approached i n the West. 
J u d i c i o u s use of e x t r a c t s i n the classroom might not only promote 
worthwhile h i s t o r i c a l education but a l s o help undermine 
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s t e r e o t y p e s . No e q u i v a l e n t e x i s t s f o r Ch'ien-lung, though Kahn's 
d i f f i c u l t monograph based on the emperor's w r i t i n g s could be read by 
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some t e a c h e r s (1971) . Tzu H s i i s c o l o u r f u l l y p a i n t e d i n Warner's 
*** 
biography (1972) which w i t h care could be used i n the classroom. 
No l e s s u s e f u l , and i n c l u d i n g the r o y a l c o m p t r o l l e r ' s d i a r y , i s 
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Backhouse and Bland's p o r t r a i t (1910,1939). Twentieth century 
p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s who might be s t u d i e d i n c l u d e Yuan S h i h - k ' a i , Sun 
Yat-sen, Chiang Kai-shek and Mao Tse-tung. B i o g r a p h i c a l treatments 
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of a l l four were noted e a r l i e r . 
Not only p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s should be s t u d i e d , however. S e v e r a l 
Chinese t r a v e l l e r s and e x p l o r e r s a r e s u i t a b l e f o r topic-work, f o r 
which purpose an i n v a l u a b l e t e a c h e r - s o u r c e would be Mirsky's 
t r a n s l a t i o n s w i t h explanatory comments (1965) from Chinese t r a v e l 
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records from Han to l a t e Ch'ing times. . For l a n d - t r a v e l l e r s , B e a l 
S e v e r a l hundred l e t t e r s are e x t a n t . 
** 
I n c l u d i n g o r d e r i n g underwear f o r h i s concubines, and s i t t i n g 35 
days and n i g h t s b e s i d e h i s dying grandmother. 
*** D e t a i l r e l a t i n g to c a s t r a t i o n of eunuchs and Chinese s e x u a l 
i d e a s would need expurgation (pp 32-3,42-3). 
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(1911) and Waley (1952) o f f e r readable t r a n s l a t i o n s of H u i - l i ' s 
contemporary l i f e of Huang-tsang. B e a l ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1885) of 
Huang-tsang's t r a v e l r e c o r d i s l e s s f o r b i d d i n g than a t f i r s t s i g h t . 
I t a l s o i n c l u d e s the t r a v e l r ecords of F a - h s i e n and Sung-yun. Other 
t r a n s l a t i o n s of F a - h s i e n ' s Buddhist C o u n t r i e s Record (Fo-Kwo-Ki) by 
Legge (1886) and G i l e s (1923) could be read. H i r t h (1917) has 
t r a n s l a t e d the Shih C h i ' s r e l e v a n t s e c t i o n on Chang-ch'ien and Pan 
Ch'ao. Accounts of l a t e r g r e a t land journeys by K i u Chang-chun and 
L i Chi-chang, Rabban Sauma and Hsu Hsia-k'o are l i k e w i s e a v a i l a b l e i n 
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t r a n s l a t i o n . . On n a v a l e x p l o r a t i o n s , enough m a t e r i a l could be 
drawn together from the few a v a i l a b l e s o u r c e s , e s p e c i a l l y on Cheng 
147 
Ho, to provide f o r u s e f u l topic-work. 
A t h i r d b i o g r a p h i c a l - t o p i c approach could be through l i t e r a t i 
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and p h i l o s o p h e r s . As suggested e a r l i e r , numerous s c h o l a r l y 
s t u d i e s have been p u b l i s h e d i n E n g l i s h s i n c e the 1920s. Replete w i t h 
h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l , they could be u t i l i s e d as sources f o r rewarding 
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school h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g . 
Other than b i o g r a p h i c a l t o p i c work, however, s e v e r a l s o c i a l 
h i s t o r y s u b j e c t s appear s u f f i c i e n t l y r esourced to permit v a r i e d and 
i n t e r e s t i n g m a t e r i a l f o r use i n s c h o o l . 
One good t o p i c f o r work w i t h c h i l d r e n , though the danger of 
r e i n f o r c i n g s t e r e o t y p e s of 'unchanging China' has to be acknowledged, 
could be t r a d i t i o n a l Chinese s o c i e t y , emphasising f a m i l y l i f e , but 
i n c l u d i n g other matters such as c l o t h i n g , food, entertainments, 
ceremonies and law and punishment. S e v e r a l b r i e f surveys are 
a v a i l a b l e , e s p e c i a l l y L i n Yutang's s k e t c h (1938). More c o l o u r f u l 
d e t a i l i s found i n Granet's study (1930) of s o c i a l l i f e before the 
Han p e r i o d , Loewe's of the Han (1968) and Gernet's of the Sung 
(1962). Teng's t r a n s l a t i o n (1968) of a l a t e s i x t h - c e n t u r y source, 
though not easy i s i n f o r m a t i v e on a t t i t u d e s to marriage, f a m i l y 
management, te a c h i n g c h i l d r e n , customs and manners, and f a m i l y 
r e l i g i o n . Spence (1978) conveys i n s i g h t i n t o l a t e r 17th century 
s o c i a l mores. M e s k i l l (1979) y i e l d s much d e t a i l on f a m i l y l i f e and 
s t r u c t u r e s between the e a r l y 18th and l a t e 19th c e n t u r i e s . Baker 
(1979) g i v e s a glimpse of the l a t e t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l f a m i l y , again 
w i t h c l o s e r e f e r e n c e to s o u r c e s . Hsu's p i c t u r e (1949) of v i l l a g e 
f a m i l i e s i n the e a r l y 1940s covers such as death, b u r i a l s and graves, 
marriage, houses and education. Pa Chin (1958) o f f e r s a c r i t i c a l 
s l a n t v i a f i c t i o n . Even Freedman's lengthy c o l l e c t i o n of s o c i a l 
a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l e s s a y s (1979) could be read w i t h l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y . 
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The b e s t documentary support i s found i n Ebrey's 89 source e x t r a c t s 
l o r t 
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(1981) each w i t h b r i e f explanatory text."*""^ I n a d d i t i o n , s h
a r t i c l e s on s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s of Chinese s o c i a l l i v i n g abound," 
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w h i l s t much d e t a i l may a l s o be gleaned from l i t e r a t u r e . 
More v a l u a b l e f o r t e a c h i n g purposes, however, are eye-witness 
accounts and p e r s o n a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s . The numerous r e c o r d s of western 
t r a v e l l e r s c ould be used as primary s o u r c e s . Law and punishments, 
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f o r example, are f u l l y ( i f gruesomely) d e t a i l e d . An even r i c h e r 
source i s the a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l r e c o l l e c t i o n s of Chinese persons. Yan 
Phou Lee (1922) g i v e s information on c h i l d r e n ' s games, s c h o o l i n g and 
food i n mid-19th century China. Hsieh Ping-ying (1943) d e t a i l s such 
as f o o t b i n d i n g , f a m i l y r e l i g i o n , grandparents, f a m i l y l o v e , p a r e n t a l 
* 
c o n t r o l , and arranged marriages. Chiang Yee (1946) d e s c r i b e s 
c h i l d r e n ' s s t o r i e s , h i s a d u l t i n i t i a t i o n , h a i r - s t y l e s , weddings, 
b i r t h s , deaths and the f a m i l y c o f f i n - s t o r e . Ning Lao T a i T a i ' s 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s (1967) of her childhood and marriage to an opium a d d i c t 
who t r i e d to s e l l h i s c h i l d r e n , i n c l u d e m a t e r i a l on weddings, 
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marriage, footbinding, a b o r t i o n and d i e t . 
Of s p e c i f i c ' s o c i a l ' t o p i c s , one appearing p a r t i c u l a r l y 
well-documented i s the female r o l e i n t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t y . Spence 
(1978) i s an outstanding source, as i s McAleavy's t r a n s l a t i o n (1959) 
of S a i - c h i n - h u a 1 s memoirs. Levy's t r a n s l a t i o n s (1964) of s t o r i e s on 
m a r i t a l l i f e give much understanding. Van G u l i k (1961) g i v e s 
e x p l i c i t source-based d e t a i l on s e x u a l p r a c t i c e s and a t t i t u d e s to 
** 
c o u r t s h i p , love and marriage. P e a r l Buck's novel P a v i l i o n of Women 
(1956) g i v e s informed d e t a i l on l i f e , customs and a t t i t u d e s i n a 
Confined to the home because she r e f u s e d to marry her p a r e n t s ' 
c h o i c e , " I decided to w r i t e to Mr. Sun ... As i t was i m p o s s i b l e 
to w r i t e i n my room, which was c a r e f u l l y kept under o b s e r v a t i o n 
by my mother, I had to w r i t e i n the l a v a t o r y . Because I spent a 
s l i g h t l y longer time t h e r e than u s u a l , my mother immediately 
broke open the door, and f i n d i n g I was w r i t i n g she s a i d 
'What! ... Hand the l e t t e r to me immediately!' I was so f u r i o u s 
t h a t I threw e v e r y t h i n g i n t o the water. A f t e r t h i s we became 
deadly enemies and I was observed even more s t r i c t l y than 
before", (p.154). 
Though i f e x t r a c t s were used i n s c h o o l , c a r e would have to be 
taken i n e d i t i n g (see, eg., pp. 126,145,246-8). 
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wealthy l a d y ' s home and i s v a l u a b l e f o r i t s d e - s t e r e o t y p i n g 
i n f l u e n c e . 
Another i s Chinese education, i n which c o n t r a s t s between the 
'then' and the 'now', and between E a s t and West, could i n t e r e s t 
p u p i l s . Miyazaki (1976) t r a c e s education from b i r t h to the 
m e t r opolit a n examinations. L a i (1970) i n c l u d e s a t r a n s l a t i o n of an 
examination s c r i p t . P o s t - 1 9 4 9 education i s e x p l a i n e d by P r i c e 
(1975) and S l o s s ( 1 9 8 1 ) . 1 5 7 
A t h i r d i s Chinese houses, gardens and a r c h i t e c t u r e , on which 
both b r i e f s k e tches and more d e t a i l e d s t u d i e s e x i s t . Keswick (1978) 
shows the i n f l u e n c e of a e s t h e t i c i s m on garden l a y - o u t . Again, 
however, d e s c r i p t i o n s by western o b s e r v e r s comprise a r i c h 
158** 
source. 
A f o u r t h i s Chinese u r b a n i s a t i o n , f o r which the t e a c h e r could 
again draw e i t h e r from i n t r o d u c t o r y o u t l i n e s or more s p e c i f i c s t u d i e s 
such as S k i n n e r ' s c o l l e c t i o n of e s s a y s (1977). Peking's i m p e r i a l 
magnificence has been e f f e c t i v e l y h i g h l i g h t e d , with strong p i c t o r i a l 
content, i n s e v e r a l books. MacFarquhar (1972) covers i t s h i s t o r y 
from medieval times, w i t h d e s c r i p t i o n s by 13 observers from Polo to 
*** 
Anthony Grey. Greene (1978) and Bonavia (1978) a l s o i n c l u d e 
v a l u a b l e h i s t o r i c a l s e c t i o n s . Much more v a l u a b l e to source-based 
h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , however, i s Jenner's (1981) commentary on and 
t r a n s l a t i o n of the s i x t h - c e n t u r y Record of the monasteries of Loyang, 
the e a r l i e s t s u b s t a n t i a l e x t a n t account of a Chinese c i t y . Commentary 
and document are e a s i l y readable and are a mine of information on 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , s o c i e t y , economics, p o l i t i c s and r e l i g i o n under the 
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Wei. Again, however, s t u d i e s would be e n r i c h e d by f i r s t - h a n d 
western accounts. Polo's d e s c r i p t i o n s of Cambaluc, Hangchow and 
other c i t i e s a r e well-known: da Cruz' of Canton, P e r e i r a ' s of Foochow 
The go-between who "knew b e t t e r than to s p i t on the f l o o r i n 
t h i s house"; the grandfather observing "your mind i s an 
e x c e l l e n t one f o r a woman"; Mme Wu ruminating " I n the e a r t h 
beneath t h i s house human r o o t s run down". (pp. 67,71,175). 
** 
Mundy, f o r i n s t a n c e , d e s c r i b e d Chinese houses i n the 1630s as 
"of b r i c k e and stone, covered w i t h t i l e s ... very 
f a i r e ... r e c h e l y f u r n i s h e d w i t h P l a t e , Beeumbos, C h a i r e s , 
C o t t e s , Hanguings, e t t s " ; t h e i r workmanship i n wood "the f a i r e s t 
t h a t y e t t I ever saw ... of e x c e l l e n t workmanshippe . .. carved 
i n wood, c u r i o u s l y g u i l t and p a i n t e d w i t h e x q u i s i t e c o l l o u r s " . 
(P. Mundy, ed. R.C. Temple, T r a v e l s , v o l . 3 , 1919,239,255,162-3). 
*** Though he erroneously p r i n t s a diagram of the Manchu forbidden 
c i t y i n a chapter on the Ming (p.73). 
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and K u e l i n , Fortune's of Ning-po, Shanghai and s e v e r a l o t h e r s , l e s s 
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so. A l l o f f e r l i v e l y d e t a i l f o r comparative topic-work. 
Though Chinese economic h i s t o r y may be l e s s s u i t a b l e f o r 
c h i l d r e n , t r u e understanding of world h i s t o r y , e a r l y or r e c e n t , i s 
u n l i k e l y without some knowledge of i t . C l e a r i n t r o d u c t i o n s are 
o f f e r e d by Dawson (1978) Tregear (1980) and o t h e r s . B o u l n o i r (1966) 
focuses on the western t r a d e . Gouron (1975) s c r u t i n i s e s Chinese 
a g r i c u l t u r e i n r e g i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e , and i t s consequences on s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e s and a t t i t u d e s . Herrmann (1966) i s i n v a l u a b l e f o r 
r e f e r e n c e . 
On the important Sung p e r i o d , s t u d i e s by Shiba Yoshinobu (1970) 
and E l v i n (1973) supply genuine i n s i g h t . The former, w i t h f u l l use 
of source e x t r a c t s , d e t a i l s s h i p p i n g , commercial management, i n t e r n a l 
trade and markets, c a p i t a l , b r o k e r s , and p a r t i c u l a r l y a g r i c u l t u r e . 
E l v i n ' s book r e f l e c t s c l o s e documentary r e s e a r c h , undermines the 
'unchanging China' myth and i l l u m i n a t e s her world h i s t o r y 
s i g n i f i c a n c e though the T'ang-Sung a g r a r i a n , i n d u s t r i a l , commercial, 
t r a n s p o r t and socio-economic r e v o l u t i o n s . A v a l u a b l e documentary 
source i s H i r t h and R o c k h i l l ' s t r a n s l a t i o n (1966) of Chao Ju-kua's 
16 2 
13th century account of Chinese f o r e i g n t r a d e . 
For the Manchu p e r i o d , J i n g Su's and Lao Lun's study (1978) of 
197 Shantung v i l l a g e s between 1650 and 1900, based on g a z e t t e e r s and 
b r i n g i n g out the importance of the managerial l a n d l o r d c l a s s and the 
s t i m u l u s of u r b a n i s a t i o n could be used to support comparisons w i t h 
developments i n England. D e s c r i p t i o n s by w e s t e r n e r s i n c l u d i n g 
Fortune (1853) Hommel (1969,1937) and Tawney (1932) could be 
s i m i l a r l y used. 
Work on Chinese s o c i a l h i s t o r y and i t s economic i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
can not be disconnected from s c i e n c e and technology, whose study has 
been recommended by such as Church (1939) Needham (1969) and the 
164 
Schools C o u n c i l (1972). An i n t e r e s t e d t e a c h e r should f i r s t read 
Needham's summary (1964) of the w o r l d - i n f l u e n c e of Chinese 
technology. Four books by Needham might then be approached. The f i r s t 
(1981) summarises h i s i d e a s on such as Chinese gunpowder and 
f i r e a r m s , w i t h frequent use of Chinese documentary and i l l u s t r a t i v e 
m a t e r i a l . The second (1954) i n t r o d u c i n g h i s multi-volume h i s t o r y , 
u n d e r l i n e s "the e s s e n t i a l l y autochthonous c h a r a c t e r of Chinese 
c i v i l i s a t i o n " , and being w r i t t e n f o r n o n - s i n o l o g i s t s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
u s e f u l to h i s t o r y t e a c h e r s , w i t h l i n g u i s t i c , g e ographical and 
h i s t o r i c a l guides, p l u s a survey of the t r a v e l of i d e a s and 
385 
techniques between E a s t and West, and between e a s t , south and west 
* 
A s i a . The t h i r d (1970) covers such as Han mathematics, T'ang 
astronomy, Chinese wheelwrights, harness developments, c a n a l - l o c k s , 
medicine and p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , p l u s 40 p l a t e s . The f o u r t h (1969) i s a 
c o l l e c t i o n of more d i f f i c u l t a r t i c l e s , but e s p e c i a l l y important i n 
e s t a b l i s h i n g the c o n t r i b u t i o n of Chinese s c i e n c e and technology to 
Chinese and world h i s t o r y . 1 ^ 
A l t e r n a t i v e l y , Ronan's two-volume a b b r e v i a t i o n (1978, 1981) of 
Needham's g r e a t S c i e n c e and C i v i l i s a t i o n , could be e a s i l y read. I n 
a d d i t i o n , Shiba's chapter (1970) and T i e n ' s s c h o l a r l y study (1962) on 
paper and p r i n t i n g t e c h n o l o g i e s are manageable by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s ; as 
i s C a r t e r ' s s e t t i n g of those t e c h n o l o g i e s i n a p e r s p e c t i v e embracing 
China, Europe, Japan, P e r s i a and Egypt (1955). C h a t l e y ' s v a r i o u s 
p u b l i c a t i o n s (1923-47) o f f e r a more c a u t i o u s approach to q u e s t i o n s of 
autochthony and c u l t u r a l d i f f u s i o n . Even Shigeru and S i v i n ' s 
d i f f i c u l t book might be t a c k l e d by t e a c h e r s . "'"^  
Other Chinese t o p i c s and themes suggesting themselves f o r work 167 168 w i t h c h i l d r e n i n c l u d e myths and legends; archaeology, perhaps 
i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h s t u d i e s of e a r l y h i s t o r y , a r t and a r c h i t e c t u r e , 
* i t h 
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technology, or u r b a n i s a t i o n ; the g r e a t w a l l , p o s s i b l y l i n k e d w i t h 
study of the grand c a n a l , or of China and her neighbours; ships," 
p o s s i b l y i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t e c h n o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s , or b i o g r a p h i c a l 
t o p i c s ; high c u l t u r e , i n c l u d i n g a r t , l i t e r a t u r e , r e l i g i o n and i d e a s ; 
171 172 
r e b e l l i o n s , p o s s i b l y l i n k e d i n t o d y n a s t i c patch-work or a 
173 
theme on China and the West; and China's i n f l u e n c e upon the West. 
China's r e l a t i o n s w i t h neighbouring s t a t e s seem i n e x t r i c a b l e 
from most of the t o p i c s mentioned. Hu Shih (1933) argued t h a t the 
h i s t o r y of Chinese c u l t u r e could not be understood without such a 
174 
study: i t might a l s o be regarded as an e s s e n t i a l component of any 
world h i s t o r y programme. C l e a r i n t r o d u c t i o n s are given by Fairbank 
(1968) Schwartz (1968) and Kolb (1971). L a ttimore (1951) o f f e r s major 
s c r u t i n y of the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance of chinese-steppe 
herdsmen r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Yu (1967) demonstrates r e c i p r o c a l 
Barbarian-Chinese i n f l u e n c e s . Drake's readable a r t i c l e s (1935-6) 
d e t a i l i n g the Han westward d r i v e could be read by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . 
S c h a f e r (1967) g i v e s d e t a i l e d i n s i g h t i n t o T'ang Chinese views of 
* 
I t a l s o c o n t a i n s an u n r i v a l l e d b i b l i o g r a p h y of 251 o r i e n t a l 
items and 998 books and a r t i c l e s (from 180 j o u r n a l s ) i n western 
languages, 602 i n E n g l i s h . 
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t h e i r southern neighbours, e s p e c i a l l y the Vietnamese, w h i l s t Chao 
Ju-kua has l e f t an i n v a l u a b l e r e c o r d of Sung Chinese views of the 
southern and western peoples (1966). F a i r b a n k , Reischauer and C r a i g 
(1973) have e f f e c t i v e l y shown Chinese dominance over a l l neighbouring 
175 
peoples up to the middle ages. 
176 
E q u a l l y important to world h i s t o r y , and the a s p e c t of Chinese 
h i s t o r y which has a t t r a c t e d most a t t e n t i o n from o c c i d e n t a l s c h o l a r s , 
i s the theme of western i n t e r e s t s and a c t i v i t i e s i n China, and t h e i r 
c u l t u r a l , economic and p o l i t i c a l consequences. The theme holds high 
promise f o r school h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g , and i s amply resourced. At l e a s t 
seven major s t u d i e s of western s e c u l a r and s p i r i t u a l c o n t a c t s w i t h 
China may be recommended f o r the n o n - s p e c i a l i s t . Hudson (1931) and 
Sykes (1936) are p a r t i c u l a r l y c l e a r f o r the e a r l y p e r i o d s . Hughes 
* 




s t o r y from S c h a l l to S t i l w e l l . Moreover, the range of primary 
evidence, not only the numerous western accounts noted e a r l i e r , " 
179 
but a l s o Chinese r e p o r t s on f o r e i g n m i s s i o n s to China, c o n s t i t u t e s 
an almost u n r i v a l l e d source-bank, strong i n human i n t e r e s t and 
concrete d e t a i l , which t e a c h e r s could u t i l i s e i n l e s s o n p r e p a r a t i o n . 
S p e c i f i c t o p i c s w i t h i n the broad theme which suggest themselves 
f o r source-based h i s t o r y t e a c h i n g i n c l u d e medieval v i s i t o r s to China, 
centred around Polo, but a l s o drawing upon the accounts of such as 
180 
Pordenone and Batuta; e a r l y modern t r a d e r s and m i s s i o n a r i e s , 
h i g h l i g h t i n g R i c c i but again k n i t t i n g i n f i r s t - h a n d accounts of such 
181 
as Mundy and the I b e r i a n s ; and the p e r i o d of western p e n e t r a t i o n 
182 
and domination from Macartney (or Anson) to the f i r s t world war. 
The l a t t e r t o p i c i t s e l f breaks down i n t o even more s p e c i f i c s t u d i e s 
of such as the opium war. I n a l l such, however, evidence should not 
be drawn s o l e l y from western s o u r c e s . The opium war o f f e r s a good 
example of the n e c e s s i t y to a s s e s s problems a l s o from the Chinese 
viewpoint, as i l l u s t r a t e d by Waley's important r e c o n s t r u c t i o n (1958) 
from L i n Tse-hsu's d i a r y and I n g l i s ' s well-documented account (1976). 
183 
Both are e a s i l y read by n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s . More e x t e n s i v e s t u d i e s of 
modern Chinese a t t i t u d e s to the West could f o l l o w , based around documentary t r a n s l a t i o n s or syntheses such as given by Swisher (1953) 184 
Teng and F a i r b a n k (1954) Mirsky (1965) and Chen (1979) . The 
p o t e n t i a l f o r education towards world-mindedness of Hsieh's view of 
D i f f i c u l t reading. 
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the E n g l i s h ; or, f o r i n s t a n c e , Hsu Chi-yu's of B r i t a i n , and h i s 
*** 
a s t o n i s h e d d e s c r i p t i o n of v o t i n g i n the USA, i s m a n i f e s t . 
There remains the q u e s t i o n of what books and other m a t e r i a l s 
e x i s t f o r use i n school by c h i l d r e n - t h e i r scope, q u a l i t y and 
a g e - s u i t a b i l i t y . T h i s i s i n some ways the most important q u e s t i o n of 
a l l and w i l l be given a t t e n t i o n i n the remaining pages. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
the bulk of t h i s chapter has concentrated upon a d u l t books f o r 
teacher-use i n l e s s o n p r e p a r a t i o n . Two c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e thought to 
j u s t i f y t h a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n . F i r s t , s e a r c h i n g through hundreds of 
of t e n lengthy and complicated a d u l t - l e v e l books f o r m a t e r i a l s which 
could be drawn upon f o r classroom use has been assumed to be beyond 
s c h o o l - t e a c h e r s ' c a p a c i t y , i f only f o r reasons of a v a i l a b l e time. 
Second, the number of c h i l d r e n ' s books on China, p a r t i c u l a r l y on 
pre-20th. century matters, i s not l a r g e . There are s c o r e s of 
school-books on Anglo-Saxon England, but almost none on the Chinese 
d y n a s t i c p e r i o d s . There i s l i t t l e on China's g r e a t p e r s o n a l i t i e s , 
other than Mao. There are l e s s than h a l f a dozen c h i l d r e n ' s books on 
m a t e r i a l achievements such as the c i t i e s , the g r e a t w a l l or the grand 
c a n a l . There i s v i r t u a l l y nothing on a r t , l i t e r a t u r e , s c i e n c e or 
i d e a s . Consequently, i t has been thought e s s e n t i a l t o d i s s e c t i n 
d e t a i l the range of a d u l t - l e v e l textbooks, monographs and documentary 
c o l l e c t i o n s . S u c c e s s f u l classroom work on China would demand 
s u b s t a n t i a l t e a c h e r - i n p u t , whether v i s u a l s t i m u l i , explanatory 
background, b i o g r a p h i c a l and other d e t a i l s , n a r r a t i v e o u t l i n e , or 
l i t e r a r y and documentary e x t r a c t s . That d i s s e c t i o n , i t s e l f governed 
by c a r e f u l l y a r t i c u l a t e d c u r r i c u l a r and pedagogical parameters, thus 
c o n s t i t u t e s the most v a l u a b l e p r a c t i c a l outcome of t h i s study. 
Nonetheless, a s u b s t a n t i a l number of books f o r s c h o o l s have been 
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p u b l i s h e d s i n c e the 1950s, p a r t i c u l a r l y a t secondary l e v e l , and i t 
i s to those books (and other m a t e r i a l s ) t h a t a t t e n t i o n w i l l f i n a l l y 
be g i v e n . The range of choice f o r primary c h i l d r e n i s s e r i o u s l y 
* 
"Wherever t h e r e i s a r e g i o n i n which p r o f i t s could be reaped by 
t r a d i n g , these people s t r i v e f o r them".(Hsieh Ching-k'ao, i n J . 
Mirsky, Chinese t r a v e l l e r s , 1965, 269). 
** 
"A handful of stones i n the western ocean". (Hsu Chi-yu, i n 
Ssu-yu Teng and J.K. F a i r b a n k , China's response to the West, 
1954, 4 2 ) . 
*** " (They) w r i t e down the names of those whom they are going to 
e l e c t and put them i n a box". ( I b i d , 4 5 ) . 
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r e s t r i c t e d . The b e s t g e n e r a l h i s t o r i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n , by Lonsdale 
(1971) s u r v e y s from the legendary p e r i o d to modern times i n 42 b r i e f 
c h a p t e r s g i v i n g informed a t t e n t i o n to geography, language, c u l t u r e , 
legends, i n v e n t i o n , economy and other a s p e c t s of China, has abundant 
b i o g r a p h i c a l content and s t r e s s e s c u l t u r a l l e a d e r s h i p . T a y l o r ' s 
r e f e r e n c e book (1976) comprises 200 p i c t u r e s mainly from Chinese 
s o u r c e s , i n 20 s e c t i o n s on such as emperors, peasant l i f e , c i t i e s and 
economy, i n v e n t i o n s , the a r t s and i d e a s , and s o c i a l l i f e . The b r i e f 
t e x t a d v i s e s c h i l d r e n t h a t Chinese c u l t u r e "has i n f l u e n c e d and 
dominated the c o u n t r i e s of e a s t A s i a " , t h a t her technology was 
" c e n t u r i e s ahead of Europe", and the "the modern world owes much to 
her i n v e n t i o n s " . Masters (1981) t r i v i a l i s e s China w i t h s e c t i o n s on 
' i n c r e d i b l e ' and 'amazing' f a c t s , and c a r t o o n - s t y l e i l l u s t r a t i o n s , 
but a l s o g i v e s u s e f u l g e o g r a p h i c a l , demographic, economic, s o c i a l , 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l , c u l t u r a l , l i n g u i s t i c and p o l i t i c a l d e t a i l , w i t h 18 
b i o g r a p h i c a l notes. China "was one of the f i r s t to make the e a r l i e s t 
advances i n s c i e n c e and technology", many of which " d i d not appear i n 
Europe u n t i l hundred of y e a r s a f t e r " . J e f f r i e s ' v i s u a l h i s t o r y 
* 
(1966) covers from e a r l i e s t times, c o n t r a s t s China and Europe, 
s t r e s s e s China's r o l e as "the Mother of the c i v i l i s a t i o n of e a s t e r n 
A s i a " , and by drawing a t t e n t i o n to "the s k i l l s which have made them 
so remarkable a people" b r i n g s out "how much they have given to the 
world". Morrison (1978) r e f l e c t s Needham's work, demonstrates China's 
c u l t u r a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n f l u e n c e on the West, and p o i n t s out to 
c h i l d r e n t h a t "Europe was d i s c o v e r e d by China, and not the other way 
around". For younger p r i m a r i e s , Oram's two books (1972) together give 
a c o l o u r f u l i n t r o d u c t i o n , f u l l of i n t r i n s i c i n t e r e s t , and w i t h s t r i c t 
c o nceptual c o n t r o l , the one g l a n c i n g b r i e f l y a t g e n e r a l f e a t u r e s such 
as the f a m i l y , s c h o o l s , a g r i c u l t u r e , v i l l a g e l i f e and entertainment, 
the other a t h i s t o r i c a l a s p e c t s from Ch'in to medieval times, such as 
the w a l l , Mongols, i m p e r i a l l i f e , t r a n s p o r t ("the Chinese s a i l e d to 
many c o u n t r i e s " ) p a i n t i n g , c l o c k s and astronomy. The second i s the 
b e t t e r book, however, s i n c e i t v i s u a l l y p o r t r a y s the Chinese i n 
l i f e l i k e f a s h i o n , w i t h k i n d and i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s : the other tends 
towards c a r i c a t u r e . 
* 
One of a s e r i e s of 14 books attempting w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
coverage, i n c l u d i n g Ghana, A f r i c a and I n d i a , and the f i r s t 
g e n e r a l h i s t o r y of China f o r b r i t i s h s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . 
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There are i n a d d i t i o n a few books on more s p e c i f i c a s p e c t s which 
* 
can be recommended. Neurath and E l l i s (1966) w h i l s t a v o i d i n g 
r e f e r e n c e to any d y n a s t i c or p o l i t i c a l event, d r i v e home through 
emphasis on t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n the importance of a n c i e n t China 
** 
to world h i s t o r y . Hughes-Stanton (1979) d e s c r i b e s l i f e i n Han 
Loyang, w i t h c l e a r drawings of urban l a y - o u t , houses, domestic l i f e 
and a r t e f a c t s and strong emphasis on economic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 
l i f e . Knox (1978) u s i n g documentary and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence, 
humanises China through c o n c e n t r a t i o n on d a i l y l i f e i n country and 
town and e s t a b l i s h e s a c l e a r connection between p a s t and p r e s e n t . 
L a i Po Kan's coverage (1980) from Han to T'ang again r e f l e c t s 
Needham's s c h o l a r s h i p , w i t h emphasis on c u l t u r a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
*** 
developments i n w o r l d - h i s t o r y p e r s p e c t i v e . A readable account of 
the l i f e of Shih Huang-ti i s given by Sauvain (1972) w i t h some d e t a i l 
on the " a w e - i n s p i r i n g " g r e a t w a l l . There are books on Marco Polo by 
Peach (1962) and Thomson (1974) the l a t t e r r e s p l e n d e n t w i t h w e l l 
r e s e a r c h e d i l l u s t r a t i o n s , but p a r t i c u l a r l y by Latham (1977) e d i t o r of 
Polo's T r a v e l s f o r Penguin (1958). Thomson has a l s o w r i t e n an 
appealing i f h i g h l y favourable biography of Mao (1974). G i t t i n g s ' 
**** 
c a r e f u l l y d e t a i l e d study (1976) i s s i m i l a r l y f avourable. 
Robottoms's biography (1970) though designed f o r CSE work could w e l l 
be read by top j u n i o r s , as could Case's s k e t c h of modern China 
( 1 9 8 0 ) . 1 8 7 
C e r t a i n other books, though w i t h l i t t l e or no h i s t o r i c a l 
content, might be used i n support of j u n i o r school p r o j e c t work. 
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Geographical i n t r o d u c t i o n s are h e l p f u l . D e s c r i p t i o n s of c h i l d r e n ' s 
189 
l i f e i n Hong Kong a s s i s t s t e r e o t y p e r e d u c t i o n . Work on myth and 
legend could o f f e r another e n t r y - p o i n t w i t h young c h i l d r e n , and t h e r e 
190 
i s a reasonable range of s t o r i e s f o r c h i l d r e n to read, or f o r use 
by the t e a c h e r i n s t o r y - p e r i o d s , e s p e c i a l l y the c o l l e c t i o n s by B i r c h 
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(1961) and Manton and G i t t i n g s (1977) . Lewis (1976) g i v e s a c l e v e r 
See Neurath's other books, supra,pp. 209, 215, 216. 
** 
One of a multi-volume s e r i e s looking a t the s o c i a l h i s t o r y of 20 
c i v i l i s a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g C e n t r a l America, A f r i c a , I n d i a , P e r s i a 
and Peru. 
*** 
The f i r s t of any substance i n E n g l i s h f o r c h i l d r e n . 
**** The E a s t i s r e d i s p r i n t e d without comment. 
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i n t r o d u c t i o n to the language. Perhaps the b e s t e n t r y , however, i s 
through study of one p a r t i c u l a r a s p e c t i n c l u d i n g i t s h i s t o r y , such as 
i n Spencer's sympathetic d e s c r i p t i o n (1963) of l i f e around the 
* 1 9 3 
Yangtse. 
Secondary c h i l d r e n a re b e t t e r provided f o r , though the number of 
books i s s t i l l comparatively s m a l l . I n a d d i t i o n , v i r t u a l l y a l l the 
books recommended f o r primary s c h o o l s are s u i t a b l e f o r lower 
194 
secondary c l a s s e s , w h i l s t some a d u l t m a t e r i a l could be read by 
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o l d e r s c h o o l s t u d e n t s . 
There are s e v e r a l e a s i l y readable h i s t o r i c a l s u r v e y s , e s p e c i a l l y 
those by Hookham (1969) Saywell (1969,1972) and Lo Hui-min (1970). 
Hookham s y n t h e s i s e s a v a r i e t y of Chinese i l l u s t r a t i v e m a t e r i a l , 
contemporary d e s c r i p t i o n s , l i t e r a r y e x t r a c t s , l e t t e r s and s t a t e 
papers. S a y w e l l (1969) covers e a r l y times to communism and s e t s China 
a g a i n s t a broader b a c k c l o t h . The book, r i c h w i t h human d e t a i l and 
humour, b a l a n c e s n a r r a t i v e and e x p l a n a t i o n , and i n c l u d e s v i g n e t t e s of 
13th. century and 1940s l i f e . The companion volume (1972) focuses on 
a r t and l i t e r a t u r e i n h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . Lo emphasises the 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance of Chinese h i s t o r y and h i s d e t a i l on 40 
p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , e x p l o r e r s and c u l t u r a l heroes conveys concrete 
r e a l i t y . Prominent among other g e n e r a l o u t l i n e s i s P r a t t ' s (1968) 
24-century h i s t o r i c a l s k e t c h , b r i n g i n g out China's w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l 
importance, e s p e c i a l l y i n t e c h n o l o g i c a l development, and her 
long-standing appeal to western imaginations, through s c r u t i n y of 
** 
accounts by v i s i t o r s from the f o u r t h c e n t u r y B.C. Jones (1966) 
shows China's r e g i o n a l i n f l u e n c e and n a r r a t e s the East-West c o l l i s i o n 
*** 
from the o r i e n t a l viewpoint. P i n g - c h i a Kuo (1970) p l a c e s l e s s 
i n f l u e n c e than o t h e r s on e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s , and correspondingly 
* 
C o r n e l i a Spencer, born i n Chingkiang, has w r i t t e n s e v e r a l 
important books f o r c h i l d r e n . (See, e.g., i n f r a , p p . 392, 394). 
** 
Though w r i t t e n f o r 6th.forms and above, i t i s s u i t a b l e f o r 
secondary l e v e l . Clanchy's c r i t i c i s m t h a t "the author i n c l u d e s 
so much Chinese h i s t o r y t h a t the r e s u l t i s b e w i l d e r i n g " 
( H i s t o r y , 55, 1970, 81) i s r e j e c t e d . 
** * 
One of a s e r i e s of 17 attempting a w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l p i c t u r e 
through s t u d i e s of p a r t i c u l a r a r e a s or c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 
L a t i n America, M a l a y s i a , P a k i s t a n , I n d i a , I n d o n e s i a and Japan. 
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more on i n t e r n a l Chinese h i s t o r y . Nelson, Jones and F i s c h e r (1970) 
c l e a r l y e x p l a i n Chinese i d e a s , e t h i c s , modern p o l i t i c a l thought and 
fa m i l y s t r u c t u r e . Perhaps most important f o r source-based t e a c h i n g i s 
** 
Meyer and A l l e n ' s commentary (1970) on 149 e x t r a c t s from e a r l y to 
modern times, b r i n g i n g out not only the human i n t e r e s t of the Chinese 
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p a s t but a l s o i t s c e n t r a l i t y to world h i s t o r y . 
A l i m i t e d number of other books cover pre-modern China. U s e f u l 
focus on c u l t u r a l and economic development as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l 
h i s t o r y , i n r e g i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e and drawing from indigenous s o u r c e s , 
*** 
i s o f f e r e d by B u l l o c k (1969). Doncaster (1975) g i v e s a b i r d ' s eye 
view, i n c l u d i n g 19 mainly pre-Manchu e x t r a c t s , and s t r e s s i n g 
t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e . B a r r e t t ' s h i s t o r y (1969) from e a r l i e s t times to 
the Han i s more f u l l y d e t a i l e d , w i t h u s e f u l s t u d i e s of Confucius, 
*** 
Shih Huang-ti and Wu T i . Spencer's t i t l e (1963) * i s m i s l e a d i n g , 
s i n c e the s t o r y i s taken to l a t e Manchu times. The book h i g h l i g h t s 
both p o l i t i c a l and c u l t u r a l d e t a i l , avoids hyperbole and 
value-judgement, and throughout t r e a t s Chinese h i s t o r y p e r s e . Boase 
(1977) mainly c o n c e n t r a t e s on Han domestic and urban l i f e , technology 
and high c u l t u r e and makes f u l l use of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l evidence. 
Dowrick (1973) s i m i l a r l y c o n c e n t r a t e s on archaeology, e s p e c i a l l y 
r e c e n t f i n d i n g s . More d e t a i l , again e s p e c i a l l y on the Han, i s given 
*** 
i n Walker's important book (1970) ** which t r a n s m i t s the most 
p o s i t i v e view of Chinese s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
achievements. For the g r e a t w a l l , Gorbing-King (1973) g i v e s d e t a i l on 
the C h'in and e a r l y Han, w i t h imaginative v e r b a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s of 
border warfare and b u i l d i n g the w a l l . Nancarrow (1975) i n c l u d e s 
One of an american s e r i e s on world a r e a s , i n c l u d i n g L a t i n 
America, Southern A f r i c a , the Middle E a s t , Japan and South E a s t 
A s i a . 
** 
Probably the f i r s t s e t of Chinese s o u r c e - m a t e r i a l s f o r school 
use p u b l i s h e d i n B r i t a i n . 
*** 
There are companion volumes on Mesopotamia and the Indus, I s l a m , 
R u s s i a and America. 
*** 
* Probably the f i r s t book f o r c h i l d r e n on t r a d i t i o n a l China to be 
p u b l i s h e d i n B r i t a i n . 
*** 
** One of a s e r i e s embracing not only european c o u n t r i e s , but a l s o 
the arab world, the Caribbean, Eskimos, Ghana, Japan and Turkey. 
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w e l l - i l l u s t r a t e d information on the p e r i o d up to 50 B.C., w i t h 
a t t e n t i o n to c u l t u r a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l development as w e l l as to 
p o l i t i c s , s u b s t a n t i a l l y based on Ssu-ma Ch'ien's account, and g i v e s 
c h i l d r e n a c r i t i c a l i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s t o r i c a l evidence. Harrington 
* 
(1974) though s u b s t a n t i a l l y on China today i n c l u d e s u s e f u l b r i e f 
d e t a i l on t r a d i t i o n a l China and the grand c a n a l , p a r t i c u l a r l y the S u i 
and Mongol p e r i o d s . Sung China i s i n t e r e s t i n g l y p o r t r a y e d by B a l l a r d 
(1973) whose emphasis on the a r t s , the economy, urban and v i l l a g e 
l i f e g i v e s c h i l d r e n a h i g h l y favourable view of the p e r i o d . The Marco 
Polo episode i s covered i n Rugoff's sumptuous book (1968) which g i v e s 
d e t a i l not found i n other school t e x t s , and r e p e a t e d l y c o n t r a s t s the 
magnificence of Mongol China w i t h i t s european contemporary; and, 
l e s s i m p r e s s i v e l y , though i m a g i n a t i v e l y i l l u s t r a t e d , by B r e t t 
(1971)and by Stokes (1971). P r a t t ' s d e s c r i p t i o n of 17th century 
Peking and the l i f e of i t s occupants (1971) g i v e s p u p i l s a b r i e f 
**197 
glimpse i n t o Ming China. 
M a t e r i a l s are not s o l e l y i n book form, however. The b r u n e r i a n 
Schools C o u n c i l r e s o u r c e pack (1972) provides the c l a s s w i t h 12 s e t s 
of l e a f l e t s and a s l i d e - s e t c o v e r i n g China from e a r l y times to the 
20th century, but w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on t r a d i t i o n a l ways of 
l i f e and c u l t u r e . The f i r s t t h r e e s e c t i o n s of Doncaster's 'world 
h i s t o r y u n i t s ' China resource-pack (1972) cover a n c i e n t and 
t r a d i t i o n a l China, w i t h strong c u l t u r a l emphasis. The same author's 
'world h i s t o r y themes' China pack (1972) t r e a t s f i v e a s p e c t s of 
t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l l i f e , w i t h supporting audio and v i s u a l 
*** 
m a t e r i a l . Norman and Evans' resource-pack on t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e 
(1973) i n c l u d e s a h e l p f u l t i m e - c h a r t . Boothroyd's resource-pack of 
p u p i l b o o k l e t s and 18 s l i d e s on e a r l y China (1980) r e q u i r e c h i l d r e n 
to draw i n f e r e n c e s from given evidence. There are a l s o s e v e r a l 
f i l m s t r i p s on pre-modern Chinese h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e w i t h t e a c h i n g 
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notes by such as Medley (1972)Hookham (1972) and P r a t t (1973). 
On the modern p e r i o d , and g e n e r a l l y f o r CSE and GCE c a n d i d a t e s , 
the range of c h o i c e , though s t i l l inadequate, i s b e t t e r . Stokes' 
* 
Some s u b j e c t i v i t y . 
** 
P a r a l l e l e d by an e q u a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g volume on 16th century 
Benin, by McClelland. Gibson's review of both books (TH, 10, 
Nov.1973, 167) i s not accepted. 
*** There a r e s i m i l a r packs on A f r i c a and I n d i a . 
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modern h i s t o r y of E a s t A s i a (1964) n a r r a t e s from the 18th century to 
1941 w i t h c a r e f u l l i n g u i s t i c and conceptual c o n t r o l , i s studded w i t h 
s o u r c e - e x t r a c t s and g i v e s compassionate i n s i g h t i n t o the h i s t o r i e s 
both of China and Japan. Robottom's survey (1967) b r i s t l e s w i t h 
i n t e r e s t i n g s n i p p e t s , quotations and eye-witness accounts, b a l a n c e s 
favourable views of Chinese communism w i t h some c r i t i c a l comment and 
f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e s China's r o l e i n the modern world. Spencer's t e x t 
(1969) seeks to i n s p i r e p o s i t i v e f e e l i n g s towards the Chinese, and 
r e p e a t e d l y u n d e r l i n e s the w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l importance of events i n 
*** 
China. Kennett's documentary-supported t e x t shows China's 
**** 
importance to world h i s t o r y from the 1830s and i n c l u d e s a u s e f u l 
b r i e f h i s t o r y of modern Japan. Gibson (1975) o v e r - s e n s a t i o n a l i s e s 
t r a d i t i o n a l Chinese l i f e , but g e n e r a l l y conveys a favourable 
impression of Chinese p o l i c i e s and people, s t r e s s i n g the d e s t r u c t i v e 
i n f l u e n c e of western i n t e r v e n t i o n . Case's simple o u t l i n e (1980) 
encourages i n d u c t i v e t h i n k i n g . Denning (1981) i n c l u d e s documentary 
e x t r a c t s and shows more balanced judgement than some other 
authors. 
S e v e r a l books focus i n p a r t i c u l a r on the 20th century 
**** 
r e v o l u t i o n s . Higgins (1968) * makes e f f e c t i v e use of sources and 
b r i n g s out the world-importance of Chinese events , though h i s 
**** 
o b j e c t i v i t y i s q u e s t i o n a b l e . ** There i s an accompanying work-book. 
I n the f i r s t of two books by Mitchison (1970) a candid i n t r o d u c t i o n 
to h e r sources and p e r s o n a l p o s i t i o n i s followed by a n a r r a t i v e 
attempting to r e p r e s e n t events from a Chinese p o i n t of view. Sympathy 
to China i s e v i d e n t , but not u n c r i t i c a l , and u n r e l i a b l y s u b j e c t i v e 
W r i t t e n f o r Hong Kong Chinese. The authors had l i v e d t h e r e . 
* * 
One of a 16-volume s e r i e s i n c l u d i n g t i t l e s on the League and 
UNO, the USA, A f r i c a and Japan. 
*** 
The b a t t l e of H u a i - l a i (Jan. 1949) , not mentioned i n any other 
school-book, i s d e s c r i b e d as "one of the g r e a t e s t s i n g l e b a t t l e s 
of modern times". 
**** 
The Mukden i n c i d e n t (Sep.1931) "marked the r e a l beginning of 
world war two".(p.88). 
**** 
* One of a s e r i e s under the important e d i t o r s h i p of M.E. Bryant 
which i n c l u d e s two books on A f r i c a and four on world i s s u e s , 
i n c l u d i n g Henderson's World cooperation (1968). 
**** ** I t was a t t a c k e d i n Honey's review of Higgins' Vietnam (1975) i n 
H i s t o r y , 62, 1977, 300-1. 
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sources a r e p i n p o i nted. The second (1971) d i s p l a y s s i m i l a r 
q u a l i t i e s . Robottom's v e r b a l - v i s u a l account (1971) i n c l u d e s 296 
p i c t u r e s mainly from Chinese s o u r c e s . Roper's (1971) 63 e x t r a c t s 
** 
around t h r e e themes, l i n k e d w i t h 36 q u e s t i o n s f o r the student, and 
Weston's (1971) b r i e f o u t l i n e and 28 e x t r a c t s are i n v a l u a b l e f o r 
source-based t e a c h i n g . S a y w e l l ' s c l e a r n a r r a t i v e (1972) complements 
two other volumes p r e v i o u s l y noted. Lane (1978) r e l a t e s l i t t l e - q u o t e d 
Chinese s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i n g P'u Y i and Chu Teh, to e x e r c i s e s demanding 
ima g i n a t i v e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and empathetic p r o j e c t i o n , t r a c e s events 
*** 
to 1977 and b r i n g s out the importance of Teng Hsiao-ping. The 
Schools C o u n c i l ' s (1977) montage of 47 s n i p p e t s and 98 p i c t u r e s from 
Chinese and western sources i s l e s s s a t i s f a c t o r y - disconnected, 
almost e x c l u s i v e l y p o l i t i c a l i n emphasis, l a c k i n g o b j e c t i v i t y and 
**** 
f a i l i n g to i d e n t i f y b i a s i n sources - but i n c l u d e s a v i v i d 
treatment of the long march and u s e f u l b r i e f b i o g r a p h i e s of s i x 
p r i n c i p a l c h a r a c t e r s , p l u s an accompanying tape and f i l m s t r i p . 
On more s p e c i f i c t o p i c s , Werstein (1971) g i v e s a sympathetic 
p o r t r a y a l of the Boxer r e b e l l i o n , though the n a r r a t i v e i s r e l a t e d 
from a western viewpoint. Buck's emotional biography (1955) of 
Sun Yat-sen g i v e s i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l , w h i l s t Bruce (1969) l u c i d l y 
p o r t r a y s Sun as a major f i g u r e i n a s i a n h i s t o r y . Among b i o g r a p h i e s of 
**** 
Mao Tse-tung, Robottom's s k e t c h * i s i n t e r e s t i n g l y d e t a i l e d f o r the 
l e s s able p u p i l . I t apparent s u b j e c t i v i t y i s exceeded by t h a t i n 
Roberts' study (1970) which, however, brims w i t h human d e t a i l on Mao 
and on c e r t a i n a s p e c t s of the communist reform programme. P a i n t e r 
(1976) g i v e s a b r i e f o u t l i n e r e l a t e d to 23 documents. P u r c e l l (1977) 
l a c k s o b j e c t i v i t y , but e m b e l l i s h e s the e x c i t i n g n a r r a t i v e w i t h 42 
e x c e r p t s from Mao's w r i t i n g , b e s i d e s quotes from Snow, Smedley and 
**** 
other o b s e r v e r s . T a r l i n g ' s account (1977) ** i s dry and l a c k s 
* 
There are accompanying volumes on modern Japan and R u s s i a . 
* * 
Many of her e x t r a c t s are from sympathetic o b s e r v e r s , o t h e r s from 
p o l i t i c a l l y o r i e n t e d p u b l i s h e r s . 
*** 
There are p a r a l l e l books on Europe, USA and USSR. 
**** 
And i n an unpleasant s e p i a p r i n t . 
**** 
* One of a 30-part s e r i e s seeking w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l understandings 
v i a 5 b o o k l e t s on each of 6 main world r e g i o n s . 
**** One of a s e r i e s on world themes, one of which i s l e a d e r s h i p . 
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human d e t a i l , but makes e f f e c t i v e use of Chinese l i t e r a r y and v i s u a l 
s ources, b r i n g s out the 1 c h i n e s e n e s s ' of Mao and i s not u n c r i t i c a l . 
Dures (1980) again makes f r e e use of source e x t r a c t s and 
w e l l - b a l a n c e d d e t a i l . Dunster (1982) through a b i o g r a p h i c a l approach 
f o c u s i n g on Mao g i v e s on o u t l i n e of 20th century China, w i t h 
a t t e n t i o n t o s e v e r a l other p e r s o n a l i t i e s , though making only s i x 
b r i e f r e f e r e n c e s to o r i g i n a l s o u r c e s . The b e s t promise f o r 
source-based t e a c h i n g , however, i s found i n B a r k e r ' s study of Chiang 
and Mao (1979) which emphasises Chinese v e r b a l and v i s u a l m a t e r i a l as 
the b a s i s f o r deductive e x e r c i s e s , game s i m u l a t i o n s and s p e c u l a t i v e 
201 
t h i n k i n g c e n t r i n g upon the 'four concepts' approach. 
There are s e v e r a l books on the post-1949 p e r i o d . Of those g i v i n g 
some h i s t o r i c a l emphasis, Kinmond (1973) surveys to the ping-pong 
diplomacy, p a i n t s a u s e f u l p i c t u r e of the c u l t u r a l r e v o l u t i o n , 
s t r i k e s an e f f e c t i v e balance between approbation and c r i t i c i s m , and 
shows the i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p between p a s t and p r e s e n t . Chey and Hunter 
(1974) e x p l a i n developments i n order d e l i b e r a t e l y to c o u n t e r a c t 
** 
s t e r e o t y p e s . Hammond (1974) g i v e s a sympathetic p o r t r a y a l of the 
Chinese l i f e s t y l e , b r i n g i n g out s t r o n g l y the normality and c o n t i n u i t y 
*** 
of l i f e . Gray (1974) i n t e r l e a v e s contemporary information w i t h 
h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l d e t a i l . Cameron (1974) o f f e r s a sympathetic 
and w e l l - d e t a i l e d coverage of s c i e n t i f i c , c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l matter 
b e s i d e s the p o l i t i c a l , and demonstrating the adaptation of p a s t to 
p r e s e n t . Bown (1977) g i v e s a j u d i c i o u s assessment of s u c c e s s e s and 
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f a i l u r e s a t home and abroad between 1949 and the death of Mao. 
Other books have an almost e x c l u s i v e l y contemporary emphasis. 
Nonetheless, they would be u s e f u l background reading f o r c h i l d r e n 
studying modern China. Good examples i n c l u d e C l a y t o n and M i l e s ' 
(1971) economic-geographical account; Moore's p i c t o r i a l d e s c r i p t i o n 
**** 
(1974); and e s p e c i a l l y King's focus (1979) on the mundane d e t a i l s 
203 
of Chinese l i f e . Books p u b l i s h e d i n China, however, or western 
The ugly p i n - y i n t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n s (Shaanxi, Guangzhou) 
are not appealing. 
** 
One of a multi-volume s e r i e s i n c l u d i n g books on the USA, the 
USSR and Japan. 
*** 
**** ^ne °f a s e r i e s of 14 i n c l u d i n g books on B r a z i l and Japan. 
One of a s e r i e s of 91 c o v e r i n g a l l world a r e a s i n c l u d i n g 23 
a s i a n c o u n t r i e s . 
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books w i t h o v e r t l y p o l i t i c a l commitment, should be approached w i t h 
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c a r e . 
As w i t h e a r l i e r h i s t o r y , secondary c h i l d r e n need not approach 
the modern p e r i o d s o l e l y through textbooks. Two of Doncaster's 'world 
h i s t o r y u n i t s ' packs on China (1972) cover the more modern p e r i o d , 
and her thematic study-packs (1972) a l l l i n k up the t r a d i t i o n a l and 
modern. Bown's two re s o u r c e packs cover the p e r i o d from 1911 to the 
1970s, w i t h strong s o c i o - c u l t u r a l emphasis. D'Avray's pack (1978) 
i n v o l v e s c h i l d r e n i n h i s t o r i c a l problem-solving. Pask (1979) i n c l u d e s 
t h r e e f i l m s t r i p s and c h i l d r e n ' s m a t e r i a l on a g r i c u l t u r e , i n d u s t r y and 
urban l i f e . Morgan's s l i d e - s e t (c.1972) covers s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l 
events from 1900 to 1970. S i m i l a r p o l i t i c a l emphasis i s found i n the 
BBC f i l m s t r i p (1967) and Fromer's f o u r - f i l m s t r i p o u t l i n e w i t h 
accompanying sound-commentary (1973). The second of Hookham's 
f i l m s t r i p s (1972) b r i n g s the s t o r y to modern times. Coulson (1968) 
p o r t r a y s modern c i t y and r u r a l l i f e , as do P a i n t e r (1972) and Moore 
(1972). Two of P r a t t ' s outstanding s e v e n - f i l m s t r i p c o l l e c t i o n (1973) 
focus on the modern p e r i o d , as does h i s twin f i l m s t r i p and tape s e t 
(1974). Robottom (1974) n a r r a t e s the p e r i o d s i n c e 1900. Two-thirds of 
the Dent and Poulton f i l m s t r i p and tape (1975) concentrate on modern 
China. Milne (1976) e x p l a i n s the Chinese commune. Whyte's d e t a i l e d 
f i l m s t r i p (1977) s e t s modern developments a g a i n s t t h e i r g e o g r a p h i c a l , 
c u l t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l background. More ab l e upper secondary and 
si x t h - f o r m p u p i l s ' understandings of modern China might be c l a r i f i e d 
Cf7i) *205 by the Bell-Yahuda (1971) and Ca l d w e l l - J e n n e r ^ t a p e d d i s c u s s i o n s . 
Novels could a l s o e n r i c h the p r o c e s s of ima g i n a t i v e 
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r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
The most appropriate suggested t o p i c w i t h which to c l o s e t h i s 
study, i t i s f e l t , i s t h a t w i t h which i t opened: t h a t of we s t e r n e r s 
i n China. No s u b j e c t more c l e a r l y e p itomises and b r i n g s home to 
c h i l d r e n both the problems and p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of West-East mutual 
a t t i t u d e s and r e l a t i o n s h i p s . For i t s classroom study, b e s i d e s the 
207 
wide range of primary source m a t e r i a l s i n d i c a t e d e a r l i e r , t e a c h e r s 
can c a l l upon two important books, themselves brimming w i t h c a r e f u l l y 
s e l e c t e d s o u r c e - e x t r a c t s . On the negative a s p e c t s of West-East 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , B a r r (1970) i s i n v a l u a b l e , d e t a i l i n g western 
** 
a c t i v i t i e s i n China from mongol times to the korean war, and 
* 




throughout from the non-european viewpoint. Stokes (1979) s i m i l a r l y 
s p o t l i g h t s i n t e r c u l t u r a l problems, w i t h a s e r i o u s attempt to e x p l a i n 
to c h i l d r e n Chinese coolness towards the 'Red H a i r y B a r b a r i a n s ' and 
the r e s u l t a n t h o s t i l i t y and c o n f l i c t . More imp o r t a n t l y , however, the 
book a l s o d e t a i l s , b e s i d e s the negative a s p e c t s of East-West 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , some of the many examples of f r i e n d l y r e c i p r o c i t y 
which have been documented. 
That simple l i t t l e book r e p r e s e n t s a p a t t e r n which must be 
looked f o r i n e v a l u a t i o n of f u t u r e m a t e r i a l s f o r c h i l d r e n - and 
a d u l t s - on s u b j e c t s i n v o l v i n g c o n t a c t between apparently d i s s i m i l a r 
c u l t u r e s . I t i s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t people be prompted toward 
understanding what human beings have i n common, and a p p r e c i a t i n g 
t h e i r shared humanity and u n i v e r s a l c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . I n p u r s u i t of 
those e d u c a t i o n a l d e s i d e r a t a , the r e c o r d to t h i s p o i n t i n time of the 
e n g l i s h e d u c a t i o n a l system's v a r i o u s components and a n c i l l a r y p a r t s , 
d e s p i t e some c o n t r a r y i n d i c a t i o n s , makes g e n e r a l l y d i s h e a r t e n i n g 
reading. Remedial a c t i o n i s long overdue, i n which p r o c e s s 
w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l s t u d i e s , w i t h focus upon i n d i v i d u a l c i v i l i s a t i o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h a t of China, must occupy a c e n t r a l p o s i t i o n . Such 
remediation must be t e a c h e r - l e d , y e t i t i s a r o l e f o r which most 
t e a c h e r s appear i l l - e q u i p p e d . The q u e s t i o n of s u i t a b i l i t y of 
r e s o u r c e s f o r t e a c h e r and p u p i l use i s t h e r e f o r e of c a r d i n a l 
importance. 
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